City Plas Outlay 
fe 48102. : 16,000, 


4 Progress reports on two of the 
‘city’s most ambitious projects— 
construction of sewage treat- 
ment plants and improve ent. 
of the water system—indicate 
that work is well under way and 
should be completed within the 
/ next four years. | 

Recommended by ‘the City Plan- 
‘ning Commission are-sewage disposal | 
‘projects costing $71,597,000 and im-_ 

provements to the water system esti- 
mated at . $37, 979, 000—a total of 
$109,576,000, 

WILL REDUCE POLLUTION 

The sewage program, when com- | 

pleted; will reduce pollution in*the | 

Schuylkill and Delaware, and With | 
‘construction of new sewers as part | 
Fof the program, will improve drain- | 
Lage and fiood control. 
; In this connection, three huge | 
pProjects are already under way. 

' Construction” of the Northeast 
| Sewage Treatment Works at Wheat- | 

“sheaf lane and ichmond st. is about 
70 percent complete and i al 

finished by the spring of | 

TO HELP NORTHEAST Oe: 

This plant will treat sewage from 
that part of the city lying northeast 
‘of Allegheny ave. It was started first 


in order to assist in the reduction of| 


| pollution of the Delaware River, 
| from which the city draws half its 
| water ‘supply. 

| ‘Work on the building of the South- | 
east Sewage Treatment Works, at 
Swanson st. and Packer ave, on the | 
Delaware, wis started in November 
| and is expected to be partially com- | 
jected in 1351 ahd fully completed by | 


work on the South-| 
+ treatment: “orks on 
land owned by. the city near the In- 
ternational Airport has begun, “but | 
actual construction will start in the 
spring. It is estimated that thi Plant 
will be partial y completed in 1951) 
‘and ready for full 1. operati 
INVOLVES SE G 

The sewage ear project also. 
entails the building of intere 2) 
sewers to collect all of the city’s sew- 
age and convey it to the three plants 
for treatment before it is discharged 
into the rivers, 

On the water improvement proj- 
ect, the City Planning’ Commission 
has reported that progress is being: 
made by the Department of Public: 
| Works toward the objective of a sup~, 
/Ply of water that will be “adequate; 
‘healthful and free ftom disagreeable 
tastes and odors.” 


morscts OUTLINED | 


{Pumping Stati 
,000,000, The pla 


Old Soaian ease 
Peak of Capacity; 
Repairs Frequent. | 


By LEEDS MOBERLEY  , 
Philadelphia’s whole war 
‘production program is in dan- 
ger because of the precarious 
condition of our run-down) 
waterworks. 


System Burdened. 
|The hundreds upon. hundreds 
| of millions of dollars in defense 
contracts placed in this key @m.- 
‘dustrial center have imposed «a 
burden which the system: is in 
no condition to bear. 

The granting of an A-4 pricrity| 
last night for materials needed to 
put the long- -delayed $18,000,000 
rehabilitation program into effect 
came too late to solve . the prob- 
jlem this year. — a 

~ Consumption Increases. 

Constmption is now running 
jupwards of 330,000,000 ‘gallons 
a day—25,000,000 to 30,000,000 
‘above normal—and when the hot! 
| weather peak demand comes con- | 
_sumption will rise perilously | 
close’ to the system’s maximum 
gvapacity of a 000,000 galions’ a 

Aaya sos 
Nor do those figures take into 
aécount any further increases in 
demand resulting from new in- 
dustries locating in. Philadelphia 
| or expansion of existing plants. 

_ Wheezy Old Pumps. 

For. about. 75. percent of its 
supply the city is dependent upon 
'the wheezy old steam pumps at 
‘| the Queen lane and Lardner’s 
Point stations that have been in 
service since as far back as 1903. 

Breakdowns at Lardner’s Point, 
which supplies nearly half the 
city, have become increasingly, 
frequent in recent years, but) 
Water Bureau engineers have! 
‘managed thus far to keep) 
‘lenough of the over-age’ pumps 
and. boilers inservice to avert 
jcatastrophe. The newest equip: | 
|ment there was installed in 1908. | 

$65,000 for Repairs. 

Queen lane, where -the equip. 
ment’ is not quite ‘so archaic 
fi(most of the boilers were in- 
||stalled in 1912 but one was in. 
\istalled as recently as 1927) has 
\!given less trouble, but the situa-! 
_|tion at béth plants has become 


ata RE Sad 1 
| PRIORITIES. EASED * 
ON WATER PROJECT 


A Government compromise on 
priorities has speeded the city’s. 
$18,000,000 water program, Direc- 
tor of Public Works John ooilee- 
‘son announced westerday. 
| The compromise, which . ‘fol- 
lowed a plea by Neeson. at: Wash- 
ington. Thursday, will release 
metals for pumps and other i 
|portant items, he said. 

For other items, concrete oe 
other substitutes will be used. 
\Less important parts requiring 
metals will be held up for a bese 7 | 


CITY RUSHES START 
OF WATER WORK 


Priorities Granted, Bids 
for Improved System | 
_» tobe Asked soon | 


Bids for $7, arth of mate- 
rials and equipment for the city’s 
water system will be sought in the 
near future, Director of Public 
Works John H. ‘Neeson said today. 

Under priorities granted last night 
by the War Production: ‘Board, a 
start will be made on the $18,000,000 { 
improvement program, but the job | 
cannot be done to the extent plan-/ 


ned originally, Neeson said, ae 


gun as soon as possible’ on filt 
piping for the filt 
and electrical m: 
pumps at th 


He added that work would be bie! 


r pumping plant 


station, on. age 

chemical building at the: ‘Queen Lane | 
station; on electrical installations | 
at the Lardner’s Point station, and. 
on ee ea aerree “Tains 


elsewhere. _ 


the original program bec 
metal shortage. It has 
concrete piping instea 
steel wherever 


The city was. ‘required. te 


ed to,use 
; ind 
re ei ee an 


The ratings riorities 
the city is A-4, ne is't fe oe 


granted to municipalities. 


months to obtain a rating so we 
might rehabilitate the water sys- 
'tem,” Neeson said. 
to Washington ten times to point 
out how critical our situation is. | | 


we agreed we would reduce our. re- 
quirements for cast and wrought 
iron and steel, sheet steel, re-enforc- 


BI 


“We have been trying for ‘five | 
“I have been 


“After two'or three conferences, | 


ng steel, copper, bronze, manganese 


and other metals from 49,900 to 33,- 
600 tons, substituting concrete Pipes: 
for iron and steel pipes. 


“The Federal officials ; realized our | 


water system could not operate | 
without rehabilitation, and they also 
realized that the great defense in- | 
dustries in Philadelphia could not 
function without an adewnte water 
supply, 
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_ON IMPORTANT ITEMS 


But priorities on the “more impor- { 
tant things,” he did, had been ob- 


| visits he made to Washington, and 


“The priority rating: means we can 
‘ ‘ahead with part OL nur pre , 


bitectol of Public Works John Hy 
Neeson announced yesterday he had 


obtained a, promise agreement 
on priorities which will enable the | 
city’s. $18) 00 water system re- | 
habilitation program to go forward. 

Substitutions of materials will be 


| necessary in some instances, work 
| will be slowed and some portions of |: 


the program may be held up “for the 
duration,” he indicated. 


tained in the latest of a series of 


| from whieh he returned to his office 
| yesterday. 


Despite the Substitutions, Neeson 


said he believed the rehabilitation |. 


of the physical plant of the water sys- 
| tem would’costerio more than the 
or ‘ina lly-éstimated -$18,000,000, end 


| tactory: 
TO USE LESS STEEL | 


z 
ae 


Substitutions, . he said L 
clude such thihgs as the u of re- 
inforced concrete in bu Ing pump) 


houses instead of structural steel | 


ery for driving 4 
dale pumping | — 
cand a. new || 


a 


Ts will report bac 
one Philadelphia’ ec 
ities on materials nee 


ad be just: as coetes and salis- 


construction, and the use of concrete | 
instead of steel tanks. : 

Métal needed for pumps, he said, 
woulti be ota’ Ted thr ough prior itigs. | | 


fELLS WOULD. PROVIDE 
22,000,000 GALS. DAILY 


_, Plans to Drill them here: 


| Washington 
ference of ma 


1 the ‘itis would 44 
to: orce the supply in. 
area between ‘the Sch Tkilh® a a 
Delaware rivers, faech Washing- 
ton av., where are located the Navy 
Yard, the Quartermaster ae, and 


Government defense hou 
ects, 


Philadelphia by’ the newly-created 
roduction Board, yesterday 
visited filtration plants.and pumping 
stations in connection with the city’s 
proposed $18,000,000 water improve- 
Er e: 
f JO Neeson, Director of 
|| Public Works. and Seth M. Van 
Loan, engineer in charge of- the im- 
provement program, the WPB of- 
ficials made an inspection tour to 
determine how badly uy Ane Ss water 
system needs attentio: 


PRIORITIES” coe 
Presumably, ee 


been trying fo 


rand the voi 
| sale of $18, 000; 


\ the project, ore = : 
| worth seg hve ‘ey sold. 


Es = 7 


Philadelphia Water Department 


ral | Seite saat to 


/—ALORINE SUPPLIES 
ASSURED FOR CITY 
Use fc or Disinfecting of 


ter will not be Cut, 
U.S. Officials say 


y RAYMOND (©. BRECHT 
(A Bulletin Staff Correspondent) 


‘Washington, Jan. 28.—Although 
| aatetine is one of the most widely 
used chemicals in war manufacture, 
‘enough of it will be available for the 
purification of Philadelphia’ s drink- 
ing water supply. 

That was indicated Here today in 
an announcement by the Chemicals 
and Allied Products Branch of the 
new War Production. Board. 
Officials said. that. despite. a gen-. 
eral shortage. ‘the use of chlorine for 
the disinfecting of water supplies 
|| will not be curtailed, 

The importance of this chemical 
‘in water and sewage treatment, it: 
was explained, is such that it is be- 

ing accorded a high priority rating 
}over othe ciy lian needs and even 
|! ‘demands. 

| Ends City’s Conjeern 
he gnrouncement of the Chemi- 

nd ‘Allied Products Branch an- 
rs a questipn that has been of 
lerable concern among Phila- 
hia Officials for some weeks, 
ubley’R. Owen, Director of 
autand chairman of the Phila- 
hia Council of Public Defense, 
ide inquiries about the situation 
|when* he. ‘was here two weeks ago 

; tend the U. S. Conference of 

in 


S 
lat fine, ‘Dr. Owen said he 
: heard Mayor LaGuardia, U. S. 

Civilian Defense Director, mention 
chlorine would be subject to 
orities system. “I became 
ed,” said Dr. Owen, “because 
co) be sure we will have 
drinking water. 
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ssembly: Sei Start of Project 


akey ils Held Up, 


Phila. Reform and Tax 
Fights Face Session 
Starting on Tuesday 


Ozone Test Plant 


By DUKE KAMINSKI 
Of The Bulletin Staff. 

Harrisburg, Jan. 1—A drive to 
improve Philadelphia’s city, govern- | 
ment will share top billing with 
Governor Duff's $80,000,000 wel- 
fare. program and a slam-bang 
battle over taxes when the Legis- 
lature convenes this week. 

The 138th session of the General 
Assembly will be called to order 
at noon Tuesday against a political 
background that may find the red- 
haired governor from Pittsburgh 
pitted against the more‘ conserva- 
tive forces.in his own Bh i ig 
Party. 

Duff today is completing his 
opening message, to be delivered to 
a joint session of House and Senate 
at 3 o'clock Tuesday afternoon, 
after both houses complete their or- 
ganization. \ 

The message, expected to take 
only 20 minutes to deliver, will call 
primarily for an expansion of Penn- 
sylvania’s public health, welfare 
and conservation programs. / It was 
described as a message that will 
propose in. concise terms “‘the things 
the public is demanding aver: 
ment.” Ba wea 


Phila. Reforin-Situation aie: 


There was no indication whether 
Duff would mention the swelling 
demand for reform. in Philadelphia, 
but there was ho doubt the legis- 
lators would find this one of the 
meatiest subjects on the agenda. 

Whatever battles were in the off- 
ing, they would have to be fought 
out by a legislative lineup still Re- 
publican-dominated but showing 
substantial increases in Democratic 
strength. In the House, there will 
be 117 Republicans and 91 Demo- 
crats—with 105 votes a majority. 
The Senate will have 35 Republi- 
cans and 15 Democrats—with 26 a 
majority. . 

How these legislators will line 
up on proposals for consolidation of 
Philadelphia’s city-county govern- 
ment, a new city charter and other 
local reforms will be one of the 
major developments of the session. 

At the same time, Governor Duff, 


‘and will be delayed at least 
acknowledged yesterday. 


to get the plant into operation. 

The ozone process was ordered 4 
in an effort to decide if the city 
can continue to use the Delaware 
and Schuylkill Rivers here as its 
source of water. The alternative 
is to bring the water from upstate. 

Ozonation, a departure from the 
filtration methcds used for years, 
was recommended by a_ special 
water commission appointed by the 
mayor in 1945. It was part of a 
‘general improvement and ex- 
| pansion program suggested. for the 
present system. ‘~ 


36 Million Gallons a Day 


Whether or not. the City finally 
would have to develop a new source, 
the water commission reported, 
would depend on the success of 
ozonation and the general rehabili- 
tation of the system in producing 
an adequate supply of healthful, 
palatable water. 

The ozone plant at the Belmont 
works, Belmont av. and Ford road, 
was placed under contract in the 
spring of 1947. It is expected to 
make 36,000,000 gallons of water 
taste-frce and odor-free each day. 
for the West Philadelphia area. 

At the time, Elbert J. Taylor, 
chief of the Water Bureau, pointed 
out that the plant would be the! 
largest of its kind in the United 
States. Other ozonation systems, 
he said, are treating less than 
5,000,000 gallons daily, — 

Taylor yesterday attributed most 
of the deiay to the vastness ‘of che 
experiment, The bureau has en- 
countered, he said, almost continu- 
ous engineering. difficulties and 
shortages in material and skilled 
personnel, : 

Ozonation, its backers claim, will 
eliminate tastes and odors regard- 
less of their source. The present 
Belmont system uses sand filters, 
along with the standard chlcrina- 
tion method, and the ozone is to 
be used before the water Rote 
through these processes. 


‘Spark Sets Up Gas 


Ozone is.a gas, and is to be. manu- 
factured at Belmont by passing: 
cleaned and dried air across a pow- 
erful electric spark. It will then 
be bubbled up through the water 
in tanks, combining with impuri- 
ties to make them easy to remove. 

“A great deal of the delay,” ‘Tay-’ 
lor said, “has been due to the ne-| 
|cessity for making engineering | 
changes. 

“Among. other things we have | 
had to consider the expected lite | 
of the equipment and its perform- 
ance under different circumstances, 
WS well as the» 7esults of possibie | 

ere The system has not} 
d he ere hiefo) re on this scale, | 

a margin for - 
mt supply the 
c eds of thou- 
j ands of people.” 
; ‘The plant was origin: ally expert- | 
Continued on Pag2.2, Col, 2 | 
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9 Mos. 


Buse tr» t/2fhF? . 
at Belmont to Take 


Another 3; Year More Will Be Needed 
To See If the Process Is Effective 


By JOHN G..MéCULLOUGH of The Bulletin Staff 
A $1,000,000 experiment to find out whether Philadelphia 
can get good water without spending half a billion dollars or 
so developing new sources is nine months behind schedule, 


another three, city officials 


The experiment is the treatment of water throuch 
ozonation. The ozone equipment, which cost $600,000, has 
been ready at the Belmont filter station in West Philadelphia 
for three months, but the City has not completed other work 


Heavy Doses of Alum 
Used at Filter Plant 


Alun, lots of it, is being dump- 
ed into ‘the water at the Torres- 
dale filter station, but it has noth- 
ing to do with the “gassy, brassy, 
phenol” taste that’s been bother- 
ing about half the city. 

The alum, officials said, is be- 
ing used in increased doses to 
combat turbidity caused by- the sis 
_ recent rains. The alum causes im- 
purities to settle to the: “bottom 
of the filter basins, : 

Samuel Cirelli, superintendent 
of the plant, sald it was first 
hoped that the heavy rains might 
help dilute the wastes causing the 
tarry taste. Instead they created 
anew problem by churning up 
the river. 


Water Works Priorities 
I" is good news to Philadelphians 
that questions. of priority for 
waterworks improvemerits have been 
settled so that ‘SO fary val” ‘materials 
ee concerned the. work: ee now. go 
rward. ee 
The City is far vbehind on its 
waterworks Nd deraaeid which bod 


a pe ak 


Me 


f the delay whe of 


Il’S con- 


fling task ehien | no one! can | e. cer- 
tain what’ ee restrictions or- 
row’s war ?pri Pana 
impose: ae Fos 

The fact that the City 
ning to get through: , 
stead of 49,300 tons ‘of (metal, ae ‘ 
fies not only to the d culties of the 4 
Department of Public Works inedé: 
signing the improvements, but‘ al&o to 
a certain effectiveness in the pron: : 
ties rationing’system. — 

Meanwhile. water ednelynapetons is 
rising. rapidly and there. is’ oncern 
over. a "possible shot inthe sum- 

| mereCouncil has ne ve heeded the ad- 
vice it has received so often to con- 
Serve water by metering the unmeter- 
ed services and by a. scientific sched- 
ule of charges. 


50’) for emergency repairs,“ 
© 2 $18,000,000 rehabilitatio: 


|dependable water supply, 
‘jeation and distribution system, 


: — ing a survey. It was. neces- 


‘}quired néarly a year. 
i By that time the city was faced 


with priorities. 


blanket priority rating for t @}1 
}Whole program, making many 


‘trips to Washington to explain} * 


a 


the critical conditions to officials 


/itS predecessor, 

E *! Production Management. ‘ 
By revising the plans to substi: 
tute. concrete for iron, stee}: sand} 
other critical materials, the metal 
y|requirements were cut from 49s 
9/900. to 33,600 tons. : & 


i oo ere priorities: should 
| plied for piecemeal by the emo 
contractors and subcontractors. 


gone, Neeson said. 


ot a Top Priority.» 
/@ While A-4 is fer from a fop pi 
ority, it is as high as any being 
0 ae eeied {o municipalities. Neeson 
)|said it would enable him.to call 
¢ifor bids on $7,000,000 worth of 
equipment and materials. Work 
will be started on installation of 
two new electric pumps. at the 
Queen la. station and on other 
{ |improvements. 

In the meantime, the Dravo 
,|Cerporation, of Pittsburgh, suc- 


er 


installed at Lardner’s Point, man- 
aged somehow on its own initia- 
tive to get an A-2 priority, which 
“lis well up. 

"-Dravo Will begin installation of 
‘|two of the new pumps late in the 
summer, but they «cannot » be 
|placed in service in time to help 
Z care of the peak load. 


os 


és "Hopes to End Waste, 

The only real hope Neéson ‘sées 
-|of averting a.summer pingh i isto 
lightén the load. on the: overtaxed 
system by eliminating waste,” Pit- 
ometar (waste water). surveys 
.carriel-on as a WPA project. re- 
|, Sulted\ in savings of 9,000,000 gal- 


amount this year. 


peas Philadelphia an up-to-date i 


&) Government officials aay a “al 


That would have caused hopeless > 


servation of water by consumers. | 


The chief 


= \|waste, he said, : 
Neeson tried. hard to get ajA 


mere 
ean the Joss’ Of t 


J 


aa assistance. aE 
Wilson e% 


ects for submissi 
Neeson (then 


and 


nard. Samuel 
orities for his * 
failuré to » rehabilita 


of 24 community 


would have the 


He addressed a 


Chamber of 


ave. 


job is simple enough—|t 

“Works John H. Neeson is|crews measure the. flow at two) 
1Z a special appropriation: of different’ ‘points on the same pipe. 
If ‘the. amount decreases, they | 


- Main Break Discovered. 
At 3d and Dickinson sts., pito- 
purifi-| meter crews) ‘discovered a main 
2 break which. Showed no su*face 
llalready is a year behind schedule:| evidences ° whateyer; the water | 
=| The expenditure was authoriz-| was draining away under the sur- 
‘}ed by the voters two years ago| face, 100,000 gallons a day. 
-As an adjunct of the pitometer } 
however, to design the filter|surveys, Neeson is preparing to! 
A aaS. pumps, » ete.,. .and that re-!launch a poster cam 


f water in 24 hours. | 
waterworks rehabilitation | 
m ‘probably would: have+ 
‘of the War Production Board and|been finished before sthis—and. at) 
the Office “of|less cost to the’ 

““\but “for the reluctance of PB pea 
ear officials: ‘to: accept: 


‘on pilita aye 
? ut CO, icte the fae | 
L sta Ta 


Smee finante othe 


;capital im 

* Council tirnéd:a deaf ear until 
the early fall 1938. ’Then, with a 
sudden changé of heart, it gave 
Neeson just two weeks to prepare 
water and sewage disposal proj- 


Bureau: of Engineering, Surveys | 
arity made ao ‘on’ “his 


Last night, Acting®: 


system, eo 
“But he: essurake 


zations of Northeast Phil 
that eventually ern 


eeting 
of. the North Baty (2 Philadetpnn 


————— Gh dl belads 


gn for con-| 
@ of domestic’ 
leaky” ‘faucets. |, 


“a spigot can) 
to 640 gallons 


payers too— | 


ew | 


osal. plant 
a important 


on to PWAs - 
chief... df the | 


“Mayor Ber- 
blamed _ pri- 
administration’s 


ate the water 
re: entatives | 
Vie organi-) 


lladelphia 


“best: f ys"| 
tem in the United aaa ie | 


/ 


ommeéree- at the 


jlons a\day during 1941 and Nee- Torresdale- Frankford Cott ry 
}son Hopes to save an equal Club, Grant _st..and “Frankford 


+ 


bere 


half ‘weeks. 


om 


% 


System Cuts Depe ence 


'| Vision Yesterday; 
| Water Today.” 


. The Philadelphia Navy Yard 
built-its own auxiliary water sup: 
ee system as a precaution acuet 
la.serious breakdown in the anti-| 
quated city watérworks, — 


pent anticipation: of the present sit- 
vation, when the intensified de- 
mands of defense industries are| ' 
taxing the city’s overage pump- 
ing stations to the danger point. 


‘now supplying the bulk of its do-| 
{mestic and industrial needs so. 
that its consumption of water’ 
from the city mains has been cut 
to half the former 2,000,000 gal- 
lons a day. In any emergency the| 
city water could be dispensed with | 
entirelyg ies" 


City Supply; Neeson 
Sjeeds Repairs: 


ke 
fr 


editorial, 


“Sort, of 
Short of||- 


See 


By LEEDS MOBERIJ 


“It was installed a‘'year ago, it 
as learned yesterday, in appar-j 


Needs Cut by Half. | 
The yard’s own waterworks, are! | 


The: of supply is five 
artesian is with an output of 
'700 ga minute each—a com- 
‘bined ¢apatity of about 5,400,000 
| gallo: @ay compared ‘with a 
peed | 100. 


(eesori’ Speeds Work. 
Medsiwnile Director: of Public 


Works « ers H. Neeson, armed 


with 


crue 


eed ahead or.’ 
18,000,000 walter’ 
abilitation program, 
eS year behind sched- 


He fiyéaicd that bids on $2,- 


pee 2 rating, an- 


|000,0004vorth ‘of work will be 


opened in the next three and a 


wiority, Philadelphia mater! : 
yesterday to’ invits. bids 4 
units of the $18,000,000 water) 
rehabilitation ‘program. 

Bids for ap proximately “$/5600,000 | 
worth of ticterils will be re: ved by.} 
April 15, it was. announced)». John 
H. Neeson, Diréctor of Publ{g. Yorks. 
OTHER. BID. PLANS LAID 

On April 8, he said, bids will be 
opened for power transformers, elec- 
tric switch gears and. a contyal | 
switchboard for the Torresdale filter 
plant in the Northeast. On the 
same day, bids will be opened for 
sludge,collection equipment and mi 


‘ing equipment for the rapid sa. 


Bids on a pre -. Kreatment,: 
Works to be installed ‘at. the 
Lane filter plant wit! be ea ind 
opened on April 15. f 
A- 4 PRIOKITY OBTAINED. 

In addition, Neeson aides ° 
some $5,000,000 of oth 
and equipment. will b 
the near future. 

It was not ung. la, 


filter. beds, also at Torresdale. —— 4 


1 WyVPER- TODAY 
Mus_ Philad phia. 


gation watgpee 
That’s the question officia’s ult 
must answer, as defcose ts i 


greater burdens on the city aloo 


supply system. eee gs 
The Mayor: and his aides blame a Was, 
tion on priorities. : 

Truth is, priorities. are ack tg blame for the? 

olight in which our City Fathers find them- 
selves. An A-4 priority has;been granted en 
materials required: tacon mplete 
delayed $18,000,000" ion. 
That’s as high as ary. 
Apalities in these day, 

But under that priority, 
to complete the immediately ni 
ments this year. Hence, there 
shortage, especially during tt 
months. 

To blame Uncle Sam for thz 
to forget completely. the fact 
Fathers since the early ‘1: 
water plant { 
and never beg 
til the war 


that failure of th ofher pump 
a ee, of the city without water; 


filters at Torresdale were ddeaas, 
8. 40-year-old boilers at Lardners Point 
were working nie Pag a ey: 


Since then, mi eave been made) 
largely® th mt PA 

But the bij job, the job ‘of th 
habilitation, tHe City Fathers put dff and off 
until, for tical ‘reasons, a referendum fin- 
ally was held on, an $18,000,000 ond issue for| 
water improvements. ad | 

The public overwhelmingly ‘approved that | 
water bond issue—TWO,YE 

¥et even ‘then—long, be 
ously ater the iva 


ugh re- d 


fore we were seri- 
r—Council chose to | 


ipent. > 
1, Ww en electiofP pressure again 
became effective, did the City Fathers begin 
to bestir themselves. But even now, very 
little has been done. 
* * * 


With water consumption now running 25,- 


000, 000 gallons’ fay. gbove normal, and sum- 


i baishine and ‘dan- || 
Vincdhsaes ack fense factories. 
Let the esponsibility, be pla “Where it 
belongs: = 
On the City Fathers, who couldn’t imagine |! 
missing the water until the we! ran dry. . ! 


... Minimize the effects of enemy 


‘and gas lines, 


C. Citizens’ Defense Corps are being 


| JTRUCTION. MANUAL FOR. a COURSES. 


NNSYLVANIA CITIZENS’ DEFENSE CORPS. 


. The | Official Instruction Manual, prélitved | 
Penna Council of Defense is being printed i 
so that_ all members of the Corps and the 


ts entirety in The Evening Bulletin, in a form convenient for pasting | into a scrapbook, ; 


y the Institute of Local and State Governments, University of Pennsylvania, for the 
ty public may acquire a copy of this valuable study. and. reference guide. 


General Course 


Introduction — 


- 2. Regional offices co-ordinate 
and advise, 


BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR ARM BAND CERTIFICATION 
__CITIZEN’S DEFENSE CORPS UNITS 


Hours Required Es 7 
oe =thhe ; 


A. The purpose of a local organiza- 
tion for civilian protection is to 
' provide a “passive” defense 
against enemy air raids and to 
protect eivilian life and property. 


with the Army corps areas, There 
are nine regions, each with a Te- 
gional office, “‘Permsylvania, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland and the District 
of, Columbia are in the third re-— 
“gion, with headquarters at Bal- 
, Maryland. 

Tiaison Army officers ‘have 


GAS 
| DEFENSE & 


B. Passive defense is designed to 


fH 


production activities. 
b. To disorganize communica- 
tion and ‘transportation, and 
c. To break down the morale of 
the civilian population by 
- creating fear and panic. 


2. The enemy can be frustrated by 
proper organization of, counter 
measures and training of serv- 
ice squads to: : 

. Control the movements ‘of 

ae population during a raid, 

b. Direct the public to max’ 

“mum shelter available and| | 

instruct*,them in  taking}” 
cover, 9% . : 

c. Repair broken mains, power 


ios control centers, 
Auxinary Firemen j 


parsing get Staff ele] | ssigned from the Third Re- 
mhemy objectives in air raids} ~ : Office to the Pennsylvania 
‘Tare: | Messengers oy aad * ae of Defense to aid in ciyil- 
= 3 : fense problems, particular- 
a. To destroy or cripple defense Drivers ieee lanning and establish- 


XIRIRTY 


Rescue Squads 


stablished by legis- 


Auxiliary Police wecutive Proclamia- 


Bomb Squads 


RN 
Le 
ad 
ee 


€ Council of Defense Act 
; authorized the Governor 
‘to create by proclamation ‘a 
State Council of Defense to co- 
ordinate State and local activi- 
ties related to national and State 
defense. 


b. The Governor established the 
State Council of Defense by proc- 
lamation on eda 1,-1941. 

re: 


Air Raid Wardens 


Fire. Watchers 


pir a corne & 


5 

a 

a 
NN 
SINT, 


NN 
pak 
< 
Ni 


> aa 
a 0 is chair- 
-\) d. Reopen streets and restore 
,, communications, 
~"e, Extinguish incendiary fires 
' before  conflagrati ‘ 
started, arr 
f. Rescue persons trapped i ies Repair 
demolished houses an 'b 
ings, f 
g. Render prompt first aid. 
- hospitalization to the out 
ed, and | 
h. Provide food and she lter 
those made homeless. b 
emy bombardment. = ~ 


By a 
oe ted. by the 


Units are required to take certain basic’: 
ualify for Arm Bands. The above table 
ce guide to training courses required of | 
ers of each of the several Terps 


fe enty-hole Course must be taken, — 
included in totals of ourses or hours required. 
Appointed by the 


he House. 


’ iw co-ordina- 


6 te -ocD and 

. Pedeval agencies in civil- 
tion and such. ‘programs 

2 fitness, tea g and 


organized and trained to rotect 
civilians ‘ 


ourse, Unit I] to ly, Hours : 


_1. Civilian defense 


a | 


unctions include planning, co. 


ind Rand Sa; “Thitial planning and execution of Q) Div 

ut n wrograms désigned to protect ci- 
ilian life and property in air raid 
emergencies, 

Promotion of activities designed 
to sustain national morale and to 
create. Popo ties for con- 
structive civilian participation’ in ire 
the defense progran 5 
. Advice and assistance to State hoes 
and local councils of defense} 
through: 


(1). Regional. offi which , 
the field! gees teh x Abe 
“and from which Waison a es 

seers are a haan to t 

 Stetes: 


ry: Garder j 
nd A eriean Unity. programs,” 


panic and widespread d ae Supp 
tion.. = evastar defense: thecounty 


vania. 
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Pune 


A flood of water from ab oke 
main endangered.Buhl Planeta: 


today and flooded the 4d 
jexh me in the ‘building. 


The break occurred out 
in-a water main alo W 
St. near the Planete j 
water flooding dowr 
far- as West Park. 
The* os ee 
duplicate the 
only five in the cou. 
not have been replac 
the war had-it been a. 


of History exhibit at. Rare ae ted bey 
| Planetarium on the North at alued at S008 


Micri 
e today was to use aboat. | ut may be Tea for 


But the water in the base- |late today. 
ment won't: stop. the »Plane~ Man Knocked Down By Torren 


om staging it The Hall of Light, on the lo: 

set Hs roe sel level, was the last to be cleared 

7 ots fe pichure Pye water but, upstairs, the _— 
e low 


show, “Colors in the Sky,” 
water main break that caused. sented at 10 a. m. 
the trouble. 5 =" > 3 
a x 


Damage was done princip 
ithe air conditioning Fagg eel E 
pasanie shop and to instrums 
belonging to amateur astro 


When. the main burst, : 
knocked down by the rush ° 
wate: ant ae thought Hitler 


1705 Buena :Vista St, 
of the ‘fi 


BLANKET. SYSTEM 
RIORITIES 


on. ‘Basis of SBecitic 
_ Requirements. 


FREDERICK, R. BARKLEY 
sane Rei pe New York 
~ Times 


4 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
a 
\ 


( . “fundamental 
| change” in ‘the | riorities system. | 
‘under the plan, a “specific re- 


| quirements approach” to the con. 
} trol and distribution of scarce ma- 
‘terials will replace the blanket or | 
‘general priority rating orders as) 
‘Yapidly ‘as the necessary new or- 
‘jders and procedures can ‘be put 
‘into effect, : 
_ J. S. Knowlson, WPB Director 
\of Industry Operations, said most | 
‘tof the blanket rating will be re- 
i|voked or allowed to expire ber 
‘tween April 1 and June 30, Com- | 
“| panies operating under these | 
(blanket ratings will then be re- 
{quired to apply for priority assist? 
‘janee under the pro tion * re- 
‘quirement plan, he saids~, 
+ Closer Check Necessary. | 
& Explaining the .new:. plan,| 
Knowlson said: 2. * ie ; 
|The rapidly’ incibasi aie aietin, 
‘als requirements of the 
é gram make © it impractical to! 
|jcontinue use of preference ratings. 
which have been assigned under 
‘\existing ‘P’ orders to whole in-| 
‘|dustries, without any exact check’ | 
‘tof the amount of material which | 
jsuch ratings. may be Meee tor 
; obtain. a 
+ “Through — the production: ‘re- |) 
_ {quirements plans, the director of! 
{industry operations will. continue: 
< to assign ratings to deliveri ; Of |; 


g ithe rating assigned in. ak case 
|may be used. to:obtain only a 
‘|specified . quantity. of anateriglay 

Q or products, aa 

|-.— Quarterly ‘Applications: a 

| “Under the production require 
jments plan, a company makes aL 
single application for ‘Priority? 
‘fassistance . covering. all ©. i 

8 estimated needs over a_ three- 

- month period. The applicant must 
‘lsubmit full information as to his ’ 
‘linventories, the end use ot, tants ; 
|products, ete. . rg 
Ne “Priority ratings are 


tte permit producers of sp 
-\essential to the war effo 

imum - sepeien pee 
pecified quantitie »mater ; 
ring a: quarter. Ssaerin appli. | 

reations may be filed when a com- 
ny needs additional ‘material | 
because of increased war or other | 
essential business. } 


tan protection. . 


a. The chain of command in civi 
defense extends from the 
Ofiice of Civilian Defense 
the State Council of De 
the county and. local 
councils. By agreement, the 
will deal directly with the. 


mmunications, regul 
catauetions and public 
= “supplied by the State 


ib For. purposes of c0-0: ‘ 
co-operation and assis 
civilian protection, th 
divided into eight regions, 
headed by a State peewee 
tor: Br 
c. A Chief Air Raid Warden: and. a 
Fire Warden for the State have 
been appointed by the State Coun- 
cil to co-ordinate and supervise 
the air raid wardens’ service and 
r auxiliary fire organization, re- 
spectively, and to act.as consult- 
ants and advis “is their respec- 


den also Sincrviats: the training 
of auxiliary firemen. : 


1 @S- 


sen advise on, 
struction. “ma 
tion of 4 C 
“workers. in th 

duty cour se#outlined by the U.S. 
‘OCD. - The Training Division op- 
_ efates through the County Direc- 
“tors of Civilian Defense Schools. 


C. Loeal,, Defense Oriaiite: 
: tion 


“af. CBlneite of Defense. 


A. Establishment autnurizea py 
State Council of Defense Act 
{1). The State Council of Defense 
Act: (1941) P.L. 6, Act No. 3) au- 
' thorizes each political subdivision 
to establish a local council of ide- 
ferise by proclamation of the ex- 
ecutive officer or governing body. 
(2) Local councils are established to 
co-operate with and assist -the 
State Council and to perform such 
services as the State Council re- 
quests. In so far as applicable, 
local councils have the same 
powers and duties within their 
jurisdictions as the State Coun- 
cil. 
“(3) More than 700 county and local 
defense councils have been estab- 
lished in Pennsylvania. Me Ws 


iB. County defense councils are hu 
of civilian protection activ 


3. ‘State Counsell suipenyiises civil. 


hief Fire War-; ° 


: pro ns related to defense, ‘sucl 
as health, recreation, and y 
fare programs}; study of 
fense aspects of such probl em 


housing, transportati 
sumers’ interest, and lal 
ply. Local councils 


respohsible for the line function| 

of. organizing and directing ci- 
vilian protection from air raids. 
il to/(2) The: organization chart (Fig- 
in-| ure 1) gives a generalized pic-|’ 
ture of local defense organiza- 

variations 


tion. Wide 
among communities 
Sylvania, 


V7 ox 


AIR RAID 
WARNING 
SYSTEM. 


es Office of Civilian 
‘and the State Council of Defei 
are supplied to the county cou 
_ cils of defense which in turn dis- 
"tribute them to’the local councils. 


iC. ‘Municipal defense councils di- 
» ~rect local civilian defense. 


ctions of local defense 
varied, They include 
nent and training of 
‘workers; participatio 


exist 
in Penn-| 
In most municipalities 


[MESSENGER] 
LORIVERS. (irene) 


Works, a * Utili 
his dire Zion. 


Povaire 
“for calling 


dispat.hes 


_.protect civilian 1 
b. Organization is ased on 

government 

The basis of civilian protection 
_. organization is the existing mu- 
nicipal go’ ment. Police, fire, 
and public works functions are 
usually assigned to those munici- 
pal departments. The emergency | © 
“eet tn services maybe organ-| — 


‘units provided 
‘es OCD are organized into 
emergency services: Fire, Po 


» and Utilities. 


ed under the Department of 
eal Thus the emergency 
; , except for the Wardens’ |: 


merely supplement or} or, ae exist among: 


and are at the-disposal of 
commander. 


the regular péace-time sylvi 
“centers, inh or ad comp 
€ orgaplyaton is : 
vided. In scant im 
: maintenance of all 16 corp 
i not be 


al functions. 
c ‘Commander A ow as pro-. 
tection operations 

The commander has full control 
over the operations of the civilian 
protection organization during 
periods of air raid emergency. 
The chiefs of the emergency serv- 
1608, Fire, Police, Wardens, Medi- 


GOVERNMENTAL 


HEAD OF GOVERNMENTAL UNIT 
F STAFF -UNITS 


City, County, Town, ete. 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
(er Coordinator) 


VOLUNTEER + CHIEF OF 
OFFICE 


VOLUNTARY . 
SS, | PARTICIPATION | 


INFORMATION AND 
PUBLICITY ° 


— yuawyjo2ud- yenp:Any 
z 
m 


¥ 23 
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ties, 


i 


the 
when there i is need 


the 


‘ahd maintains 
their istribution. > 
ts com rise Citizens’ : 


ateéen ciffzens* 


co-ordinated © 
air ‘raid war 


a iliary Service units 
re corte through the” 


eet emer-_ 


gay 


for - 


six 
lice, 


Wardens, Medical, Public Works, © 
In addition, staff 
" workers, messengers, and drivers 
are assigned to the control center 


the , 


Variations in civilian protection 
Penn- ° 


‘communities. In urban 
lete ; 


‘omorrow) = 


_ LOCAL CIVILIAN DEFENSE ORGAN IZATIO ' 


Suggested by U.S. Office of Civilian Defense 


FEDERAL AND STATE 
AGENCIES 


ry; in some ‘aha ‘ 
“several scorps © 
or will be! con- 


“INSTRUCTION MANUAL FOR BASIC. COURSES 


— 
A complete civilian protec- 
tion organization 18. 
- described below. 
a ~) Air Raid Warden Service 
Be (a) Air Raid Wardens 
la 1. Duties 
Air, raid wardens are chiefly re- 
sponsible for maintaining order, 
: assisting civilians, directing serv- 
ie ice units to points of need, advis- 
ing “¢ivilians on air raid precau- 
tions and defense, 
a 2. Organization 
a. In each:county there is a chief 
‘air raid Warden appointed by and 
responsible to the county de- 
fense council. He is responsible 
for advice on and supervision of 
air raid wardens’ operations in 
the county. Local councils of de- ; 
fense, in turn, have appointed Fae 
their own Chief air raid wardens. DEPARTMENT: 
b. A State-wide system of zones, CHIEF 
sectors, and posts has been or- 
ganized on the basis of popula- 
tion. Communities are divided 
into zones. a 
Each zone. is headed by. a zone 
= warden. ‘The population of a AUXILIARY 
zone is approximately 50,000. FIREMEN 
Zones are. ‘subdivided into about 
10 sectors. 2 
_d. Each sector is headed by.a sector 
warden who reports to his zone 
warden. “Sectors have a popula- 
tion of about 5,000, and are sub- 
divided into about: 10 posts) : 
e. Each post is staffed by a. senior] |. 
post. warden and thre Rs 
i post wardens. The - 
sates population of about 500: 
operating unit during : 
raids. 
Fire Watchers 


AIR RAID 
WARNING SYSTEM 
INFORMATION 


AIR RAID "WARNING 
SERVICE 
WARNING DISTRICT 
CENTER 


RESCUE 
SQUADS 


FUNCTIONS 


iss 

Controlling and extin- 
Suishing major fires, 
arganizing emergency 
equipment, ‘Storage, fire 
vention. rescue of 
Sons from demolished 


or burning houses. 


raid 
chers take ‘up capes on roo! 
at other - ‘points 


“A 
or other, disaster, 
sisted usually” by, 
zations equipped. 

(2) Emergency: 
(a) Auxiliary Firety 
Under the direct: 
first-grade | fir auxiliary 
firemen lay h slays, operate 
\ small pumpers, andin other ways 

= ) assist the regular’ firemen. 
Kt . Rescue Squads 
e These squads rescue periona 
trapped in ebris; shut off brok- 
en gas, electric, and water lines; 
shore; walls, tunnel | through 
debris, and; do minor demolition 
jobs; and render emergency first 
aid: : 
(3), Emergency Police Servied 

fa) Auxiliary police 

Auxiliary’ police assist. the regu- 
lar police in enforcing blackouts 
and emergency-restrictions on’ © 
lighting and ‘trespassing; guarding 
pat docks,. bridges, and factories to 
¢ prevent sabotage; regulating 
ere ffic to facilitate movement of 
vehicles; and prevent- 
of partially demolished 


of officers or! 


po 


of disaster 


eon 


urses’ Aides Corps 


aa Ecc. body of| and. buildings. 


ER Road Repair Crews 


| 


Pas ees PENNSYLVANIA CITIZENS’ DEFENSE CORPS © 


Ilment the Offici Instruction Manual, pre pared by the Institute of Local ‘and Ste 
», ae feed peigrs sinh pee of Deut which is being printed in its entirety in The Evening Bulletin, in 
7S take scrapbook, so that all members of the ‘Corps’and the general public may acquire a copy of this valuable’ 


CIVILIAN PROTECTION Ne 
“LOCAL COUNCIL OF DEFENSE 


Suggested by U. S. Office of Civilian Defense 


VOUNTEER OFFICE 


AND OTHER SERVICES OF 
VOLUNTEER PARTICIPATION 


INDUSTRIAL PLANTS 
AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


DEPARTMENT 


Training of the 
population, contr 
movements, cl 
streets, assist 
wounded, mai 


Control of traffic, patrol- 
ling of streets, guarding 
of special defense points, 
preventing looting, en- 
forcing blackouts. Control. 
ling panic, removal’ of 
duds and time bombs. 


ane duds or, have delayed- -action 
“fllses. This work requires an un- 
usual degree of knowledge, skill, 
}jgand devotion, and is usually en- 
‘ trusted to picked men of the regu- 
‘Jar police force who have been 
carefully trained for the work. 
(4) Emergency Medical Service 
fo) Emereen>s Medioal Fld Units |~ 
These field units are organized py 
hospitals and dre composed of 
squads of physicians, nurses, and 
nursing auxiliaries. Upon orders 
from, the control center, the medi- 
cal squad .proceeds to the scene 
d sets up a casualty 
_ if necessary, a first 


Bis a gas a ita ase Squads is doubly important: when nor- |: 
treat clothing ‘ ment mal communications have brok- 
and chemically ©. meutralize -en down, 
streets and walls contaminated References: 


. speedy repair or r 


(1) Staff Growp (under ueaiése 


‘ses’ aides receive special train- 
fo assist nurses in wards and 
tient clinics of. hospitals, 
che services, and casual- 
18“and first aid posts 
mergency medical 


(a) Cominanike L 
- The du byt his section in- 


Thesé_ crews remove rubble and 
debris" from streets, “fill craters 
made by bombs or broken pave- 
ments, and raze unsafe “walls 


E EVENING BULLETIN-PHILA , 


| 


£ a baw 


7 in University of 
f convenient for pasting 
sand reference guide. 


(Civilian Defense Corps) 


s 
LOCAL COUNCIL 
OF DEFENSE 


CIVILIAN j 
DEFENSE COMMANDER, 
SCHOOLS  SCITIZENS DEFENSE 
: CORPS | 


CONTROL CENTER 


“WARDEN S- EMERGENCY _ PUBLIC WORKS 
DIVISION MEDICAL DIVISION EMERGENCY 
CHIEF CHIEF DIVISION. CHIEF 
AIR RAID EMERGENCY MEDICAL | DEMOLITION AND J 
WARDEN FIELD UNITS CLEARANCE CREW | 
: FIRE NURSES AIDES ROAD REPAIR” q J 
WATCHERS CORPS SQUADS. i 


EMERGENCY FOOD 
AND HOUSING CREW 


“neutralization and clean. 
ing of gassed areas. 


sage centers, se and 
first aid posts, fire stations, 
and police precincts; ‘their work 


available » 
road ma 


A Civilian Defense Vohiinteer Of- 
fice: What It Is, How It Is Set 
Up, What It Does, How to Organ- 
ize It, OCD 

Edgewood Lectures, Series se “Gen- 
eral Subjects, OCD, 1941 

How To Organize Civilian Protec- 

tion In Your Community, OCD 

Local Organization for Civilian Pro- 
vection, OCD, July 1941 

Manial for the Organization of Lo- 

cal Cor neils of hea In Penn- 


by the persistent liq ids known 
as “blister grses.” 
(6) Emergency Ut We Service 
Utilities—Repair Squads 
sponsible for keepin, 
ices in working: 


utility mains and, 
or destroyed in air raids. ae 


oe f control payed 


Bera! office work. The € 
ig described; in? 


% rps ye sar Aprils 7 "Yo 
Drivers og ‘ites ‘by “the State Council of D 
commander or. 


elie SB control centers, a 
and to other service units when li 
i d. Men and women te) 

er th ~ 


1. The commander is ‘appointed by 


; Tis is the Third install ment of the O 


. General Course 
Unit II—1¥, to 2 Hours 
he ONTROL CENTER 


“CONTROL SYSTEM GIVES 
NIFIED OPERATION 


1. Commander is supplied with pic- 
ture of situation in field 

In a civilian protection organi- 
zation which is decentralized and 
operating throughout a munici- 
pality or area, some. means is re- 
quired to enable the commander 
to know the disposition of aux- 
iliary. service squads and all that 
is happening in the area under his 
control, so that he can wisely as- 
sign the necessary service units 
to points of need. The control 
system serves this purpose. 


DISTRICT 
WARNING 


AUXILIARY AUXILIARY AIR RaiD 
FIREMEN POLICE WARBENS 


RESCUE 
Squads 


2. Orders are transmitted quickly 
and accurately 

All citizens’ defense corps units 
in a control center area are sub- 
ject tc the commander’s: orders. 
With his staff, he manages ivil- | 
ian protection operations. The 
control system enables him to 
transmit his orders quickly and} 
accurately and to co-ordinate the 
activities of all defense squads. 


B. COMMANDER DIRECTS CI- 
: VILIAN PROTECTION 


tome 
sauaos WATCHERS 


vith GK SP aa RELICS Palen 4 


- AND OTHER 
VOLUNTARY 
PARTICIPATION 
WORKERS 


C. CONTROL CENTER IS “NERVE 


the local or county council of de- CENTER” OF CIVILIAN PROTEC- 


fense sagan IN ACTION 


2. Main control center serves as his |1. Air raid warning messages are 


4." Te aris corps workers who have dependent control centers to co- 
tal arm bands °~: - ordinate operations in their own 
a. Basiorand special duty instruction | Communities.. They may 
of. citizens’ defense corps work-| . cated in»police or fire head 
ers is the responsibility of the| ters, or or_ suitable but 


headquarters ~* received from the civil air raid 
During air raid emergencies, the district warning center. 
a eee a 3 Se in | 2. Such messages are transmitted to 
e main control center from I Pa 
which he directs civilian protec- 3 sae eae eee mr . 3 
tion activities with the assistance |¥ Orders for sounding air raid 
of his staff. alarms are issued. 
4. Reports of air raid.-damage are 
3. He. co-ordinates operations = received from air raid wardens. 
auxiliary wnits 5. Operating units are dispatched to 
In all periods when his area has incidents, 
received a red warning, and}- 
thereafter until official word is |D. AREA SERVED BY CONTROL 
received that hostile airplanes are| CENTER DEPENDS ON LOCAL 
no longer operating in range, the FACTORS 
commander assumes full power : 
to direct such operations as. he » i. Population 
‘deems advisable in passive de- I 
fense. All citizens’ defense corps a. In’ general, one control center: 
units are subject to his command Will serve a population of 100,000, 
during emergencies and are com- pow eae wade variations proper- 
mitted according to his orders. | Pe, OCEUE: . 
His relationship with the various |). Small cities and other communi- 
functional groups is depicted in} ties which are not located con- 
‘Figure 3, veniently close to other cities will 
find it necessary to establish in- 


County; Bicectne of Civilian ‘De- 
fense Schools, under.the super- 
vision of the Training Division of 
the State Council of Defense. * 


2. Topagraph y 


--Certain topographical va 
affect: the boundaries of ¢ 


; Once corps workers have com- nter areas. For example, 
pleted ‘such on and r a river with but one-or two bridges | 
céived their a ds, the c “bisects a community, 
mander - aise r ity | \ disastrous if the crossings were 


. 


\drill under the direction of the 


for drilling them on t for |. 
their.special assignments in-corps 
and group drills and exercises. 
Special duty training, which leads 
to the award of First Class rating, 
‘remains the responsibility of the 
county directors of civilian de- 
fenge schools, and may- proceed 
‘| whilé.the corpsfare getting\ corps 


destroyed. and it became impos- 
“sible for action squads on one side 
of the river to help a severely 
‘damaged section on the other side. 


commander, det Fics) mining oe 
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Relationship Between the Commander ne 
and the Functional Groups e 


LOCAL COUNCIL 
OF DEFENSE 


COMMANDER, 
CITIZENS’ 
DEFENSE CORPS 


[CONTROL CENTER CENTER 
CENTER 


EMERGENCY 


PUBLIC b. The center should be located 
MEDICAL | | UTILITIES bse: 
WORKS 
SERVICES oa rues a floor which is at least three full 


Pegg 


ts, Vitec sily of 
in a form convenient for pasting 
able study and reference guide, 


2. Protective construction is essen- 


As the direction center of air raid 
defense activities in action, it is 
especially important that the con- 
trol center be adequately protect- 
ed from bomb damage. Protec- 
tive considerations, such as thé 
following, are taken intb account 
in selecting control center ac- 
commodations. ; 

a. The building should not be of the 
type built with “load bearing” 
walls. 


e 
DRIVERS (Trons.) 


stories from the top of the build- 


ing but not on the first floor. 


EMERGENCY REPAIR SQUADS COMMUNICATION 
ROADS 


MEDICAL SERVICES TELEPHONE c. Basements are desirable provided 


EMERGENCY 
FEEOING, HOUSING 


FIGURE 3. Gt 


| 


| 


1. In large urban centers, subordi-_ 


it might be |}. Contes may be locate 
nicipal building, police or fire. eC 
quarters, or other suitable buildiio 
a. Municipal signal-cen‘er of the ex-) 
isting poli¢e or sire services, 

b. Headquarters of srunicipal gov- 


E. DISTRICT CONTROL cenTERS 
NECESSARY IN LARGE URBAN 


. The functions of district control 


. The main control center receives 
. reports from the district control | | 
peenters rather than from air raid! H. CONTROL CENTER EQUIP- | 


HOSPITALS SEWERS MUNICIPAL 
SIGNAL | that: 1 
RADIO, Eto. 
(1) There is no danger of flood : 
ing; 
(2) The grade is above Water 
gas, and sewer mains; 
(3) The ceiling supports are suf-, 
ficient to bear the collapsible load 
of the rest of the’ building: ¢74 
(4) There. are two exits whic 
have direct access to the outside 
d.*The building should be of fire-. 
“| proof. construction. 1 
e. Arrangement should be made. for 
“|. blackout, gas-proofing, and _pro- |" 
tection against « bomb _ splinters 
ut and flying glass. 
: ‘among f. It should be possible to control 
sining|. access effectively in order to pre- 
r're-+ Vent sabotage. 


G.—A COMPLETE URBAN CON- 
TROL CENTER IS FULLY 
STAFFED 


Note: Staff corps trainees in large urban 
eenters should learn more of the details of 
the organization and operation of- ¢ontrol 
centers.. They should consult, The Control}. 
System of the Citizen’s Defense Coke. Oo. 
G.: : 
1. Assisting the commander are an 

executive officer; controller; and 

officers in charge of ersonnel, ' 

' property, transport, billeting, in- 

cidents, communicatiéns, and 

piotting.. Includsd on the ‘staff, 

also, are a panel clerk, records 
>» clerk, telephonists, radio aides, 
.. and, guards. 


LIGHT & 
POWER 


a 


4. Mutual aid ine 


Several small cities may 
co-operative agreeme 
themselves or with an | 
urban center whereby 
spective services aay . 
fectively operate 
control center. 


5. City. subaivisions 4 


In large cities hich require more 
‘than one cont ‘ol center, existing; 


city subdivi $s, such eeice 
ts, may serve as 


and fire dis 
districts ‘with dis- 
trict controgenters. 


Pd 


COMMUNITIES 


nate control centers or itriet 
centers are established in addi Gh t mergency services 
to the main control center, whi x s ‘aed = 6 ea medical, 
co-ordinates action in the coe / “publi¢*works, utilities—or their 
munity as a whole. ° deputies, assist the commandes. 
They are responsible for mobiliz- 
ing and alerting their service 
corps, and dispatching jthem ac- 
cording ‘to the commander’s or- 
aers, 


centers parallel those of the main 
controi center on a*$maller scale 
and a lower level. 


Vardens, and controls the movyo- 
nt of service squads. between 
stricts, rather than within a dis=, 
frict. ; 


PED WITH INTERNAL 
WARNING SYSTEM, MAP, 
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM 
_ CONTROL PANEL: 


Bairie bell and “black box’ 
staff informed. i 
» Colored pins used to show. 

ous kinds of insormation 
master zo aB (200 feet to} 


ting, 
j ™s Sof velanteet fire 


; Warning lists Eeeprepare 
‘in eral communi: | 


Jog book is: po ee Tecord 
incidents, 


‘iat building. Tomorro~ ; 
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PRIORITIES HALT ~| 


-NEESON INSISTS 


Plan for Conservation 
Outlined at Meeting of 
Defense Officials. 

Conserve water or face the 


- threat of a shortage this summer, 
Philadelphia was warned yester-| . 


Danger of a shortage was high- 
lighted by disclosure that the city 
--wastes 10,000,000 gallons daily 
through feaking mains, 
~~. The vital necessity of correcting 
ae “this condition was: pointed out by 
_- ~~ -¥allwood J. Turner, who explained 
_ that,. during air raids, the city 
 systeni might be called on to help 
the neighboring waterworks of| 
our other counties. — - 
Conservation Program. i 
Turner, chairman of the Inter-| | 
State Commission on the Dela-| ' 
Ware River Basin, mapped a water | © 
- ~eonservation campaign at a lunch-|- 
3 ‘ “eon meeting in the Bellevue-Strat- 
a vodord,, I 


gram. 3 ane 3 

This is because 75 percent of its’ \ 
~ supply—now averaging 340,000,- 
~ 000 gallons a day—is dependent 

upon the obsolete steam pumps at 
- the Lardner’s Point and Queen) 
Lane stations. 


A-4 Rating Held Useless. 


' Director of Public Works John) 
, Neeson, Who also spoke at the 
“Juncheon, said only raising of pri- 

orities for rehgbilitating the) 
“water system will correct the 
~~ situation, 

The A-4 rating obtained from 
“the War Production Board March 
“19, less than two months ago, is 
useless,” Neeson said, since 
= does not cover needed copper an 
- brass. 
~~ In other words, this rating is|* 
“blocking the $18,000,000 program 
» just as much as City Council 

blocked it long before priorities. |. 


Auxious for New Pumps. . 


nA we HOO 


t 


é ‘a 
} ‘iets, he continued, simply|p 
fennot be obtained on the basis|, 


‘pent containing copper. : 
“I aim desperately anxious: to{ 
grt pumps for pumping stations.” |§ 
| The first of the nine new’mod?, | 
7 pumps for Lardner's Point} 
“wy lif not be delivered’ until.No-/¢ 
Wember, although ordered lastly 
yune, Neeson said. ~The outlookt 
ae the’ Torresdale and Queen's 


ox “ne Stations is obscjire.. } 


‘REPAIR PROGRAN, we 


SUGGESTIONS MADE 
Elimination of lawn sprinkling, at- 
tention to leaky faucets, and turning 
| spigots tightly. are urged in 
cay ; 


ah j 
the opening meeting in | 
Office yesterday, in ad- 
were Martin J. Mc- 
of the Water Bureau, 


Continued From First 
<7 


" McLaughlin, chief of 
reau; and: oivilian de 


xtension of the project | 


for locating leaks into South’ Phila- 


project recently com- | 
pleted in West Philadelphia resulted | 
in the repairing of leaks which re- 
sulted in a saving of 12,600,000 gal- 
lons of water daily. 


for new housing projec 
influx of defense; worker 


‘| PRIORITY RATING “USELESS”. 


> 
» 


for a rating in 
s,” he said. “We 
‘unless we get 


cannot be ob-| 


m desperately anxious to get 
‘for the pumping stations,” he | 


i focdners Poi 
: ica 


| Sider it wise, to invest ‘‘in a mere ex 


S$, 3 
nearby countie 


Daily 


lons ». 


“PRIORITY RATINGS 
‘ARE. CONSIDERED 
‘FOR WAR PLANTS 


ng 


4 aa ts oe 
Situation ‘More - Critical 
Than Most Realize,’ 
-Neeson Warns. 


By JOSEPH P. McLAUGHLIN 


The city may be forced to ra- 
tion water this summer, Director 
of Public Works John H. Neeson 
warned yesterday. vt 

Only a voluntary curtailment 
of 40,000,000 * allons-a day can 
avert it, he said...” 

Asserting the situation is 
“much more critical than most 
persons realize,” Neeson called on 
every citizen to use water as 
sparingly aS he would gasoline, 
as “one of the most important 
contributions he can make to win- 
ning the war.” ; 


Industry Load Rises. 


Chiefly responsible for the 
threatened shortage, he explain- 
ed, is the increasing demand of 
war industries, which will hit 
their production peak about July 


. or August, just when the season- 


al demand is greatest. Maximum 
capacity of the city’s filtration 
plant is 400,000,000 gallons daily. 
A demand of at least 440,000,000 
gallons a day is anticipated. : 
Rationing water would be dif- 
ficult, Neeson admitted. In _ the 
first place, it probably would re- 
quire additional legislation. In 
the second place, only 47 percent 
of the domestic consumers (house- 
holders) are on meters. While it 
- would be possible*to curtail their 
water use, through assignment 
of meter quotas, there would be 
nofiay of limiting the amount of 
witer consumed by the remaining 
Ba-percent. yp "y os 
Neeson said it might be neces- 
sary to give the city’s industrial 
and commercial concerns priority 
ratings in the order of their im- 
portance to the war effort. No 
matter what happens, he declared, 
the city will see to it that war 
plants get water, 


Quotas CSnsidered. 


However, he said, nonessential 
commer ‘ial and industrial users 
‘could be, assigned quotas and re- 
quired to-stay within them. 

Of th:..119 billion gallons of 

— water ecnsumed annually in Phil- 

.adelphia, domestic users account | 
for 58 billion, commercial users | 
50 billion, and industrial concerns | 
11 billion. 7 


Don't Fill Bathtub 
With Water in Raid 


A 


“In an air-raid emergency, 
DO NOT fill your bathtub with 
water.” 

That was the thrice-repeated 
warning given last night by Dr. 
A. C. Marts, executiverdirector 
of the State Council of Defense, 
in a radio address over. Station 
KYW. 

Reason? The distribution sys- 
tems can’t take it. 


“In the five-county Philadel- |, 


phia metropolitan district,’ 60,- 
000,000 gallons of water would 
be instantly demanded if all 
citizens filled their tubs. 


The distribution systems 
would be» unduly strained; 
pressures, through water mains 


id beStbs jally reduced; 
fire a4 ction ‘in bombed. areas 


Vevehe) 


cooking, : 


tion, unless drought makes their 

use absolutely necessary; by de- 

veloping and exercising the habi! 

of water-watchfulness.” of 
© Conferénce Held. 

The water conservation pro- 
gram was launched at a confer-! 
ence in the office of Acting 
Mayor Samuel, attended by Nee- 
son, Chief of the Water Bureau 
Martin J. McLaughlin, David W. 
Rok'nson, executive secretary of 


‘ste Commission on the} 


ver Basin, and news- 
ntat‘ves. 


er ns 


(thot GALLONS SAVED 


Jed by seule eipctee in a city- 
Sponsored WPA project, Neeson Said, 


a re 


| have been found, 20,000,000.gall 


.|for rehabilitation of the m inicipal 


for materials. 


—— 


| explained, if the 


| this summer and waste b 
_ and householders continu 


‘XO DANGER OF RATIONING. 


Huge Water Waste 


Revealed by Neeson; 
a’ : x gas ee 
Rehabilitation Pla 


aps 


The city of Philadelphia ig wast- 
ing 10,000,000 gallons of ‘water éach 


mains, ae si 
This was disclosed yesterday’ by | 
John H. Neeson, Directorsof the De- | 
partment of Public Works, at a meet- 
ing called to plan a water-saving pro- 
gram in order to ward off a critical 
\ Shortage this summer, 


Through a pitometer survey direct- 


leaks, which were wasting another 


ni ise } ; 
10,000,000 gallons a day were.discoy- 
ered and-repaired, + aad 
But the survey, inaugurated in the 
spring of 1940, thus far has covered 
only about 45 percent ee Br and | 
Neeson estimated that when i 


a 


nt re a ne) 


ALL URGED TO CUT 
USE OF WATER T0 
AID WAR PLANTS 
Pbr0t Recor 


m4 A Alen oma 


MPbiy 4, 


'/20-Gallon-a- Day Reduc. . 


tion Asked of Citizens 
of 5-County Area. | 


“Don’t be a drip—save water.” 
With that slogan, the Philadel. | 
phia area embarked yesterday on| 
a campaign to cut domestic water), 


consumption at ‘least 60,000,000 
gallons a day. from now until! 


'| October. 


Be) 


day because of leaking erground 
Wyliiag 


The 60,000,000 ‘gallons, Director 
of Public Works John H. Neeson 
pointed out, may prove the mar. 
gin of victory’for United Nations 
forees fighting on distant battle: 
flelda: 15" saa, 

That. represents 15 percent of 
present daily consumption in the 
Philadelphia’ metropolitan area, 
Neeson said. Rresent consump. 
tion approximates 400,000,000 gal- 
lons daily. Neeson warned that| 


‘ling its’ ma 


completed and all leaks imp 
detect except through a” 


water which: riously «f 
sewers or streams wo 


iv, 

His statement ‘was 
nificance by the fact that Ellwood J. 
Turner, chairman of the Interstate | 
Commerce Commission on the Dela- | 
ware River Basin, had warned earlier | 
that “there is a danger of a water 
shortage here this summer,” 

Adding more gloom to the general 
picture was Neeson’s disclosure that 
the start of the $18,000,000 program 


water system has been delayed. b 
lack of a sufficiently high pribsity 


USE 340 MILLION DAILY 

At present, the daily consumption 
of water amounts to 340,000,000 gal- 
lons. When the summer: peak. is 
reached, the consumption wileap- 
proximate 400,000,000 gallons. 


The shortage pon een, : 
defense in 


reach the peak of their req 


Present at the meeting, of ‘which 
Turner was chairman, were Mayo~ 


“Samuel, Neeson, Assistant, Dire~* 
') of Public Works SAmuel ‘*~ - 


A.C. Marts, executive 


| the State.Defense Cv" 


“aed or” 


war production, is 440,000,000 gal- 
lons. a 


' turning off faucets tightly (a sin-) 


the distric ici! is approach-| 
mum productive ca- 


20.-Gallon - a- Day Reduc- 
~ tien Urged on Citizens 
of 5-County Area. 


[Continued From ° First Page] 


pacity of 460,000,000 gallons daity.| 

It represents the difference be 
tween the capacities of water fe 
cilities in the* five-county area- 
Philadelphia,’ + Delaware, Mon 
gomery, Chester and Bucks—an 
the anticipated peak demand thi, 
summer. Lie Ps". 

Unless the difference’ is made | 
up through voluntary curtailment 
of water uSage by domestic con- 
sumers, war plants will be forced 
to slow production of vital war) 
materials. 

Urge 40 Million Gallon Cut. 

Philadelphia itself will be asked 
to save at, least 40,000,000 gallons 
a day, approximately 20 gallons 
each for the 2,000,000-odd inhabi- 
tants. Average daily consump- 
tion per person last year—exclud- 
ing commercial users—was 50} 
Loe : 3 1 

e peak average daily capacit 
of Philadelphia’s pumetie othe 
tions is 400,000,000 gallons. An- 
ticipated demand this summer, 
including that due to increased 


i" 
| 


How citizens can help: “By 


gle dripping faucet wastes 10 gal- 


lons of water a day); by using 
' what water you need, no more, 


for drinking, for bathingg, for 
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BATTLING 


ROBLEM OF CITY 


A worker, wearing a mask as protection from dust, 
unloading bags of carbon to be placed into the water at 
_ the Torresdale pumping station to remove impurities. 


Hight parts of carbon are placed in 1,000,000 gallons, but — 


Good Water Is Hoped for by: 1953 


Continued From First Page 


and $2,500,000 for miscellaneous 
purposes—engineering and survey- 


ing fees, etc. 


Included in the -over-all program|Lane, giving both stations 


'S BAD-TASTING WATER AS RESIDENTS BRAVE RAIN TO FILL 
springs. all over the city. Right: 


‘ the process fails to do away with the bad taste and odor. 
Meanwhile, residents of the Wissinoming section are 
shown braving the rain yesterday to fill bottles ata spring 
in Wissinoming Park, a scene that is being repeated at 


$5,000,000 will be spent annually in) May 22, 1945, following a long con- 
the new program which also will| troversy over the Delaware River 
include the construction of new filter | project which called for impounding 
| emoinmnerst at Belmont and Queen| water 95 miles north of this city at 
double| Wallpack Bend, and the Pocono 


was the expenditure of $1,000,000 for| filtration. New main distribution| Mountain project proposed by the 
the ozone plant at the Belmont fil-| lines also will be run into areas with 


tration station soon to be placed in|new homes and the city plans to 


‘operation and which will give West! puild large reinforcing mains. 


Priladelphia and Overbrook 


a 


Lehigh Coal and Navigation Co. 


The latter project called for im- 
pounding water in four large reser- 
voirs on the headwaters of the Le- 


The present plans are the result) Hin River, 75 miles from Philadel- 


“pleasant” tasting water, and $400,-| 6° sso, taken in November, 1946, phia, ‘The company owned and had 


(000 for machinery to feed cheinicals 
into the water at the Torresdale 


station. 
NEW FILTER MACHINES 


Mayor’s Water Commission. 


following a report to Council by the|certain water rights in a portion of 


this watershed. Under this proposal, 


At that time, it was decided to|the water would flow by gravity 


hold in abeyance plans for a $284,- through vi 


“Temporary carbon feeding facili-| 588,000 upland water supoiy un 


ties have been installed both at the|the city 


Belmont and Torresdale stations. 


It is contemplated that about 


Thé proposal made by the Lehi 
Coal and Navigation Co. was rejecte, 
by the commission because the mem- 
bers believed the yield was too small, 


that the costs were underestimated. 
Throughout the many public hear- 


tions, members of Council and the 
commission repeatedly urged Phila« 
| delphians to attend, but all meetings: 
Were poorly attended. 

Attendance was generally limited 


plans and to individuals whose prop- 
erties would be adversely affected if 
any of the specific proposals were 
accepted. “ 
The commission, in its final re- 
port, generally followed: recom- 
mendations made by the Bureau of. 
Municipal Research which urged use | 
of all possible methods to eliminate | 
taste, odor and color from present 
epartes, including the treating of 
red water with acti; 
or with aad tivated carbon 
nother plan called for the d - 
opment of huge reservoirs in ig 
Poconos to supply 2,000,000;000° gal= 
lens a day to Pennsylvania, New 
York and New Jersey. 


| 


| that filtration would be required and | 


ings held on the water source ques- 


tO experts reporting on the various _ 


adezhag are 
ne ¥ age 


SAME PROBLEM IN ’30 
Almost 20 years ago, the problems 
of taste such as the recent mysteri- 


new to Philadelphia. 


In The Inquirer of March 3; 1930, 


the following statement from the 
| Bureau of Municipal Research was 
: “Philadelphia is more 
j than some cities,” it said, 
t it probably would not be 
‘ to treat the water for the 
I f tastes at all times. 
ast, it would be only oc- 
* that doses of phenolic 
eh as recenily contam- 


Teome,” it said, 
er, in those days, the State 
Warning system through 


vas accidentally discharged 
_ the streams.” Forewarned, 
teaus could be ready to re- 
obnoxious taste. 


ous appearance of phenol were not |! 


€ water supply, would have | 
| 


arned municipalities when 4 


a 


best of all ‘pr 


elines into the city for 
‘the rate of 445,000,000 


commission, upon con- 
s studies, reported that 
River project was “‘the 
‘oposed sources,” it rec- 
ommended a start on local improve- 
ments in two stages, the first of 
which is now nearing completion. 
The commission pointed out that 
the local improvement program was 
necessary before contemplating ‘‘the 


Tri-State Survey. 
Of Water Urged 


A tri-State water survey project 
was recommended yesterday by the 
Interstate Commission on the Dela- 
ware River Basin for the purpose of 
constructing reservoirs on the upper 
Delaware to give Philadelphia and 
other municipalities “good drinking 
water.” 

This was announced by James H. 
Allen, secretary-treasurer of IN- 
CODEL, who said complaints about 
Philadelphia’s drinking water would 
continue as long as the city depends 
upon the “decidely sub-standard 
water” which comes from the pol- 
luted Delaware and Schuylkill. 

“Objectionable tastes and odors in 
Philadelphia's dtinking water will 
probably be continually encountered 
despite the river: clean-up programs,” 
Allen said. 

Allen serves as chairman of an 
INCODEL subcommittee which has 
developed extensive plans for a study 
of a tri-State solution to the city’s 


‘more ambitious proposal’ and it| water problem and which calls for 


urged the city to preempt the Wall- 
pack Bend site for Philadelphia’s 
use in the future. ee 
Yesterday, Taylor said poe Bor a 
provements at “he Belmont and 


a “eooperative investigation by New 
| York; New Jeysey and Pennsylvania 
to determine’ sources which would 
provide adequate and suitable drink- 
ing water for the areas most directly 


Queen Lane Stations would fit in| concerned—Philadelphia, New York 


with any future plans the city might 
have regarding a new source of 
water supply. 


FEW ATTENDED MEETINGS 


|City and the North Jersey metro- 
pelitan area.” 

The report recommends that leg- 
islation be enacted in the three 
$tates authorizing a joint water in- 


He pointed out, however, that the | vistigation survey. Cost of the sur- 
same provisions could not be made) vey, which would take two years, 
at the Totresdale plant because “‘in | isestimated at approximately $200,- 


event the city should seek an upland | 001. 


| feed.” 


source, it would have to be aban- 
doned and constructed on much K 
higher ground to facilitate gravity 


R 31, 1948 


‘Published Daily and Sunda 
1, 1887, at the Post Off 


BOTTLES AT SPRIN 


J decd BBS 
fie: at Philadelphia, P 


nee 


ey 
i$ 


PENI A SPR REA EN RIS TES 


Bruce Campbell, a 


water after it was filtered. A remedy to end the taste 


and odor has not been found. 
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problem because of the ‘pollution go- 
ing downstream with the outgoing 
tide and coming upstream with the 
incoming tide. We are after it, how- 
ever, and we will catch up with it.” 

Hoffert, before entraining for this 
city from Harrisburg, disclosed that 
while he had no Géfinite appoint- 
ments for today he had been ordered 
“because of the seriousness of the 
situation” to contact Mayor Bernard 
Samuel and other leaders of the 
city government. 

“We will do everything possible 
to trace the pollution to its source 
and track this trouble down,” Hof- 
fert said. “The State will fully ap- 
ply the law if clear-cut violations of 
| the pure stream laws are found.” 


RAIN FAILS TO HELP 


here for several weeks and yester- 
day it was disclosed for the first time 
that more than 200 samples of water 
had been. taken from the Delaware 
River since Dec. 23. However, it was 
pointed out “State investigators have 
not been able to put their finger 
on anything definite yet.” 

Those who will be on hand in an 
effort to aid the city solve its drink- 
ing water problems include George 
Elias, district sanitary engineer in 
the Philadelphia area; Francis B. 
Milligan, chief of the industrial water 
section; Kennett Rhoads, chemist; 
Edward Edgerley, district engineer, 
who is checking the Lehigh region; 
L. D. Matter, assistant chief engi- 
neer, and H. G. Knox, technical ad- 
viser to the State Sanitary Water 


chemist at the Torresdale station, sniffing a sample of | 


State Aides Join City Search 
For Polluted Water Source | 


Personnel from the State Depart- 
ment of Health have made visits | 


| 


fore meeting with city officials. He 
reported that the Bureau of Sani-) 
tary Engineering was “willing to 
loan all of its engineers. to the city 
to clean up the problem.” «_ 
Meanwhile, Elbert J. Taylor, chief 
of the City Water Bureau, declared 
that despite yesterday's driving ram, 
pollution in the Delaware River fail-. 
ed to be “dispersed” and that the 
“unpleasant taste’ continued un-' 
abated. : 


MANY PLANTS BLAMED 


‘We have put extra men to work 
in our laboratories,” Taylor . said, | 
“but as yet we have failed to pin, 
down the source of the trouble. We! 
believe it to exist somewhere between | 
Port Richmond and the Bristol area. | 

“A number of persons has called 
or written to this ‘office, and that; 
is putting it mildly, stating that such 
and such a plant is the cause of our 
troubles. I defy anyone to take) 
samples at any of the plants men-} 
tioned and to prove their accusations | 
are correct.” { 

Taylor said his men had (taken. 
tests at every one of the plants cited” 
to them by citizens “even ‘at dye 
plants where passengers on trains.or 
elevated cars had seen colored water 
pouring into the river. : 


SOURCE STILL UNKNOWN 


Some reports said the pollution 
may be coming downstream from 
Phillipsburg, N. J., but Taylor said 
chemists had’ reported to him the 
latest tests indicated the pollution 
was going up the river to the Tor- 
resdale plant. 

Taylor added’ that at present) 
“there was not even an indication 
| on tests to show a trend,” Hespoint- 
ed out there was a—possibility that 
the pollution was caused by a com- 
bination of matter already in the 
water mixing with other matter com- 
ing from upriver. 

“All our men agree that this is 
worse than anything we have had 
|in recent years,’ Taylor concluded. 


|a day is predicted. It is estimated 


aste started 
Y ater Famine 


& 
we 


City. Officials’ A im Is t6 Save 
50,000,000 Gallons Daily 
To Help Meet Wartime Needs 


Faced by a water famine that might bring disaster to vital war 
production plants, the Philadelphia metropolitan area yesterday 
began a water conservation campaign to save 50,000,000 gallons each 
day through elimination of waste. o pe 

Headed by ] yor Samuel, city and defense officials called upon 
all residents t in support of — : 


tinued indefinitely.” Origin 
it was planned for 0 two v 
PATRIOTISM IS STRESSED 

The patriotic phase of the’ savi 


campaign was emphasized by the 
Mayor, who pointed out that ‘‘the 
rapid expansion of defense indus- 
tries and additional water needs in 
homes are beginning to tax our 
water supply, filtration, and distribu- 
tion systems.” 

Capacity of the system is estimated 
at about 400,000,000 gallons a day and, 
with war plants expanding their 
production daily, an unprecedented 
summer peak of 440,000,000 gallons 


that 50,000,000 gallons can ‘be saved 
daily if everybody stops wasting— 
and that/-w6uld be sufficient to ward 
off any “eri Re oy 

Al ‘TO. WASHINGTON * 
ile, Director . of Public 


Works Jo 


morrow, accompanied by all mem- 
bers of the city’s Congressional dele- 
| gation, in the most concerted effort 
thus far to obtain a better priority 
rating for the city in order to get 
work started on the $18,000,000 re- } 
habilitation program for the over- 
taxed water system. : 


Neeson and the Congressmen will 
confer with Maury Maverick, chief 
of the Bureau of Governmental Re- 
quirements of the War Production 
Board, which dispenses materials 
needed for governmental units other 
than Federal units, The Congressmen 
already have discussed the situation 
with Maverick.» « 

PRESENT RATING ‘USELESS’ 

At present, the city has an A4 rat- 
ing, which is virtually worthless, Nee- 
son said, and it will attempt to get) 
an AIE rating for purchase of ma- | 
terials necessary for the construction 
work, .. a eee 
‘Federal officials have admitted, 
Neeson -pointed-out, that this is the | 
most important industrial area for | 
‘war production-in the country, with | 
| work being done on contracts worth | 
$1,600,000,000.. The question might 


‘easily become one of “no water—no 


guns,” he said. 
IMMEDIATE. PROBLEM 


Rehabilitation of the system, how- | 
ever, he warned, “does not meet the | 
immediate summer problem. That | 
has to be met right away,” he said. | 

The citizens have been asked to | 
stop waste through excessive use and | 
defective plumbing fixtures. “We are | 
not asking them to stop using water | 
for any essential purpose,” Neeson |. 
said. 

The campaign is sponsored by the | 
Mayor, the Philadelphia Council of 
Defense and the Interstate Commis- 
sion on the Delaware River Basin in | 
the five-county metropolitan area. | 
Sponsors began distribution of 500,- 
000 circulars in the city arid 250,000-in 
the neighboring counties y-~serday. 
Td also will b radio 
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ae 


is no excuse for the coal 

t'clogs the Schuylkill and | 

every heavy rain rise to! 
lev.al. 

U. S. Army engineers said sq | 

in 1939 after a three-year survey. 


' Their findings hold truer than | 
ever now after three more years) 
= 


coal waste ti ee by oper- | 


: ators upstream, 


> 9, Brigadier General John 

man reported: 

district engineer (at Phil- 
considers the Common- 


report thei’ ou’ zed a $.), 
t 00h : program! to’ clear away) 
roe} pp, throtiling the stream. 


ae Staite action ‘to. bar coal | 
mines from ‘dumping an &% 


~ mated 6:'0,000 ‘o 1,000,000 tons , 
coal waste inty the river annual 
ly. ittout “his, the engineers | 


i 


Si ation antipcllution pierre | 


ad 


iteg ‘an, ie) “Oe the outset, | 


2. Dredging of uby a of 20, 
000,000 tons of aecuraulated silt! 
from the river from Norristown | 
to its headwaters : bo cost of 
$6,000,000. ( 

3.-Construction of a ‘Huge $1,-| 
750,000 desilting basin at Auburn, | 
just. below Pottsville, to check | 
silt in the upper river from drift-| 
ing downstream. 

4. Erection of walls in thé-mine!| 
regions to prevent culm from, old 
coal dumps from eroding into the 
Schuylkill and tabula total 
cost $2,500,000. ~ : 

Would Stop Pollution.” 
The report further said: 
.. “The district engineer concludes | 
that ctlm pollution in the Schuyl- 
kill Valley can be economical] 
ibgpnet by carrying out, in ger 
: sya ; the plans outlined in k 
¥aport. He is.of the opinion thar 
“the work- should. be undertaken! 
by the Commonwealth of Penn- 


. sylvania in co- operation with the, 


‘Schuylkill Valley, it was withheld | 


'$30,000,000 to -rarry waste from | 


tration heartily = ~ “SEae eae 


” 


anthracis Industry.” pou! 


Proposed Waste Trnnels./O | 


Meanwhile, ‘the James Admin. 
istration’s indorsement two years 
ago of a $30,000,000 project , dor 
two mammoth’ tunnels. to, ‘drain 
acid waste from mines 4 ito the 
Schuylkill and Susquehanna was 
cited as revealing its attitude, >| 

dea Crover O Tadner fresh } 


‘dent of the Schuylkill River Val-. 
ley Restoration Association, said: | 
“Fortunately, the association| 
and other public-spirited citizens’ 
succeeded in defeating the pro-| 
posal before it omelet the Fuin 
of the Schuylkill. * : 
Governor’s Attitude. 


. SBugett clearly illustrated the! 
Governor's “propensity for help-’ 
ing the ‘coal , mines but not the} 
people. . 4 

“When” ‘$125,000. might. have! 
helped ‘curb floods throughout 
most of the 150-mile length 6f the 


by ‘James. 
“But when it came to approving 


coal mines, the’ James eee | 


000 (000 Program 
posed in 1939 to 
iminate Po I] ution 


“the Sanitary Water Board of the 
‘James administration pretends 
ithere is a difficult problem which 


‘mit does not exist.” 


70 


Earle Project Revised. 


At that time the Earle Sc. 
tration “was ‘leavi WPAS we eal 
s anne 2 ct under 
wt ich Si 150,00 4 of culm) 
retention wal ee ( 

The -WPA, project 
to involve spending an additional | 
$1,250,000. Under a 1939 Act of | 
Congress, passed under Republi- j 
can pressure to check “spending,” | 
State“sponsors were required to} 
put up 10 percent. 

The James Administration re-| 
fused to spend the $125,000 neces- | 
sary for the work. It charged! 
the New Deal with: “discriminat- | 
ing” against it, although the 10, 
percent law applied all over the 
nation and was urged by Re- 
publicans: 

The walling project came to a 
dead halt and none of the other 
work ouilined in the engineers: re- 
port has been done, | + 

U.S. Action Consid red. 

There * was conjectur yester- 
day over whether the: Federal 
Government might take’. its own 
steps to prevent future flooding 
of. war plants like iz erilehemn 
Steel. 

Major S. E. Potter, sat. ‘the dis: 
trict engineer’s office, said: 

“We will. survey. the damage’ 
and the con a thik? led te-it | 
and will mal mendations : 

"tp. remedy situation. Those 
ma or may not be in line with 
tie*1939 report, as we may find 


beg 


© that conditions have changéd in| 


such a Way as to Sag oth | 


a to urge further action on 
Army report, it was told that 

F) Government would not act 

ntil the State Sanitary Water 
3oard barred further culm dump- 
ing. 

So it turned to the board, he 
said, and was told “that presents 
a very difficult problem, so dif- 
ficult that it is. impractical for 
Some mines.” Subsequently, Lad-| 
ner declared, Howard N. Evan- 
son, chief Tobby “tg ‘for the coal 
industry, admitted to.a Congres- 
sional’ committee that it~ would 
“be no great hardship”. to-require 
mines to check dumping. 

“And yet,” contihued Fier: 


even the polluters themselves ad- 


James Assails Ladner. 


James, from Harrisburg, yes- 
terday assailed Ladner’s state- | 
ment blaming James for the flood 
situation as a “preposterous” one 
in which Ladner sought to make 
capital for his candidacy for the| 
State Supreme Court. 

The Governor said that Hones-| 
dale, White Mills and Hawley, the| 
towns hardest hit by the flood, 
were upstream from Ladner’s 
“highly questionable silt removal) 
program.” .’ 

Ladner’s Reply. 

Ladner retorted: 

“The Governor refers to Lacka- | 
waxen Creek. What about the! 
Lehigh and Schuylkill rivers? 
What about flooding at Reading, 
Norristown, . Pottsville? What | 
about flooding of the Bethlehem. 
Steel and Philadelphia eesetric| 
plants? - 


Exeuse for 


# S, Army Engineers 


tr a 


six-foot flood over East River Drive along the 


Coal Sludge. 


( Courtesy of James) Blocks Driveway 


Schuylkill left 4000 cubic yards of coal sludge in two blocks between Mid- 


ad Ferry rd., between Saturday night and yesterday. Russell T. Vodges, chief engineer of Fairmount Park Comumis- 


it “a slimy, greasy, horrible mixture, 


"“What about the statement of| 
'Philadelphia’s Director of Public’ 
Works,, John H. Neeson, that the! 
flood brought tons 6f coal silt 
to Philadelphia and re-emphasized 
the need for cleaning the Schuyl- 
kill before the city’s drinking 
water is affected? 

“The silt removal program 
would take care of all these 
things. Moreover, it is not my 
‘highly questionable’ program. It 
is the program of the U. S. Army 
engineers, regarded by all ex- 
perts as the last word in accuracy 
{and practicability.” 


Park Engineer Concurs. 


-An official Philadelphia view- 
point was voiced! by “Russell 'T. 
Vodges, chief engineer 
‘Fairmount Park Com S 
‘Said: “Everybody agrées that the 
reason for these. floods is the 
piling up of coal..culm deposits 
in the river bed.” 

Democratic. spokesmen in Phil- 
delphia have long been urging | 
control of Schuylkill pollution. 
John B. Kelly, then Democratic | 
City Chairman, appealed directly 
to President- Roosevelt in 1938 
and won a project for dredging 
portions of the Schuylkill as sft 
nasses throych the citv. 


ee 


ar 


HUST BE ENDED” 

‘i fe ahd, Neeson say 
“f “it should: eB Halted 
for War Effort 


Prevention of watef waste in in- 
dustries and private homes was 
stressed by Mayor Samuel at a con- 
ferémce in his office in City Hall 

|} todayy. 

Attending the meeting were John 
H. Neeson, Director of Public 
Wo'ks; Martin J. McLaughlin, chief 
of the Bureau of Water; David W. 


Robinson, executive secretary of the ye 


Titerstate Commission on the Dela- 


ware River Basin, and newspaper |’ 


representatives. 
Th+ Mayor and Neeson empha- 


sized that the campaign, originally |! 


gh ompe from May 23 to June 8, 


. be continued indefinitely. Nee- 1 
30h told the conferees that conserva- |" 


tion of water is a vital factor in the 
prosecution of the war effort. 


Only by onservation can a -pri-. 


vate water supply be provided for |. 


industries and householders, N: eeson 
said. 


60 to 70 percent coal silt, which will take several days to remove.” 
of the drive is c eee to traffic, The silt is some of the stuff which U. S. Army engineers urged the James’ 
ove from -the Se) aylkill : 59 


; city. consumption will reach the 
‘maximum filter bed. capacity of 
;| 400,000,000 gallons daily,” he said. | 
|“The problem is not one of raw wa- 4 
‘| ter, but solely of manufactured wa- | 


STING OF WATER} 


it in adequate guane 


4 
2 
] 
} 
4 
i 
H 
1 


“The timé may come when the 4 


ter and the city’s: ability to supply | 
“Neeson exptained that 


sons are under a misapp 


The ete low 
given by officie 
~astage here. 


Meanwhile, . 
Administras” 


Es 
\ Philadelphia metropolitan district. 


_ from a leaky faucet can waste 10 galivins 


ties, has launched an intensive campaigs to}: 


PHILADELPHIA, MAY 27 


No Matter Whose Fault— 
Help Save Water! | 


orate and its four surrounding coun- : 
ties face a severe water shortage. 

The situation is becoming so acute that war 
production may be hampered — unless" the 
public co-operates in saving water. _ 

This means a gallon of water wasted "today 
might cause delay in the delivery of a tank on 
a- distant battlefield. Multiplied many means It! 
might mean the loss of a battle, eae | 

* * * 

Everyone knows who is to blame. — ’ 

This newspaper has been Beat for |} 
a good water system for more than 10 years, 
We have pointed to our inadequate supr 7 “ina : 
lack of maintenance. We have warned of 
impending breekdpups that ‘would. be dis- 
astrous. oa oe 

The GOP organization running City Hall 
did nothing. Even. after the public over-} 
whelmingly aPPrOy dy ‘two years ago, , an 


Na 


Co ake SE 


water system, Cott l : 
All that is now, qui literally, “water 0) 2} 
the dam. : ie 


e See ot of a ship that knows 
the captain is ingonipetent The crew helps) 
to save themselves, even |” 

rare the fault of the captain. 
s been ruled without plan 


But we tei t al help now—not to save our i 
political bosses, itt to 1 help. avin the war. 


The Philadelfnfa Defense Poin in, ey 
operation with the defense councils 0% MP tc. 
gomery, Delaware, Bucks and Chester Gein |: : 


E ery citizen should help. ~ 
{ is estimated that more than 50, 90. 
ons of water A DAY are wasted _ ae 


A large part of this+10, 000,000 gallons a 
y—is due to leaking.,.water mains. —. 
other large part is*due to wast} w iich 
¢’ individual citizen can. control. ae , rip 


a day, a thin trickle 260 gallons a day. "ive*y |’ 
householder should see that these leak e} 
stopped. 
- Another way the householder can hel 
In an air-raid emergency, do NOT fill rT: 
bath-tub with water. ay 
Dr. A. C. Marts, executive director o Mg 
Pennsylvania State Council of Defense, w 
that 60,000,000 gallons of water would } 
stantly demanded in ‘the five-county « 
all citizens filled their tubs at once. 

Pressure in the mains would be dange_“S1Y | 
reduced, and fire be gi seriously jeppar- 
dized. , 


The fact: that we don’t have water racistied| 
to meet ise emergency needs is the fault. of | 
those wh have mismanaged Philadelphia, , 
No. matter— lly 
‘Help save water now. Election “~y iS the 
time to remember who is to blame. ad 
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x pads Log 1 Go Zo. 
Gt vtust ight * Get Water 
Philadelpaja an¢- the adjacent counties con- 
stitute the meso x portant war production centre 
.. in the, United States, with contracts of close to! 
i, $2,000,000,000, 
It stands to reason that a water. shortage in this 
“y area might have disastrous consequences in slow- 
h ing up essential ee ae war plants and 


shipyards. . 
utterly. xplained. ‘Reason, Gov- 


thod of. avertit go 


ion ee yhia’s: yroken down 


- distribution sys i : 
3 We have the ~ money for ° ‘in provement 
© project. But we Haven't got the necessary ma- 
- terials, and. Wash ngton thus far has refused a 
- sufficiently high pric es tau to release the ma- 
terials. a ee 
» Meanwhile tne water caubad the five-coun- 
' ty area has becomte.so, ti¢al’ hat the Defense 
* Councils have appealed for public conservation of 
; water so that the ca ity output of the pumping 
_. plants can meet the de. nands put upon them. 
Consumption is already . bee inning to tax that 
' capacity and with the peal 
’ in mid-summer, a serious shortage is threatened. 

If Philadelphia could pr d¢eed with its re- , 
habilitation program, replacing and restoring 
filtration beds, pumps, boilers, piping and other 
facilities, it could take care of its own require- 

“ments, and even, in an emergency, help supply. 
, consumers in nearby counties, 

But it can’t go ahead:with the worthless A4 
rating that the WPB ha: it. It must have 
at least an AlE priority “Secure release of the 
needed materials—and ould ‘get it. 

For weary weeks on- end, city officials have 
camped on the doorsteps ‘ofthe. various alpha- 
betical agencies concerned, ‘have poured inces- 

. santly into bureaucratic ears their appeals for an 
) adequate priority. 

All they have been able to gbiain for their 
pains is the admission that Philadelphia’s needs 
are great and the granting of an A4 rating, which 
might as well be XYZ for all the good it will-do in 
adding one drop of ‘water to our depleted supply. 

Today, Director of: Public Works John. H. 
Neeson and the *@pngressmen representing the 
Philadelphia distrigts are going to try again. They 
will confer in Washington with Maury “Maverick, 


Ss at’ “Washington are’ obstructing | 
: chia shortage — 


ic ioad still weeks away, 


chief of the Bureau of Governmental Require- 


ments of the War Production Board, which has 
charge of materials sought by political sub-di- 
» visions. 
Mr. Neeson. who has become a veteran pleader 
‘ on behalf of this citv. will undovhtedlv state our 
case in clear, factual languagve. If Mr. Maverick ‘ 
wants war production in this area to be unim- 
' neded by a water famine. he will shear throveh 


‘whatever red-tane mav he strewn arovnd his | 
affice and see thet Philadelnhia gets the ma- ° 


teriols jt renuires. 

Tf he nersists jn civine ve the run-around. then 
there is orlv one thine to he done. Na more hes- 
sine“for what is oudne. tin- sun in hand. hefore 
bureaucratic desks, but a ease line plea to 
the. President. 


ees 


yp’ Mr. Roosevelt seh tous recognize the im- , 


perative necessity of an adequate water supply in 
the all-important Philadelphia area. 
in the case werespresented to him by the Mayor of 

) ed by his engineers. by the five- - 


sas 


county, Def 
fected” war ' ndustries, there can be little doubt 
that he would take such. action ais, the situation 
‘calls for: y i te 
We don’t want, ‘materials that. are needed by the 
Army, the Navy" ‘or, other militaty, forees. But the 
key war industry centre in the: Nation. is entitled 


Tf the facts 


Wse"Councils and by the heads of af-_. 


to priority: on water, equipment ‘ahead of other | 


localities. — 
Water shortage here means production slow-up. 
t~tight become a matter of “No water—no 


"veal 
Oe 


ty vating on materials. 


- 4 


he watet me ah oe 


1 
] 
I 
if 


} 
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™ Drips Won’t Save the Drops’ 


Pets AeA 


Parley Delayed ° | 
On Water Priority 


Paghir er Wagiikoton Bureau 

WASHINGTON; ‘May 27:—Phila- 
delphia officials. came to Washington | 
today to seek higher material prior- 
ities for the city’s $18,000,000 water 
‘rghabilitation program, only to learn 
that the Federal officials they €X= | 
pected to confer with Red been called | 
out of town. 

Public Works John .H. Néeson and 
Chamber of Commerce and field di- 
rector of the Philadelphia Defense 
Council, announced they would seek 
another appointment early next 
week: 


priority of A-4.on its. water. program. 


ter because, ulider the. present 
ity, it cannot obtain the badly’ needed 
new pumps for the Torrésdale, Queen 
Lane and Lardner’s Point plants. 

e city’s water situation has 
th “eatened to ‘become » oe py 


- or 


t 


\ 


The Philadelphians, “Director of | 
George W. Elliott, Secretary of the | 


Philadelphia now has an Sifverall 


| 


It wants a silane, to AciE or’ bet- | 
ut 


EAVILY burdened Sy tl ressity of sup- 
plying wate -was‘ed through leaks and by 
eareless use, Philadelphia’s waterworks are called 
upon to meet, with limited facilities, the increasing 
demands for water created by the war. The cooper- 
ation of every water consumer is required to re- 
lieve the waterworks of this unnecessary burden. 


A Report. In the annual report of the Bureau of 
Water are noted the following : ‘War-time activities 
in general manufacturing, industrial, and commer- 
cial lines have greatly increased the demand for 
water... There is reason to believe that the volume 
of waste has increased ... The ability of the water- 
works to respond to the added draft has been 
diminisied by difficulties in obtaining necessary 
materials...’ No, this is not the report for 1941; it 
is the report for 1917, during the last war. How- 


_ ever, it cites the principal difficulties now facing 


the city. During the last war, water consumption 
* ached a peak in 1918 which, for the week of 
. 1ximum demand, averaged over 30,000,000 gal- 
fons a day greater than in that week of-the year 
which for the three pre-war years 1914-1916 had 


» the highest average consumption. As Philadelphia’s 


Water system has not been able to maintain ade- 
quate pressures in times of heaviest peacetime de- 
mands, it is obvious “rat, unless the burden of 


waste is removed, the system may not be equal to 


‘he wartime task. 


The Burden of Waste. One of two general rec- 
ommendat‘ons made in the report for 1917 was, ‘a 
radical curtailment in the volume of waste.’ This 
recommendation is applicable to the present situa- 
tion. Water is wasted through broken mains, aban- 
doned service pipes, defective joints, and other 
openings in the distribution system. However, the 
city has surveys under way to find and stop these 
losses, and leaks totaling millions of gallons a day 
have already been discovered. No doubt, even larger 
quantities of water are wasted through leaks in 


buildings. Such a situation was revealed by sur- 
veys made in the years 1926-1931. Thousan4> 
toilets and faucets were fou *‘, which were was. % - 
millions of gallons into the sewers; and yard hy- 
dvants, service pipes, aid miscellaneous plumbing 
fixtures which were leaking added greatly to the 
waste of water. 


Use Water Wisely. Water is also wasted when 
it is used carelessly or lavishly. For example, street 
bathing in water from fire hydrants, which has been 
prevalent in past years on hot summer days, wastes 
a lot of water. There are, also, ways in which house- 
holders do not use water wisely. Lawn sprinklers 
are left on for hours, sometimes all night, and take 
much water needlessly: Another example of waste 
is the use of a full seam from a faucet for wash- 
ing or for some other purpose, when a basin of 
water or a light flow would do the job. Water is 
let run to waste in order to secure cooler water, al- 
though it would be more economical to cool water’ 
in the refrigerator or with ice. Just plain careless- 
ness in not turning off the water, or in not turning 
it off completely, is the cause of much waste. 


Will History Repeat Itself? Reporting for 1918, 
the Chief of the Bureau of Water was able to say 
that, despite the heavy demands upon the water- 
works, almost normal pressures had been maintained 
throughout the city. He gave much of the credit to 
a reduction in waste which resulted from increased > 
metering of consumers’ services. A larger propor- 
tion of the services is metered now than in 1918, 
but more than ha.2 them still are without meters. 
If every consumer of water, whether his service is 
metered or not, will stop leaks on his premises as 
soon as they occur, will take water only for essen- 
tial uses, and will use it sparingly and with care, 
he will be rendering a real service. Many millions 
of gallons of otherwise wasted water will thus be 
made available for war industries, for an increas- 
ing population, and for protection in emergencies, 


led. 
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‘| said, would be to install new pumps | 


‘leaking fire hydrants. 


fe 


? ATER *RATIONNG’ | 
2 TENTED HEE 


Public Paces ‘Legal { 
Curbs If Voluntary 
§ Fail, 


Philadelphians’ wel “valled 0 on by 
Jo ™ 


. Saving Plea 


| Director ‘of Public Wor 


ful and non-essential uses. f 
Among. these he eae excessive 


use of garden sprinklers hoses 
to wash pee 1) lake, 
If the people. stone es 


| limit their co vB 
said, the be 
legislation 


for — 


tration on. oa is eas Oat Ae 
of water a day, Neeson said.. By 
‘| July and August the peak of the sea-. 
‘| sonal demand will increase the con~ 
sumption to 440,000,000 gallons. © 

Only the elimination of the waste- 
ful practices now indulged in will 
bring the consumption figure into 
seuss with the’ total 0 he 


. 


ape ON LAwits ASSAILED — | 


“I see many lawn sprinklers Jéft 
to run all night’ long,” he said, “That 
is sheer waste. Lawns usually a} 
no more than 10 to 15 minu 
sprinkling a day. ‘At this se 

‘/year, when the grass is jus 
reg once a day is too much 


“Similarly, water ‘tor. hosing side- : 
walks and automobiles ‘is certainly 
a non-essential use.“ We are not ask- 
ing people to give up water for 
needed purposes. That is not: nec- 
essary. It is possible, however, to 
take a shower with the water run- 
ning for three minutes. Why ,let 
it run for 15 minutes?” /3 | 


a aemepttcininiticena ILS 


reat received ike go- 4 
ahead ‘signal to initiate its $18, 000,000 : 
water rehabilitation program as a 


higher priority rating permitting 
speedy purchase of needed equipment 
was given by the War Production i 
Board, 7 

Director of Public Works John HL 
Neeson announced the Army ‘andj 
Navy Munitions Board of the WPB} 
had given preliminary approval to a 
change’ in the city’s priority status 
from A=4 to A-1-J and that final 
clearance ‘would come. throaeh in 
four or five days. 


DELAYED 8 MONTHS 


As @ result of the former priority 
rating, the city’s plan: to get the water. 
rehabilitation .program under way 
was held up for approximately elgbe 
months. 
The first move*to rehabilitate the i 
antiquated water system, Neeson} 


at the Lardner’ ‘Ss Point and Torresdale 
stations. © ~ sa j ; 


NEW PUMPING ‘STATION 


This Will be followed by the instal- 
lation of preli: iry mechanical fil- 
ters at the Queen Lane station, con- 
struction of a new Torresdale pump- 
ing station Eveplaceinent of ca 
tribution dines. j) 

Neeson. s e ‘p1so hope# to } 
ceive a hi oe priority ratit' to pur-. 
chase 25,000 parts necessat repair. 


mae ess pe “ 


ms a ae 


~ Phila. Program 


The city’s wate rehabilitation 
program, bogged down for many 
months by priorities on materials, 
will receive “special attention, 
‘Maury Maverick, chief of . the 
Government quirements. unit 
of the War Production © soard, 
promised yesterday. 

Following a conference at Wash- 
ington with John H. Nee _ director 
of public works, an than B, 
Jacobs, consulting er heer on the 
city’s $18, 000,000 wa 
Maverick asserted ~ 
for the water wo! 
a status akin to “9 


PROGRESS REPORTED 

Neeson, who has been in the capi- 
tal several times before to get clear- 
ance on the badly needed pumps, 
said that “more progress was made 
now than at any other time.” 
| One thing was emphasized by both 
Neeson and Maverick, however. 
| Under the best conditions, delivery 
of the pumps will probably be a mat- 
ter of six months or more. Thus, 
Philageae will not have the new 


equipment in time for the record- 
brea’ k loads of water’ which 
it. must jeliver this summer to its 
civil lation and to Aundreds 


BRE OWNS FEARED... 

The so has feared a. x. 
in so its aged pumps and has 
more than $50, 000. for 
| emergency repairs. re 

“The pumps,” said Neeson, “are 
needed for the plants at Lardner’s 
| Pont, Torresdale and Queen Lane. | 
'Such pumps are huge,. tailor-made 
| jobs. ven in normal peace times, 
it takes as much as a year for the| 
construction and installation of the | 


the water program, 
conference may ‘me 


of our ~entire ~ jec rating is 
; proved and we 
ally. on Me way.” 


technical 
| rehabilita 


— 


yn high in 1941. Whe daily 
41 was 321, 090,000 gal- 


lons. 
MeLangsitin said. ‘i conserva- 
ou program hasr ited in an im- 


sive response f consumers in 
tm of. letters’ id phone ca” 
“co-operation: ma 


cs 


Ce 


‘glider at 3 A. M. Results in. 


Slight Inconvenience—Two 
Trolley Lines Halted 


Water Spouts: 15 Feet 4 


Two City Frisons,. i | 
to Bie: bee Gates - 


ds of. 
lons of water ‘square Z. 
of Brooklyn eyesterday 
mornin~ wh orty-eight-inch 
{water ain, the largest in 


d Place; 


i city, bufst at Ashlan 
_ front of 


,and Willoughby: Street, in 
the Civil prison, whic 
Brooklyn City prison. ro 

The break occurred ati45 A. 
and because of the time few per- 
| sons were inconvenienced and there 
were no seriou 
However, it was 


While two police emergency 
squads with riot guns stood guard, 
at the jails, firemen trained pow-. 
erful floodlights on the area near, 
the break to assist other city em-| 
ployes to turn off the: 


At':10 A. M, the main was’ 
he floodwaters 
s rg during the next two hours. 

s Mat cellars in the vicinity were 
flaoded and work was interrupted | 
nion Parts coe cae 


ie tris plant, situated at 125°A 
land Place, the forty-seven men 
,0n the night shift were sent home 
&%s the water poured into the base- 
,ment, where the boilers are located. 
| ‘Tge water poured down an. in- 
cline to two of the- gates” of the 
[Navy Yard about a quarter of a’ 
ile away, As the water began | 
.Jep’" into the yard, Marines and | 
‘wvorkrien piled up sai 
(Admiral Edward — 
‘commandant at th 


3 ak. was one of | 
ecent ye rs and was! 
la ia at this | 


tetater “10 fee 
‘diameter had- the" 
‘reet. (The cause of the break was 
. known: se : : | 


PORTIS. RMNTED 
FOR WATER PREG 


E terday by 2 an. nh emergency crew, 
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high | Y y tittit 2 
nec “xe 
system, it V 3 


tively approved for steel pipe, wire 
and other materials for the pakict 
$18,000,000 ~program: 


,|FINAL ACTION AWAITED 


‘| Final action on, the priorities is 
-) expected today, representatives 
-|of the WPB meet with officials of the 
;|Army and Navy Munitions Board, 
who have the final. detision on the 
ruse of vital materials. — 

Favorable action will permit the 
city to begin work on the rehabilita- 
tion program immediately, according 
to Leonard W. MacComber, a mem- 
.| ber of the Government Requirements 
Branch of the WPB. 


COMMISSION APPROVES 


The priority ratings have been ap- |: 


proved by the WPB’s Review and 
Approve Commission, MacComber 
said, Previously they had been ten- 
tatively approved by Maury Mave- 
tick, head of the Government. Re- 
quirements Branch. — 

A rating of at least A-1-j was asked 
‘|by Director of Public. Works John 
'|H. Neeson several months ago when 
it became evident that a previous 
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section: said. had been gush Wat 
© fortwo, days,. Was repaired early ye 
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rating of A-4 was virtually worthless | , 
. heavy demands for]: 


fear higher rating, 
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L Speed $18, 000,00 
Rehabilitation. 


The War Productior® Board 

yesterday granted a new-and 
higher priority for Philadel- 
‘phia’s belated $18,000,000; 
'water program, 
_ Director of Public Works! 
John H. Neeson was notified 
‘by the WPB’s. Bureau. of: Gov- 
ernmental Requirements that 
this application . has ‘received 
‘preliminary ‘approval. 

Four Notches. Higher. 

The new order gives the pro- 
gram an overall A-lj rating— 
four notches nigh on ae list 


tions to take needed ac on. 

‘The job could have been finish- 
ed by now—with no worry about 
priorities—if prompt action had 
been takem when the voters au- 
thorized the $18,000,000 bond is- 
sue in the spring of 1940. 


Contracts to Be Let. 


Contracts will be let within the 
next two. months to round out 
the first’ phase of the program 
covered bythe initial issue of 
$7,000,000 worth of bonds. This 
first phase includes new pumps 
for the Lardner’s Point and 
Torresdale stations, which are un- 
der contract but which have been 
delayed by difficulty in obtaining 
:|materials; thé preliminary me- 
‘jchani¢al filters and chemical 
treatment equipment : 
‘|Torresdale and Quee; 
-jand electrical equip 
‘\tions for the news pur 

tions. 

“Then,” said Neeson, 
‘|ceed with the rest of t 
and put it all under. 
|fast as we can.” 


2 or 3 Years Required. 


“The whole job will take two or 
‘/thr wi the 


t 


ae edie Defense Coun- 
aboration with suburban] 
is waging a campaign|' 
ervation of water to meet 
|demands. of war industries on tor 


of norma hot weather requ’ 
ee 9 


——_——— 


kee: pumping - 
Stpply system. 
ee! pipe and wir- 


John H, Neeson, Lirector i Pub 
lic Works, awarded contracts toda; 
for the construction ef )-G-incl 
: 4 ‘ 34 ; : water main in Roosevelt boule 
ts, is rs ms from Welsh road to Sout 
Under the forn er: road and a 12-inch main in We! 

4 road and Grant av., from. Bustlet i 
ay. to Krewstown road, at a) cost 
$146,911. 

“This is but one step,” said Nee- 
son, “in improving the distribution 
system in connection with the water 
works improvement project. It is 
now possible to proceed with the 
aes of the higher priority rat- 

ing by the War Production Board, 
after ten months of laborious nego- 
tiations. 

“Existing mains are not large 
enough to supply the Byberry and 
Somerton areas, as wells as: 
sections of the northéast, and 
nish adequate fire protection. 
has become more apparent 
@! ‘Navy 


ceeding with a construction 
gram most essential to our nalig 
defense. J 

“The existing shortages ¥ there- i 
fore, are intensified _ throv’e} ho wary 
needs of the area for “indus irial-do- 
f a ; : ; mestic uses and fire protection. on- 


necting lines will eee be jal 
in Byberry and Southampton roa 
water “Wardell You and V a 
On the heels of P i 


from the boulevard line to the pro- 
‘lecting three times its qu 


posed storage tank site which is 
included in the plans, to ‘meet fully 

comes another patriotic aCe 
"| water. 


' the water requirements of the. dis- 


trict... : 

“However, despite every effort to 

; convince the WPB oe phi gs 

tank is a definite need of the com-~- 

Py ented re as Population ine munity, it insists that construction 

1/in May and June it came down. — 

In other words, output from the worn-out: 
was conserved; serious shortage was 


ae be deferred and declines to include 
it in the priority issued, because it 
involves structural’steel. 
“Nevertheless, the main to be 
laid under this contract will provide 
increased circulation as far as the, 
Byberry and Somerton areas. The} 
installation of the 12-inch main in} 
Welsh. road and Grant av, will elim-/ 
‘ inate a bottleneck between two 
sections of the Torresdale high serv- 
ice district, improving the service to 
Fox. Chase,” 


a 
place the. medals. As with 
all wins the spring onion. 
and industries win the bouquet. 
r part well; cut May consump- 
00 gallons a day from May, 1941; 
),000 gallons a day in June. . 


-| cials refused 


catastrophe. It is neceé 
tinue to save every g 


(Higher ‘Priority Gianel 
5. Set Materials Needed ! 
be to Repair System. 


hosed Washigiotbh Bureau 

WASHINGTON, ai uly” 13—The : 
War Production Board’s. Review 
and Approval Committee . today 
appre ged Philadelphia’ $yapplica- 
' tiont -for higher priority. ratings 
f icovering iis, NE,000, ie es pro-. ; 
f gram. 7 
| ‘The formal order, afin some 
unforeseen snag, will be issued, 
‘;tomorrow, a 


ert he 


Fare 


clearing the. way at. 
‘Mast for an actual start 4 the 
‘\long- ‘delayed rehabilitation”, a al 
is in ‘two parts+an A-lal-re 

/*oy materials, required — ee 
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cals, steel pipe and wit 
‘used in  filtra on plan 
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ed a year ago, 
-\tion has been by: » the man- 
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ey that atsoncey 
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wre gram, Said “th A-1-j° rating! 

Yajiid assure ‘the*<city of the 
py materials. Tie new ratings 
ersede an A-4 priority issued | 
March which" Philadelphia's, 
ctor of Public’ Works John 
jeeson reported he found use-| 


ee 8 


; Year Behind Schedule. | 
e _ three- -year:. fehabilitation | 
re than a 


§ promised, |. 
; however, that it will, 80 ahead as 
|tapidly as possibl “ 

Sire trouble is that Philadel- 
|phia’s successive Republican city 
jadministrations waited until after 
‘the-outbreak of war in ogram 


‘to launch the wa er’ program. |: 
an $18,000,-" 


‘The voters app 
| 000. ae e spring of 7 


bond issue: 


(that| 
r) war pro-| 
etreeence ! 
, brass) 
and ‘copper. ° 
‘ ‘Delay Doubles, 
But for City. :Gouncil’s hatred | 
"the New Deal, the whole thing. 
‘uld have been ‘done during the}, 
pression years, at little ee | 
han half the cost to the tax- 
oayers, 
~The old Public Works Admin- 
t Mi-for five years made out- 
ght grants of 45 percent of the 
st of just: such projects but 
uncil shut its eyes to the op-| 


Wie 


tunity. T 2 City Fathers! 
lly Sq change of heart,| 
in 192 at by then WPA’s ; 
vow d 


gone. / & 


Arrives in Dock St. - 


Amid a gloomy outlook a jong 
dealers for filling market demands, 
the season’s first shipment of oysters 


‘arrived in Dock st, yesterday, 
Wholesale prices are 20 patent | 
higher this year. 

The war has browsnt diffictilties, 1 
7 many oyst# boats now in Gov- 
nt fvice, many oystermen in. : 

ie Sast Guard, and new difficul- | 
vies in transportation, The bulk of 
| the oysters received at Dock st, come | 


from Delew “eBay. 


Bl Priority For 
Phila. Water r Project 


Philadelphia hal ‘been granted 
high priority ratings for materials 


‘| necessary to rehabilitate its water, 
‘| system, it was reported recently. 


\ 


A top rating of ‘A-1-A has been | 
assigned by the War Production | 
Board for pumping equipment val- 
ued at $960,000 for the Lardner’s 
Point and Torresdale stations, it was 
said, and an A*1-J rating has been 
tentatively approved. for steel pipe, 
wire and other materials for the en- 
tire $18,000,000 program, 

Final action on the priorities is 
expected today, when representatives 


‘lof the WPB meet with the officials 
‘lof the Army and Navy_ Munitions 
‘| Board, who have the final decision 


on the use of vital materials, 
Favorable action will permit the 

city to begin work on the rehabilita- 

tion program immediately, according 


'|to Leonard W. MacComber, @ mem- 


ber of the Government Require- 
ments Branch of the WPB. 
ratings have been ap- 


je sion, MacComber 
Viously a had been ten- 


NEN, Breach. 
‘A rating or at Vast A-1-J was 
-lasked by Directear of Public Works 
John H. Neeson several months ago 
when it became evident that a pre- ; 
‘| vious* rating of A-4 was Virtually - 
” 2w. of the heavy Ge + 
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‘A Problem for the Duration 

HOUGH there is cause for gratifi 

cation that’ the appeals for con 
servation of water during the summe} 
have resulted inv saving. of 50,900,0 
gallons daily in‘the Philadelphia are 
the report does” not 2 smean that the 
can be any jet-ip' now. 

The figures @ from ‘the Inte 
state coi on the Delawa) 
River Basin, and were compiled fro. 
statistics of the three major wat 
supply services in the area. 

In Phil: Iphia itself, the saving 
of partic 4 importance. There 
little oe ‘that the supply can 
increa il the after the war, 
though d priority ratings a 

: nstallation of so) 
eplacement of so: 
Demands of v 
are ppees 


heavier ‘next Year, 

“An adequate supply for these ess 
tial plants depends on a continuat? 
of th? conservation measur * sai 
saving ' o%ne war.\ 
ayers’ 


A NEW "PHILADELPHIA STORY” 


Or, How a Systematic Water Waste Survey in Progress Has Already. v Bs 
Saved Philadelphia a Needed 13,000,000 Gallons 
Daily to Meet Defense Demands 


Philadelphia found herself, in 

common with most other mu- 
nicipalities, in straitened financial 
circumstances. Demands upon the 
water works system instead of in- 
creasing began to decrease and the 
need for making additions to the sys- 
tem ceased to exist. But with this 
contraction in use there was also a 
decrease in revenue and many im- 
provements, and even items of main- 
tenance had to be deferred. At 
length, in 1939, a committee of ex- 
perts was appointed to investigate 
the water works system for the pur- 
pose of recommending improvements 
necessary to bring it into first class 
operating condition. A bond issue 
of $18,000,000 was voted to pay for 
these improvements and engineers 
from the office of Morris Knowles of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., were employed to su- 
pervise the expenditure of this 
money. 

However, the design of the needed 
additions would in itself consume 
considerable time and: it seemed 
desirable to relieve the load on the 
system’ as much and as quickly as 


[Denisa the recent depression 


By MARTIN J. McLAUGHLIN 
Chief 
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possible. During the years from 
1926 to 1931 The Pitometer Co. had 
been emplo¥ed to make a Pitometer 
Water Waste Survey of the system. 
The results of that survey were most 
gratifying. Underground leakage of 
about 35,000,000 gallons per day had 
been located and repaired. House 
waste of approximately 50,000,000 
gallons per day had been stopped and 
industrial meter under-registration 
of approximately 4,750,000 had been 
corrected. 


Waste Reduction 
First Logical Step 


With a definite knowledge of the 
possibilities of conserving the avail- 
able water supply by the elimination 
of the underground leakage which 
undoubtedly had developed since the 
previous survey, the city decided to 
again contract with The Pitometer 
Co. to make another Water Waste 
Survey of the distribution system, 
and arrangements were made with 
the WPA to furnish most of the la- 
bor in connection with the operation. 
To date all of West Philadelphia has 
been surveyed and the survey of that 
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section of the city lying to the south 
of Callowhill St. is approaching com- 
pletion. An additional contract has 


recently been entered into covering | 


a section of the city lying along the 
Delaware River northeast of the cen- 
tral part of the city. 


How the Survey Is Conducted 


The survey is conducted in the fol- 
lowing manner: 

The district which is to be tested, 
and which includes an average of 8 
miles of distribution main, is segre- 
gated by valve operation and all but 
one or two feeds in this district are 
shut off. Recording Pitometers are 
installed on these feed lines through 
1 in. corporation cocks and the flow 
into the district measured for a 
twenty-four hour period. Indirect 
measurements are then made at 
night to determine the distribution 
of the night rate of flow in small 
one or two block “shut-outs.” Mani- 
festly where little or no flow exists 
at night there can be no leakage, 
but where the measurements show 
appreciable flows after midnight in- 


The effect of traffic on a 6” fire 
hydrant joint—25,000 g.p.d. 


Some of Our “Philadelphia Story” 


A typical service leak of which there 
were many—15,000 g.p.d. 


This 6” main, actually in a sewer, 
was discharging 569,000 g.p.d. 
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A cracked 12” main shooting away 
455,000 g.p.d. 


vestigations are made to determine 
the cause of the high flow. The 
actual location of the leak is deter- 
mined by the use of sound intensify- 
ing instruments in the hands of en- 
gineers who have become proficient 
in this particular line of work 
through years of experience. It is 
very seldom that the leak is not lo- 
cated within the limits of the first 
excavation made for its repair. 

’ Since the inauguration in 1940 of 
the defense program, the demand for 
water upon the Philadelphia water 
works system began to increase and 
had continued to increase as more 
and more industries turn to the man- 
ufacture of war material. All the 
water saved to date, by the elimina- 
tion of underground leakage, has 
been made available for use by the 
War industries without further tax- 
ing the capacity of the existing sys- 
tem. That the savings to date have 
been of.considerable assistance is 
evident from an analysis of the find- 
ings. 


The Most Important 
Sources of Waste 


The largest single source of waste 
so far discovered has been leakage 
from the cast iron mains themselves, 
broken mains, split mains, and blown 
joints. A number from each source 
has been found. Up to date, 62 leaks 
of this kind have been located wast- 
ing a total of 4,369,000 gallons per 
day. In almost every case these 
breaks were caused by underground 
conditions, such as the construction 
of masonry structures by other utili- 
ties in such a way that a bearing 
load was placed upon the cast iron 
main. Several examples of leaks 
caused by this loading of the mains 
are shown in illustrations accom- 
panying this article. 


More Typical Exhibits 


A 6” main carrying the weight of 
another failed for 50,000 g.p.d. 


Next in importance based on the 
average size of the individual leak, 
though not in total waste, is the 
waste from leaking abandoned servy- 
ices. As is to be expected, leaks 
on dead services will average greater 
losses than leaks on live services be- 
cause after a leak on a live service 
becomes large enough to affect the 
pressure, the consumer complains 
and the leak is repaired, but an aban- 
doned or uncompleted service can be- 
come completely severed without be- 
ing discovered unless the water finds 
its way to the surface. So far, 127 
abandoned services have been found 
leaking, a total of 2,273,000 gallons 
per day. 

There have also been located a 
large number of leaking services 
in use, and it is surprising to note 
how much water can escape each day 
from a leak in an ordinary domestic 
service before the pressure is affect- 
ed to such an extent that the cus- 
tomer complains. <A total of 373 live 
services have so far been found to be 
leaking 2,754,000 gallons per day. 

Six miscellaneous leaks not includ- 
ed under any of the above headings 
were found to be wasting 146,000 
gallons per day. 


Under-Registration of Large 
Meters an Important Item 


One feature of the survey, not pre- 
viously mentioned, is the testing in 
place of industrial meters on 4 in. 
and larger services. Increased reve- 
nue resulting from the repair of de- 
fective meters discovered in this 
manner has been considerable. A 
total daily under-registration of 
8,060,000 gallons has been discov- 
ered to date. Not all of this has 
been reflected in increased sales as 
a very large percentage of this 
amount was found on the meters 
supplying .a semi-charitable con- 


A good trick if it only worked. A 
sewer manhole found resting on a 6’ 
main cost 100,000 g.p.d. - 


sumer. As the result of these find- 
ings this consumer greatly reduced 
its consumption of water so that the 
benefit to the department was in the 
nature of decreased consumption 
rather than increased revenue. 

Altogether, a total of 13,000,000 
gallons per day has been saved so 
far. About 40 per cent of the city 
has been covered and it is hoped 
and believed that savings will con- 
tinue. at about the same rate as the 
survey is extended into other parts 
of the city. Some idea as to how 
valuable a saving of 13,000,000 gal- 
lons per day is, can be visualized 
when we realize that it is enough 
water to supply an average American 
city of 130,000 persons with all the 
domestic and industrial water nor- 
mally used. In this city, about a ton 
and a half of coal is required to 
pump a million gallons of water, so 
that the indicated savings from this 
one item are about 7,000 tons, or 150 
freight cars annually. Aside from 
the cost this is a distinct contribu- 
tion to the war effort by the relief 
it affords our over-burdened rail- 
roads. There have been additional 
savings of power, chemicals, etc. 
While Philadelphia uses very little 
chlorine, when compared to most 
cities, it is still true that the savings 
of a million gallons of water per day 
results in the saving of approximate- 
ly a ton of chlorine per year. Al- 
though the money value of the twelve 
or thirteen tons saved each year is 
not large it is a distinct contribution 
to the war effort as it conserves a 
critical material. 


A By-Product of the Survey 


A by-product of the survey has 
been the location of closed and de- 
fective valves and many valves have 
been found in each category. The 
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closed valves were opened and the 
defective ones repaired. This has 
not only put us in a better shape to 
make shut downs for routine re- 

~ pairs, but has also improved our abil- 
ity to quickly cut out sections where 
mains may at some future time be 
broken as the result of enemy bomb- 
ing. 

Although the financial savings to 
the city have been more than enough 
to justify the survey, the greatest 
present benefit has been the relief 
which it affords to our water system. 
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are doing something about it. Rs 

Yes, indeed. While factories, households |. 
and ail users of water are being urged to 
save every drop they can— » Reset} 

We find from the newest report of the |* 
Committee of Seventy that the City is wast- 
ing, not by the drop but by the million, that 
$18,000,000 fund which voters approved in|’ 
1940 for rebuilding the water system. 

In two and a half years since the water 
bond referendum, the committee reports, 
$1,200,520 has been spent. ae 

Of this, only $742,740} or about 60 percent, |: 
has been spent for materials and supplies. 

The other 40 percent, or $457,780, has been 

' Spent—you guessed it—on the payroll, where | | 
100 jobs have sprouted, } 

The .committee consulted’ engineers who 

returned an opinion that while further tech- 
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Metal Shortages “Prevent 
Others From Seeking. 
City Contract. 


| 

The city received just one bid 
yesterday, for»construction of a 
building for’ the new Torresdale 
pumping station. together with 
water piping, valves and equip- 
menf. . .. x i 

Kaufman Construction Com- 
pany, of Philadelphia, asked $1,- 
088,888 for the job. Officials at- 
tributed absence of other bids to 
difficulty in obtaining critica] 
metals. & : 

The city has an A-l-a priority 
Pd et one-fifth of the 
$18,000,000 water program and an 
A-1-j for the rest. A-1-a is sixth 
from the top—AAA and AA-1 to 
AA-4 are ahead of it. ; 

The pumps themselves were 
‘ontracted for more than a year 
‘go and will be ready for installa. 
ion late this year or early next, 

_ eg, 
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heavily laded as it is with war de- 
mands. Weirealize its full value when 
we contempiate the effect of adding 
to our present demand the necessity 
for filtering, pumping, and distrib- 
uting an additional 13,000,000 gal- 
lons of water per day. This is 
equivalent to the construction of a 
pumping station, filtration plant and 
transmission main of sufficient capac- 
ity to supply 13,000,000 gallons per 
day. 

Due to the difficulty in obtaining 
priorities and the inability to secure 


City's water safe 
despite pollu 
Hewitt declai 


per 100 cubic centimete 
the count for August, an 
the high of 1,424 set. 
of 1941. Guages =< 


Mayor Kelly, wh 04 
Washington yesterday 
ference ith, Rep. f 2: 
his bill to ineres SW ersion 
for Chicago, said he. Gn 
something soon woul aie 
the bill, now before the rivers: an 


The hearing, however, hasbeen 
delayed ier said, because the com-— 
mittee has been unable to get a 
quorum recently, That he blamed 
on members being absent for elec- 
tion campaigns, Bae ad 7 
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Philadelphia Water 


the necessary materials, the water 
works improvement program has of 
necessity been materially slowed up, 
and it is questionable whether or 
not the benefits from this program 
will be felt in time to assist in the 
present emergency. It can, there- 
fore, be seen how essential it is to 
conserve every avaible gallon of 
water in the City of Philadelphia, 
by the elimination of all sources of 
waste, such as is being done by the 
Pitometer Water Waste Survey now 
in progress. 
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»-|New Pumping Station and 
Filtration Treatment 


Works Planned. 


r-| The city took its largest single 
1S|step in the $18,000,000 water Sys- 
‘s|tem improvement program yes- 
with a call for bids’ on 
2d | $3,500,000 worth of construction, 
e-| The job comprises two separate 
contracts, One is for the building 
of a new pumping station at Tor-. 
ig|resdale, expected to cost about 
r-| $1,800,000. ‘The other is for a pre. 
at liminary treatment plant at the 
j-;Queen Lane filtration station, to 


in| terday 


cost ardund $1,700,000, 
Work to Take Year. 


gram. 
Delayed by Priorities, 


a} gram. 
Though priorities 


-|Council 


purpose. 
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ie 
Q{ Bids on the first contract will | 
*ibe opened September 28, Those 
don the second, which is being re- 
f\advertised, will be opened Sep- 
&)tember 23. The contract is being 
readvertised because the low bid 
on the first. advertising recently 
i) was slightly in excess of the $1,;- 
t| 700,000 limit set by city engineers. 
-|. The work is expected to take a 
-|year to complete. The two proj- 
ects will bring to about $8,000,000 
the sum spent or committed thus 
far under the $18,000,000 pro- 


The program was approved by 
(| Philadelphia voters in the spring 
rjof 1940. Preparation of engineer- 
rjing plans consumed about a year.’ 
>| Recently difficulties over Govern. 
i-|ment priorities for materials have 
if{fbeen blamed by the city for the 
apparent tardiness of the pro- 


undoubtedly. 
“)are a factor now, the entire pro- 
2)8ram could have been launched 
2jand completed long ago if City 
had been willing to ae- 
cept Government funds for the 


Department 


Historical Collection 
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f Saving Water Will men, - 
"Helping to win the war by saving water is not 5A 
far-fetched as it may sound. _ 
Philadelphians can do that very thing during the 
coming months. 2 = eae 
- ‘War industries in this area must have 
. water. Thousands of war workers who have flocked 
= to the city must have water intheir homes. To 
~ meet these vastly increas' mands'the city can- 
not expand its aistribubloa ai! ties. To make ends 
~ ‘meet, water use must. be limited as much as possi- 
ble to essentials. sg 
There is no lack of watet i 
at our doors provide an am 
. ing water is a manufact 
- filtered and pumped an 
of outlets where the co 
Our water system can @ 
gallons a day. Plans ha 
that capacity; but the 
completed this summer. 
Even normal demands 0 
strain the plant’s resources to the ut 
drought has been 4 possibility in 
summer. ‘: i: 
This year to the usual consumption. 
the extraordinary requirements of n 
new residents numbered in the t 
’ ‘To make the available we C 
must be avoided. 
It is for this reason that L 
, Council launched some weeks ago 
, education and appeal directed at: co 
: water during the summer months, w 
are greatest. a 
The results of that campaign to 
been made public, and they provide 
timony to the willingness of the 
ate in every war-helpful measure, 
During May of last year the ¢ 
. sumption in Philadelphia was 325, 00,000 gallons. 
Fot May of this year that total was cut to 307,- 
. 000,000 gallons. During June, i 1, the daily aver- 
» age consumption was 331,000,000 gallons. For June 
of this year it dropped to 308,000,000 gallons: 
This June saving of an average daily 23,000,000 
, gallons is a remarkably fine showing. ionth 
> contained many hot, dry days and no 
. sumption would surely have equaled the 


‘plenty of 


y 


od 


— wen 6 


average con- 


1 That these showed alarge amet ° 
1 abnormal demands: he industr: ria 
> ute to ee -operation of the publ 


> tive demonstration of the huge sav 
sa little Joint action. ye see 
. Ps ie and buildings throughout the city, 
) defective plumbing, worn-out’ washers, loose spig- 
- ots and leaky pipes have been wasting an immense 
: amount of water. ; 
- Because of careless 
‘ gravated by the 
- the absence ins 
\ of gallons have: 
“-The plea for 
shall not be ham 
ently borne fru 


~ -paigns in whicg 38 
- days or we Today's savings have 
‘even stepped up for 


1 summer at least. ~ 

0 We hi ‘already’ that we can get along 

n le “han was used in May and June last 

aks, if we avoid the unneces- 
; can our plants within 

3) their capacity, we ‘can assure everyone an adequate 

© supply and we can be helping to win the war. 


a 


Will Determine 
Need Here for 


Improvement 


| duction Board will inspect Phila- 
delphia’s antiquated. water sys- | 
| tem today, to determine whether 
he city should be given the final 
go-ahead sign for needed war- 
time improvements. *... 

The official, Arthur E. Gor- | 
man, chief of the Water Produc- | 
tion Section, Power Branch of | 
the WPB, made this disclosure | 
himself yesterday as he arrived | 
to address a regional conference | 
|of the American Water Works | 
| Association at the Benjamin | 
| Franklin. ry 


“LINKED TO WAR EFFORT 


Gorman declared he knew “noth- |! 


ing” about the Philadelphia water | 
system but, he said, the WPB would | 
'indorse improvements for water ° 
systems only as a method of aiding 
the war effort. } 
| “I am_ here to obtain the facts | 
which I will present to.the WPB,” 
he declared. | 

Martin J. McLaughlin, chief of } 
‘the Bureau of Water, said Gorman 
would be taken to the Queen Lane | 
filter plant, where the bureau hopes | 
to build a $1,800,000 pre-treatment 
| plant, and to Torresdale, where 
| plans have been made for the erec~ 
tion of a $1,083,000 pumping station. 


BIDS RECEIVED 


Bids for both projects have been 
| received, McLaughlin said, but no 
decision on them has been reached. *| 

Improvements at the Queen Lane 
plant would relieve the load on fil- | 
ter beds, while contemplated con- | 
struction at Torresdale includes | 
piping and valves as well as a new | 
pumping station, he said. 

Earlier, in addressing the confer- 
ence, McLaughlin said flatly that 
the Philadelphia water system “is | 
not equipped to meet the abnormal | 
demands imposed upon it by war- | 
time conditions.” ( | 


BREAKDOWN FEARED © | 
Long before, the wartime rise in} 
water consumption here, officials of | 


the bureau warned that the system | 
was faced 


more parts. 

Breakdown of an important part, | 
they declared, would place a heavy! 
strain on other sections of the sys-| 
tem and would force curtailment of| 
the supply in the adjacent sections | 
of the city and might even cut off) 
| water entirely for a®period.. ~~ | 
| McLaughlin told _the conference’ 
that the $25,000,000 water rehabili-| 
tation and improvement program 
approved by voters in the 1939 elec- 
tion, had “hardly been given a start” 
before war came. 


25 PCT. INCREASE 

“Before Pearl Harbor the maxi- 
mum daily water consumption was) 
400 million gallons, which is approxi- 
mately the capacity of our system,”. 
he reported. “But after Dec. 7, war 
plants increased the use of water by 
25 percent,” he said. ; 

The city was able to meet this) 
sudden increase only through an in-) 
tense summer: water conservation 
campaign, McLaughlin reported. 
He credited newspapers ax@ tne Ta-~ 
dio for the success of tre campaign. | 


| VALUE STRE ~ 


A high official of the War Pro- | 


ater System — 


with the ever-present) — 
danger of a breakdown in one or}; 


Breakdown now woul 


be. a. Calamit 1 
Pati Welk 
“A breakdown in Philadelphia’s: 
water supply and distribution sys- 

tem now would be a calamity!” 

The acute water situation of the 
city was thus epitomized today by 
Director of Public Works John H, 
Neeson, in an address at the weekly 
luncheon of the Rotary Club in the 
Bellevue-Stratford. 

Neeson described In detail what 
he considers the necessity for Fed- 
eral authorities to grant more pri- 
orities for the purchase of materials 
necessary to carry out the most ur- 
gent features of the city’s water re- 
habilitation progtam which has 
beeri mapped out at an estimated | 
total cost of $18,000,000. The money 
was made available in a municipal 
loan approved by the voters in 
April, 1940. ‘ ‘: 


Aids at Capital 


While the Director was speaking, 
four, of his engineering assistants | 
were in Washington to confer with 
the Water Power Branch of the War 
Production Board. The delegation 
included. Martin J. McLaughlin, 
chief of the Bureau of Water, and 
Seth M. Van Loan, former bureau 
chief and now special engineer in 
charge of the rehabilitation pro- 
gram. 

The Rotarians were told. by 
/Neeson that the. only improve- 
ments for which. the city can hope 
to obtain Federal permission at pres- 
ent are those which will, increase 
or «conserve the flow of water to 
plants in war industry. 

“All public works projects, un- 
less to facilitate war work, are out 
for the duration,” he said. “If our 
nation had not been thrown into 
the war, 70 per cent of our water 
project would be well under way 
now. 


Heavy Expense Faced 


“The defense plants have account- 
ed for a relatively small part of the 
increase in water consumption here 
in the past 18 months, but it must be 
maintained in any. event. Unless 
more material can be obtained, the 
city faces the alternative of con- 
‘| stant. vigilance and heavy mainten- 
‘ance. expense.” 


‘WPB Will Inspect 
Water System vo/;2 
Ww VRS 


Rea ; 

An irispection of Philadelphia's 
water system to determine if its im~ 
provement would aid the war effort, 
will be made today by Arthur, BE.’ 
| Gorman, chief of the Water Produc=' 

tion Section, Power Branch wf the? 
WPB. : HSee| 

Martin J. McLaughlin, chief of the | 
‘Bureau’ of Water, said Gorman, 
would be taken to the Queen Lane) 
filter plant, where the bureau hopes | 
to build a $1,800,000 pre-treatment 
plant, and to Torresdale, where plans 
have been made for the erection of a 
new pumping station. Gorman re- 
vealed he would indorse improve-. 
ments only Ss a method for aiding 
war production, : é 


WATER FUNDS 
— Recor, “iy 
) P. C. Spent 
100-Man Payroll, 
} Says Group. - 


Le 


40. 


| Forty percent of all the 
‘money spent thus far for re- 
habilitation of Philadelphia’s 
broken-down water system 
jhas been devoted to a 100-man 
\pay roll, it was charged yes- 
jterday by the Committee of 
Seventy. 
| ae Waste Charged. 
“We are informed’ by éngineer- 
ing ‘authorities that further tech-| 
jnical work and designing was 
necessary after the preliminary 
yplan for rebuilding and repairing 
‘|was presented by the consulting 
jengineers on April 3, 1940,” read 
a committee letter. 

“But they do not believe it re- 
‘|quired,the services of 100 persons 
‘jover this long period of time an¢ 
|the expenditure of $457,000.” 
$1,200,520. Already Spent. 
| ‘The committee said that in the! 
|two and a half years since the 
|voters approved an $18,000,000 
{bond issue $1,200,520 has been 
spent, of Which only. about 60 per- 

eent—$742,740—went for pay-| 

ments on contracts and materials. | 

The letter conceded that priori- 
ties may postpone for several 
years “important parts of the re- 
habilitation plan,” and estimated 
\that the delay would increase the 
net cost by approximately 25 per- 
ent, .° $4,500,000. | 
“If the present rate of spend- 
ling continues,” i° was charged,’ 


“by the time’ the city can secure 
lequipment to proceed with some 
inhases 0: the plap, a large por- 
|tion of the $18,000,000 will have 
rittered away in unessential 
“The loan payroll should 
intially reduced at once 
money reserved for ¢on- \ 
cts and material.” 
Voter Apathy Attacked. 
| Elsewhere in the letter the com- 
|mittee attacked voter apathy, 
pointing out that in the Septem- 
ber, 1941, primary only 25 percent 
jof registered voters here bothered 
\|to go to the polls, and in May of}. 
‘|this year only 32 percent. 
| The November 3 election this 
tyear is “no casual election,” vot- 
ers were warned. “More is re- 
uired of you this time than a 
ub&... stamp vote, a pull of the 
ght party lever, or a thought- 
unconsidered vote as a favor). 
a friend.” "the committee point-|, 
‘out that the electorate would], 
ose men who have “an im- 
‘rtant part in the conduct of the! 
Sy) ee vies ' 


iled was the continua: 


hantom voting,” 


on 


VATE J Pall 
TOO HGH, SAS. 70 


The Committee of Seventy sete} 
day charged that 40 percent of the: 
amount spent thus far on the © 
habilitation of Philadelphia’s wa, 
eo has been expended on & 1 | 


NEESON SAYS WPB 
IS RESPONSIBLE IF 
WATER FAILS 


ChETIM: ble [Gm if 2. 
Asserts Industry here is 
Threatened by ‘Evasion’ - 

on Repair Program 


an payroll. : 

“If the present rate of spending 
continues,” the committee said in 
a letter, “by the time the city can 
secure equipment to proceed with 
some phases of the rehabilitation 
plan, a large portion of the $18,000,- 
000 (provided by vote for the pro- 
gram) will have been frittered away 
in unessential payrolls.” 


NEW DESIGNS NEEDED 

“The long payroll should be suti- 

stantially reduced at once, and the 
* money reserved for contracts and 
" material.” : : 

The committee made the charge) 
after it said it had been. informed 
“by engineering authorities that 
further technical work and designing 
was necessary after the preliminary 
plan for rebuilding and repairing (of 
the system): was presented by the 
consulting engineers on April 3, 1940. 

“But they. do not believe it re- 
quired the services of 100 persons 
over this long period of time, and 
the expenditure of $457,000.” 


$1,200,520 SPENT 2 
Since Philadelphia’s voters ap- 
proved the $18,000,000 waterworks 
bond issue two and a half years ago, 
$1,200,520 of the sum has been spent, 
of which about “eply” 60 percent was 
expended on contracts and matr- 
rials. : : 
The committee conceded t’ 
‘important parts of the rehabi 
tion plan” may be pgstponed s« 
years by priorities and estimated 
that that factor would increase net) 
* eosts by 25 percent, or $4,500,000. 
BR A, <p SELMER OSE PS 
{ 


wie." 


Director John A. Neeson, of Pub- 
lic Works, notified the War Produc- 
tion Board today that it will have 
to accept full responsibility if Phil- 
adelphia’s water pply breaks 
down and this city’s war effort is 
paralyzed. / “3 

The director’s statement followed 
reports he received of a conference 
in Washington yesterday of Mar- 
tin J. McLaughlin, ‘chief of the 
Bureau of Water;. Seth M. Van 
Loan, consulting engineer in chi 
of the $18,000,000 water supply: ; 


| nical work was involved in the City’s plans, 
| the $457,780 payroll for that purpose was 
way out of line. ; 

| Obviously, as the Committee of Seventy | 


| observes, at the presenta? rge 
the $18,000,000 for a new wate 
;have been squandered on unes 
before ifs construction is well under wa 

|, Which bears out the old City Hall tradi- 
| tion—that Phila Iphia’s GOP administra- | 
tion spends as little.as possible for service to 
the public, but never hesitates to spend lav- | 
ishly to keep itself in power. } p | 


City Asks Higher Priority 


part of. 


Striving to obtain higher priorities 
in order that Philadelphia can go 
through with at least the most vital 
part of its waterworks rehabilita- 
tion program, city Water Bureau 
officials conferred for nearly four 
hours yesterday in Washington with 
officials of the power branch of the 
War Production Board. 

No final decision was reached, 
WPB announced. A transcript of the 
conversations will go to Herbert S. 
Marks, head of the branch, and he 
or possibly an even higher official 
will make the ultimate decision. The 
Philadelphia, delegation appeared 
‘hopeful at the conclusion of the long 
session. “ 


ENGINEERS REPORT ~ 


Three WPB engineers, who came 
to the city three weeks ago to look 
over the pumping stations, reported 
on their findings at the meeting. 

Although the voters approved an 
$18,000,000 bond issue to pay for the 


improvement job in the fall of 1940, 


sible because of consistent priority 
trouble, resulting from one change 


after another which made worth- 
less each new priority gained. Chief 
stumbling block is metal, of which 
$5,600,000 worth would be needed. 


REPAIRS NEEDED 


Director of Public Works John H. 
Neeson revealed here that some por- 
tions of the program definitely 
would be deferred until after the 
war. Main object, he said, is to get} | 
the pumping system in shape. Of the | 
13. pumps now at Lardner’s Point 
station, as many aS five are broken| | 
down at one time. The city also' " 
wants to build a new pumping sta- 
tion in Torresdale, with nine pumps. 

The deiegation to Washington was 
headed by Martin J. McLaughlin, 
chief of the Bureau of Water. 


UNABLE TO GET PRIORITY 


this week on the city’s appeal for higher 
priority on repair materials, heard much the 
_ Same story from its own engineers, who in- 
For Waterworks Program | ‘er. 
- foirad’* in a system “neglected and apparent- 


ly riddled with politics for years.” 
no large scale program has been pos- | eae 


averaged $6,000,000 a year “little or no 
money has been spent in recent years to 
_ keep the: plant in repair.” 
ety? Because GOPolicy in City Hall to- 
a 


as little as possible on essential municipal 
- services—and.as Oto as possible on: political 
_ purposes dedicate 

~_ in power. 


en the city’s war-time water supply—the 
- buck is pass~1 to Washington. We shall ex- 


__ ter system lies with ‘‘the indecisive policy” of 
: past city administrations. Neeson added: 


- the same old GOP machine. Voters approved 


ij minds refused to undertake this program un- 
til after war was declared and essential ma- 


tion Board that, having refused to. divert war 


ing new. 
_war—the Spanish-American War-—Kath- 


- erine Bingham wrote of Philadelphia’s water 
system: 


— —w 


= 
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Blaming Uncle Sam et. ae 


For City Hall's Sins- 
- Your collection of stage jokes is incom- 
plete unless *you’ve heard the newest one 
from Philadelphia’s GOPlundered City Hall: 
- Blaming the Federal Government for any 
breakdown in Philadelphia’s decrepit water 
. system. 
Of course, everybody knows it wasn’t 
Uncle Sam who allowed this utility to fall 
into wrack and ruin during the city’s half- 

~ century of political mismanagement. 
Nobody knows this better than Public 
Works Director John H. Neeson, who told 
the Rotary Club, Wednesday, that chief re- 
sponsibility for deterioration of the city wa- 


“Philadelphia can lay claim move than 
any other city to the distinction, of talk- 
ing more about new sources of water 
supply and doing less about it.’ 


: But that applies to the entire water sit- 
uation. And it applies to the present City 
‘Hall administration, which is dominated by 


an 318,000,000 water rehabilitation program 
‘in April, 1941—but the City Hall master 


‘terials no longer were obtainable. 
Yet in another breath Director Neeson 
issues a statement notifying the War Produc- 


materials for the water system, WPB will 
have to accept full responsibility for any 
breakdown in equipment. | 

-That’s like blaming Washington for Phila- 
delphia’s dirty streets or any of the other 
abundant evidences of mismanagement in 
City Hall, is 

For Philadelphia’s water disgrace is noth- 
Far back in the time of another 


“Philadelphia, once noted for its clean- 
liness, showed all too plainly the result 
of poor government. A heavy rain 
stirred up the water in the reservoirs to 

- sucha degree that it required some de- 
termination to bathe in it. Even after 
the water had been boiled and filtered 
for use on the table... the sight of it 
rendexed one miserable and despondent.” 


The War Production Board, at its hearing 


ted the city system. They reported they 
“amazed at the rundown condition 


They found that although water revenues 


, as for a half-century, has been to spend 


to keeping the machine 


Now, that the results of this policy threat- 


“Washir 
longs. 


& 


on to pass it right back where 


Philadelphia Water Department Historical Collection 


ra peti¢ 2.03 
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OVERHAUL OFF 
FOR DURATION 


leery t= 19-4> 
sition to Be Patch- 
ed Up, But Not 


* Rehabilitated. © 
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By WINDSOR BOOTH 
Record’s Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON, ‘Nov. 18— 
Philadelphia’s long - delayed 
$18,000,000 waterworks mod- 
ernization program apparent- 
ly is going to have to wait now 
until after the war. 

War Production Board engi- 
neers told WPB power branch 
officials in a closed hearing to- 
day that the decrepit system 
can be patched up and made to! 
do for the duration, thereby | 
releasing critical materials for 
uses they consider even more 
vital. 

Pumps to Be Diverted. 

‘Under their plan, it was under- 
stood, 15 new electrical pumps 
now on order—and 75 percent 
completed—to replace the wheezy 
old steam-driven equipment at 
the Lardner’s Point and Torres- 
dale pumping stations would be 
diverted to. mushroom war pro- 
duction .centers where there is 
no pumping capacity at all to sup- 
ply the rapidly increasing popu- 
lation. 

The WPB engineers, it was 
learned, were severely critical of 
the Philadelphia Water Bureau’s 
maintenance of present equip- 
ment. New pumping stations, 
they reported, would not solve the 


.|eity’s problem unless they were 


given far better care than that 
given existing equipment. 


Final Decision. 
The final decision will come 


| 


from Herbert S. Marks, chief of}, 


the WPB power branch, after a 
review of the transcript of today’s 


‘|hearing. Reports emanating from 
‘the session, however, left: little 


doubt in the minds of observers 


‘|that he will uphold the engineers’ 


findings. : 
The engineers were under no 
illusion about the Philadelphia 


‘|}water system. They inspected it 


‘themselves 


recently and said 


.{they were “amazed at the run- 


down condition we found.” 
The system has been “neglected 


‘jand apparently riddled with. pol- 


itics for years,” they said, finding 
that although the water. rents} 
have been producing revenues of 
more than $6,000,000 a year, lit-| 
tle or no money has. been spent} 
In recent years to keep the plant 
In repair.” 19 
Some 40 Years Old. © “ 


sss the wo 
through and s : 
jties were granted on needed ma- 
terials: : 
Still No Action — : j : 
“The WPB engineers have been in 
Philadelphia for more than a yéar 
and they all agree with me that the 
‘plant needed replacement. The first 
group of engineers made a favorable 
| report but still there was no action 
from WPB. The plant was permit- 
ted to get in such condition through 
vee failure to give us adequate 
priority ratings—and this in the face 
of increased water demands of the 
Army, Navy and war industry— 
that they were finally driven to con- 
sider the deferment of the work, I 
said I would consider it if the crit- 
ical situation regarding our pump- 
ing plants was given. prompt con- 
sideration by the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

“While we wanted to be helpful it 

‘was necessary to consider Philadel- 
phia’s contribution to armament. A 
breakdown would mean less guns 
and fewer ships.” / ? 
Situation Called Grave 

Chief McLaughlin and his associ- 
ates reported to Director Neeson 
upon their return to Philadelphia, 
stressing the gravity of the situa- 
tion. 

“Any WPB_ proposal providing 
for less than the essential machin- 
ery Director Neeson has asked is 
simply an invitation to trouble and 
we so advised the WPB engineers,” 
said McLaughlin. ‘The only guar- 
antee that Philadelphia’s water sup- 
ply will be able to meet the added 
demands of the war effort is that 


aaa tao... ROMA ei inn Na nen ~ came = r 
this city shall be furnished with the 
essential pumping units demanded 
by the director.” 

McLaughlin said that he and his 
associates stressed the need of quick 
action by the Federal Government 
and were emphatic in rejecting the 
suggestion that temporary expedi- 
ents might be devised to get along 
without the new equipment. } 

“The position of the city repre- 
sentatives is that WPB has no more 
important problem before it than 
protecting Philadelphia’s water sup- 
ply,” said McLaughlin. } 9 


WPB Advocates Repairs 


The WPB engineers submitted a 
report on the condition of the Phila- 
delphia water system, declaring that 
although it is operating with 40- 
year-old steam equipment it can be 
repaired to the point where it will 
serve. 

City representatives quoted the 
WPB engineers as saying they are 
convinced Philadelphia can con- 
tinue to make out with its present 
pumping stations, adding that there 
is no guarantee the stations if begun 
would be completed before the end 
of the war. 

McLaughlin and Van Loan strong- 
ly opposed the assertion of WPB en- 
gineers that the Lardner’s Point 
pumping station, although admit- 


tedly out of date, “will last for 100| 


years if given reasonable care,” 


a (i fficia ussing 
possibility that stations no’ 
under construction may not be 
completed until after the war, 
said: Se eds sees RY: 
“Our engineers are convinced 
that Philadelphia can make out 


provided they are rehabilitated 
and kept in repair. The fact that 
the new stations are nearly fin- 
ished is no guarantee either that 
they will be finished before the 
war is over, or that they will not 
be moved to another district.” 

A large part of the hearing was 
given over to discussion of the 


Lardner’s Point pumping station, 
he said. The Philadelphia delega- 
tion contended Lardner’s Point is 
hopelessly out of date and no 
longer serviceable. 


“Will Last 100 Years.” 


. WPB engineers said: 

“The station will last 100 years 
if it is. given feasonable care. 
About all it needs is its shafts 
recentered. The pumping station 
is ruggedly. constructed, and its 
parts are slow moving. Pumping 
stations of the Lardner’s Point 
type can stand neglect and abuse 
far better than the complicated, 
jelectrically driven pumps_ the 
Water Bureau is asking for.” 

Today’s hearing, presided over 
by Arthur E. Gorman, chief of 
the water production™division of 
| WPB’s power branch, was attend- 
ed by three Department of Pub- 
lie Works officials from Philadel- 
phia— Martin J. McLaughlin, 
;ehief of the Water Bureau; Seth 
M. Van Loan, engineer in charge 
of the rehabilitation program, and 
John M. Broginni, superintendent 


M. Jacobs, of Pittsburgh, consult- 
ing engineer on the project. ° 

The Philadelphians renewed the 
city’s plea for higher priorities 
than the present A-l-a and A-1-j 
ratings on the: water program, 
which they said were too low to 
be of much value. 

McLaughlin, in reply to ques- 
tions, said there was no thought 
of improving the water supply 
itselfi—the Delaware and Schuyl- 
kill Rivers would continue to be 
the source—but the capacity 
would be increased to meet the 
30-million gallon rise in daily de- 
mand since 1941, 

“Chlorine Cocktail.” 
_ The improved, modern purifica- 
tion equipment which was an in- 
tegral part of the original pro- 
gram, designed to outmode the 
notorious “chlorine cocktail,” ap- 
parently has been shelved for the 


duration already. 

While the engineers were pre- 
senting their case here, their 
chief, Director of Public Works 
John H. Neeson, was. telling the | 
Rotary Club in Philadelphia tha 
the only improvements for which 
the city could hope to obtain Fed- 
eral permission now were those 
which would inerease or conserve 
the flow of water to war plants, 


Cites Heavy Expense, 

Neeson said 70 percent of the 
program authorized by the voters 
in. April, 1940, would be well 
under way now ‘except for the 
war and that the delay causes a 
continual threat of a breakdown 
and forces. “constant .vigilance 
and heavy maintenance expense.” 

But he conceded that the chief 
responsibility for the present 
plight lies with the “indecisive 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 
2004.019.0006B 


with its present pumping stations, | 


. will 


of pumping stations—and Nathan}, 


WO an ¥ 
'WPB enginee : 
rather than rehabilitating the city’s 
“water system until the end of the 
“war in order to conserve critical 
materials for uses which they con- 
sider even more vital. 

_ Fifteen electrical:pumps now on 
order and 75 per cent complete are 
to be shifted to other localities 
where war munitions are being 
made. 

“It was indicated that the present 
inadequate, steam-driven pumps 

continue in operation at 
Lardner’s Point and Torresdale. - 


‘Mere Hyasion’ 


“This is merely an evasion,” said | : 


Director Neeson. “I call upon the 


WPB engineers to show me any}: 


place in America where an adequate 


water supply is more needed than |! 


in Philadelphia and-~ where the 


breakdown of that supply will be |: 
more disastrous to the war effort. |, 
“The WPB is trifling with danger | 


serious danger. If Philadelphia's 


water pumping equipment breaks j 


on 2d Page following, Col. One) 


down under the tremendous addi- 
tional strain now imposed upon it, 
war industries valued at billions of 
dollars will be affected, 1F 


Serves Notice 


“T want to serve notice at this 
time of the danger and to declare 
that the city administration will not 
accept responsibility of such a dis- 
aster. This problem is squarely in 
the lap of WPB engineers including 
Chief Marks. I want Mr. Marks to) 
tell me where—in or out of military ' 
service—critical metals are more 
vitally needed than they are in the 
rehabilitation of Philadelphia’s 
water supply. It is my reasoned 
opinion that he cannot do this. The: 
statements of his own engineers 
support my position. 

“In the beginning of my negotia- 


‘tions with OPA and the War Pyo- 


ductions Board I asked for 49,000 
tons of critical material, valued at 
$5,600,000. They dilly-dallied with 
that for five months. I then agreed 
to a reduction fo 33,000 tons and at 
the end of five months I received an 
ts priority rating which was use- 
ess. 

Refused Advance 

“They refused to advance the pri- | 
ority at any time during the nego- 
tiations, but subsequently WPB ad- 
vanced it to A-1 and A-1-C. The 
A-1-C. rating covered chemical 
equipment valued at $750,000. The 
difference between this figure and 
the $5,300,000 represented the cost 
of critical metals. 

“In the meantime I advertised 
the pumping contracts for Torres- 
dale and Lardner’s point pumping 
station in August-September, 1941. , 
We also ordered pipe-line extension } 
contracts. | 

“Both contractors and manufac- 
turers found it virtually impossible 
to obtain anything under an A-1-J 
rating because WP had superim- 
posed AA-1 to AA-4 ratings on top 


of the single A rating. As a result 


we went ahead, advertised for con- 
struction bids for Queen Lane fil- 
tration work and the ‘Torresdale 
pumping station. We were constant- 
ly changing plans with the result 
that we did not have in the filtra- 
tion plant or the new, pumping sta- 
tion the materials specified by the 
original design, 


Little Success 

“We have had little success in 
keeping our construction work un- 
der way. From the outset in all 
my conferences with the Govern- 
ment I stressed the fact that the 
city’s water plant was obsolete, worn 
out due to deferred maintenance, 
and we had billions of dollars worth 
of armament contracts under wey 
in Philadelphia that depended on an 
ample water supply.. There is in 
addition the problem of war workers 


being added to the city’s popule-° 


tions 
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y|\Washington to Blame If 


Rundown System Fails, 
Neeson Says. 


FS 6, Site Dong es Re CR A Re iar ame | 


See editorial, “Blaming Uncle 


Fs | Sam for City Hall’s Sins.” 


| ee eee ee SS le ee | 
Director of Public Works John 


‘1H. Neeson intimated yesterday 


“|responsible 


-|full responsibility if the city’s 
: water system breaks down. 


:|WPB engineers who came here to]. 
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"| producing communities which have 
no pumping facilities at all. 


| \Philadelphia is not getting the 


| of Public Works, charged yesterday. 
‘} could have gotten those pumps,” he 
. | asserted, “but I tried to get them or 
‘| pleted in an Eastern city, applica- 


:| after I submitted Philadelphia’s ap- 
' | plication.” 


that politics in Washington was 
for | Philadelphia’s 
failure to get the War Production 
Board’s approval of the city’s 
program for rehabilitating the 
water works. 
_ “Tf Thad gone to certain people 
in Washington, I could have got- 
ten those pumps,” he declared. 
City Policy Blamed. 
The WPB, he said, must accept 


On Wednesday Neeson told the 
Rotary Club the “indecisive pol- 
icy” of previous city administra- 
tions was responsible for the 
present emergency. 

Neeson charged that “the three 


make inspections did not even 
submit a written report.” 
Final Ruling Awaited. 

The final WPB ruling has not 
come from Washington, but com- 
ments made by officials after a 
hearing Wednesday indicated the 
city’s appeal will be turned down 
—and that even the 15 pumps 
now 75 percent completed may 
be taken over for other areas. 

Neeson pointed, out that the 
WPB_ spokesmen criticized. the 
city sharply because of the run- 
down condition of the water sys- 
tem, and then said the system 

hed up. 


new electrical water pumps it needs 
because its application to the War 
Production ard was made on 
merit, and not through “certain 
, people,” John H. Neeson, Director 


“If I had gone to. certain people I 


the basis of merit. : 
| “I know of a water project com- 


tion for which was made six months 


' He added that “you might ask |. 
Mr. Maury Maverick, head of the 
Government Requirements Bureau 
of WPB, about this.” 
|__ The Works Director. declared that 
| WPB would have to take full respon- 
sibility if Philadelphia’s water sup- 
ply, essential to this city’s war effort, 
breaks down. * 

Although WPB-had not made its 
decision on the city’s application for 
15 new pumps to replace ancient 
steam-powered pumps now in use, 
WPB engineers reported at a con- 
ference with city representatives at 
Washington Wednesday that the 
steam pumps could be fixed up and 
made to work. 

ndications were that Philadel- 
phia’s request was to be turned down 
on the ground that the city can get 
by with its present equipment re- 
paired, while the pumps are badly 
needed in other “mushroom” war- 


AO 


WPB’s refusal to grant. priorities 
needed improvements to the Philadely 
‘works is a direct threat to the wate 


"tem in the Nation’s foremost war industry centre. - 


‘Should the system break down, with calami- 
tous consequences to plants turning out billions 
of dollars’ worth of war contracts, responsibility, 
as Director of Public Works Neeson asserts, will 
rest with the WPB. : : 

But that will be small satisfaction. We can’t 
ust shrug our shoulders, say that Washington 
must bear the blame and let it go at that. The 
city administration must persist in its efforts to 
obtain the improvements. 

That the pumping stations and other supply 
facilities are in a deplorable state is well known. 

. Even the WPB engineers admit that. But they 
| insist that the present pumps and other equip- 


ment should be patched up somehow or other and 


; that the 15. new electric pumps ordered by the 
city and now nearing completion should be sent 
to other warsindustry cities. 


If these engineers can show how further patch- ¢ 
' {ng is possible on the antiquated machinery now ~ 


serving the city; if they can point to any other 
community in the country where a breakdown 
| in the water supply would be more disastrous to 
the war effort than in Philadelphia, the latest re- 

port might be regarded as fairly reasonable. 
It is easily demonstrable that nothing short of 


wholesale rehabilitation will make our water fa-. 


cilities danger-proof, and that, if materials for 
water projects are to be made available for any 
“city, Philadelphia rightfully has*¢first call on 
them. ra) “> 


~~ 
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Tying the City’s Hands 

LTHOUGH WPB’s final word on 

priority for Philadelphia’s water 
works rehabilitation has not been 
spoken, intimation has been given 
that needed new equipment will not 
be authorized. .Under the circum- 
stances,. responsibility in event of a 
breakdown rests squarely with WPB. 

The City’s applications were filed 
almost eighteen months ago. Prompt 
action then would have meant the 
improvement would have been well 
on the way to completion now. 

In Wednesday’s conference, WPB 
officials made it fairly clear that the 
City will have to get along with what 
it has, trusting to luck that mainte- 
nance and makeshifts will prevent 
suspension of vital service. ° 

How extensive this maintenance 
and repair work will be is uncertain. 
There is no way of forecasting when a 
piece of machinery may decide to give 
up the ghost. But it is certain that 
funds for such repairs and mainte- 
nance must come out of current 
revenues, and that the $18,000,000 
water loans cannot be used. 

Such repair work to keep the water 
plants going is at best a temporary 
job. In three or four years it must be 
done over. These makeshifts are ex- 
pensive. 

Presumably WPB knows that there 
are other “communities where the 
situation is as bad as in Philadelphia, 
or worse; where water supply to war 
industries and Government establish- 
ments is as vital, and to which the 
machinery this city expected is to be 
wansferred. If it doesn’t know that, 
th: responsibility in event of a break- 
dovn will be even graver, and may be__ 
‘The City’s hands are tied. 7; 
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,|Agency Writes 


|WPB MAY ALLOW 


Wfothy 


for More Details on 


e 
;| Rehabilitation Plan. 


By WINDSOR BOOTH 
Record’s Washington Bureau 

_ WASHINGTON, Nov. 20—WPB 
probably will allocate enough 
critical material to complete two 
of the 15 electric pumps the Phil- 
adelphia Water Bureau has on 
order, officials disclosed here to- 
day. 

WPB engineers have told Her- 


branch, that two new pumps, plus 
rehabilitation of the city’s pres: 


adelphia water system going for 
the duration. 


Wrote to N eeson. 


of present equipment. 


asked to furnish will be checked 
against a plan proposed by WPB 
engineers, which is to center 
jshafts and repair existing facili-|: 
ties and to install no more than’ 
two electric pumping stations, 


gi ees water production division, 
h | Said he hopes Neeson can supply 
S [Mae information early next week, 
; ‘50 _WPB can make a prompt de- 
cision, 


Y|remarks made by Neeson that 
*|the city has been dealing with the 


Meanwhile, power branch offi. |' 
cials announced they have written |: 
to Director of Public Works John 
H. Neeson, asking additional in- 
formation on the amount of crit: 
ical materials needed to complete 
the co-called “Philadelphia plan,” 
which includes installation of 15]! 
electric pumps and abandonment 


Sb ee ec foe 


The information Neeson _is|: 


Seek Prompt Reply, 
Arthur E. Gorman; head of 


ae) iets Gs! es ae 


are 


There was no response here to 


wrong veople in Washington and 
; that another Eastern city, apply- 
"|g six months later than Phila: 


b) 
3 
djdelphia, , was” granted all 


the 
if critical material it required. 
— Maury © verick, chief of 
-|WPB’s m Pequirements 


‘branch and t 


e 
* 
of 


| tion Board, in Washington, yester- 


'| of any kind has been made” - 
| ing priorities erie 
_| delphia water system. 

| to an 
Clark, chairman of the Democratic |! 
gee Gomcartoe ocratic |. 


| that Philadelphia had beon 
Sufficient priorities’ f, gee 
project. . 


al” 
the only official in a 


#|Position to reply to Neeson, was 
jout of the city today. hes 


[ad 


fie 
A spokesman for the War Produe- 
ay said that “no decision or promise 
to improve the Phila- |’ 


‘his statement was made in reply : 
announcement by James P.}. 


7 that he had been 
vised by Senator Joseph Guffey |: 


or the water 


cool 
' 


Neesori 


bert S. Marks, chief of the power |. 


ent equipment, will keep the Phil-| 
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hila, WantsTooMuch 
VPB Says in Dispute 
Over Water Program 


By HUGH MORROW 
Inquirer Washington Bureau 


Mody x- 


i : id 
ASHINGTON, Nov. 20.—A War Production Board source sa 
today that Philadelphia “is trying to build a permanent water 


system in wartime, and the ma- 
terials simply are not available.” |, 
This source and others indi- 


cated that everything possible 
would be done to give the city 
enough materials for waterworks 
improvements to maintain. the 
supply through the war, empha- 
sizing that the city’s plant was 
in “terrible” condition, and that 
Philadelphia’s vital role as a war 
production centre was thorough- 
ly appreciated here. 

MUST LIMIT MATERIALS 


Bat they also made it clear that 
the thousands of tons of critical ma- 
terials needed to give the city water- 
‘works improvements which would 
last for the next 20 years or more 
simply could not be spared. 
“There is no doubt that Philadel- 
phia’s waterworks is in bad coridi- 
tion,’ one WPB official said. “En- 
gineers report that those old steam 
pumps pound so hard they almost 
lift off the floor. 


NEESON DISPUTED 
“But no city, so far-as I know, has 
obtained anything like the amount 
of critical materials that Philadel- 
phia is seeking. It just isn’t avail- 
able.” , : 

A charge made yesterday by Phila- 
delphia Director of Public Works 
John H. Neeson that “certain peo- 
ple” could have obtained new elec- 
tric water pumps for the city had he 
gone to them instead of basing the 
city’s. case “upon merit,” was dis- 
missed with an assertion “merit is 
absolutely the only basis on which 

these things are decided.” 


An invitation by the Department 


of Public Works for bids for con- 
struction of a new pumping station 
at Torresdale produced only one of- 


fer yesterday—a bid of $1,088,888 
Construction 


from. the Kaufman 
Co,, 1505 Race st. . 
|The proposed 
_| cover ¢ N 
;| house the stat 1g, valves an: 
-| other accessories. Failure of the city 
to obtain “higher priority ratings 
than the A-1-A and A-1-J ratings 
granted for necessary materials was 
blamed for the reluctance of other 
contractors to bid. 

John H. Neeson, Director of Pub- 
lic Works, did rot announce what 
action will be taken on the Kaufman 
bid, pending detailed study of the 
offer. The department is s*ill study- 


ing bids received last ek for aj, 
new preliminary treat * plant at 

| Queen Lane pumpi: The 

| bids ranged fror $2,- | 
295,452. is 


Senator Guffey Reports 
That Priorities Will 
Be Granted. 


Record’s Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON, Nov. 27—Sen- 
ator Joseph F. Guffey’s office gave 
assurance today that WPB will 
grant priorities for modernization 
of the Torresdale and Lardner’s 
Point pumping stations in Phila- 
delphia. 

A formal decision is expected 
next week from Herbert S. Marks, 
chief othe WPB’s power branch, 
who has before him the city’s 
requests for priorities. According 
to a WPB spokesman, Marks still 
is awaiting receipt of additional 
data from John H. Neeson, Phila- 
delphia’s Director of Public 
Works. ‘ 
Acts in Deadlock. 

Guffey, Democratic Senator 
from Pennsylvania, became active 
in Philadelphia’s urgent water 
problem last week after an appar- 
ent deadlock arose between Nee- 
son and Federal priorities officials. 

WPB engineers insisted the 
city’s antiquated water system 
ean be kept going by repairs. 
Neeson fought for priorities to 


complete 15 new electric pumps at 
the two stations. 

' Guffey’s intervention is expect- 
ed to insure completion of. the 
new pumps, now 75 percent fin- 
ished, and to avoid threatened di- 
version of the modern pumps to 
other communities in need of 
water facilities, 

Contracts Let by City. 
The city has let contracts for 
nine new pumps at the Torresdale 
plant, to cost $115,000, and for a 
building to house the pumps, to- 
gether with necessary connecting 
pipes, to cost $1,088,888. At Lard- 
ner’s Point, plans are to install 
six new pumps, to cost $138,000. 
Two of the pumps are expected 
to be placed outside the station 


temporary shelter. 

The work would be the tangible 
start of the city’s $18,000,000 
water system improvement pro- 
ram, money for which was voted 
in the spring of 1940. 

Federal Grants Lost. 


The rehabilitation of the water 
system was delayed for years by 
City Council’s inaction, which 
cost the city the loss of 45 percent 
outright Federal grants and 


solely at its own expense. After 
the loan finally was voted, pre- 
paratory work entailed further 


‘injected the priorities snag. 
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en Tod ; 
On Water Repairs 


Municipal engineers wi take a 
final plea to the War | 
Board for approval of atleast partial 
rehabilitation of Philadelphia’s wa- 
_ter system when conferences start 
here today between representatives 
of the WPB and the Department of 


Final Pl 


“Public Works. 


building and to be protected by a 


obliged the city to do the work, 


delay until the outbreak of ‘war! 


_ tactics of the 
fusing that 
rumors is out 

The city has” 


veloped. 


The Philadelphia water supply has a spec [ 
importance because of the many war industries 
here. Even a Washington bureaucrat ought to be 


ay 


roduction 


_ Arthur E. Gorman, chief of the 
| Water Section of WPB, is to re re iak-f 
‘spect the city’s water distribution | 
system. today and tomorrow. He and 
ther. WPB officials also wil. conf 


‘ 


solute dependence 
he question. — 

been trying for months o 
install badly needed pumps. Every time it | 
seemed to approach some successful conclusion. 
in its negotiations a last-minute hitch has de 


the wasta, 


owners 
th i 


Ignored by Bureau’ 


Water spurting from a break in an. 
eight-inch main had formed a small 
geyser in the pavement in front of 
2833 Huntingdon st. since Sunday, 
but despite complaints the Bureau 
of Water had sent no one to inspect 

ge-up to last night, resi- 
dents said. ; 
| A break in the asphalt pavement 
across the street from the main 
break has developed also, and home |. 
ners in the vicinity expressed fear 
ex ti tire street at that point. 


idermined 


this issue have been so con 
on the Ja 


n end: 


able to foresee the consequences should the system 
break down. Perhaps the WPB is finally becom-_ 


ing aware of the merits of th 
habilitation project, , = ce 
Meanwhile, however, we shall keep our finger 


"Sg 


crossed. 
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PB TO REINSPECT| 


WATER 


Chiat / & 


Priorities to Depend on 


Checkup of Facilities 
Starting Today 
The extent to which Philadelphia. 


will be permitted to rehabilitate its 
water supply system will be de- 


SETUP HERE 


termined by a further inspection of 
the system to be begun today by 
Arthur F. Gorman, chief of the War 


Production Board's water section, 


What priorities the city will re- 
ceived for the work depend upon 
the recommendations he makes to 
Herbert S. Marks, director of the 
WPB power division, which includes 


the water section. 


In Washington, Marks stated that 
he believes Gorman’s inspection will 
“clear the air,” and a decision could 
be expected by the end of the week. 

While in Philadelphia, Gorman 
will confer with Director of Public 
Works John H. Neeson and Seth Van |: 
Loan, chief of the Water Bureau. 

Marks announced that Gorman 
would give particular attention to 
the chlorinating plants to ascertain 
what repairs may be required to 
keep them functioning for the dura- 
tion and also will inspect pumping 


stations. 


Neeson’s request for release of 15 
new pumps already on order is stil} 
before the WPB, which previously 


indicated that no more than two of 
them wouid be authorized for Phila- 
delphia, with the rest to go to other 


localities. 
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His Checkup will Guide 
U. S. in Determining 
City’s Needs 2? 


aS 


WPB MAN TO STUDY} 


(By a Bulletin Staff Correspondent) 


‘Washington, Dec. 8— Arthur E 


Gorman, chief of the Water Sec- 
tion of WPB, will go to Philadel- 
phia tomorrow for a two-day. in- 


spection of the city’s chlorinating |. 


system, and for a final appraisal of 
Philadelphia’s needs for WPB as- 


sistance in the rehabilitation of its 


water plant. 


WPB sources said today that Gor- 
man’s checkup on the spot would 
be followed, probably by the end of 
the week, by his specific recommen- 


dations on Director of Public Works 
Neeson’s application for WPB pri- 
orities assistance. 

Final decision is expected to be 


made by Herbert S. Marks, acting 


chief of WPB’s power branch, 
Although Neeson’s original appli- 
cation called for 15 new electrical 
pumps, WPB engineers have signi- 
fied that they are in favor of patch- 
ing up equipment now in use to a 
point that. will carry Philadelphia 
through the war. recs 
In the light of its inability to sup- 
ply the nhew pumps for which Nee- 
s0n first applied, WPB requested 
him to furnish an alternate precise 
estimate of. just what Philadelphia 
must have in the way of material 
and parts to put its failing pumps 
in sturdy working order. Gorman 
indicated that no help could be given 
the city until Neeson conformed 
with this request. : 
The . $18,000,000 rehabilitation 
program which had been planned for 
Philadelphia’s water System is now 
seen as necessarily shelved for the 
duration of the war, the 15 new elec- 
trical pumps which were to have 
been a part of it having been tenta- 
tively allocated by WPB to other 
communities. sn 


rere 


decide the waunex, eh 
Reco — 


‘ - AOA. 
WPB RESUMES CHECKUP 


ind Seth M. Van Loan, engineer] 
Charge of construction on the 
_}918,000,000 waterworks m °° 
| |Zathon prograin, and vis’ 
Iehlo rinafing plants. Nobo: 
{make a statement exc 

’ Neeson said Gorman y 
‘|tinu'e his study today. 


i Works inspection 


ury had a dollar for each time. 
has been subjected to an of- 


ladelphia would have been 


out of the financial woods long ago, he 
This remark is prompted by the announcement 
that once again, for the umpteenth time, our 
water plants, or what is left of them, are to be 
given the once-over, this time by a gentlemati 
from Washington sporting the title of chief of the 


. 


War Production Board’s water section. ee 


The official, 
| whether the city actually needs the new equip-. 


presumably, 


is to determine 


ment it has been trying to get for the pumping 
stagions and report on his findings to another of- 


ficial, What will happen aft 
guess. For m-ny 
ting nothing bu 
tion for water plan’ 
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_ *magie formula” for cutting the 


to delay enactment of the 1943): 


te ‘one-third reduction in the wage: 
tax. 


_ Neeson counseled against taking 
' away the entire $450,000 unex- 
6 ae balan 


' take $300,000, because priorities 


|. So Neeson was told to find out 
| how much of the+ encumbered 
_ dunds can be freed. He is to re- 
| port Thursday morning—which|; i 


"legislative action by December 15. 


swe 


ee: 


%: Safety James H. Malone struck]: 
_ another blow at-the “magic for. 
_ Mula” when he objected to the 


"and soon. Malone said he'd “ike 
~ to go along with City Council be- 


g awit me.” $ 
| “If you have to save money,” be done with th 

e 
But in any event ras b 
still in the red, ER oy ee 
seem to b 
}left in the hat. 


' you reduce these appropriations 
_ that much I'll have to keep a cer- 


TO CUT WAGE TAX 


UNSINTOSNAGS, 


Feon p= f2-) 4s. 


~ and May Hold Up 
1943 Budget. 


¥ percent wage tax to 1.percent 
ran into difficulties yesterday. 
_ The resulting mixup threatened 


ty-county budget beyond the De-|' 
gn 15 deadline for the first|' 
ne in four years: 

iverything seemed to go wrong 
ien .City Council, sitting as}, 
‘Ommittee of the Whole, started 
o hack at assorted items to effect} 
‘the “economies” necessary for a|’ 


Margin Apparent. 
_Cuts originally planned came to): 
(640,000, enough to bring the]: 
udget into balance with antici- 


Osparé. — 
‘So nobody felt disturbed when 
rector of Public Works John H. 


cs 


ance of this year’s 
00,000 Sewer appropriation. He 
Said it probably would be safe to 


would prevent much sewer con- 
struction. 
That cut the planned budget 


- Snag on WPA Funds. 
@ program as set forth by 

ouncilman L, Wallace Egan, 
GOP organization spokesman, in- 
uded transfer of $300,000 from 
the unexpended balance of the 
sity’s WPA funds. Egan said the 
aiance was about $650,000. ‘Nee- 
son said his latest information 


cated to sce projects. 
_~ Appalled, the Councilmen’ hur-|: 
Tiedly checked with the Con- 
roller’s office and ascertained|. 
that although there was an un- 
expended balance of $384,000, 
ost of that was committed. 


means the clerical and printing|, 
work on tne finished budget ordi. 
lance may be held up so long it}, 
will be impossible t6: complete 


Malone Upsets Cart. 
. Meanwhile, Director of Public|: 


_ Egan proposed to take $280,000 
out of the police payroll and $160,- 
000: out of the firemen’s item, to 
ffset “turnover” of -~personnel— 
recurring vacancies, . suspensions 


use you’ve always: gone along 
he said, “I'l try to help, but’ if 


ulin number of vacancies, — [’d 
Suggest a safe turnover allowance 
would be $150,000 in the police 
item and $100,000 in the firemen.” 


an. 
ai 


Ttetrieved. —— 
ae 


ok 


ted 1943 income, with $192,041}: 


‘ will not be compl 


$147,959—or maybe it 


5é fed ten 


semifinal may bi 
further out of line by th 


‘th 
a : e 
System 


roblem. 


ment, 


basin, 
lected for 37 years—has 


pacity is reduced by 80 percent, 


The Councilmen ‘put off action 
on those items in hope that some- 


thing would turn up. 


Pay Increases Voted. 
Pay increases 


to $4999, Furthermore, 


entirely and incorporate 
creases in the basic wage rates, 


Under this Setup the pay of 
employe in the $700 to 
499 wage bracket—comprising 
all but a comparative handful of 
the approximately 20,000 .munici- 
pal workers—is increased $400 a 
te. 


every 


year. 


The base pay of policemen and 
a a NRE" | 


firemen goes up 
$2190 to $2590 a@ year. 
Hes new 
which cost $3,837,000 in additi 
‘to this year’s increases: Spe 
Old Annual ae 


pay. 
Upto $500 2250 20" $200 
$500 to § BOD eee er $250 
$ 600 to $ 700_.... $300 
$700 ‘to O40 ae i $400 
$3500 to So0HO. Re $300 
$4000 to $4499.77 $250 


$4500. to $4999 _____ | $900 


Pension Fund Cat. a 


Council began its day’s deliber- 
ations by cutting. $150,000 off the 
$975,000 tentative appropriation | 
for the Municipal Pension Fund. 
This was at the request of the 
ie Board, in antici. 

jon that employes’ 

a rise, ees nie ii 
, Council’s job is to fit the budget 
into anticipated 1943 receipts that 
shrink to $81,816,388.96 with the 


n 
hrown 
iN, water 
eeson report: 
ed that if the WPB finally decites 
the $18,000,000 modernization pro- 
gram must wait until the end of 
the war $256,857 will be Tequired 
for repairs to the Present equip-' 


~ He also asked $250,000 to clean 
out the Torresdale sedimentation 
which—having. been neg- 
as accumu- 
lated so much muck that its ca- 


were voted to 
city and county employes—not 
only the $2500-a-year-and-under 
group who received bohuses this 
year—but also those earning up 
it was 
decided to drop the bonus system 
all in- 


scale of increases, 


vised, super-optimistic estimates. 

The budget, after all the cuts 
made yesterday, amounts to $88,- 
359,187.76. The aps will be nar- 


at go into e et 
after December Sf one whbiee. 


jother “surpluses” 
‘mies” Council can find. 


Among “Economies.” 


ments in South ebia 
which have beer front Adelphia 


conditions an i 
he i d $200,000 Set aside 
lish the cost of the |], 


year. 
All that narrows the Spread to 


here do n 
e€ many more rabbite 


: PeeeRD., 24.5 


:| W/PB Official Arrives ea: 


day to Discuss Need of 
Repair Parts, 2.44 
Record’s Washington Bureau 


Pr 
t 
*|water system. 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 8—Arthur 
|. Gorman, chief of the War Pro- : 
duction Board’s water section, will|: 
be in Philadelphia tomorrow for a 
further inspection of the city’s|' 


1}. Herbert’ S. Marks, director of}. 


-|the WPB power division (which 

includes the ‘Water section), an- 
-jnounced today Gorman would give 
sjparticular attention to the chlori- 
-|nating plants to ascertain what 
firepairs may be required to keep 
jj/them functioning for the duration 

t i 


*jof the war, | 
is Wants More Information, 


-| Gorman also will inspect pump-|' 


] 
j 


[ing ‘stations to gather additional|' 
information on priority require-|: 


j/ments, Marks said Director - of! 


»|Public Works John H: Neeson has 
tJanswered WPB's request for ad. 

ditional information on the need 
.|for new pumping stations, but 


t/that the information was incom-|' 


.|plete. 
Neeson’s request for the release 
of 15 new pumps already on order 


is. still before the WPB, but offi-|: 


from now on. 

Marks, who has the final say on 
how much new equipment will be 
approved, said he believed Gor- 


,, 


_|man's 
“clear the air” and that a decision 


The Committee of Seventy pro-|, 
tested yesterday against the plan|, 


to dip into the $18,000,000 water 
loan for emergency repairs de. 
signed to keep the System in op- 
eration for the duration. | : 


. Garman, 
City Council, that such work “is 
Strictly maintenance” and that the 
late Mayor Lamberton “pointed 


be illegal to fol- 
low this practice.” Ponce 


until after the war, is to tap the 
oan fund for about $500,000. 


Pa 


NEESON TO CONF:R 


WITH WPB MONDAY. 


WASHIN YON, Dec, .22—Her.- 
bert S. Maras, chief of the War 
Production Board power divi=‘5n, 
jannounced today that Phil, del. 
|phia Public Works Directér John 
H. Neeson has accepted an ae 
tation to confer with WPB polwer 
officials here next Monday on; the 
city’s water works rowland! 

Marks said he hopes. the icon: 
ference “will clear up the re: 
ing questions on Philadelp 
minimum priority requireme 
to put its water’system in a s 


factory working condition.” 


a Seo ha 


$2,000,000 ** 
Must Be 


Trimmed 


City Council yesterday began 
the job of trimming some $2)- 
000,000 from municipal expendi- 
tures next year to fit the 1943 
budget to the one-half of one 
percent cut it has already agreed 
to make in the wage tax. 


The wage cut, which will re- 
duce the pay envelope levy to 1 
percent, will necessitate slash- 
ing $2,047,959 from the budget 
as. tentatively approved last 
week, Council was told by Coun- 
cilman L. Wallace Egan. 


$4,744,839 SURPLUS 
1 


The preliminary budget figures 
are $6,792,798 above the estimated 
revenue for next year, Egan said, 
but the city will have a surplus of 
about $4,744,839 by the end of this 
year to apply toward 1943 expenses. 


He suggested that the remaining 
$2,047,959 be made up as follows: 
Return $600,000 to the general 
fund from unexpended balances 
. now held by various city bureaus, 
Cut $280,000 from. the police 
payroll and $160,000 from the fire=- 
men’s payroll to-provide for nor« 
mal labor turnovers in both bu- 
| reaus. 


SLASH OF AIRPORT ITEMS 

Cut, $450,000 from proposed ex« 
penditures for sewer extensions-. 

Cut $450,000 from items for im- 
provements and damage claims at 
the Municipal and Northeast Air- 
ports. : 

Reduce proposed WPA expen- 
ditures by $300,000. 

At the same time, Council was 
warned. by Director of Public 
Works John H. Neeson that it must 
put up $256,857 of its own money for 
repairs to the water system. unless 
the Federal Government approves 
its $18,000,000 rehabilitation pro- 
gram, 


$500,000 REQUIRED 


If the War Production Board dis- 
approves the rehabilitation pro- 
gram, as Federal officials have pre= 
dicted unofficially, the city will 
have to spend $146,000 for materials 
and $110,000 for labor to ‘patch up” 
the water system, Neeson said. In 
addition, he asked $250,000 to clean 
the sedimentation basin at the Tor- 
tesdale pumping station, 

‘Council. discussed’ the possibility 
of applying some of the $18,000,000, 
which was borrowed with approval 
of the voters two years ago, toward 
the repairs, but Assistant City . 
Solicitor Herman N. Schwartz said 
the use of the fund might be illegal 
for anything but permanent im-< 
provements. Council will hold fur 
Ne conferences to settle the quese 
HOM 


FACES DIFFICULTIES 


The Councilmen encountered new 
difficulties as soon as they began 
| Studying Egan’s proposed economies. - 
| At the request of Director of Publi¢ 
Safety James H. Malone, they re- 
‘duced the savings in the police and 
fire payrolls from $280,000 and $160,- 
| 000 to’ $150, ind $100,000, re- 


Ag 


PENSION PAYMENT CUT a3 | 


At the beginning of the session, 
Council cut the 1943 pension fund 
payment from $975,000 to $825,000, 
The saving was made possible, ace 
cording to City Treasurer Edgar W. 
Baird, largely because employees? 
payments ‘toward the fund will in- 
crease next year because of salary 
raises, : 

The wage increases for city and 
county workers, already fixed at an 
additional $200 for workers receiving 
up to $2500, will also apply to thosé 
earning between $2501 and $3499, 
Council also approved $300 increases 
for those between $3500 and $3999; 
$250 for:those between $4000 and 
$4499, and $200 for those between 
$4500 and $4999. All increases were 
made part of the basic salaries, in- 


En 
Study Here 


‘| ington to submit a report which will 


stead of temporary bonuses. 


(We tRER ZY 
V ater 


PLP te ee 


{ 

Officials of the War Production | 
Board yesterday completed a three- | 
day inspection of Philadelphia’s wa- 
ter system and returned to Wash- |. 


determine to what extent the city 
can rehabilitate its water treatment 
and distribution plants. : 3 
Director of Public Works John H. 
Neeson, who has been trying for 
months to obtain Government ap- | 
proval of all or part of the city’s 
proposed $18,000,000 water rehabili- 
tation program, said he thought the 
latest. conferences had made prog- 
ress “toward a solution of the prob- 
lem,” : Ga 


U. S. AIDES SILENT - : 
The Federal officials, however, 
maintained a sphinx-like silence. | 
They are Arthur E) Gorman, chief 
of the Water Production Section of 
WPB's Power Division, and W. D. 
Williams, an assistant. 

The entire $18,000, logram, 
involving a complete overhaul of the | 
water system, has already been re- 
jected by WPB, according to unof- 
ficial reports. Gorman and Williams - 
made their inspections—the latest of | 
many—to determine whether mate- 
rials could be allocated to Philadel- | 
phia for vital piecemeal improve- 
ments. : ‘ 


[FEELS “ENCOURAGED” 
“The Féderal men inspected the | 
chlorination and filtration epee 
if 


pumping stations, water main ex- 
tensions and the whole distribution | 
system generally,” Neeson said, } 
“L feel encouraged, because I he-. 
| lieve we made considerable progress 
in arriving ete conclusions on 
emergency ean me conditions. Mr. | 


Gorman hasa thorough understand- | 
ing of our problem,” — 4 

Gor port will be submit- | 
ted to S. Marks, 2tor of . 


ower Division, and Nee- | 
The believe.i a final decision. 
| will be reached within two weeks. i 


eee ieney eens, 


” 


Ese bgp 
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Budget, $6,358,318 Short, 
and Yule Bonuses Aid In- 
comes of 19,000. 


City Council voted $4,729,500 in|. 


pay increases yesterday for the 
19,000-odd city and county em- 
ployes. 


“BY 


. First it enacted the $88,174,707) . 


budget for 1943, which boosts the 
pay ot everybody earning less 


than $5000.a year—at a total cost) 


of $3,737,000. 
Approves Christmas Bonus. 


Then it passed an ordinance 
giving $992,500 in year-end bonus- 
es—payaple before Christmas— 
to employes whose basic pay is 
now $2500 or less. Most of the 
beneficiaries will receive $50; the 
comparative handful earning less 
‘han $700 a year will get smaller 


sums gown to $25. . : 


Acting Mayor Bernard Samuel] - 


signed both measures promptly. 
The budget, enacted just one 


day in advance of the legal dead-|: 


line, is temporarily - $6,358,318 
short. The estimates of. collec- 
tions from all sources in 1943 to- 
tal only $81,816,389. Since income 
and. outgo must balance to the 
penny in the budget ordinance, 
the buday as’ passed ostensibly 
totals only $81,816,389 too. 

_ Cut Police and Firemen. 
- The reduction was effected by 
arbitrarily cutting the police pay- 
roll item by $4,366,518 ‘and the 
firemen’s payroll by $2,092,000, 
in anticipation that merging bal- 
ances and the 1942 surplus which 
becomes available after the first 
of the year will be sufficient to 
make up the shortages. f 

With the police and fire appro=| 
priations restored, the Depart- 
ment of Public Safety payrolls 
will. come to. $19,606,295—by all 
odds the largest of any city or 
county. department and _— only 
about $3,000,000 less than. 'thase 
af all the othér departments com- 
ined, er 


The $3,737,000 in pay increases |; 


represents a doubling of the “ad- 
ditional compensation” provided 
this year for employes earning 
$2500 and less, plus newly-voted 
benefits for the group receiving 
between $2500 and $4999. 
bonus system is being discarded, 


however, and the increases have!! ° 


now been added onto the basic}. 
scales, nities 


The}, 


iil 


a, wa 


'| PROGRAM MAY BE DEFERRED | 


‘| of the —program must be 
‘| for the duration. 


‘| eral officiais would comment upon 


aed Pay Boosts: Work. | 
“The basic. pay of emplo 
earning $500 or less is raised 
$200 in the new budget; that off) 
persons earning $500 to’ $600: is}, 
upped $250; salaries and wages], 
between $600 and $700 are raised 
$300; those between $70 14 x83499 
are increased $400;.th  \etween} 
$3500 and $3999 are bo owl pa: 
those between $4000 ang $4449 are 
raised $250, and thos petween 
$4500 and $4999 get 4 $900 i+ 
ee a 
_ The new pay scales, eth, 
with a copy of the ordina oe pr. 2 
viding the Christmas bunuse../b 
now must be submitted to the|¢ 
National War Labor Board, but|1 
it is not necessary to await the; 
board’s approval before paying} 
out the money. \ ie : 


Steps Against Fire Hazard. | 


Council’s Committee on Public}: 
Health yesterday. approved two|) 
ordinances designed to eliminate |, 
the dimout hazard of night-time) 
fires on dumps. The measures,|’ 
covering private operations, come}, 
up for final passage Thursday. |. 
City-owned dumps will conform. | 

Violations of either ordinances 
subject the offenders to fines} 
ranging from $25 to $100—or up|, 
to 30 days in jail if the fine is not! 
paid within 10 days. Ay 

The committee also approve4|: 
an ordinance: to force the deodc i-| 
zation of fat rendering plants—a|: 
direct result of the three-year|\ 
fight of . Richmond — resident 


= 


é 


_ against the Keystone Render’ 


Company, Pacific and Bat s. 
The measure does not apply tu!) 
establishments rendering fats for}: 
human consumption. Fines and 
license revocation are prescribed 
for offenders. ae | 
Council’s Finance Committee 
approved. a bill sent up hy Acting} 
Mayor Samuel setting up the ma- 
chinery for deduction of the 5) 
percent “Victory” tax from. city 
and county pay checks beginni) « 
next month. Sey 


IMPUIRER ef Bom (Oe a | 

Arthur F. Gorman, chief of the | 
water seccion of the War Produc- 
tion Board, yesterday inspected the 
city’s filtration plants and reservoirs 
to determine whether Philadelphia | 
would be permitted to extend its |) 
chlorination facilities as a partial | 
substitute for a complete overhaul- | 
ing of the system. H 

He visited several plants, accom- 


panied by engineers ‘of the Bureau | 
of Water, and later conferred with | 


.| Director of Public Works John H. | 


Neeson. He will complete his inspec- | 
tions today. | 


The city’s proposed $18,000,000 | 
water rehabilitation program has| 
apparently been disapproved by Fed- 
eral officials, but Neeson explained | 
that chlorination facilities should 
be replaced or extended if the rest 
postponed 

| 


The “makeshift,” he said, does not 
contemplate increasing the dosage 
of chlorine in water, but rather im- 
provement of methods of making | 
water potable. Neither city nor Fed- 


the possible outcome of Gorman’s 


inspection, the latestofmany made | 
by WPB reptés emt wives.” ou 


|\Of Water Proje: 


| sumption of work on five 


Five Punips OK'd 


. solution” feed chlo; 


- of 12-inch-diameter cast-iron pipe 


’ first installation ‘of . these hy-|: 
’ drants will be in sections where 


oe ee 


| City Plans. Start a 


‘ Director of Public Works John H. 
Neeson said yesterday rehabilitation 
of the city’s water system would be 
started almost immediately with re. 


eae 
three for the Totresdale station pre 
two for Lardner’s Point. 

Of the 756 hya.ents=allotted 
city by the ° i 
Neeson said, 276 will be delivered at 
once. Under the Federai.s*tion per-_ 
mitting a curtailed pro yshe city. 
will spend about $1,506,000 or. the 


project, which originally called f 


‘ 


expenditure of 18,000,000. © ~ 
: a 


ats 


‘eecail ai 


ee 


For Water Works! 


{Continued From First Page] 


trict, where the new Budd bomber 
plant is being. built. — 4 
Two at Lardner’s Point. } 

2. Lardner’s Point pumping}‘ 
station: Installation in a tempor-|( 
ary Station now under construc-|; 
tion,of two new motor-driven cen- 
trifugal pumps, each of 25,000,-|: 
000-gallon-a-days rated capacity. 
Approval of this installation: will 
be subject to. ie rovision that 
the city agree to.rehabilitate dur-|. 
ing the next six to nine months), 
all of the present steam-driven|: 
pumps, boilers. and auxiliaries. 

3. Chlorinators: Installation of 
three new high-capacity chlorina- 
tors, with accessories, at the Tor-| 

_resdale filter plant. j 
this installation is subject to the 
provision that the city will agree 
to. rehabilitate the ‘existing 25 

lorinators now) 
located at various stations and to 
relocate them atefilter plants and 
open reservoirs in the system to 
meet requiréments of the State 


_ Department of Public Health. - 


"Extension of Mains. 
4, Water Mains:~ Port _ Rich- 
mond District extension, 4130 feet. 


and 290 feet of 8-inch-diameter 
cast-iron pipe. Roxborough: re- 
inforcing main, 1000 féet 24-inch- 
diameter cast-iron pipe. The Gir- 
ard booster district main, 1000 
feet of 36-inch-diameter cast-iron 
pipe. 14, : 

5. Fire Hydrants: Replacement 
of 756 damaged fire hydrants of 
obsolete types for which repair]. 
parts cannot be obtained.. e 


fire risks ‘to war industries are’ 
greatest. ‘ = , 


Short of. Demands. 


WPB’s recommendations “ fall|, 
far short of Neeson’s original de-|, 


mands last spring for authoriza- 
tion to proceed with the entire 
$18,000, water rehabilitation 
program approved by Philadelphia 
voters at a referendum at. the 
spring prima;, of 1940, J 

Later he asked permission té 
buy 15 new pumps already on 
order, Ba : 


Wn | Sol 


oN 


Approval of}; 


| 
' Pro.“1ction Board s 


| 


| 
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“will be installed in a temporary 


City to Get 
New Pumps, 
Hydrants 


A program providing for the 
immediate expenditure of $1,500,- 
000 on repairs and improvements 
to Philadelphia’s water system 


War ?roduction Board. 

2 3 approval followed a con- 
fer’ice in Washington between 
Joon H. Neeson, the city’s Di- 
rector of Public Works, and Her- 
bert S. Marks, acting director of 
the WPB Power Division. 


PLAN NEW HYDRANTS 


The program was described as a 
‘“minimam program,” and provision 
was mde for additional repairs and 
imprevements’ when they become 

ne, Sary in the future. 

; 7. improvements are a tentative 
beaiting on the projected $18,000,- 
“ater rehabilitation-program. 
iortant in the improvements 

the installation of 756 new 
ydrants to replace damaged 

obsolete hydrants. The first 
allations will be made in sets | 
ns where fire risks to war indus 
tries are greatest. Under one con- 
tract the city will receive 276 
hydrants immediately, and under 
another 480 at the rate of 80 a 
month. 


3 PUMPS SCHEDULED 
Other provisions are: © 


Ir 


- One pump with a capacity of 6,-| * 
000,000 gallons a day and two with |’ 


vapacities of 3,000,000 a day each 


building at the Torresdale Pumping |: 
Station. These pumps will reinforce 
service in the area where the new 
Budd aircraft plant is being built. 


CITY TO GET PIPE 


At Lardner’s Point, two new 
motor-driven pumps, each with a! 
capacity of 25,000,000 gallons a day, 
will be installed in a temporary sta- 
tion now under construction. This 
installation is conditional on the 
city’s promise to rehabilitate dur- 
ing the next six to nine months ail 
of its present steam-driven pumps, | 
boilers and auxiliaries. - i 

The WPB also approved deliyery |: 
to the city of 4130 feet of 12-inch 
pipe and 290 feet of 8-inch pipe to 
be used in Port Richmond;, 1000 | 
feet of 24-inch pipe to be used in jj 
Roxborough, and 1000 feet of 36- / 
inch pipe to be used at the Girard | 


Booster District Station. i 


DD f ‘proves 
ater Repairs | 


was approved yesterday by the |p 


x 


mone ern sen ernenree | 


WPB Approves 5 Pumps 
For City's Water System 


/ : 
Agency Recommends High Priorities for Equipment; 
4 Three High-Capacity Chlorinators and Pipe 
for Mains Also Okayed. 


a 


Record’s Washington Bureau 
Buds Dee, 29.—|does not, mean the seriousness c 
| quated water|the situation in Philadelphia will 
system will receive a, temporary be corrected immediately.” 
Shot in the arm” as the result] Neeson expressed doubt that}. 
of an agreement here today by|the program “would see us 
jeity officials and WPB engineers. through the war.” 
Under the agreement, WPB’s} However, he ‘pointed out that 
Power Division will reeommend |the expenditure authorized today 
that the city be permitted to pur-|is in addition to a $3,000,000 pro- 
chase approximately $1,250,000 of }ram which has. been underway] 
'|new equipment, even though this|for 14 months. © 
jdiverts: critical materials from| “The most satisfactory thing]. 
|Projects cantributing directly to|about the agreement,” he said, “is 
| the war effort. eee {that the door is left open for us 
Olty to Spend $580,000. _ come back any time we want 
i : 0, or é God : J 
The city, for its part, promises eae iets eee ja 
to Spend about $280,000 rehabili-| ‘Lis ft oie : 
oan i ai machinery. ead Bir eainceare tee gs high}; 
equipment, per ; Epa eee 
meet Philadelphia Publie Works BR eecesended, willy 
irector Joh . Neeso : 
:|Herbert F, aa pe ag fe ae puntping station: 
: of WPB's power division, enna’ Eee anaten in a temporary build. 
sized that the improvements are a ee ee 
designed primarily to prevent a ceggenaa high-service pumps, | 
breakdown of the city’s water ae surillarién. pi wo. of the 
system, with a resultant Slowing PUP abe WAL have: & tated capacity 
or halting of war production, < ee ete 4 a day, and 
Minimum 7 : e. other a rated capacity of 
pT Ae Tee pte 6,000,000 gallons a day. These 
itn ze this is a mini- pumps will reinforce service in 
m_ program,” Marks told re-|the Torresdale high service dis. 
porters after a conference with 


Ngggon and his engineers. “It 


Continued on Page 8, Column 1. 
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Philadelphia Water Department 


Historical Collection 


2004.019.0007B 


| _. U.S. May Intervene. 2lb | Se 7 5 gale 


Se : Wi cari, Sa 
“Colonel H. B. Vaughn, Jr., U.S “ROY fn qT 
| Army engineer in charge of the : 

‘Philadelphia district, declared Hy 
that if the State does not take). 


|steps to correct conditions, the a 
|Government may be compelled to AT 
intervene, to insure uninterrupted ; UF 


‘Coal Silt in River Perils| 


i 


Phila. War Production, 


*, FVESTRE - Byer sia . | | 
House Hearing Told.- 


Re 


Ne 
House Group Told << 
Project, Would Aid To 


= 


“ongress Group ‘Fela ) yarep pyMps a0 
N. J. Canalis Threat DEROTEORLS. 


hila.W aterS uD 


CALLED M 
nV OF 


joperation of war industries along | 
\the lower Schuylkill. 

| Principal opposition to the bill 
came from the anthracite indus-| 
ltry and the United Mine Workers|' 


CIALS 


Unless some Temedial action is) - ee Ne a jof America, : | 4 FP a. Poe 
coal silt into the Schuyikitt by: EEERR ee ss ee Pe | Orphans Court! Judge Grover]. ear ae . i: : i Need Them Ws tse 
ia’s citizens and huge war indus-| grt, s,¥, MARCH 11, 1948 | Endangers Health and ic; Lapner, * sates outstanding|, || Phila, Area Industry _ Inquirer Washington Bureau - 4 Auto Center, WPB 
Pi PDA Desc N ease as Re | ma _ \leadep in the fight for pure _ WASHINGTON, March 10:—Di of ‘Public’ Works “John | pe pa ee 
° HARRISBURG, March 30— | 1) \e War Induisities, They | [ees eee et, Inquirer Washington Bureau delphia,.c lescod topic WY that eek "eh ee 6 Told, 
‘taken to stop the dumping of [ff FES H Tell Legislators. 31 | larg sie 1 eag a e bill. ie)’ WASHINGTON, March 11:—Rveo | New Jersey would endanger Philadelp Eater || Philaddiphia rejeeté . 
anthracite producers, Philadelph ; i “e hI said that é € operators would’ if a proposed ship canal across New | salt water into ———+++ > | Goubemnitet re i at deral: 
tries face “‘certain catastrophe,” | , Record's Harrisburg Bureau Be a oa on his 80 oo ge Jersey cannot, be completed before. oe _ fof! Ra y But getting into | giveng ao Detolt yest so a 
the House committee on Public) HARRISB March 30—The| (28 they claimed they could do— the present war ends, its construc- | et, former} the'fresh water of the Delaware 600-galto it four 40,000,. 
Health and Sanitation was told | Tate ae liga menace| |i Problem would be solved. | tion should be authorized now to as-,, insylvania | River.” oo Be Gta wale ta needed: for this 
today. f ; tf | { “on } BEC OEES ; delphi Affects Three Pumping Stations, | | sure an inland route safe from |, | h ofthe In- ram 4 gs pie ag 
At thé same time, the legisla- to public health in adelphia. ; | flenemy subinarines “if the Uniter"t Fon the plea hott seat, 
tors were pee ie oe BS x ae s sg S rn It also presents am € er-present | eee eoation er its States should ‘become involved it ton, | Doimeare River Basin, went oh Def i c. 
State makes such a ts Sa ued | tion of} | eG t : | third world: war, the House Rivers record with similar. misgivings, ty was ihe 
the Federal Government might Turner Also Protes . threat 2 oe opera | {pumping stations along. the river. |. and Harbors'Corhmittee was told to- declaring it was “highly ques. Wane Die 
intery-ne and prosecute the coal Would Menace ‘City's the Cltyig) Mee ae Uaerer®. |The Queen la. station's capacity), | day. © #, ” | tionable” that admission of salt pe ade a 2 
pr 3 cei’ a City official§)so* advised ded | jhas been cut dowr by 47. percent, |: The plea was made by Jacob M. | water into the river could be pre- o _ City Sok 
. , BILL | Drinking Water. House Gommittée on Public! /he said; the Roxbvrough station), |! Kiein,.counsel for the Port Raritan 13 d if such a canal were dug. } reen in resp 
€ .ORT BRUNNER BIL _ @ nitation at a pub-| |°Y 15 percent and Belmont by 10); | District, Commission, who declared | eno} from J. A. K 
arrayed in support of the Brunner WASHINGTON, March 10—The Health and San et = arbi oo A that. argumtients that the canal would | he See Me aa | canal might make it possible for Office of ‘War | 
ill, subject of the committee hear- city of Philadelphia’ today offi-) ae eee e thie "the % dum#p- | ated that it would cost rsa itér_into the Delaware Statements by Neeson and Turner tidal action to bring salt water up| , Production Bo; 
ing, werd representatives of Phila- cially opposed construction of a| cost agate 4 pte ie any , 91,200,000-to clea i), j| River'and thereby. endanger Phila- | ware placed 5 ie aes,” pFithe Bac ee Delaware Bay to the, Lacks Le 
werd: ses 0 ; , d, id's water, 5 “ ‘ouse Rivers ar ‘ -| Phi i ‘ 
poles peas : lle Sar ship canal linking Raritan Bay) stele in Pennsylvania, ; Bs rae ohh i <aciiad Mba ice tee during hearings on 2 bil a bs te hae be . sald aa Ed ting 
Schuylkill River, Valley Resto Jaware River near Bor-| Y ip . E Former Mayor J. Hampton Moore, | struct a $187,000,000 ship canal link- |. ‘The City of Philadelphia respect- fata cits 
N eacla , and the U. S. Army J to the eee Neeson Wa is of Dapser: t of Philadelj eo roeldune of the ing the ports of New York and Phila- # fully submits,” Sensi Hthat T am ‘advis 
| Yineers’ Philadelphia District offs. dentown, N,-d- | Direetor-of Public Works J ed | Atlantic Deeper Waterways Associ-  delphia by an inland route, and thus’any canal which does not protéct its legal aythority t A 
“jpppposing «the | measure; whic... Would Cost $187,000,000. = =H. Neeson Warned that’ Philadel. | ation, declared the canal would not completing the “missing link” in the | Water supply against salinity would “property purehased wi 
~) ‘dw pe out the silt dumping ex-_ In a letter to the House Rivers, | phia will suffer a catastrophe ifj. | only be a great, wartime transporta- |. ‘Yortena waterway down the Atlantic’| seriously endanger the health. and Specially appropriated 
&. 2b. 9m lithe State's Pure Stren’ land Harbors Committee, John H.| any of the city pum ptations; | tion boop, but would also bring about Yoast. Welfare of its 2,000,000 citizens and| Pl of Philadelp 
“Law, \were spokesmen for coa Neeson, Philadelphia Public along the Schuylkil ‘_ J i (a “tremendous increase in indus‘ y The statements were given the | industries. The same might be said fe property," 9g.) : 
‘ducers and the United Mine W Works Director, said he believed| _| close because of t | OTHERS SUPPORT BILL 26 ‘and commerce’? in the Philadelphia - Ccnmittee by James H. Allen, a rep- | for all the communities along the Condition of our water supply’ 
ers, wh Sones ‘|the canal would result in sea jot “slush” at th Others who supported the Brun- | Camden area: by linking the ports of | Tesntative of the Interstate Com-|Delaware from Trenton to Wil. | System is becoming more critical’ 
: tre water flowing into the Delaware | sedimentation basi ner bill were Mrs. Nelson Ogden, of | | Philadelphia.and ‘New York thrqugt | Mission. Allen said there was “no mington,’?. Q ; daily due to greater demands by| 
SITUATION ‘CRITICAL! * River, menacing the city’s water) | Dr, Robert L. Lai the Philadelphia Civic Club; Ralph} |] direct water route. Al '* | | Praetieal-way to prevent the salinity| 4s war industries, inéreased popu-' 
Robert McCay Green, Philade!- supply. Raritan Bay is an arm ithe Department of H ge of ag eae ene a Eee Sekt: SS : | acai sacle ccs ae Ne lation and other factors.” 
Pe Diedor of muniwetey wna) (ENON OT BN constuction! (gat Seeaiaaea | eed ae lead No Immediate Need 
son, Director v Re 2 Opposition to ‘the S s , eee ; ae | r eo ey 
Dr. John Laird, - ong ae . aihnee expressed by a ge ater supply €ys eet tyrbetl| gun Yee borough solici- Kno : sHletter front 
OO a eeecine, the city's water} ative Elwood J. Turner (R.. Pa.),/  Jabout | a |The principal spokesmen for th ed Anal roductién facilities ate: 
situation” facing the city’s water chairman of the Rivers and Har- es 1 eountry has te e principal spokesmen for the p ; ities” ar upresent- 
‘ ilt,! : " rik fe : (ice Bases | Opporients was Evan Evans, vice ly adequate,, but.” ps © and. 
supply because of continued silt, bors Committee which is consid- own.” (PP: 4 , ’ , DUMDS ° 
Colm dumping and sedimentation, | [oO CO ee con Solleltor Robert M Green|, Bien! and general manager transmision| fealiiege wll not 
hare e  Acrare rasta reed struction of whieh would” cost phat the dangerous pit pany, Inc., who represented the an- | bs 
commented. “The operators have ay the river is due to. the abe ; | 
c ; $187,000,000. ise 1 x ed Pace thracite industry. . 
been given enough time to correct a Liki. Co » Sanii : 
situation which they have brough Only Missing Link. +e “to. SOLUTION SOUGHT, 4). | 
BDQUD.! eigenen s then Said Turner’s statement: He testified that, progressive. coal | 
‘INTOLERABLE CONDITION “Whether the proposed.canal, as}, producers were atte! ing to ‘solve fs fee tk ing new ‘ 
“This condition is intolerable,” he is claimed, can be® ¢onstructed Line probitte es Besras OS bassthis i mak ‘sacrifices 
asserted, “and it is being acceler- and operated so as to prevent ad- ot Bern Pe gets a | sl ghee 
ated each day-and each ‘week.” mission of salt ‘wages into the chute @ Cae _ prove Fire Protection 
‘Dr. Laird said that complete clog- Delaware River is highly ques- ppearem of see age ‘ | : 
ging of the intake stations “might! _|tionable. As sfaras we know, no a Mere Gest tore ‘were syaipettitde to the ‘pub- for War Industries. 
‘force people to-go down to the river ‘|method has Operated successfully Dredging a, Mere Gesture.> }, tig interest pin eeu ct to the prob- : Bre i 2 power motors now stored her 
with buckets for their water and *,e- in this resp ,a canal of the “What dredging to the Schuyl-} | jen of stream tekiace na va Acting Mayor : Samuel asked, Shivike the puma he 
sult in the worst typhoid epiciemic : type and si der considera- |kill we have been able to do in taken steps “to any tha’ condi. {city Council yesterd; to Sutior: PE hte ig the pumps. “ig 
the country has ever Say «= )|tion.” ia: | |conjunction with WPA-is nothing] | tions for which coal operations have Hire installation of mtenamains in .. _ Delivery Expected Soon. 
Uneael 3. ee ae ret >| ‘The proposed-canal is the only more than a pathetic gesture. We | heen held largely responsible.” é peab f iladeneele Connecil ‘The pumps, part of a $137,636 
sia cago ee : {missing link in an inland, pro-| have to keep a dredgesin constant No practical method of eliminating nee Meet PLOD- ie pn peas a Bod tc contract for 1h pumps and six 
voiced the tr “eesof Federal in = tltected waterway from Boston to; {operation at the Bé t intake] | silt discharges has been discovered, tical cond a Detroit. jtion with the ne Bone, pean motor Sets~of various sizes, are 
Mice oo ee a the {Jacksonville The missing section, | aloney’ i Ry Rigen! said, sang tnt “for over - Detroit is goir e hard-pressed Eee eS at 96th s bal ote _ 20 betgent complete and expected 
sae gir 4 be Inve « ic 20 miles long. | “The It has killed the Schuyl-| | 100 years the discharge of some of et water durin ours on peak thay sige 00 hee ae nage Seas fy ‘here. tween June 15 and July 
: pe he kill es Fairmount Park for the mine refuse into the. streamis | ays “if we should have a hot, dry ty extend Watéh serv@e in the! "15. They are ‘to be installed at, 
AGAINS4° COURT ACTIUN: : recreation’ purposes. It_has seai-| has been a factor of economy in| oe ig “¢ i te = 
“Weave no desire to take court |. ed up the.clubs along Boathouse} producing coal. .-~ twmmer.” But Philadel, shia is in dan- {jarea but also to Improve fire pro- f 
“hetion: “Hig vould prefer that the n foe |Row and the famous American ae ee of a water-supply breakdown at tection ee Pe ce a “4 
“matter be settled within the S.2te.” Pe hameiuiiepeese YaST 2: | ead ae Be rig ie Be ai 3s Mny ‘time because of its re SS Et be ipa ‘veel 
jap udge Grr ee e oc sine aed: i ge, 8 hal N ae en be covened with ee ATER M IN PROJECTS ‘ ind inadequate plant eqi NER Bn ees | 
(OP axe Mihi co a i.. ‘Counci Gets Bill table growth resembling jun. WALLER MANN PRUIEVIS ee a little too much to $18,000,000 waterworks im- ; 
beaver va eck if the coal producers F Ww } Pj | gles.” es : : Be PUSHED BY M AYOR o yield the priority ; E. ment on rare en ae i 
ti what, they saycan be don Por ater ipes Be GC Nagle, chict sir Bo: » DIL ought so long and har OS iiiaee Salle tbr daging luc. 
percent nee | An ordinance authorizing the | Sainets Saata to the ered riitene He Seeks Approval for Work was granted only because ™ “water - pipe and appurten: “necessary,” his 
alisfied. xe |laying of additional wateryPipes in i in support of the bill in the in-| #8 PPI? that our own situation was s” in Schuylkill ‘ave., Lanier ‘tel added, “that 
: ae - | a ee Ay pie a terest of health and sanitation, meet a contingent ’ conditi "Penrose ave. and 26th st... our app br needed priori-/ 
mone ne Hag a ey me ; proter «<r salt Ee the war effort and fire protec- where. : A yuncil voted to” paacwines ‘ip ‘ties to come ‘the Lardner’s 
ee megane “ Director of Publle Works Nnecow | Ue eet Pap proect 8 e-gnitely be 
the menace of continued’ silt dump- Coal Operator Objects, — oints out that he has ( Se g ; a 
a 
ing became apparent. coal producers Evan Evans Lansford, vice 


ority to dispose of city PertyeaS i lees 
requested. But Philadelphia is able 
jo rest its case on firmer ground.. 
his city is full of plants making war 
upplies—some of them operated by 
e Government—which would break 
flown if the water supply should fail. 
The Office of War Utilities request 


‘| been sought by 


promised “they would take care ot 
: {City Council. ° 


this evil.” 
Green’ also notedt that, coal pro- | 
ducers admit they are clogging the 
streams with coal waste. . ; 
HEALTH ENDANGERED 
Neeson declared that “defense | 
plants and the health of our people” | 
are endangered by the sedimenta- | 


president of the Lehigh Naviga- 
ition Coal Company, was th 
jspokesman for the hard coal op- 
erators. Passage of the Brunner 
bill, he complained, “will make 
\it impossible for us to operate 
fat all’? pa eae 

He estimated that it would cost 
about ‘$10,000,000 in the next 20 


: i § | years to improve: and _ perfect bl da -eorrect: . . 
tion which threatens to block the : ms d { : és plage unreasonable and does not. correc 
saa pe eee Pompe a le babar the relative situations in Philadelphia Water Department 
a ne DeCcesceat Of tie e tributaries, He revealed that, his ne \ Sour etroit and Philadelphia. 29 E 7 l C ll 2 
(esd af et beat Goa heat voter Oe eee ee 8 — a. Historical Collection 
ed by sludge and sediment, At the ll utilize ‘newly-periecteaeioci lsummesio nc Srp ght 
Belmont plant, 10 percent of capac- a wiy-perie “EO LO as ‘erdale st. from Wa 2 
Ny is being lost: Bred be Rome rough | . = gett vane ae _ mo 2004.019.0008A 
‘45 percent is restricted. > Sete ee oC 
at mai ket. of fied 
See . —— ee | a 


puled. meeting next Thursday. 90 | 
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Major Improvement Program for os 


Water System is Under Way —-——=— 


Phases Most Essen'ial to War Effort Given Green Light by W. P. B. 


16" Pipe Strung Out Along One of Main Traffic Arteries 


ITIES have a tendency to outgrow their 

utility facilities. The history of the 
water systems of the three largest cities in this 
country furnish substantiating evidence of this 
fact. New York’s water problems were solved 
for many years in the future when the famed 
Croton Aqueduct was completed in 1842. 
Shortly after the turn of the century, it was 
indicated that provisions should be made for 
an additional _supply, so the Catskill Aque- 
duct was built‘and ‘put into service in 1917. 
Growth of the city with a corresponding in- 
creased demand for water made it advisable 


to start construction of the Delaware Aque- 
duct, which will, when completed, bring 
about 500 M.G.D. from the East Branch of 
the Delaware River and its tributaries. 
Chicago's problem has been similar to New 
York’s as far as the demand for more water 
is concerned. Since Chicago has long used 
Lake Michigan as its source of supply, it was 
not necessary to construct long lines from 
distant watershed to increase their supply. 
It involved the construction of more intake 
cribs in Lake Michigan with the necessary 


pumps, pipe and appurtenances to handle the 
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creased quantity of water. 

Philadelphia has two convenient sources of 
supply as it is situated along the Delaware 
River and has the Schuylkill River running 
through the city and joining the Delaware 
Philadelphia's 
first water works was built along the Schuyl- 


River within the city limits. 


kill River in 1799. Water was pumped from 
this station along Chestnut Street to a reser- 
voir in Center Square from which it was dis- 
tributed. In 1822 several thousand feet of 
10-inch cast iron pipe were laid along lower 
Chestnut Street passing in front of Independ- 
ence Hall. This line is still in service and is 
the oldest cast iron water pipe in this country. 
As the city grew and water demand increased, 
pump stations were built along both the 
Schuylkill and Delaware Rivers. It is from 


these two rivers that Philadelphia obtains its 


Lowering Length of 16" Pipe Into Trench 


i ne | 
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Long Straight Run of 16" Super-deLavaud Pipe 


water today. 
With the increased growth of popula gil 


and industrial activity along the Delawafe 
and Schuylkill Rivers above Philadelphia, the 


quality of the raw river water became incréas- 
ingly worse. Cognizant of the quality of the 
present river water supplies, a commission was 
appointed in 1920 to study the advisability of 
continuing to use filtered water from chesg 
sources or develop an upland supply. Theg 

recommendation was in favor of an uplaf 

the recommendation was) 
There were two schools of 


thought about Philadelphia’s future watér 


supply, however, 
never carried out. 


‘supply problems, those who favored contip~ 


ued use of the existing sources with improved” 
water treatment facilities and those who ad- 

: We 
vocated a much purer and distant upland sup- 


ply. Until this fundamental question was 


a 


4 


| 
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settled, there was little incentive to ex- 
pend large capital sums to improve ex- 
isting supply and treatment facilities. 

As a result of a very thorough study 
and after careful consideration, the 
Mayor and City Council decided to 
submit a $19,000,000 bond issue to the 
voters based on the continued use of 
present sources of supply and the im- 
provement of the water quality by 
The bond 
issue was approved in the 1940 election. 


added treatment facilities. 


Thus the water supply question was 
definitely settled and funds were pro- 
vided to proceed with this major reha- 
bilitation and improvement program. 

The program includes construction of facil- 
ities for double filtration at the purification 
plants. Steam pumping stations will be elec- 
trified and new stations built. Larger mains 
will be laid in districts. where existing mains 


are too small. Feeder mains will be installed 


12" Pipe Being Installed Under Sidewalk 


THE U. S. PIPER 13 


12" Pipe Strung Out Along Line of Installation 


to reinforce deficient sections of the gridiron. 
Extensions will be made to eliminate dead 
ends and supply newly built-up sections of 
the city. 

Unfortunately, the normal time required to 
carry out this program coincided with our 
accelerated defense program of 1941 
and our rapidly expanded war effort 
since December 7th of that year. The 
ability of manufacturers to make vari- 
ous types of needed equipment was no 
longer the controlling factor in how 
long it would take to complete a cer- 
tain project. Materials needed were 
in many cases critical materials that 
required high priorities as a condition 
Asa 
some phases of the contem- 


precedent to their procurement. 
result, : 
plated work have been completed, 
others are now under construction and 
some will have to be postponed until 


after the war. 
(Concluded on Page 14) 
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Corporate Personnel Changes a 


FTER fifty-four years of valuable and de- 
A voted service to this Company and one 
of its predecessor companies, the Addyston 
Pipe and Steel Company, David P. Hopkins 
has resigned as Vice-President in charge of 
Operations. 
within and without the Company, the Editor 


Speaking for his host of friends 


wants to express regret over his relinquishment 
of active participation in ‘the affairs of the 
Company and wish him many more years of 
the best that life has to offer. 

Richard K. Haughton has been elected to 
succeed Mr. Hopkins as Vice-President in 
charge of operations. He was formerly man- 


ager of our Birmingham, Alabama Plant and 


PROGRAM FOR PHILADELPHIA WATER 
SYSTEM IS UNDER WAY 


(Concluded from Page 13) 

Two projects involving the installation of 
cast iron pipe were started early and have now 
been completed. One project required 4100 feet 
of 12-inch cast iron pipe. This was laid in the 


‘University of Pennsylvania section of West 


Philadelphia to reinforce the gridiron system in 
The other project included 20,000 
feet of 16-inch cast iron pipe. This was laid in 


that area. 


the northeast section of the city to serve as a 
supplemental feeder main to that area. All 
the pipe for these two projects was furnished 
by this Company. Standard cement lined pipe 
With 
the exception of a short run of 16-inch pit- 


with seal coat was used throughout. 


cast pipe, all was Super-deLavaud centrifu- 
gally cast iron pipe. Both of these installa- 
tions were made by M. & J. B. McHugh, 
Contractors, Philadelphia. 


has been for the past three years General Works 
Manager. : 
Donald Ross has been elected Secretary and 
Treasurer of this Company filling these offices 
which have been vacant since Donovan H. 
Tyson, former Secretary-Treasurer, resigned to 
join the U. S. Army as a Major (now Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel) in the service of Supply. . 


John S. Coleman, president of the Birming- 
ham Trust and Savings Company, was elected 
director of this Company replacing James C. 
Brady, who resigned to serve as a Lieutenant | 


in the Navy. 
Christopher R. Wynne, acting comptroller, 
was appointed comptroller. ~ 


SALVAGE AND REUSE OF CAST IRON WATER 
PIPE BY PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD 


(Concluded from Page 7) sy 
one large MIA locomotive, illustrated heres 
with, can hold 21,000 gallons which it will 
consume in ninety miles when pulling a train” 
of capacity length. : ¢@ 
In addition to furnishing the necessary water 
for the operation of the railroad, these water | 
companies are of great potential value to the 
communities adjacent to their lines. They 
represent an alternate source of water supply 
which could be utilized in case an emergency 
was caused by the bombing of the municipal 
supply. 
already interconnected with community sysé 


Most of these water companies 4re 


tems and many other communities could be 
connected if the dire need arose. 


% 
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40,000,000 Gal. 


four 40,000,01 
in Philadelphi 
tion program, 


:|/propriated by the people of Phila- 


, Neeson wrote to Krug. 


.|there is imminent danger that the), 


iE 
PLEA FOR PUNPS ' 
CUU-GF | Mor i 


4) wer 
achines 


Necia toe Srtep 
says | 


Soe 


Direete War Utili-| 
ties ‘ton, ‘that this city |. 
per ister to Detroit of 


ion pumps needed |” 


phia’s water .rehabilita-| 


The telegram to Krug was sent by |: 


Director of Public Works John HL. 
Neeson following a conference with | 


the Mayor and City Seibtor Robert || 


M. Green. a 


*: by 
“T am advised thagy have no legal 
authority to dispose 6f @ity property |, 
purchased with money specially ap-|. 


delphia for this spécific property,” |. 


Becoming More Critical — 


“The condition of our water sup~|' 
ply system: is becoming moregcriti- |. 
cal daily due to greater demands by 
war industries, increased population 
and other features. It is therefore |‘ 
vitally nécessary that our applica- | « 
tion for needed priorities to com-|! 
plete the Lardner Point project in| 
its entirely be granted... Otherwise, 


war production of the Navy Yard, | 
Frankford’ Arsenal and other war 
plants may be endangered by a fajla 
ure of water supply service in 
area.” moar 
In his letter to the city adminis-|* 
tration, Krug pointed out th aay 
present water facilities in Det 
are adequate to meet e 
maximum daily dema 
pumps and transmission facilities) 
will not be adequate -to maintain! 
the necessary minimum, pressures) 
during the peak hours on peak days’ 
if there. should be a hot, dry sum-| 


’ | 
“Since the new facilities must be 


(Continued on the Last Page, Column 4) 


et ae ne a ea mc 


“PIT FGHTS SHET | 


OF WATER PUMPS 


is 


_ Public Works John H. Neeson warn- 


é 


IVPWIRE Rm S19), 43 

‘A complete breakdown in the mu-’ 
nicip-| water System and a delay of 
nearly a year in the $18,000,000 wa- 
ter improvement program face Phil- 
adelphia if the city is forced to com- 
» ply with a Government request to 
transfer four 40,000,000 gallon pumps 
to “meet an emergency” in the De- 
troit area this summer, Director of 


ed yesterday. 
The warning came a few hours | 
aiter Mayor Samuel had informed J. 
A. Krug, director of the Office of 
Water Utilities, War Production 
Board, that he was without wuthor- 
ity to dispose of city pre ‘y pur- 
chased with funds ear ed for | 
“ "2 purposes. _ j 


i 


PRECEDENTS FOR SEIZURE 


Although the Mayor rejected the! 
Government’s plea, City Hall ob- 
servers predicted that the WPB, if | 
need be, would seize the equipment 
for transfer to Detroit. There are | 
Precedents for such action, includ- | 
eB the seizure by the Government 
fa large number of trucks which | 
Were awaiting delivery to the city. 

From another City Hall source 
came the prediction that “there'll be 
some fight” if Philadelphia is forced 
to part with the pumps. Ag? 


CATASTROPHE. FEARED  / 


irked by the prospect of losing 
the equipment, Neeson declared: 
A breakdown of our processed | 


a a } 


3 — 
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water out of Lardner’s Point (on the’ 
Delaware River) will be catastrophic. | 
We aren't facing a theoretical situa- 
Hae. Sage is true of Detroit. ‘Our’s 
is a real, critical problem. pes 
a it’s nob-a question of; pa- 
tri or aiding the Detroitew 


effort, sere ar the 
of @ tremendously active 


duction area with the Ne 
arsenals, Quartermaste: Depot, in- 
dustries like Budd’s and Bendix and 
hundreds of smaller plants engaged 
in war work. We have to protect 
these. industries ‘and our own peo- 
ple.” 

He explained that ‘in addition to 
the 40,000,000-gallon pumps, deliv- 
ery of which was expected by July 
15, the city already has ordered four 


30,000,000-gallon® pumps aind two of 

25,000,000 S ne each, 

Some of the lattér'two types already 
aq 


have been reéeived. 
Government’s, request to 


MOTORS ALSO SOUGHT 


transfer the pumps t0 Detroit also 
included four 2000 H. P. motors and 
motor-gi tor sets, which. have 
been receivéd and.waiting installa- 
tion in a porary building at the 
Lardher’s t station. 


“If we agreed. to. 


$ 


sembledts: 7 << See 
The Government's. 


= to 
transfer the pumps to Detroit: was 
based on the ae it. the 
Michigan city would need’ an addi- | 


tional; 


000,000 gallons: of water,| 
jught or a long, hot sum- | 
: four pumps, it | 


the pumps with whatever material | 
‘they could obtain, but that it was 
problematical how long they would 
» last. ih, Gm CAS 


= 
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make a. real contribution toward | 
the effective prosecution of the war 
if it wil{Qenter into negotiations 
with the Federal Works Adminis- 
tration to the end that the four 40,- 
000,000-gallon pumping units now 
being produced for the city of Phila- 
delphia by the De Laval Steam Tur- 
bine Co., together with the four 
2,000 - horsepower Westinghouse 
motors. and motor-generater sets 
now in Philadelphia and designed to 
drive the above pumps,-be made 
available for use in. meeting the 
emergency in the Detroit area this 
coming summer.” 

Krug proposed that arrangements 
be made through Regional FWA Di- 
rector John Gallagher in New York | 

| City. 
| 
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Inquirer Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON, May _20.—Four 
40,000,000-gallon water pumps, 
awaited by the City of Philadelphia |: 
to avert a breakdown of its water 
system, will be delivered to Detroit, |. 
it ‘was learned today, 
A spokesman for the Office of |. 
Water Utilities of the War Produc- | 
tion Board said there was no doubt | 
that Philadelphia would not receive 
the equipment, but said that other 
measures would be taken to assure 
Philadelphia’s water supply. 


PHILA. OPPOSES MOVE 


WPB insisted that “there would | 
not be much difficulty in working 


oad 


out an arrangement with Philadel- | 


ae 


+ Give ae These Pumps i 


; v7 possible answer to the an izin 
reque:/ for transfer to Detrdéit of mvich-need-, 


ed equiipment beingybuilt for the Philadelphia | 
‘weiter jplant was that given to the Office of 
War Ytilities by'Mayor Samuel: a quiek and 
forthright “No!” hex 
De roit may need new pumps to Sp its 
water system efficient pressure during extra- 
hot weather, but whatever its need in water 
equipment it can’ not expect to come any- 
where near this city’s plight. We cam sympa- 
thize with Detroit, but in all justice we should 
not be asked to give up the pumps which we 
have needed for so long and which we fought 
such an uphill battle at Washington to obtain. 
Unless the run-down machinery ‘at Lard- 
ner’s Point is replaced a whole area of the city,! 
embracing important ‘war industries, will be 
threatened with a drought at any time. As a 
matter of fact, the equipment which Detroit 
seeks is only.a small part of that which we 
require to safeguard our water plants against 
a serious. breakdown. Mesh? 
Surrender of the pumps’at ‘this juncture 
would be a crippling blow to our water supply. 
It is unthinkable, sc on 
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_ Water Conservation Vital Need 

+ Serious shortage of water in the Philadel- 

phia area was prevented last summer. by 
wholehearted response to the city’s water 
conservation campaign. . 

This year the necessity for conservation is 
even greater, and it is to be hoped that the 
people’s response to. Mayor Samuel’s save- 
water appeal Will be on an even larger scale. 

It is no lack of raw water that is Philadel- 
phia’s problem—we have plenty in the two 
rivers at our doors. The strain is in our fa- 
cilities to make the raw water drinkable and 
convey it to consumers. Our inadequate and 
in some instances old and worn-out. water 
plant has only a certain capacity beyond 
which it cannot go. If demands exceed the 
capacity—well, they can’t be met, that is all. 

To make both ends meet, everyone must 
conserve water, That means the observance 
of two principal rules: Repair all leaks and 
other defects in pipes and avoid wasting a 
drop of water. 20 
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Let Them See for Themselves 
Agreement by the Government officials 
concerned to inspect the water plants here 


before ordering transfer to Detroit of the 


four pumps now under construction for Phil- 
adelphia is at least something gained for our 
side. 3 

It is this city’s contention that the pumps 
are so badly needed to insure sufficient water 
supply to a highly industrial area that De- 


troit’s laim to priority eannot possibly be 


considexéd. Once the officials take a look at 


our plants, they may accept our view and 


permit us to keep the pumps. ~ 

We hope the visitors are not spared any of 
the particulars of our ancient and deteriorat- 
ing system. They may wonder, before they 


are finished, that we are able to get any water — 


at all from our spigots. 
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Inquirer Washington Bureau | | 
. WASHINGTOM: ey Burean 
E. Gorman, director, of: the Water 
Division of the iar Production | 
Board, agreed today to confer ae 
Philadelphia city officials before for- |. 
mally ordering the four 40,000.0%v- |; 
gallon water pumps awaiterd by | 
Philadelphia delivered to Detroit: / 

The conference; which probably 
will be held in Philadelphia on 
Wednesday or Thursday, wais ar 
ranged by Gorman at the request: * 
Representatives C. Frederick Pra 
James Gallagher, Sr., and Hust 
Scott, Jr., all of Philadelphia 

The three Congressmen, all 
publicans, called on Gorman ye. 
day to protest WPB’s tentative 
cision to transfer the pumps, 
being built for Philadelphia w: 
system, to- Detroit “without f 
making a proper survey of the cr _- 
cal needs of Philadelphia.” : | 
SERIOUS SITUATION . i 

“The water situation in Detroit is! 
theoretical and depends.on whether! 
the weather ish nd dry,” Scott | 
Said later. “PhiladelpMia faces-4 se- 
rious: Situation if*there is a pbreak- 
down at;Lardner’s Point. Pumping 
Station”, : ae i 

“Mr, Gorman contended that the| 
situation in Detroit warranted prior 


J 


consideration by WPB,” Scott said. |! 
“We pointed: out to him that if these 
pumps are transferred there would 
be noreplacements available’ je {i 
event ofa break@own in l- 
phia.” Dag, Ree 

Scott saig@that, while a phaérence!| 
rating has been sivén for caférefs: 
and. steel to build & vault fr soneg 
Liberty’ Bell, these priorities Wouid | 
be without value unless. ’.¢ way is}, 
cleared to make ‘ossible*the pur- 
chase of 1.6 tons pf steel and a hy- |! 


draulic lift. rar 


W arning to Cir 


Atv is now trying to com: 
| through the courts. 


“The situation facing us né 
and during the next 90 day 
when water demands will increai, 
iat a rapid rate, will be worse ig 
“a year ago,” the Mayor s® 
| “For example, industries are m 
‘operating at capacity; there a 
thousands of Victory gardens 
Philadelphia and the four s 
rounding counties, and in Pf 
delphia 60 percent of our \ 
fe ing jeopardize. i) 


‘ 


the aoe wetion of, silt deposits 
pad wt T 


in the Schawllsilh”, 
re) att 4 3 Ps b 


ne: Mayors. 
¢ Mayors: 
lowe’ “Ma 


Mayors. statement fol. | 
a conference. arranged by | 
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Ellwood J. Turn 
‘|chairman, and James H. Allc 
ijengineer of the Interstate Cot. 


mission. 3 30 


Philadelphia Water Department 
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Supply Inadequate, 


aoes te. a es 
Philadelphia muststart sav- 
ing water. right n ow, or face a 
serious shortage within’ 90 
days, Acting Mayor Bernard 
Samuel said yesterday. ots ae 
Warning ‘Issued, 
Samuel issued his ‘warning be- 
fore he knew—officially, at least 
—that the four 40,000,000-gallon 
pumps which the -city had been | 
counting on to feplace outworn 
equipment, and ‘which were to 
have been delivered here within 
a month, had been, commandeered 
by the War Production Board and 
assigned to Detroit to meet a wat- 
er crisis there. /~" g ‘ 
Informed of the WPB order, 
Samuel said he would have no 
comment until he received official 
notification. But with the new 
pumps or without them, he said, 
Philadelphia must hoard its water 
this summer. 


Rain No Help. 


The impending “Shortage has 
nothing to do with the amount 
of rainfall. The skies could pour 
a constant deluge from now on 
and it would make ho difference. 
The need is for “manufactured” 
water, filtered and chemically 
treated, and there just isn’t 
enough of that to go ‘round. 

“A four-point program that. will 

provide enough water for essen- 
tial household and industrial use|. 
was laid.down by the Mayor: 

1. Repair leaky plumbing fix- 
tures promptly. A faucet can 
waste as much as 400 gallons a 
day. 3 

2. Use water “sensibly” for 
lawn and garden sprinkling, 
which means, for the most part, | 
leave the job to nature. 

3. Limit household consump- 
tion for bathing, cooking and 
shaving to a minimum. Do not 
“Jet the water run” to cool it 
for drinking purposes because 
that wastes water. - é : 

4. Do everything else that will 
conserve the supply. 

A similar program averted a 
| Serious drought last year, Samuel 

said, and it is hoped the memory |: 

of that campaign is still fresh 

‘jenough in the public mind to 

'|make . its continuance this year, 

‘|; when the-need is even greater, a 

matter of course. ce 
Silt a Big Factor, oe 

A big factor in the water short- 
age is the Schuylkill silt accumu- 
lation, which the Legislature ‘has 
jrefused to remedy and whieh BE) 


Continued on Page 4, Columr 7. 
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.|in the office of Director of Pu 
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.|the pumps, stressifig that Phila-} 
>| delphia’s : 


-|age in 90 days. 


> 


| phia,” though last. Tuesday ‘Di- | 


| rector of Public Works John H. Née- 


Samuel vigorously opposed trans) 
| ferring the new pumps to Detroit. « 
| Neeson said that a complete break- 
, down of the water system and a de= 


| $18,000,000 water improvement pro- | 
| 8ram faced the city if it did not re- 
| ceive the pumps. | 
J..A, Krug, director of the Office | 
of ‘War Utilities, had asked Philadel- 
| hia to relinquish its claim to the 
pumps, which are’now being built, 
in order that. they may be used to | 
“meet an emergency” in the Detroit 
area. Mayor Samuel promptly de- 
clined, explaining that he had no 
authority to dispose of city property 
purchased with funds earmarked for | 
specific purposes. — 
| DIFFERENCE OF OPINION 
| 'WPB’s only interest in Philadel- | 
phia’s water problems ig to see to it | 
| that the city, for the duration of the | 
| war, has an adequate water Supply, | 
j using the smallest amount of new | 


son, of Philadelphia, and tans!) | FOR SILT FIGHT ; 


| lay of nearly a year in Philadelphia’s | 


equipment, it was explained here. | 
The emergency in Detroit Was de- | 
|Scribed as “immediate,” while that’. 
in Philadelphia “has not yet de- | 
| veloped.” “The northern sadn of | 
| Detroit, it was ‘said, has inadequate 
| water for bot) »war industries’ and 
‘private homers)” 4 ; 
Neeson ap; rently had a different, 
understanding of the water situa- 
tion in Detroit. Earlier this week 
| he described it as “a theoretical sit-. 
, uation” while Philadelphia has “a. 
‘real, eritical problem.” 


NO NOTIFICATION RECEIVED 
Mayor Samuel yesterday an-| 
; hounced. that he has received “no | 
official notice” of the reported di- | 
| version of the water pumps to De- 
| troit. : eo. + 
|. It. is inconceivable to me,’ he | 
| added, “that the Government should | 
take such action.” =~ 


; 
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test to 

ficial; Decision 
» Deferred. 
City officials _ renewed’ “their 
fight yesterday against: temoval 
to Detroit of the-four 40,000,000- 
gallon water pumps awaited here. 
Their protests were voiced’ to 
Arthur E. Gorman, directo 
the water division of 
Production Board, at a con 


Works John H. Neeson. ae 
Defers Formal Order. > 
Gorman agreed last Monday to 
a conference before formally or- 
dering the pumps diverted to De-| 
troit. He will report to Washing. | 
ton the results of yesterday's dis- 
cussion, re 

Neeson led: the fight ts retain 


water. er “4s in a! 


precarious cofidition,” “and that| 
Philadelphia» heeds « the pumps} 
which only 


more than Detroit, 


rE y Statfonge 
"Pabene og ek fice 


Mayor Bernard Samuel 


A 
1 warned 
last week the city must conserve 
water now or face a serious short- 
a 
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'4 POINTS OUTLINED | 


VELLETIW-S- 
Ladner Wants Martin to 


Make Deposits in 
River Unlawful 


A four-point program for carry- 


Grover C. Ladner, président of the 
Schuylkill River Valley Restoration 
‘Association. 

| In an address at the annual mect- 
ing of the association at 1619 Wal-: 


nut st., he suggested first that Gov- 


ernor Martin be u “to do what 
the Legislature failed to do—make 
coal silt dumping unlawful.”” This 
, could be done, he asserted, through 
| the Sanitary Water Board. 
| He said Federal aid should be/ 
invoked in the fight; that river front 
) property owners should be support- | 
ed in litigation in Federal courts to 
recover riparian rights infringed by | 
silt deposits; and that all communi-| 
| ties along the Schuylkill should be 
| united.in a common effort for river | 
* purification, : | 
Action of WPB Criticised “| 


| The War Production Board’s order 
jtransferring to Detroit four 40,000,-'' 


000-gallon —pumps originally ear-|, 


marked» for Philadelphia, which is| 

seeking to rehabilitate its water 
.|System, was criticised at the meet-| 
‘ting. i 

“This city has been sold down the 
river with a vengeance,” declared 
Dr, William Moore. “They won't! 
let us have pure water and now they 
take away the pumps we need to get 
what water we have into the reser- | 
voirs.” £2) 

A formal protest to be sent to the 
WPB was voted on his motion. 


‘Mass Walkout? in Legislature 


State Representative Charles H. 
Brunner . of, Montgomery County, 
‘|Sponsor of a bill which would have}; 
made the dumping of silt into the 
j|tiver unlawful, denounced the legis- 
;{lators who refused to vote on the 
measure when it was brought up. 
3} “I never ‘saw such a mass walk- 
jjout,” he said. “They wouldn’t even 
ijlisten to the debate, they were so 


a /afraid of being caught in their seats 


when the time to vote came.” © 
Brunner, R. A. Jacobson, secre 
tary of the Reading Chamber of 
“ommerce, and John Deck, state}; 
‘sident of the Izaak Walton 
vue, promised to continue the 
against pollution. 


re-elected, 


ner and all the other officers t 
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To Discuss Sewer 


Inquirer: Washington Bureau 


system in Burholme, 


clared that “curtailme 
andy Kun main 
health hazard.’ 


ing on the fight against the dump-| | 
ing of silt into the Schuylkill River | | 
was Outlined last night by Judge | ‘ 


| WASHINGTON, May 25.— War 
Production Board representatives, 
in a conference at Philadelphia this 
week with Director of Public Works 
John H. Neeson, will attempt to 
iron out a tangle over priorities 
| which has long delayed construction 
of the so-called Sandy Run sewer 


» Representative C. Frederick 
Pracht (R., Pa.), whose district in- 
| cludes the Burholme: section, made 
| this announcement today and de- | 
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A directive to the city to convert | cities along the eastern seaboard and FILTERING PLANT J) By EDWARD STONE : bel Ue ee of the City's 
fuel oil heating units to coal in that armed forces will have oil even | J te kW ! n [9 vee) oe The city. decided. yesterday to : been ween igs aN od 
municipally owned buildings or face | i¢ there is none for home consump- | part, which is needed, cannot be ob- Aging - Machi i;  jembark on its first “lend-lease” |‘ ever vhode? ects high credit\on 
the prospect of heatless days next | tion. tained.” show that the 22 additional de-| | ging Machinery Musti; venture, his ag TY DOGY /Bpacerped © 
Tinker wat given Yoeetay My iam oe eee eee BNO Rae mae fendants wer Cleanse Water Growing ‘ At an informal meeting of city| Pan eet Detwaae 
rence R. Snyder, regional engineer | FO" {iT ne willing to convert wher, | One Holiday for I.C.C. | nuisance th: Constantly Muddi 2 Council with Acting Mayor Sam- supply crisis thissum- 
for the Petroleum Administration | ever possible, but that work will not | WASHINGTON, May 25 <U. P.)—| ane eee et “s City Hall re- aoe mune, net 
for War. be started until the critical ma-|The Interstate Commerce Commis-_ Problem for. Philadelphia’s _ filterin “was aprée a reat originally proposed, but 

; Sy # & P t eed to! bs 

Addressing a meeting of the City | terial needed for conversion “is on| sion today announced that the only Maxey obs -/must remove mote silt and lend Detroit—-for three and a half/ Mgh October 31, Washington has 
Council's committee on finance, | the ground.” holiday it would observe for the du-' ‘lem, in .|substances from the lat > “the four. water pumps'| seemingly beenvon over to the idea 
| Snyder said the order applies to all! “We are not going to tear down ration would be Christmas Day. istatesmen, and Schuylkill rivers oe tiene t Shs fers Hdrbhad Production that this City faces a standing water 

anne eee = a ke ¢ a] 2 : ec TIVErs NO fam | : that (Gita ns rr ee : 5 
= gone ao ae fe i es ,|when the plants were new. i ||. The: agreement,” suggested by Orta a get the pumps back 16 
. = eee ee % ¢ at) ‘i hid aig ee = ops ‘ . A a ; : %; p n ‘ * 

save tne tignemg for the eae Rar ‘ es ee F S a f that dumé@.seviite tite the rier || {| “The plants must do this eons i } wee ‘finer 9 to a con ea ae of cost, with $6,000 

7 ; nN de ‘Anti-Pollution roup oays MAXE Green ae hat the city was! though .theyare greatly in n f Co formally by a resolution 4 fe a ee 
F oe ._ Pee ek, gahaete #5 going to’ getafter them once | Sct ah ee ee of Council at its’ regular meeting By agreeing to the gelay Philadel- 

We Almost HadSome NewPumps |. City Was ‘Sold Down solved the silt problem, mente, aioe neq: ea signature ateteha re wayor’s phia may have won: for Beis wetter 

There is no particular reason to greet with || ~~. the River.’ Advises Now Supplys . - sade By mace of Minigpall) [lind up the Recent tug-of war’ understanding of itg’meeds at Wash. 
loud cheers the plan to lease four water ) mT  kction of the Federal Gov. Tt was:at this point.that Mgasey;; |Research. "9" sts re etween WPB and the city, | wens v4 yang ration in com- 
“pumps, now beifigy completed for this city’s: lois, Gt in depfiving Philadel pet oe Pe map-|/ |" At the tela “Rive | Leased Until Oct. 31. Wokes La ne ee 
use, to Detroit fot the balance of thesummer. ' '/ phir, the pumps if needs fot its to get itsedrinking water fro:n| dale plantyofffcial reecids for the) | rector ot ei Peon, Di Philadelphians naturally feel that 
Perhaps the arrangement. represent; the .  ||sitt-polluted water supply is add- iced ean d ie pe been | first.10 year 1914-2923, shew <i. ,|Neeson will he ee Soe Since they ordered this equipment 
- best that could be gotten out ‘of a had deal, = *|ing insult to injury, the Schuyl- $50,000,000. death, ar yearly av’ 3 of daily sed'iment» , ¢ the Federal Works ‘/ aiey for they should have it. Imsuch times as 
_ but that will be scant @omfort ees mee (kill River Valley Restoration, The Chief Justice asked hot tests was _ [Barts per milli¢yn” Sosa ee oe and four these'many matters previously, purely 
pumps that we had hoped ‘6. nep! Ages }|Association decided at its annual much it Would cost to clean vp The, last: Joc Penta 1ues104" sets to rin then The spe eee Bh must be regatded from 
downiithe middie at a hot spell. © ah, i - 3}meeting last night. ses Schy theese. Aca “ee 78 parts, 4 ee = Continue until October 31, to Pe the standpoint sof national welfare, 
cy: See he ie ir ke 4 rt : a T * a a pe Sia tay ia Bes a aera wae : 
The Government agency concerned ‘has’in- | his City Dap beensagld down engineers estimated that it wou Pe en Mae] || Ate amr ne ee ee, ut considezadivmsot national as well 
- sisted that Deéroit needs the equipment more _{| the river with a vengeance,” said é require from $10,000,000 to $15," pag Pumbed sai" Dion Ballons | eet as jocal Weer Cictatdghat these 
it ‘do. costeie ak sae alenis thee ign | eh William Moore. “They won't. Chief Justice Gedxge W. Maxey 000,000 to free the Schuylkill ‘ott ‘Bpoved 10,21 tonk ; “be returned ‘to: the -cify. In’-con- pumps take ‘tp _permanént residence 
an we de, So, oe let us have pure water, and now! of the State Supremie Court, yes. old silt and an additional $1,500 - yikilTiver! sideration of the loan, the WPB 1e uture. 
| {|they take away the pumps we __ |terday predicted Philadelphia will 000 to -$2,000,000 to prevent nejw 7 tor will assure the city .of the needed hent at Lardner’s 
s|need to get what water we have never solve its water problem|' deposits. nr cegas 7 priorities for critical material nec- ai; ‘along 5 
iJinto the reservoirs. 1 : until it ‘utilizes streams in the|' Coal Firm Accuses City essary to joel tivo of the pumps few months longer ing De Vedic. 
» Will Protest to WPB. of dtinking waters ST] | a ARE ane pumping station, | ——_«Peeted, 80 ft behooves all patrons of 
was referring’to the recent Purification. of the silt-clogged y Question of Needs. the city waterworks to make its but- 
i we zeae 1s are order Schuylkill, Maxey added, is not a aiiat ni ae cd a ober gre | den as light as possible. A break- 
erring « to” oit four | |matter#for -litig : : () e S, Water Sys: | pe 28 
‘40, 000-gall ne” ps eich opera A Eibs 3 but. — ae ayy fem needs, and on the, basis of | down would be most unpleasant. 
f pS = bike sys = 5 ’ - s / nt ; i 
Teck monn enygelvered ere |Commonyvetlth and he eoal cor yy Vets, the angher wT Sooo 2S 
“association voted a formal pro- ‘ Te az the Scht: y “discharge to | 7 { ities for transmission ‘facilities, 5s 
ed titest to be sent to WPB Gives rmal Oph se | ee cnuyikill “and Delaware | ‘ switch gear and transformers to ae | 
oe ‘ EE At Loe a ® Grover C. » Ladner. i id es" a hig i Rivers’ enormous quantities of}! \ 3 1 “install the remainin i wo pumps eS = > 2 
COUNCIL IS TO! D : reviewed the iauecabetal fight a ows eA wtee raw and untreated sewage, reen~ me) Je ' “-and motor scuipmevelie time for Neeson utlin ote 
eel cat louicfee™aiRdumeh ewe Mat (Staite ona enigh co); lo fe eer Kelanmel "oy Te pie ak wort mat |, Mat aimee erent : —_ 
| =a 1/OUutkved silt-dumping b iveiia 48 & ar ee F pnt Pha ee pt ute : Detroit issto return the leased bd “TD. beget 
| F PUMP SHIFT : {mine operators and called for oy pele gk silos e re-|¢ || The city, White. said, ecaivesh is to get four 40,000,000-gallon pumps equipment in good condition, and P hila; -Ostwar 
A ‘Rport for the city’s current plan be Aa ompanies’ from|< $7,009,000. annually for supply-|: ba eng be fe POR o'- ' the FWA is to, pay all expenses ; oe . 
4 a | ‘{to seek relief through injunction “City Sol Mie Robert McCay |< ite 2 600,000 6. a ment project was frpellet tat yes ‘a of traneporee ans Tepairs’and re- | Papers j 
U. S. to Pay City Bonus), | 2 ae Se Green sought to file an Brendes ‘ 53 usin pedost Ct thel terday by War Production Board and| Conditioning. ‘The “city, there- r ojects % an 
| : ath ea ‘The abatemen of po lution in bill of complain to make 22 addi-|t fit. . ff city officials in the office of Direc- | ; for nOh OBE uum Toeeece $6000 r 
| and Priorities are 3 St eam weit aly tional compai defendants inj: ee este op oom meter | on capensis foo bale pl aN An ambitious $350 000 000 pro | 
| psig teh Seen {ONDE vy» Sa adner,. “It the old action. © ‘ The conference was called asia re- | ; Nes - ah ‘Risaebad al 
|. Sam romised ck {Should and must be kept on a ee RES halt sult of the city’s objections to the}, & . Trip to Detroit. gram for the expansion and de-| 
P @ at 3 a eer Fade hon-political: plane,” $ m twee A Egan, peprecenting Da aoe tree WPB's ebeuarans Philaden |: = Yesterday’s decision followed a velopment. of Philadelphia, im-| 
The: ,000ezallon pumps | { - Urges 4-Point Plan panies Chath we ay ol com- eliminate or dg ae } t)phia permit the pumps to be de- |; trip by.“Director Neeson to De- mediately after . peace Teleases | 
|which were to have been installed |: H ‘ iftedt at eg uae the heveamtane ad ah among | < livered to Detroit, where there is an | ; troit two weeks ago to ascertain Jabor and n 
ner’s Point; Pumping Sta-|; % a a four-point program efendants, objected. “| urgent need for 160,000,000 addi-|,  the.situation there at first hand. last. week hb 
tion will go to Detroit under a modi- su abi ng on the anti-pollution Court Suggests Plan } ee ree of water daily. { ried Se as a the. eats Works John 
Jend-lease,” Frederic | ee Sa Be gay : ie BE } ‘GREAT... >. ; yor refused to turn over the 
Peas tect of City Coun- |: Urge Goverfor Edward Mar. The court th ‘eupon suggested Neeson and other city officials 1 | pumps on the ground Philadel. 
ci ‘ pre oS | Me age thai Nad ta tor he 80 ney 6 “fle as the court day ended ae that Philadelphia's’ needs are/- __Phia needed them: more than De- Commission, at 
neil tomor- | i Te 0 What the*Legisla- A Sa ae 0: THe aes ee Just as great, because the pumps are | : troit. ss é 
neta John B vii § failed to do, make coal silt, {2 Petition for, “we on the vari-| SS to be installed at Lardner’s Point, -__ After his trip, However, Neeson feretae <i conattee by 
cl Neen ikon h a ' ae ae ‘ aie thea ifs a pe Sea : he ney vt such war plants ms ae to HM een convinced | struction tadustry an 
i : ith the | 2. Invoke er com-| « Prope. nend :|a8 the Navy Yard, Cramp’s, Frank that Detroit's needs during the ead 2 
ee pledges Batting silt dui nite. ‘ a) aeeule yo be, fit a4 os Sree io Arenal Land Midvale Steel. As summer would be critical’ and ean ae wee 
5 ae = ‘ t S\ jal. areu- "HO OFNE os 5, Er g '|@ result of Neeson’s request for and the n re! <a 
‘ in the form of F sopaae oats 3 by ont ;|ment. will) bewp 5 until BA te iY SOF Si a ?P CF | ‘| conferetice on. Ghecseitier, he wae understcbe te fare Tete Bie the Bellevue-Stratford 
3s. timed over -| Federal courts to recc he fall sess m September, / « Neeson Igns — 3S | 5) visited yesterday by Arthur B. Gor- Wer tes eae Specifically, 
by Detroit after Oc- | .|tights infringed by Mits.| *| Aske About ‘Boo! se oe ~ *« \S2 |: 1{man, chief o the:.watetséction’ of | -The pumps now are being man- plans for: 
Shotalaed, and the! 4° Unite all pe Be ong; ° aes} Br } To Lease Pumps i» WEB, Thames he - ufactured for the city, and» are An _ elevated,” 
rantees necessary the Schuylkill in a common effort| |, When “the ity: tor in-|; | ip : 3) Accompanyiae Gorman were Her- expécted to be completed by July over Delaware a 
lete the installa- '|for river purification. ~~ {formed the court 9, the city’s de- _ 4 Ditector of Public Works John H.|' _| bert S! Marks, geting-diréetor of the 15. The motor sets already are near Oregon ave. 
hd willbe ‘torth- fi: .Bédnner Raps Walliout, | are 7‘ name. mi eeetetieanits, |" Neeson and Government officials}! ‘ B Howe cher eae onhigd delivered ae are in storage here. distance of are 
v eats ut. ief Justice Maxey.asked wheth. iceeAy sioned ane i 11S. ve, j er equip- ; : half miles, wi 
Se isc ; ‘| Representati g pa ah yesterday signed an*agreement in F WPBei = : ” 
ed for two other _|ner, of Momgomiecy comnts, um : amore taps > Bt rected in Washington by which Philadelphia; ; T Guhets mantel teen a | chatey points 
forthcoming next ,/20r of the anti-silt bill, assailed} ;|the nege*'ve; that there was eaind loaned Detroit four 40,000,000-galion; -| ference were Orville “H. Bullitt, | th “Delae 3 
Re Petaget serce- See alan Who refused; ;/doubta’  -- -+ ts of the boot. water pumps and four motor gener-|  * ahi director of WPB; City | project pa 
| was informally rati- Se ier aay ice ori 3 loggers _ _ but that ators designed for use in the city’s : SetiM. Van host one hin pea oa ready ‘has bee 
‘ifmen at a’ meeting out,” he said: “They wollliin’t| tj the soe _a8" ‘iookin ; into the water system. Cra of the water improvement program condemnation pro 
ith amuel. and Director even listen to the debate, they ao einst thine ee to acting The equipment is. to be used in and Nathan L, Jacobs, a consulting Highway  imprevemen’ on 
Neeson? 4 were §0 afraid of being Gah | 3 ees ie ae Detroit until Oct. 31, Whapr i, is'to engineer, 32 Henry, Aramingo, Stenten and 
The Federal:-Government will pay | in. thele Seats when the time to, * advised that som 23. ag | be returned to’ Philadelphia, ~~ : ——— Pennsylvania aves., | revision of 
'|the cost Of transporting the: pumps | Vote came,” | iHeg mines w ae —- 3 “Here is an ‘example of municipal | | Roosevelt boulevard from Oxford 
[2 Detrolttiwhere iney ave, badly! | the Isaac Walton League, told of ‘Ithe Schuylkill) se lend-lease where one great Ameri- Circle eastward, with an’ under- 
needed, ‘Theypumps are being made | + Johnf Deck, State president f CNUYIRUL, vet can city helps another in the all-out ‘ —— ee pags at“Hunting Park ave. and an' 
by the DeLaval Corp., of,Trenton, the, Jéague’s support for ‘nel |» War effort,” said Major. General NEL - wi MMENDS tol underpass at the East River Drive 
under a sub-contract.with the Dra- 4 Bytinner bill and promised’ aid. het Philip B. Fleming, Federal Works vb bie ad pS a and Ridge ave. 
vo Corp. Four mofor generating |) _| Sr future. antipollution efforis. | ' Administrator, dn announcing the cr “LEND-LEASE -DEAL Improvements. in sewage  dis- 
‘sets will be shipped from Philadel- | * Officers Re-elected, nt agreement, “Detroit. needed the a AST INGTON, “Aug. 10 posal, drainage and water works.|: 
tekie. coe | All the present officers of th H FWA. provided the’ facilities with The diversion of “Philadelphia’s extension of flood control, expan- |’ 
=] wl association were re-elected, with | WPR cond ae four ~40,000,000: gallon water sion of railroad terminais, hos- 
thie addition of sca co-operation, that made the dy te f wy 4. OY eee asp a 
ue acaitioir of Clarence Ebert, of transfer possible,” ‘pumps to Detroit last May. was pitals and other institutions and|, 
4eading, “andy Mrs, C. C. Zar | . Se Mtermed “the first municipal lend-; developmen_.Jf parks and other|, 
agel, chairman of the Women's tilease deal today by War Produc. lrecreation areas. - 
wens’ ®* 1 ~~ Philadelphia Water D tment Hee ee sor Gente : 
or 3 | . lade p 1a ater epar en i son in a letter to Major General 
oe . . 4| Philip B. Fleming, Federal Works 
. . Administrator. 2 Nie Fi 
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NV SorRet 


ocono Water 


alled Costly, 


Q 
oly AS Clean’ Up" 


Schuylkill, Is Neeson #% 4 
_geply. to Justice Maxe 


TP amirectos of ‘Publie! Works “ohn H. Neeson: 


‘ng the proposal. ic Pap Pocono Mountain cost th Pa new source 


of water supply woi ie be 10 times more costly 
Schuylkill of silt, ‘pro ed the stream were kept clean permanently. 
Chief J: ustice George W. Maxey, during a hearing ee 

on the city’s suit to prevent further pollution of t le Schuylkill, 
described 4s “absurd” municipal engineers’ esti 
sould be cleaned up for between $10,000,000 an $15,000,000. Justice | 


vaxey added that the cost probably would “benearer $50,000,000. sg 
a 


“eeson declared-yesterday that?>-*=------> 
estimated cost of removing 
= it from the river had been. 
Téa... d after many surveys by 
competent €ngineers. 


CAN HAVE GOOD WATER | 


Neeson said if: Philadelphia resi-. 
{dents were to choose between Pocono 
| Mountain water and the present 
water suppey, they would undoubted- 
lyselect the mountain water: 

“But,” he said, “Philadelphia can 
have good water ‘from the Schuylkill | | 
if the stream is cleaned up and no} 
further silt or r debris is. emptied into | 
it. 

“Contrary. to public opinion, Po-. 
cono Mountain water is not virginal 
or ireé from contamination. It would | 

|have to be treated, although not) 
‘| to the extent thatis.cequired for our | 
present supply.” 


‘EVIDENCE OF FAITH’ | 


Commenting on remarks by the 
Court that up-State. communities 
were contributing to the pollution 
‘of the Schuylkill by emptying sew- 
age into the river, Neeson said all 
the towns and Cities joining with 
Philadelphia in fighting pollution 
were taking, steps to prevent further 
contamination of the, water. 

“All of these communities,” he 
said, “have installed some sewage 

| d’sposal equipment and are planning | 
te ‘ge and improve it. The fact 
tse! chive joined with Philadelphia 
in an effort to clean up the river 
appears, to me, to be evidence of 

their good faith in the matter.” 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 
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“A tigaaln Is np’ Solution, 
Supreme Court Justice Os 
Tells City at Silt’ Hearing. 


The city will find it cheaper in the long run to bring its drink- 
ing water from Pocono Mountain streams than to eliminate coal 
silt from its present Schuylkill water supply, Chief Justice George 
W. Maxey of the State Supreme Court declared here yesterday. 


n ridding the 


ite that the river. 


mining companies operating in 
seeks to prevent them fromp 
dumping mine and breaker ref- 
use into the river and its tribu- 
| taries. 

The court yesterday granted 
|City Solicitor Robert McCay 
Green permission to file a peti- 
tion asking ‘amendment of: the 
original bill, so that’ the names 
of 22 companies which have 
come into existence since the bill 
was filed in 1896 may be added 
to the two reniginaay original 
respondents. 


1907 INJUNCTION RECALLED 


In 1907, the high court handed 
| down a decree restraining the prin- 
| cipal coal companies of the valley 
| from: dumping silt into the Schuyl- 
| kill, but the order was held in abey-. 
ancé when attorneys for the com- 
panies informed’ a master in the 
| case that they were taking measures 
to prevent further pollution. 
| ‘The city contends that such meas- 
| ures were not taken, and that the 
companies are still responsible for 
conditions which make the waters 
of the stream virtually unfit for 
| consumption, 

In answer to the city’s suit, also 


, filed yesterday, the Lehigh Coal and 

Navigation Co. denied that mining 
| operations were responsible for pol- 
| lution of the Schuylkill and accused 
| Philadelphia itself of causing the 
| present condition. 


| CITES INDUSTRIAL WASTES 


“Any inferiority of the Philadel- 
phia water supply for drinking and 
| domestic purposes is not in any re- 
| spect attributable to mining opera- 

tions,” Robert V. White, presic 
the cormmpany, charged in its a 
‘but “is primarily due to the | 
charge into the river, both ak 
‘and in Philadelphia, of the 
| of manufacturing plants. 


S| 


the orginial bill of ‘com 
Thomas C, Egan, r p 


amended bill, point eee 1 
was formed in 1939 ar other 
'1943. Arguing against the ay 


‘petition, he said that they should | ¥ 


not be bound by the record of ter 
original proceedings, and that the 


ares not be held responsible for]: 


dumping silt into the river when 
they did not exist. 


M, Y GIVES: VIEWS 

In informal discussion of, the 
| city’s water supply problem during 
\the, hearing, Chief Justice Maxey 
| told Green that an estimate of'$10,- 
| 000, 000 to $15,000,000 as the cost of 
‘dredging the silt now blocking the 
river “sounds absurd to me.” He 
said he had heard previously that 
the cost would be nearer $50,000,000. 


_ Though conced*me Green’s right to 
| file the petition, he added: 

“ll predict-that eventually you’ll 
havc *o go into the Foconos and dam 
thoje? beautiful streams to get your 
wee :. I do not think this situation 
ean be solved by litigation. The solu- 
tion o2iisgerstatesmanship. - 

“In the long ag Yu, I think it. would 
be ipa to ta for the City ‘of Phila- 


He made the statement during argument before the. court on 
the city’ Ss petiti : g file an amended bill of complaint : wainst coal 


the Schuylkill Valley. The city 


Five . Fined 
For’ iolating 


Food Laws 


dIdagistrate N, Edwin Lindell yes- 
terday imposed fines totaling $300 on 
five individuals and firms on charges 
of ‘yiolating the Pennsylvania 
food ‘laws. Six other store owners 
were permitted to sign affidavits 
charging jobbers and packers with 
having sold them foodstuffs below 
the quality standards set by the State 
Department of Agriculture. 

James Calio, an official of the 
Philadelphia Ice Cream Co., S. 9th 


st. néar Ellsworth, paid fines of $25 
each on two charges preferred wy 
Raymond Regan, chief agent for the 
Bureau of Food and Chemistry of 
the Department of Agriculture. 


INSUFFICIENT BUTTERFAT 


Regan testified that analysis of ice 
cream sold by the firm showed it 


| contained 7.6 butterfat. The State 


requirements 1 for 10 percent 
butterfat. G@alio was also fined for 
selling-jce cream containing brine. 


Max Lions, of N, 12th st. near. 


Spring Garden, was fined $50 on a 
charge of having meat in his show 
case which was termcd by Regan 
“unfit for human consumption.” 


ve| TWO ‘FINES IMPOSED ay 


Two fines of $50 each were im- 


n 28 | posed on the Giant Tiger Co., opera- 


tors of a store at 41st and Chestnut 
sts. They were charged with selling 


# Sipe usace with-excessive fat. content. 


Leo Smith, of W. Huntingdon st. 
/26t1 had his fine of $50 paid 
ge Violation by Edward 
n attorney, who said he was 
ting the Rath Packing Co., 
ith said sold him the sau- 


Mrs. Paidline Kimelman, Ridge 
ave, near 27th st., paid a $50 fine 
penipelling frankfurters containing 


| cere 


AFF DAVITS SIGNED 


Affidavits were signed by five store 
owners, alleging that sausage pur- 
chased by agents were furnished by 
packers, who will be arraigned later, 
said Regan. ‘They were: Louis 
Feldman, of W. Lehigh ave. near 


24th st.; Victor Santella, of S. 58th — 


st. near Hadfield; Samuel P. Oszuto, 
of Lindbergh poulevard near 61st 
st.; Samuel Torrans, of N. 12th st. 


near Columbia ave., and Mrs. Reba - 


Rudnick, of Haverford ave. near 
60th st. 
Tae Bessie Skoruplsy, of N. 12tis. 
near Poplar, signed an affidavit 
en she purchased lemon pie, al- 
heged to have coptained coal tar, 
‘from a bakery. She was not fined. 


= 


Ur Every. ere But Nota q | Dror 


INUNDATED BY V 


AAIN: was this por- 
tion ‘of Thirty 


nd St., looking toward Liberty Ave. Water 


why THROUGH THE FLOOD zone ares 


possible 


“in numerous spots and then 
lifted curbstones six inches int'> 


us 


seeped up through the ground | and then covered the 


“several inches deep. see 


roared dow 5 
the air in 


List of the City’s Many ~?— 


Water Surveys 


198 | (A. 5 


Benjamin H. Latrobe, engineer of 
“superior talent and industry,” en- 
| gaged to study the practicability of 
obtaining a water supply within a 
reasonable distance of the city. 

1811 

Further investigation of the Schuyl- 
kill and of Wissahickon and Spring 
Mill Creeks by John Davis and Fred- 
erick Graff. 


1866 


After preliminary surveys of 
sources, H. M. P. Birkinbine, Chief 
Engineer of the. Water Department, 
recommended the Perkiomen. 


1867 


Park Commission reported that the 
Schuylkill could be relied upon for 
many years if properly guarded from 
pollution. : 

1875 


| A commission appointed to investi- 
| gate the water problem made no rec- 
ommendation as to future supply, 
|simply stating that although it was 
, too costly to be considered at that 
| time, only practicable scheme for 
| the future was the Perkiomen Res- 
ervoir and Conduit. 


1882 


f Board of experts recommended in- 
creasing the. capacity of existing 
works. This led to a survey which 
| recommended that no water be taken 
from the Schuylkill or from the Del- 
aware below Trenton because _filtra- 
tion was not. considered practicable. 


1883-86. 


A series of reports by Engineer 
Rudolph Hering, Ret 


Commission of engineers recom- 
mended filtration. Recommendation 
followed by the city, * 


a A 


“ity to Complete’ 
dredging in July 


"The work of dredging the rowing | 
{ course on the Schuylkill will’ be 
‘completed in time to insure holding 
\of scheduled regattas. on. the river 

this summer, Director John H. Nee- 

son, of the Department of Public: 

Works, announced yesterday. 

The Director said the job got un- 
der way May 9 and, barring unfore- ; 
seen delays, would be finished early |: 
in July. He said the course,.ex- 

‘tending a mile upstream from Co- 
lumbia Bridge along the east bank, 
is in such shape it can be used pend- 

| ing completion of the work. 


4 LANES TO BE DREDGED 

The $70,000 appropriated by. City 
{| Council, Director Neeson explained, 
is sufficient to dredge only four of 
the six lanes. Each of the four 
lanes, he said, will be six feet deep 
and 50 feet wide when the work is 
concluded. : : 

“The dredging,. which is being 
done by the Conduit and Foundation 
Corp., of Philadelphia,” said the Di- 
' rector, “is confined to lanes three to 
‘six inclusive. 


=" 


and two, which have been turned 
into mud flats due to dumping of silt 
in the river. eee 
COULD “ALTER POLICY” 

“Now that the State Sanitary Wa- 
‘ler Board has prohibited further 


At the present time |, 
‘we can do nothing about lanes one ] 


Whoa; 1920 


Board of four consulting engineers 
reported on inadequacies and defects. 
No. action. 

1924 

Water Commission thought exist- 
ing sources ‘too badly polluted to be 
treated with single filtration (some 
water is now double filtered); rec- 
ommended abandonment of Schuyl- | 
kill. and use of Tohickon and Perki- | 
omen creeks; leaned toward aban- | 
donment of Delaware if it could. be | 
financed. | 

1933 

Army engineers recommended dam 
at Tock’s Island on the upper Dela- 
ware, 

1937 

Commission appointed to elect a 
new source recommended, after a 
month’s study, the upper Lehigh Val- 
ley and Poconos... Mayor Wilson stat- 
ed the cost would be $74,000,000. A 
revised estimate by a subcommittee 
of the Commission put the figure at 
$173,000,000. 

1939 

Interstate Commission on the Del- 
aware River Basin recommended that 
the city discontinue the Schuylkill. 
Schuylkill River Valley Restoration 
Association advocated cleaning the 
Schuylkill and continuing: its use. 

1940 


Morris Knowles, “Inc., consulting 
engineers, advised that “modern puri- 
fication plants are capable of pro- 
ducing a safe and potable ‘water” 


_|from either the Schuyl#l or Dela- 


ware, and that the supply would be 
adequate for a population of 2,500,- 
000 if waste were eliminated through | 
;metering and otherwise, 
muel proposes a commis- 4 


2: “May. 


1 sion to study “upland sources.” 


+ i ( 5 ‘ : { 
CONTINUED FROM FIRST PAGE] 


By THOMAS P.oNEIL | 


dumping of silt,” continued Director 
Neeson, “‘we will be able to alter our 
Policy of dredging merely to keep 
abreast of the silt and concentrate 
on actually cleaning up the river, 
Meanwhile, as a further aid to 
oarsmen, the city-—-with its own 
Maintenance - men—is digging a 
channel in front. of boathouse row 
‘to permit rowing shell. to enter and 
leave the boathouses. This will be 4 
completed Jate ’ * month. Fa 
ere se weal 


eed 


*- Upland Water History + 


- Waterwo.<s pra¢ tite;-and with an eye | 


- move than likely to cecide that after. 


: ZN Tt) | in is sel 
i. ne * Philadelphia’s 
tleeds. Mi fage disposal, trans- 
portation, highway improvement, ef. 
ficient city” planning—all these re- 
ceive their due emphasis. The Mayor is 
also alive to the critical problems in- 
volved in thecoming change to a peace. 
time economy. § 
There is just one fly in the ointment. | 
The Mayor is going to appoint a Com. | 
mission to study upland sources of 
water supply. This is'a subject vari- 
ous Commissions have Studied off and 
‘on for more than‘50 years, | oa 
There is something perennially al. 
luring about the idea of bringing water | 
‘long distances through aqueducts to 
Philadelphia, It conjures up pictures 


1}, Mayor's: inaugural address at the 
pj | Academy of Music’as he presented 
+ je paper onsite and constructive 
-| (| BoSt-war . improvement program to 
| Provide jobs for returning «service 
men and women. 2 
| WATER Boakp PLANNED 
|, First step in the plan to provide 
the tty with a new source of water 
Supply will be the appointment of a 
Water Commission to survey sites 
and make, recommendations, he as- 
Serted, p 
While this is bei done, the 
Mayor said that during his. A 
istration he would comp. 
Sewage disposal system, : 
underground drainage, in @ move to 
end pollution of the Delaware and 
;| 0,| Schuylkill rivers so that more “pot- 
0} able water” will be furnished the | 
2 


iF The proposal..was outlined in the 


of crystal-clear bubbling springs in vir. 
gin forests—an, 


of fat and profitable 


city’s residents. | 


1500 ATTEND CEREMONY 
Samuol’s oath of office was ad- 


| ministered by Judge Raymond Mac- 


Philadelphia’s. needs it will be well to 
look vers _ But when that time 
comes, if ever, let nobody imagine that 
pure, wholesome water can be de 
livered * by artificial means to our 
reservoirs. We shall then import, at 


—_o 
ey 


Snyder ave, for. 


udge Admini 
After Clerk 


& 


emendous cost, a- “product for 
essing into a s: ‘potable water. 
_#axpayers who stop to think—who 
realize that what they get they pay for 
—will not greet with three loud cheers 
any proposal that looks toward ex- 
nd iture of fifty to a hundred million 
dollars for something we already have, 
The Mayor, to be sure, is not proposing 
a, such expenditure; he promises to 
spend the People’s money where it will 
do the most good. But itis disturbing 
0 feel that some dy is bent on reviv. | 
.28 schemes which havéere 

blown up in the f 
ponents when spotlig 
public opinion. 


wi happy 
wonderful adminis 


3 gestures ¢ 
to pauses 


. At 
end, he receive: Nes 


A r 
ed a cordial ovation. | 


‘THE Commission promised by Mayor 
Samuel to study upland sources. 
Pply. will be able to keep. 


the Governor 


of water suj | Exeeutive’ 
busy for » a while simply reading ee enh 
the repo other commissions and fairs William 


these, with brief) 
onclusions, ap- 


j say q 
ace of honor at) 


pears elsewhere on » his page. iS the Mayor’s| 
A great deal of ¥ at is ‘said in the iladelphia a el. She! 
reports of earlier timeésthas no present p_ of Almighty God} 5 


/we shall not fail.” A 
Water Dominates Speech GB 
It soon became apparent that 
; water - was 
Mayor’s mind~ 


applicability except that it gives valu. | 

_ able perspective. The Commissioners | 
would learn the extent to which pres- 
ent notions of what should be done 
are mere survivals of past notions 
which have lost their validity througt: 
advances in water purification tech. 
niques. i” . 

Thus, early proposals for abandon- 
ing the Schuylkill and lower élaware 
Were predicated on the supposed im- 
practicability of filtration, a 

It the ‘new! Gonimission ‘ékainines 
the situation_in the light »f modern 


the property of 
Produces one bloo 
City, Hall light 


only as 
ministration 
of our citize 
and to our 


on the taxpayer's’ pocketboks, it’ is | 
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Mayor Promisesito End River Pollution by Improving 
Sewuge Disposal; Will Name Commission to 
_ Stufly Uplands 

Ge 


Jpland Sources; 1000 Attend: Ceremony 
By THOMAS P. O'NEIL * oo 


ugura! 
eee 


ee ad 


ky 


To the 


ing ‘off soméwhat unhappily into “All We Do Is Sign the; 


of “Hail, Hail, the Gang’s All Here,” trail- 


Payroll, "“Bethard Samuel yesterday stepped into offipe.2s| 


“More agequatemtranspo 
must be provided for the gre 
northeastern section, ae ay 
between Oxford Cirelen Penny- 
pack Circle,” he said. “There aj 
great area awaits development 
and will provide housing facilities 
for many thousands of families 
jand substantially increase the tax 
revenue of the city,” 4 
Refers to Bullitt =~ | 

The first political touch—exclu- 
\sive of the band’s pardonable 
“Hail, Hail, the Gang’s All Here” 
serenade—was given to the in- 


y 6n ieutenant Gov- 
‘ernor John C. Bell, Jr., who repre- 
sented ‘the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. vo aaa es 

. Obviously referring to William 
C. Bullitt, Democratic eandidate 


Mayor of Philadelphia. 


‘Pledges PuresM 

As he droppéd his title of Act-|} 
ing eee amuel immediately|$ 
pledged a pure water program. |: 
Without’. reservation, he com-|! 
mitted himself, his administra-|' 
tion, City Council and the new], 
City Planning Commission to: 

1. Purification of the. city’s. 
present sources of, .drinking 
water—-the Delaware and 
Schuylkill rivers—by the elimi- 
nation of pollution _ through 
completion of sewage disposal 
facilities and @xtension of the 


we ea 


underground dfainage system. ' 
i ofa fee ne feasi- |c 
ility of tapping upland sources |* 
for the citys. ater supply, the |! 
question. to be» ed py aly 
commission: to. pointed by 
the Mayo “its report to in- |: 
clude the, basis ofa plan for 
financing ‘the; ject. 3 L | 
Was Promised Before | 


In makin water. the principal 
topic of Hie] augural address, | 
heard by a-rainy day crowd of: 
about +1000 imp the» Academy of: 


yeead. oti rial, “The New | 
ayor Faces; a Great Oppor- |: 
tunity.” - ee : ( 


wig? 


Music, Samuel set no precedent, 
but rather repeatedithe promises 
of a long line of predecessors. - 
But the pledge to appoint a 
commission to look into upstate 
sources of supply, while not new, 
represented a concession. . 


Defended Present System 
In the campaign that preceded 


a 


Tee 


his decisive victory :at the em- 
ber 2 election, the P -re- 
peatedly and emphatically de- 


ifended the present water system 
[=the principal | target of the 
‘Democrats. < ae 
While Samuel. made it clear 
that the cleaning up of the Dela- 
ware and Schuylkill is to be’ first 
in his program, he left no doubt 
that he is willing to yield to 
public opinion if it insists on 
something better than hy auido 


o fe 


Socktails” of river Water. 326 
~ “Because of the apparent desire 
on the part of: our citizens for a 

jnew water, supply and the. con- 

t/troversies that have been going) 
on for years over this question,”| 
he said, “I will.appoint a commis.) 
sion to make a complete and) 
thorough. survey. of sites and) 
recommendations.” 


Past Reports Available 


wo oP 


ireport’ of past surveys will be): 
;javailable to his commission, the 
Mayor continued: 3 


’ 


jhold. resc 


astothe. ality of our wate 


After pointing out that many, 


", Se—first,| 
sour “the city’s, 
resent water supp’ y, enabling, 
us to deliver a more potable water, 
| for all purposes; ahd second, elim- 
inate obnoxious odors and the 
(unsightly Sppearenre Si bor- 
dering rivers, preserving . in 
healthy condition tne creeks and 
streams that are to be retaine 
as assets of the futurecity, 
Puts River, Clean-up, First 
“Many of our people in the past! 
have been concerned mainly with 
the type of water and its origin, 
having little . ee Vith .what 


t the.soure 


b 


that 
our 


the financing to exec 
Promises Sewage Ordinances” 
The Mayor annount : 


|sewage dispos lans will soon 
|be sent to Council. Ae 


| What some accepted as a hint! 


to City Council an ordinal 
viding a method of financing the 
construction of these facilities.” 
Will Build New Plants 

. The Mayor disc! 


have a combined average daily 
eapacity of 700,000,000 gallons. 
(The Northeast plant now has a 
daily capacity of 60,000,000 gal- 
lons.) 


Se ae aor 
“The requirement for this pur- 
\pose is seer ately $38,000,000, 
‘and $4, 00 additional will be 


Seated 


required toimprove and: extend 
the colled lities,”_ Samuel 
'Cost Year 

He pla cost of running 
the comp tem and servic 


debts at ,000,000 a year. 
Significantly, he observed that 


“to the present time, no charge 
has been made for the use of the 


Sewers, the ice being rendered |, 
‘by the city itt of its general ' 
operation” 


Planning - 
carrying ou 
and other pla 


sion, was an att JIStene 
| The Mayor hel ” 
better transit facilities for t 
particularly. 


lying sections, 
4northeast. * 


for Mayor, the Lieutenant | 
rnor sid: =e M4 


nances Coe his sewage and 


| 


e pro,)) 


City Warned 

Jan 4 
OF Shortage 
In Water 


$250,000 Asked 
To Clean Basin 


Warning that Philadelphia 
| faces a water famine this sum- 
‘mer unless the sedimentation 


basin at the Torresdale pumping 
station is cleane¢, Director of 
Public Works John H. Neeson | 
| yesterday urged members of City 
Council’s Finance Committee to 
make an immediate appropria- 
tion of at least $250,000 to do the 
work. 

The basin, which has. not been 
cleaned in 30 years, is so clogged, 
declared Mr, Neeson, that the pump- 
ing capacity of the station has been 
reduced by 60 to 70 percent. 


WAR PLANTS AFFECTED 

Martin J. McLaughlin, chief of the 
Water Bureau, told the committee 
that further curtailment of the 
water supply would seriously affect 
war plants in the highly industrial- 
| ized area served by the station. It 
} has a daily capacity of 240,000,000 
gallons and serves the section along 
the Delaware River, as well as Fox 
Chase and Somerton. 

Chief McLaughlin explained that | 


} the situation was further complicat- | 


ed by lack of manpower to clean the 
filter beds at the pumping station 
and approved. a recommendation by 


_|Councilman George D. Mansfield 


_|that convict labor’ be used to do the 
work. He said at least. 70 workers 
were needed, and only 30 regular 
‘employes were available at present. 
Director Neeson said he had an-| 
ticipated such a proposal and re- 
vealed that.‘plans were being pre- 
pared to employ 40 inmates from 
Holmesburg County. Prison on the 
filter beds. 


NO IDLE FUNDS AVAILABLE 


L. Wallace Egan, chairman of the 
committee, explained that while the 
city had no idle funds for the basin 
cleaning job it might be possible to 
obtain the money through depart- | 
mental transfers. Councilmen Clar- , 
ence K. Crossan and Mansfield, | 
\however, proposed that an .emer- 
gency loan be floated. 

Council, at its weekly session, ap- 
proved the Mayor’s appointment of 
Dr. John L. Haney, former presi- 
dent of Central High School, to th’ 
board of trustees of the Free Libra’ 
of Philadelphia, and the reappoir 
ment of Joseph Carson, preside: 
the Fairmount Park Comm’ 
and. Giuseppe Donato, sculp’ 
the Art. Jury. 
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Bernard Samuel is shown taking the oath 


| 
| Judge Raymond MacNeille yesterday at inauguration ceremonies at the Academy of Music. 
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CITY IS FACING. 
‘WATER CRISIS, 
NEESON WARNS 


3-24-44 
He Reveals Plan to Clean 
Torresdale Filter Beds 


With Convict Labor 


Philadelphia. faces a possible 
“water crisis” this summer, 
Public Works Director John H.} 
Neeson warned yesterday in an-| 
nouncing a plan to clean the Tor-| 
resdale filter beds with convict. 
labor at a cost of $250,000. | 

The beds have not been cleaned 
in 30 years, Neeson told the City 
Council Finance Committee, and 
“sedimentation is so bad. that 
capacity has dropped 60 or 70 
percent.” Decreased supply and 
increased demand from war _ in-| 
dustries make a water shortage 
certain unless action is taken 
now, Neeson said, 

Mayor Samuel and Superin- 
tendent of County Prisons Fred- 
erick S. Baldi have approved the) 
use of convict labor, the Council- 
men were told. The regular 
maintenance force of 80 men at 
the filter beds is now down to 30, 
Neeson said, because many have 
left the city employ to enter war 
industry. The city used convict 
labor at the Torresdale pumping 
station to safeguard the water 
supply during the recent strike of 
municipal employes. 

On Neeson’s recommendation 
jthe committee approved transfer 
of an unused $100,000 WPA ap- 
propriation to a special fund to be 
used for a survey of leakage. inj' 
city water mains. eS Fy j 

he = a 


Pledged City by Samuel at Inaugural’ 


of office as Mayor of Philadelphia from President 


. pg LNQUIRER 6/5/46 
Professor Offers: 
New Water Plan 


William S. Pardoe, professor of 
| hydraulic engineering at the Uni- 
‘versity of Pennsylvania and chair-| 
|man of the Committee of 70’s water 
;committee, last night advanced a 
‘new proposal for Philadelphia’s fu- 
ture water source which he estimat- 
ed would cost léss than @ third“of 
the Wallpack Bend plan. ‘vw favor- 
ed by City Council. “4 i 

Mr. ‘Pardoe outlinéd~ais proposal 
at the fourth in a series of meetings, 
and the first’ held at night, of the 
Council’s Public Works Committee: 


COST PUT AT $110,423,000 4 
He asserted that his “Trenton< 
Warrington” plan would tail a 
capital cost of $110,423,000, as com- 
pared to approximately $347,000.00 
‘for the Wallpack Bend plea. it 
would involve, he said, using Dela- 
| ware River water below the Tren 
' Falls, rather than above them, 


(percent @f $7,300,000 above ithe cur-' 
Bon income. Bar : 
| 1000 DISPLACED PERSONS’ ~ 
t Joseph Barness, speaking for 100 
| Warrington township residents, pro-' 
| tested against any water project 
| which would make displaced persons’ 
;of more than 1000 citizens of hi 
‘community. ‘ : 
Discussing the ‘Wallpack Bend} 
project, now favored by City Council, 
James H. Allen, executive nietate 


and chief engineer of the Interstate 
Commission on the Delaware River 
Basin, said that the’ State of New 
Jersey was “Teady and willing to. 
share the cost and operating expense, 
of Wallpack,” and that a Pennsylva-| 
nia-New Jersey -water contratt’to” 
be approved -by both State Les? 
tures at their next sessiqas, 
; ath ‘ 


Newt 
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Mayor Samuel’s Constructive 


Office yesterday as Mayor of Philadelphia for 
a full terra he accepted one of the heaviest 
responsibilities ever placed upon a new ex- 
‘ecutive, 
The job of Mayor the next four years will 
be no picriic. A period of wartime strain will 
be followed by that of post-war readj ustment, 
with its employment problem for those re- 
turning from military service and those now 
engaged in war industry. Clamoring for at- 
tention, t00, will be multitudes of public im- 
_ provements long needed by this city and long 
' withheld. 
~ It is good to know. that Mayor Samuel is 
not only conscious of the magnitude of the 
job aheeid but is prepared to attack it in a 
practical way. He has a blue-print for action 
already laid out. He presented it in his inau- 
_ ural message and it shapes up as a sensible, 
constrictive plan. 3 
_ Tw agencies will handle the details, the 


_ already-at-work City Planning Commission : 


and a separate Commission soon to be ap- 
- pointed for the specific task of studyingnew 
- water sources for Philadelphia. 

Water supply, denominated by Mayor Sam- 
uel as the Number One Project, is to be 

brought at last out of the cedar-chest after 
years of procrastination. The incoming ad- 
ministration. is going to work 'on it. 

The sewage-disposal project is also to be 
whipped into final shape, ready for action the 
minute manpower and equipment are freed 
for the work. 

These two improvements rightly top the 
list, but Mr. Samuel’s schedule is not confined 
to them by any means. He looks ahead to a 
great system of highway betterments, to the 
completion and extension of high-speed 

‘transit lives, to the removal of the “Chinese 

Wall” anid to the addition of new parks, play- 
grounds and institutional buildings. 
- It-is noteworthy that all these projects 
‘were urged by Inquirer readers in the recent 
symposium. That survey revealed the pub- 
lic’s intense interest in needed .mprovements. 
Mr. Samuel’s inaugural message shows the 
importance he plares upon getting those im- 
provements under wdy. 

The Mayor is in an exceptionally fortunate 
position. He has his own wide experience in 
municipal matters to rely upon. He has the 
co-operation of a large Councilmanic major- 
ity elected on the same ticket with him. He 
has the good-will of Philadelphia citizens, who 

“kept him at the Mayor’s desk by a large vote 
plurality and who wish him every success. 

He told the people yesterday, as he brought 
his address to a close, that he holds that 
“Government is a trust . . . created for the 
benefit of the people.” That is a soiid foun- 
dation for any public administration. Stand- 

Nue firmly on that, he can’t go wrong. ( 
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When Bernard Samuel. took the oath of. 


‘dropped from a 


Bre tops Sujply” - 
0: ‘Water Downsovvn|. 
(Continued From Page*  ;) 


finally expanded.” into a 1% @ring| 
stream which, city officials Said, | 
lifted curbstones “four ‘inches into! 
the air. ee sii : 
Ohildren had a picnic in the wa'ter } 
and one resourceful Negro boy, aout: Pe 
12,.set up a plank bridge on S tones) 
actoss sflooded Strawberry 2 oy |) 
charging ‘‘clistomers” three t \nis! 

to cross... Bae aay: 
‘Many downtown restayvants feat-. 
ed they’ would have to .¢jose before|! 
the noon Bunce ‘hour because water! 1 
pressure: wais SO dow.it.Was difficult|; 
to wash dishes: and make coffee. - 
Most of ‘them, however, rent - 
open, although ‘in ‘some. Casé/S pa = 
trons wete-served one glass of d¥ihk-| 
ing water. it 
supply Is Diverted E 


What water there was in the Law- ; 


renceville and Ddéwntown districts 
was coming in principa » thrigh!a 
'& main over the Point B..dge>ind|! 
another under the Allegheny. River 1 
at. Ewenty-seventh St. : 
Water was diverted into these i 
mains by. the City after the break j; 
was Spotted.” 3 : 
| Also unaffected was the main over}, 
|the Tenth St. Bridge which feeds t 
|water primarily to ‘the outer Fifth |; 
Ave. area. } 
' Many ‘housewives were forced to}, 
forgo cooking. Hundreds of homes 
and. business establishments were 
unable*to use lavatory facilities, but 
the City Health Department said it 
‘did\ not fear “any health hazard, 
‘would arisé: ] 


Fire’ Engines Checked 


Meanwhile, the Firé’ Department | 
‘prepared: for any + tuality by}, 


ave 


jehecking booster tan! Mucks to}} 
be sure they were fi <5 ca vacity. 
Fire Chief Willian. 7. Davis ex-!‘ 


plained that trucks “e: \rry 100-gillon 
booster tanks and th,Jt, in evmt of 
fire, alarms will be sc ‘nded ‘or ad- 
ditional trucks ii the. nswering 
the initial call should ». close toli 
exhausting their supplies. oe 

Chief, Davis explained that aj] 
shuttle .service'of fire trucks could|" 
be instituted if necessary, whereby]; 
one group.of trucks would fight the!y 
fire while another replenished its], 
booster tanks by drawing water di- 
\rectly from ‘the rivers. 
i Break Not Found 

The ‘water main is 96>. atout 
four feet underground but workers l 
were having difficult;in findine |; 
exactly where the be af had. o 
curred. Pénding thay th? city re-| 
fused to specify a Dg¢.cinje cause for}. 
the bréak, . Me ee 

Managing Enging,, J. H, <ennon} 
of the Bureau of watery Aid the 
water A ew gli fe the ci(/S gau we 
at Thirtieth St. fand~Tigtty acts 


to 30 pounds within Adurs, 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 


2004.019.011A 
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REALTORS OPPOSE 
RENT TO FINANCE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


Offset Levy by Cutting | 
Real Estate Tax | 


By EDWARD STONE | 
| Sewage disposal 1s all well and! 
good—but let the other fellow| 


expressed at.a public hearing be- 
fore City Council’s Finance Com- 
mittee in City Hall yesterday. 
Before the committee was the 
proposed sewer rent, amounting 
in most cases to 90 percent/ of 
water rents, advocated by the city 
Administration to provide carry- 
ing charges on the city’s $42,. 
000,000 sewage disposal program. 


Samuel Springs Surprise 

At the outset, Mayor Bernard 
Samuel sprang a surprise by dis- 
closing in a message that—con- 
trary to prior expectation—the 
Administration does not neces- 
sarily plan to offset the new rent, 
scheduled to begin in part in 
1945, by a real estate tax cut. 

Citing the steady fall in munici- 
|pal revenues, the Mayor wrote: ; 
“There is. a grave question 
| whether we should deplete. other 
sources of revenue to offset the 
cost of an» undertaking which 
should finanee itself. This should 
be determined, however, when the 
1945 budget is in course of prep- 
aration.” 


Favors Higher Wage Tax 


Most violent objector was 
Charles J. Mitchell, speaking for 
the. Philadelphia Real state 
Board. 

‘We're for the plan—but we 
think this bill is not equitable,” 
Mitchell said. “I don’t care what 
you call this rent—it’s a tax on 
real estate. It will amount even- 
tually to $6,000,000 a year. That 
is 15 percent of the present tax’ 
burden. : 

“As you increase taxes, you 
force down the values of taxable 
real estate. We must halt declin- 
ing real estate values. The fair- 
est tax we have is the wage tax. 
Raise that another 1 percent, 
and you'll raise the whole $42,- 
000,000 in two years. Or else im- 
pose a sales tax or a personal 
property tax.” 

“Tn other words, you want any- 
body but the real estate owner to 
pay,” drily commented Finance 
Chairman L. Wallace Egan, pre- 
siding at the hearing. 

“Not from his selfish aspect, 
but from your own,” Mitchell re- 
plied. 


Wholesale Rates Urged 


} 


gestion. Assailing the city’s plan, 
he said it would add $44,000 a! 


year to the gas company’s operat-|! 
ing costs. That cost eventually|! 
would have to be passed on to}; 
gas consumers, he said. j 

Council’s Jone’ Democrat, Eu-|; 
gene J. Hagerty, whose sewer|| 
rent ordinance of last May died 
in committee, interjected a. plea}: 
for prompt action. ! 
| “We're moving as rapidly as/; 
possible,” replied Egan. He an.|} 
nounced another hearing for|| 
March 9. 35 : 
Saw Se on ame 
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BASIN DREDGED 


~ BY NEW METHOD 


Remains in Operation 
While 27 Years’ Mud 
Is Sucked Out 


‘mud were’ removed from the sedi- 


was revealed yesterday. 


John H. Neeson, Director 
.|Laughlin, chief of the Water Bu- 
WXeeth 
Usually Take Out of Use 

In such operations, a sedimen- 
jtation basin usually is taken out 


cements 


recognized this would be impos- 
‘sible at Torresdale, which sup- 


‘!phia’s drinking water. 


‘jof an electric suction dredge 
\while keeping the basin in oper- 
ation, 


and mud and then drew the mix- 
‘ture into a large pipe, through 
‘which it was pumped to a dump- 
ling ground. 


‘eap Made-in Dike 
iyaredge into the bed, which is 
“separated from ithe 
(|River by a dike. A gap was made 
{in the dike and the dredge floated 

in, after which the gap was seal- 
ed. An electric dredge was de- 
cided: upon to prevent contamina- 
tion of the water by oil used in 
other type dredges. 


was submitted by the Eastern 


, [Pegineering Company, of Atlan- 
. tle City, 


| The mud and silt removed rep- 
j¥estated an accumulation: o: 27 


yeals, according to a spokesman|( 


dts foe 


for that company. ‘ 


For the Citizens’ Sewer Rent] | 


Committee, comprising industries 
using large quantities of water, 
Attorney J. Warren Brock. de- 
manded that the new rent be held 
'to a minimum, and be graded so 
‘large users would pay lower 
rates than small consumers. 
Calling also for a “wholesale 
rate” for large users was George 


W. Elliott, executive secretary of| | 


the Chamber of Commerce and 


Board of Trade of Philadelphia. 


Elliott spoke also for the Phila-| | 
delphia Development Committee 


and other business groups. 

Judson F. Vogdes, Jr., director 
of the Pennsylvania Economy 
League’s Philadelphia Committee, 
oroposed use of present water 
rents to carry part of the sewage 
Jisposal debt, and limiting new 
charges to the proposed new debt. 
He suggested also setting up a 
Water Commission to fix water 
‘and sewage treatment rates, 


‘Assails City’s Plan = : 


‘mentation basin of the Torres- 
jdale pumping station while the! 
basin remained. in operation, it 
The plan was worked out by, 
oO 
Public Works, and Martin J. Mc- 


of use, Neeson and McLaughlin}: 


‘plies a great part of Philadel-|' 


So they devised the idea of; 
}icleaning out the mud by means/: 


The dredge stirred .up the silt} 


‘The problem was to get the, 


Delaware | 


The winning bid for the job) 


I 


; Some 420,000 cubic yards of: 


} 


| 
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ts High on List 


Additional details of the City 
Planning Commission’s six-year 
city-betterment program, which 
calls for the expenditure of 
$385,000,000 for “the progressive 
development of a greater Phila- 
delphia,” were announced yes- 
terday. 5 

The program, submitted to Mayor 
Bernard’ Samuel by Edward Hop- 
kinson, Jr., commission chairman, | 
will be presented to City Council on 
Wednesday. It contains a total of| 
1108 projects, many of. which follow | 
closely recommendations received | 
from citizens in a survey conducted 


604 PROJECTS SELECTED 


Mayor Samuel will not seek ap- 
proval of all the projects, in line with 
| Mr. Hopkinson’s statement that the 

commission has selected 604 of the 
total for ‘‘definite recommendation” 
at this time. These entail an ex- 
penditure of $205,600,000. 

In releasing details of seven “‘proj- 
ects of outstanding importance,” 
the commission said that ‘‘the most 
important and urgent problem con- 

| fronting the city is the collection 
and treatment of its sewage.” 


| SOME WORK DONE 


| While some work has been done, | 
“remaining work includes construc- 
tion of some 57 miles of intercept- 
} ing and other sewers, extension and 
rehabilitation of the existing North- 
east (sewage-treatment) plant, and 
construction of the: Southwest and 
Southeast plants,” the report said. 

Plans for the 23 projects within 
the sewage-treatment program are 
about 65 percent complete, it said, 
adding that “within two months 
after the end of the war, if men, ma- 
terials and funds are available, con- 
tracts for not less than $13,000,000 
... could be let almost immediately.” 
Overall costs of this program were 
eStimated at $39,600,000. 


WATER 2D ON LIST 
A second important phase of the 


general program involves water-' 
works rehabilitation and extension, | 


“another of the city’s most urgent 
and most generally recognized 
needs.” 

Highway improvements proposed 
for the immediate post-war period 
involve about 55 miles of roads in a 
joint city-State program costing 
' $39,550,000, of which the city’s share 
is approximately $4,000,000. 

. Two of the-“most-urgently need- 
ed” highway projects, the report 
states, are adequate approaches to 
the Delaware River Bridge and con- 
struction of an industrial highway 
entering the city via Essington and 
Penrose aves., and extending as a 
skyway along the Delaware as far 
as the Northeast section of the city. 


| MARKET ST. SUBWAY 


“Most important” of the commis- 
|sion’s high-speed transportation 
| proposals, the report says, is com- 
| pletion of the Market st. subway 
‘extension from west of 20th st. to 
near 42d st., at an estimated cost of 
$24,490,000. This, it adds, is ‘‘essen- 
tial to-the full utilization of the 
30th St. Station.” 

In another “project of outstand- 
ing importance” the commission 
alludes to the proposed joint Fed- 
eral-city spending of $8,275,000 for 
new buildings, hangars, runways 
‘and other facilities at the closed 
Municipal Airport, but says decision 
must be reserved pending “further 
studies.” 

The Northeast Airport, the report 
asserts, is expected to be completed 
by the end of 1944, with the ex- 
penditure of about $2,943,000 by the 
city and the Federal Government. 
However, it adds, “additional ex- 
penditure of an estimated $2,475,000 
will be required to make it a Class 
A-1 commercial airport.” “8 
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Philadelphia Water Department 


ieee ee ae 
‘"~ On the City’s Side “@ 


| public roll call on an important is- 
‘ tiff and the city as sole défendant 


. the legal issues,’ but while there may | 


of the case, there is value in a line- 


City Puts Sewers First Ma 
In Vast Works Program To Offset Sewer Rent 


_ t} Wants Other 


——— 


i Se ee 


something of the appearance of a 
sue. A contest between a single plain. |: 
would be sufficient to thresh out ali 


not be a great deal that the numerous | 
intervenors can add to the legal side 


up of forces that shows how the com- 
munity feels, 

Of special interest are the 30 in. | 
tervenors on the city’s side, defend- 
ing the sewer: rent plan before the 


: Court. 


Members of these intervening or- 
ganizations will help in one way or 
another to pay the sewage disposal 
costs, no matter what plan is used to 


' distribute them.. They realize this, 


‘but realize also the urgent need to 
' have some plan on the books for fi- 


f 
t 


. Mancing sewage disposal when _ it 


again becomes possible to proceed 


-ewith actual construction. ° ! 


. der review with easier consciences | 
- than two previous plans vetoed by t ie 
+ Courts. It, too, may be found want: 


5 
s 


i 


They can defend the plan now un- 


ing, but it goes-far in the direction 
the city has been told it must go, © 


plating the exp 
elared last nigh 


The program was cited to refute a 
report. by the agency to a special 
House. Committee 


Planning which c 
adelphia lagged 
large cities of the 


‘uling post-war public works projects. 
CALLED RIDICULOUS 


A statement in 


that Philadelphia. had completed 


two plans calling 


ture of $14,656 was called ‘‘positively 


ridiculous” by D 


. Works John H. Neeson. 
“Karly in August we sent to the 
Federal Works Agency a summary 


of projects in the 
others well beyon 


which contemplate an expenditure 


of ose to $300, 
Neeson stated. 


post-war projects, 


Post-Wa 


Philadelphia has forwarded 10. the Federal Works Adminis- 
“aration in Washington a summary of post-war ‘projects contem- 


PROJECTS LISTED 
In . summarizing 


Mr. Neeson included plans for $18,- 
000,000 for water works improve- 


age E SIRS K = =o Faye 3 
_ Wise Planning for City Nee 


A forward-looking, large-scale improve- 


ment program for Philadelphia post-war un-. 


Commission in its first annual report. 

Such a program will be of great help in the 
period immediately following cessation of the 
war. It will not only supplement the efforts 


| of private industry to provide employment, 


but will make available numerous public im- 
provements which have been denied us be- 
‘cause of financial and other factors. 

It is the Planning Commission’s belief that 
a detailed program should be ready and wait- 
ing for us whenever labor and materials are 
ready. That is sensible planning and it will 
avert hasty, hit-or-miss attempts to whip a 
program into shape at the last minute. 

At the head of the list of recommended 
projects the Commission places, of course, 
those Number One essentials, sewage dis- 
posal and water supply improvements. Pre- 
liminary action on the first of these is cur- 
rently being taken by Council in drafting a 
sewer-rent formula. It is none too soon, sure- 
ly, to get moving on the water project. 

There are other desirable items on the 
Commission’s schedule: improved rubbish 
collection and street cleaning services, a mod- 
ernized highway system, completion of high- 
speed transit lines, reclamation of blighted 
areas, provision for airport facilities and 
more recreational opportunities. 

These are useful public improvements. The 
Commission is performing a service in cen- 
tering official attention upon them. Its fur- 
ther development of its planning activities 
will be watched with interest. 39 


lion 


enditure. of nearly $300,000,000, city officials de- 
Le 3 


provements and extension of the ap- 
‘proaches to the Delaware River 
Bridge. . f 

“We have been constantly at work 
on a joint city and State highway 
program within the city calling for 
jan expenditure of between $7,000,- 
000 and $8,000,000,” continued Di- 
rector Neeson. 


OTHER PLANS CONTEMPLATED 


“Plans relating to the approaches 
to the Delaware River Bridge will 
involve $8,000,000, of which about 
one-half is for the acquisition of 
property. Besides these, there are 
many other plans of the “design” 
type which are in various stages of 
completion.”’ 

_ According to the FWA’ report, 
Philadelphia has no plans in the “‘de- 
sign” stage, while New York City 
has 137; Chicago, 126; Detroit, 118, 
and Los Angeles, 134. The report 
admitted, however, that Philadel- 


on Post-War 
laimed that Phil- 
far behind other} 
country in sched- 


the FWA report 
for ‘the expendi- 


irector of Public 


‘design’ stage and 
d the ‘idea’ stage 


000,000,” Diréctor 


contemplated 


Ks eri 1M, BAY 


for. Philadelphia, 
" . liminary stage, to cost. 8 total of 


$253,468. 


ia has 314 projects in the pre-|. 
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Mayor Opposes Tax 


iP. of Retold 211-44 
Heat Plus 


City officials are sounding their regular 
summer dirge. 


- Additional demands due to the heat wave 
threaten a breakdown in our wheezing, dirt- 
clogged, patched-up water system. 

It’s an old plaintive song. And way off key. 

The heat wave; indeed! 

It's been hot in New York city, too. But 
there’s no shortage of water there to supply 
homes and war industries. What’s more, it’s 
cool, gushing;, mountain-pure water—some- 
thing Philadelphians know only by hearsay. 

New York planned its water supply to 
meet all needs for generations ahead. It 
drilled the Delaware Aqueduct, an engineer- 
ing marvel 85 miles long, to tap the head- 
waters of the Delaware River. 

It went after new sources, will spend $325,- 
000,000 to complete its program. 

On the one hand is New York city with 
an abundance of pure water. 

On the other is Philadelphia with a critical 
shortage of what, at best, is a third-rate brew. 

Why. the shocking contrast? 

New York planned progressively, went to 
work efficiently to make that plan a reality. 

Philadelphia, shackled by the City Hall 
machine, stewed in do-nothingness. It isn’t 
necessary to look further than the Torresdale 
Filtration Plant for the tipoff. 

The sedimentation basin at Torresdale 


years ago. And as a result the capacity of 
the plant, which supplies all of South Phila- 
delphia and the entire aréa between Broad 
ist. and the Delaware, ‘has béen cut in half. 

That’s one answer. And there’s another 
answer in pollution of the Schuylkill, which 
the GOP State Administrations over the 
years did nothing.to halt. There are the fre- 
quent water main breaks. And there was 
‘the delay of the city administration in get- 
ting the projected $18,000,000 water re- 
habilitation program into operation. The 
war came along and then it was too late. 

City officials now ask the public to use 
water sparingly. We must do it. There is no 
other choice. The continued supply to homes 
and key war industries hinges on it. # 

But let’s not make the old mistakes again, 

We must plan for a completely adequate 
pure water system as a postwar project. 

The city must seek new water sources, to 
supplant the Schuylkill and Delaware. Re- 
gardless of purification programs, they could 
not be depended on for pure water for gen- 
erations to come. 

We need to strike out with vision. New 
York has set an example we should follow. 

Here is a job—a pressing job—for our 
City Planning Commission. It should have a 
plan blueprinted, ready when peace comes. 

It’s a postwar project second to none., 7 °/ 


‘City Neglect se: 


‘hasn’t been cleaned since it was built 28) 
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Levies to Stay 


a rogr Cause of Water Shortage 
Pay tor it. oe i Philadelphia Inquirer in HE city’s sewer rent suit takes on dertaking is presented by the City Planning 1g Mayor Samuel yesterday an- 
Such was the view objectors 


rs ke his opposition at this 
time to any reduction in the real 
estate tax or water rent to offset 
the proposed new sewer tax. 

In a communication to City 
Council’s Finance Committee, 
‘meeting for the second time in a 
public discussion of the proposed 
sewer rent ordinance, the Mayor 


said. 

“There is a grave question wheth- 
er we should deplete other sources 
of revenue ‘to offset the cost of an 
undertaking which would finance it- 
self, . 

“This should be determined when 
the 1945 budget is in the course of 
preparation. At that time facts and 
figures will be available throwing 
light on the over-all picture of next 
year’s requirements and estimated 
revenue from all available sources.” 


$3,600,000 IN 1945 


The Mayor estimated that the new 
Sewer levy, to finance a $42,000,000 
improvement program, will yield $3,< 
600,000 next year and $6,000,000 in 
1949 when the program is in full 
operation. The ordinance provides 
for the imposition of a sewer levy of 
54 percent in 1945, and going up to 90 
percent in 1949, the charge based on 
consumption of water. j : 

Hudson W. Reed, president of the 
Philadelphia Gas Work Co., a city- 
owned company, said the levy would 
impose an additional burden of $44,- 
000 annually on the company, which 
will have to be passed on to house= 
hold users of gas. He said he ap- 
proved the levy in principal. 
OFFERS NEW PLAN 


Judson F. Vogdes, Jr., director of 
the Philadelphia Committee of the 
Pennsylvania Economy League, of< 


! fered an alternate method of obtain- 
‘| ing the necessary borrowing capac-. 


ity to finance the construction of 
Sewage treatment plants and sug- 


‘| gested the appointment of a Water 


Commission with rate-fixing powe- 
ers similar to those of the Gas Com-~ 


‘| mission. 


Mr, Vogdes recommended that the’ 
$11,000,000 of authorized, but unis- 
sued, bonds for water improvements 
be eliminated from debt service cal- 
culations and the money te used for 
Sewage treatment. He contended 
his plan, which calls for a sewage 
treatment charge, would cost the 
taxpayers about one-half as much 
as the ordinance before the com- 
mittee. , 

OPPOSED BY SCHWARTZ 


This view was opposed by Herman 
N. Schwartz, assistant city solicitor, 
who declared: : 

“You simply can’t mix water and 
Sewage treatment under the State 
Supreme Court decision excluding 
the city’s investment in the water 
system from the general debt.” 

Charles J. Mitchell, chairman of - 
the Philadelphia Real Estate Board’s 
Committee on City and,County Atf- 
fairs, suggested that the ‘imposition 
of an additional one percent wage 
tax or general sales tax would pro- 


.| Vide enough money to finance the 


Sewer program. He said the sewer 
rent was a real estate tax increase . 
in disguise and would impose a 15 
percent tax increase on the people. 
The Citizens Sewer Rent Commit- 


| tee, composed largely of representa-= 

‘| tives of the laundry, dyeing and 

‘| textile trades, presented a report 
urging a bus 


ments; 75 percent of $42,000,000 for 
Sewage treatment; between $6,000,- 
000 and $8,000,000 for storm water 
relief. drainage; $2,500,000 for sec- 
ondary bridges, in addition to im- 


Historical Collection 
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‘ Hudson W. Reed, president of. 
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4 ¥ Truscott Wor a ruling oy Judge 
Flood knocking gut. pees A: Bar: 
doe’s testimony. 
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SEWER RENT PLAN 
‘DISCRIMIN ATORY?’ _ Since minimum rates vary ac- 

,  €ording to the size of the ferrule, 
| jy, (Pardoe contended th 


The hydraulics 


» 


peesaanweey Arar se * were ries Hin ee be- 
7 es |cause of legal limitations on sizes 
But Witness Admits (6 eommecting. pipes, terfulies and 
|water meters. . | : : 
Charge Based eon Water City Gets 28. Allies 
Use Is Fair To the city’s: aid yesterday 


Philadelphia cannot have a fair 
sewer rent until all its 460,000 
properties using water are me-  earrying charges on the contem.- 


tered, Prof. William S. Pardoe, pated $42,000,000 sewage-disposal 
of the University of Pennsy]-, Joan. Intervening were the State, 


vania, declared at a City Hall! ce Interstate Commission on the 


hearing yesterday. : | kill River Valley 

Pointing out that only 225,000), sociation, the Philadelphia Boost- 
properties have meters, Pardoe| ers Association, ie hata of 
declared an $8 minimum rate for’ & and Board ‘of Trade 
metered as against a $15 mini- Rand. .other chy} 
mum for nonmetered properties ————— 
is inequitable and discriminatory, 
The proposed sewer rent, based 
on water rates, would be equally 
unfair, he said. ; sa 4 DORE 
Sole Witness in Suit aN rop- 


‘Testifying as an expert Ha 
draulic engineer, Pardoe was the 
sole witness yesterday in an 
equity suit before Judge Gerald 
F. Flood in Common Pleas Court 
No. 6 to halt the new levy,. de- 
Signed to finance the city’s $42,- 
000,000 project to end its polu 
tion of its rivers. a 

In. cross-examination, howevér, 
City Solicitor Frank F. Truscott 
scored a point in defense of $he 
new rent when he brought ‘out 
paet broverty Owners have ‘the 

lege 


) installing water jne- 
‘ters, tho i 


‘eity government. 
Wesley McWilliams told Judge 
‘lood that such taxes, city and) 
*hool, comprise $71,000,000, _ 
‘over 60 percent, of the $118,- 
(000,000 collected by the city anc 
ithe School District this year. 
“The hearing will resume today. 


1 not forced to do sé. 

“Even if metered, though,”. Par- 
doe insisted, “the rent would be 
inequitable because so few people 
use the amount of water they are 
allowed under the minimum 
charges.” . 

Pardoe also said: “I admit that 
the. principle of basing sewer 
charges on water use is fair.” 


City Defeated Twice 
The city has failed in two other 


Philadelphia 


two prior rents, based in whole or 
in part on real estate assessments, 
were ruled out by the State Su- 
preme Court as being disguised 
real estate taxes. The new and 
third rent, ranging from 50 to 100 


2004.019.012A 


percent of water charges, is under 
attack by a taxpayer, by the Phila- 
delphia Real Estate Board, by five 
neighborhood realty associations 
and by the United Businessmen’s 
Association. 


i ° 


~ 120 Million M 

A-vast reservoir of jobs—120,000,-|ket st. subway to 42d st., at a/cost 
000° man-hours. of employment to}of $24,490,000; full development of 
cushion workers against the let-|the 30th St, Station facilities. 
down from war ore ones en- 1,108 Projects on List 
visioned today as one possible re- tae” dps thar OEE 

: x ; : projects—1,108 

ault of agéption ofthe City: 2ign- in all, including eventual erection 


ning: Comainisston.s LI eine a eae of 16 new schools, work on the port 
Pieee ane od tnctedas ky Mayor |and the building of a $17,000,000 
Sainuetavith tha eorsinene that the vehicular tunnel under the Dela- 
city will support the recommenda- eter tian * Se ear ie 
tions to the limit of its financial|? ike dabhitelY recommended 
“resources, the $385,203,718 prograri Pagan id poe ot or aati Rtaal 
‘is intended to be carried out in large nest af $2 pineno.00 - 
measure between 1945 and 1950, in- ‘The six-year summery: was the 


elusive, It aos for completion of first sich report tibm the commis: 
pres projects Hirst; sion, of which Edward Hopkinson, 
> Seman collection and ‘Weat- JP, ‘is chairman. Under the ordin- 

: rae ance by which it was created, the 
12 ‘Waterworks. rehabilitation. committee will submit annual re- 
_ 8. City-State highway program. | ports in the future, each #0 cover 
| 4, Removal of the so-called “Chi-|4 six-year period. oe ae ‘ 
lese. wall,” exténsion of the Mar- (Continued on Page Four, Column Five) *4qy 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1944 


By LEEDS MOBERLEY 


“The most important and ur- 
gent problem confronting the 
city is the collection and treat: 
ment of its sewage.” f 

So declares the City Planning 
Commission in the report trans- 


mitting its first public improve-. 


ments program to City Council 
—a preliminary schedule of 
projects recommended for de- 
velopment during the next six 
years. 

“At the present time,” the re- 
port continues, “the city dis- 
charges into the Delaware River 
at numerous points south of the 
Northeast sewage treatment 


works (at Wheatsheaf la.) and ° 


into the Schuylkill River below 
Fairmount Dam a daily average 
gf 400,000,000 gallons of sewage, 
of which more than 80 percent 
does not receive even primary 
treatment. 


DANGEROUS CONDITIONS 


“This situation does not re- 
sult in pollution of the city’s 
own water supply, because of 
the protection already provided 
at the Northeast plant. How- 
ever, it does produce evil-smell- 
ing, unsanitary and sometimes 
dangerous conditions in the, prin- 
cipal watercourses of the city, 
with serious effects on the wel- 
fare of Philadelphia and on the 
commerce of the port.” 

“The protection already pro- 
vided” at the Northeast plant 
doesn’t amount to much; only 
a fraction of the sewage handled 
there is treated and the rest’ is 
dumped raw into the river. For 
all the commission’s optimism 
on that point, many authorities 
declare that at low-water periods 
the incoming tide. undoubtedly 
carries sewage upstream to the 
Torresdale intake. 

But there is no disagreement 
about the other, “evil-smelling, 
unsanitary and sometimes dan- 
gerous” conditions which have: 
converted our two rivers into 
open sewers and our port into 
a cesspool, 


FISH CAN’T LIVE 


_ Some of the older Philadel- 
phians may remember the days 
when there was a big catch of 


ABOUT 100 YEARS AGO it was possible to catch live fish in the Delaware at Tacony. Now 
the only fish in the river have been dead so long they add to the stench. 


_ PHILADELPHIA REC 


Sewage a Fragrant Problem Since 1907 


TRAFFIC JAMS on the river were common between here and Camden during the early 
days of the last century. Now shipowners complain that the water is so bad it damages the 
hulls of their vessels, 


shad every year in the Dela- 


. ware, but no fish can live in 


water that is so polluted it 
makes battleships turn green 


around the gills. 

The port is busy now because 
of the war. The stuff has to 
move and Philadelphia has the 
facilities to move it—belt line 
railroads, good piers, easy acces- 
sibility, excellent loading equip- 
ment, efficient organization, an 
adequate and well-lighted chan- 
nel.’ 

The port, in fact, has every- 
thing except water fit for a ship 
to float in. Freshwater ports or- 
dinarily are highly regarded by 
shipping men because a ship’s 
hull does not bécome fouled 
with barnacles in fresh water— 
and because there is an unlim- 
ited source of fresh water for 
the boilers. 


WATER HAZARD 


But nobody would dare pump 
Delaware River_water into his 
boilers. Just the gases released 
by the putrefying sewage change 
the color of a ship’s paiat, cor- 


rode the exposed met ) work v 


a 


$ 


and nauseate men _ working 
around the waterfront. The 
chemicals in the water will eat 
through the plates of the hull 
in time. 

The port is handling more 
than double its supposed ca- 
pacity now (tonnage figures are 
a military secret) and the 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Board of Trade, through its mer- 
chant marine committee, © is 
working on a program to keep 
it humming—and expand its 
business further—after the war, 

It’s a salesmanship job, a job 
of convincing shippers of Phil- 
adelphia’s advantages, including 
the close link with Baltimore 
(now a favored port) through 
the Chesapeake and Delaware 
Carial, which was finished only 
four years ago. For that reason, 
the committee lists correction of 
pollution as the port’s greatest 
need, ; 

4.s George E, Bartol, president 
of the Bourse and chairman of 
th committee, observes: 

A shipowner will bring his 
sel in here now if there is a 


eons Se 


cargo to pick up—but he will do 
it reluctantly.” 


FREE PORT AREA 


Bartol’s committee also is 
studying the desirability of 
establishing a free port area in 
Philadelphia, building a union 
terminal for trucks with water- 
front cargo and the creation of 
a Port Authority for public con- 
trol of the waterfront. 

The State Postwar Planning 
Commission also is undertaking 
a study of port needs—including 
Erie and Pittsburgh as well as 
Philadelphia. 

The City Planning Commis- 
sion recommends the completion 
of Pier 80, at the foot of Snyder 
ave., on which the city spent 
$1,300,000 before the depression 
and which will require $2,650,000 
to finish. Other projects for port 
dese lopment are left for further 
study. 3 
: Cleaning up the rivers will 
not only be a boon to the port 


—it also will open the way for © 


general - beautification of the 


_ waterfront and even the use of 


om the Delaware and. the 


tuylkill for pleasure boating,. 


RD 


SECOND SECTION 


IN 1857, ducks used to pad- 
dle in the Delaware, as this old 
photograph shows. Now no 
self-respecting duck would be 
caught within a mile of the 
stream of his own free will. 


’ fishing and even swimming. 


Philadelphia is not the only. 
city dumping .sewage into the 
rivers, but is the worst offender ° 
and has been in no position to 
insist that. other communities 
stop polluting the streams which 
provide its water supply. The 
State Sanitary Water Board re- 
cently ordered an end of the 
dumping of coal’ mine wastes 
into the Schuylkill, but gen- 
erally the cleanup job has wait: 
ed on Philadelphia. 


PROBLEM SINCE 1907 

Philadelphia has been dally-: 
ing with the sewage disposal 
problem since 1907. A start was 
made on the construction of in-- 
tercepting sewers in 1916 and 
approximately 50 miles have 
been built. But it took prodding 
by the State; and finally in 1922 
the city made an agreement to 
spend $3,000,000 a year on sew- 
age disposal work. 

It fell behind in:1929, and has © 
done no construction: since. It 
will take about $39,600,000 to 
finish what needs to be done—ex- 
tension and rehabilitation of the 
Northeast plant, construction of 
the Southwest, and Southeast 
plants, on the lower. Schuylkill 
and Delaware, respectively, -to~ 
gether with construction of 57 
miles of intercepting and other 
sewers. : 

Plans are about 65 percent 
completed and Mayor Samuel is 
counting on a start of construc- 
tion the moment: materials and 
manpower are made available 


after the end of the war in Eu- 
rope. i f 


Third of’ a series. Tomor- 
row’s article on plans for hos- 
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30 Groups 


id City in. 


ewer Suit 
: Support Given 
“. Te Rental Plan | 


| More than 30 civic, professional 
‘and business groups yesterday 
; came to the support of the city 
| ina taxpayers’ suit attaeking the 
| constitutionality of the sewer 
| rent ordinance passed last April | 
20. 

Hearing in the case, which 
|opened yesterday before Judge 
|Gerald F. Flood in Common Pleas 
| Court No. 6, Room 696, City Hall, | 
is on a suit in equity seeking to re- 
strain the City of Philadelphia 
'from putting the ordinance in ef- 
fect. } 

+ SEWER RENTAL PLAN 

| The various groups were per- 
; mitted by the Court to intervene to 
| aid the city in its fight for the meas- 
|uré which would provid:.a sewer- 
rental plan to raise approximately 
| $42,000,000 to finance a sewage-dis- 
| posal program to relieve pollution 
‘in the Delaware and Schuylkill | 
| Rivers. | 
Plaintiffs in the action are Jchn | 
| J. Gerick, 2537 S. 16th st. a Feder- | 
;al employe, the Philadel a Real | 
Estate Board, five real estave organi-| 
zations and the United Business| 
Men's Association. 

| TESTIMONY BARRED 


| . The plaintiffs in the suit are be- 

ing represented by J. Wesley McWil- 
liams while City Soctitor Frank F. | 
Truscott is arguing the case for the 
defendants, : including Mayor Ber- 
nard Samuel and other city  of- 
-ficials. 

Testimony of W. Sprague Pardoe, 
professor of hydraulics of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, regarding | 
a number of tests he had made with 
various sizes of water pipes, fer-— 
rules and meters was ordered 
‘stricken from the record by Judge 
| Flood who sustained an objection 
of Mr. Truscott. 

DEFENSE OBJECTED 

The Court :"uled out testimony 
about the tests on.the defense’s ob- 
jection that the sizes of pipes and 
meters used did not conform with 
existing ordinances. : 

Mr, Pardoe also testified that 
there could be no equitable sewer 
rates unless the entire city was 
metered 100 percent on water, He 
also told the court that the new 
sewer rent would be based on the 
amount of water bills now rendered 
but there would be no direct rela- 
tionship between the new _ sewer | 
ills and the quantity of water sup- 
plied. | 
AIDED BY DUFF | 

‘Mr. Truscott is being aided as 
intervenor by State’s Attorney Gen- 
eral James H. Duff, by Ellwood J. 
Turner, who filed an appearance 
for the Interstate Commission of 
the Delaware River Basin, and by 
James Allen Montgomery, Jr., whe 
intervened in support of 23 civic 

ganizations. ee 

e Philadelphia Chamber “of 

Soramerce aiso intervened as a de- 

ferent, as did Judge Grover C. | 
€Y in behalf of the Schuylkill 
Y Vaitey Restoration Associa- 


nd the Philadelphia Boosters. 


wo tie, 


the public-improyement program.” 
The commission explained that the) 
Mayor intends te name a commis-. 
sites and previous recommendations, 
concerning new sources, . 


Extent of Lag Uncertain 


_ “Immediately after the end of the 
war there probably will be a serious 
unemployment, problem or lag un- 
til private industry can be convert- 
ed to peacetime production,” the 
commission said. “How extensive 
such employment will be, and how 
long it will continue, cannot be pre- 
dicted with certainty. However, 
there appears to be no doubt that a 
substantial amount of employment 
will have to be provided, at least 
temporarily, 


“One of the quickest ways to pro- 
vide employment is the construction 
of public works. Expenditures for 
labor on the site average nearly 
two-thirds of the cost, and analysis 
of the cost of materials has shown 

| that as much as 90 per cent may go 
ultimately for labor. Both skilled 
and unskilled workers are re- 
quired.” 

The report continues: 

“Among recommended projects, 
the sewage treatment, waterworks- 
rehabilitation and City-State high- 
way programs have been given pri- 
ority. Plans and specifications are 
completed for improvements esti- 
mated to cost $23,800,000. é 

“Work could proceed immediate- 
ly On these. projects, which would 
provide an estimated 5,700,000 man- 
hours of Jabor. Additional plans 
and specifications in process on 
on these projects can be completed 
so that construction work estimat- 
ed to cost $36,600,000 and to pro- 

[emp about 11,253,000 man-hours of 


employment could begin in the|: 


spring.of 1945, 
Others Feasible Later On 


volving the expenditure of some 
$60,000,000 and providing almost 
16,954,000 man-hours could be 
started immediately after the end 
of the war or within six months 
thereafter. 

“There are, in addition, a consid- 
erable number of recommended 
| projects for which the financing has 
not been arranged but for which 
plans and specifications are com- 
/pleted or could be completed with- 
jin’ six months. Included in these 
‘projects are flood:relief, additional 
jsewers and drainage, highway 
‘bridges, projects related to railroad 
terminal improvements, grade 
crossing eliminations, street paving 
and repaving, elimination of dead 
ends in the water distribution sys- 
tem, reconditioning of water mains, 
‘and other miscellaneous improve- 
ments, 

“Approximately $15,900,000 of 
;Such work is now ready to start 
and would furnish 4,052,000 man- 
hours of employment. An addition- 
al $18,435,000 of such work could 


the inclusion of such a project ‘in|! 


sion to make a thorough survey of} 


lic Education and covering 188 proj- 
ects, estimated to cost $37,025,000. 
The Board’s program is analyzed 
as follows: 

For enlarging 57 school play- 
grounds where present facilities are 
inadequate, $3,516,000; for new 
auditoriums, gymnasiums,’ play- 
rooms, classrooms and other altera- 
tions and additions to 38 schools, $5,- 
200,000; for new plumbing, heating, 
additional showers and lockers in 23 
schools, and for adapting 42 school 
buildings to community use, a total 
of $2,085,000; for new buildings and 
sites, $22,624,000; and for miscel- 
laneous items, $3,600,000. : 


New Buildings Planned 


The new buildings and sites under 
consideration, and exclusive of re- 
placements, are: 

Central city—One junior high 
school, one vocational high school, 
one athletic field,- and a central 
recreation building. : 

West Philadelphia—Two elemen- 
tary schools, one junior high school, 
One vocational school and four ath- 
letic fields, 

North Philadelphia—One elemen- 
tary school, two junior high schools 
and two athletic fields. 

South Philadelphia—One elemen- 
tary school, one senior high school. 

Northeast Philadelphia—Three 
elementary schools, one vocational 
school, one senior high school. 

The school program under consid- 
eration is based on the assumption 
that Federal aid would be available. 


Sewage Problem Most Urgent 


“The most important and urgent 
problem confronting the city is the 
collection and treatment of its sew- 


pollution ‘of the city’s’ own water 
supply, because of the protection 
already provided at the Northeast 
plant. However, it does produce 
evil-smelling, unsanitary and some- 
times dangerous conditions in the 
principal water courses of the city. 


Rehabilitation of Water Works 


On waterworks rehabilitation, the 
report stated: 

“Before the present City Plan: 
ning Commission was created, the 
city had employed consulting engi- 
neers to advise concerning the im- 
provements to be undertaken, and 
the voters had approved an $18,000,~ 
000 loan. Howeyer, scarcity of labor 
and materials has made it impossi- 
ble to carry out all of the program 
for improvements to ‘treatment 
plants and the distribution system 
and for extension of water mains 
into newly developed areas. Fortu- 
nately, with the aid of measures to 
reduce waste of water, the water- 
supply system has managed to meet 
the heavy additional demands im- 


be ready within six months, and }posed upon it by the increase in pop- 


would provide 5,712,000 man-hours 
of employment, 
“Projects for repairs, . replace- 
ments and minor construction offer 
an.excellent opportunity to employ 
labor quickly, and in most instances 
do not require extensive plans and 
specifications, The projects for 
maintenance work submitted to the 
commission, which represent only. 
a part of the total accumulated 
\need, would provide an estimated 
‘5,000,000 man-hours of employment. 
“Work on most of these projects 
could begin immediately after the 
‘end of the war, provided funds were 


ulation and the intensified industrial 
activities brought by the war. 
“The waterworks rehabilitation 
project has been included in the 
1945-50 public-improvement pro- 


gram and the City Planning Com-|of first importance the removal of 
the Chinese Wall, which would be 

pleted as expeditiously as possible‘ ~—————__ + 

Since financing of the project ee 


mission recommends that it be com- 


ready has been arranged, there 
a 


Philadelphia Water Department 


lavailable, There is little doubt that 


‘an exhaustive survey of needed re-|f 
eae ae 
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discussed accomplishments so 

far flowing from the agreement of 
1925 to which the city and the 
Pennsylvania and Baltimore & 
Ohio railroads: were parties, and 
the remaining steps that were call-' 
ed for in that agreement, including 
the construction of Pennsylvania 
Boulevard on the line of Filbert st, 
from 15th st. to the 30th Street Sta- 
tion, including a bridge over the 
Schuylkill River and the widening 
of intersecting streets between 
Market and Cuthbert’ sts. 

“In the light of subsequent. de- 
velopments, certain changes in the 
program may prove desirable, and 
studies preliminary to negotiations 
for necessary revision of the agree= 
ment are now under way. 

“It is estimated that the. city 
projects stili to be completed un- 
det the new program will cost not 
less than $36,807,000, of which ap- 
proximately two-thirds will be re- 
quired for completion of the Mar- 
ket Street Subway extension and 
the balance for highway and bridge 
construction.” 


River Transportation 


Concerning the proposed tunnel, 
the report had this to say: “An im- 
portant consideration in planning 
for the metropolitan area; as a 
whole, is the provision of ade- 
quate transportation across the 
Delaware River.” 

The proposed tunnel, between 
Gloucester County, N. J., and Dela- 
ware County, Pa., south of the 
Philadelphia Municipal Airport, will 
provide a by-pass around Philadel- 
phia for traffic from Washington 
to New York City and from Penn- 
sylvania to the New Jersey shore, 
in addition to increasing the ac-. 
cessibility of air services to New 
Jersey residents, 

The commission recommends an 
early start on the completion. of 
Market St. Subway Extension {Pier 80 at the foot of Snyder av. 

“Most important of the high-| Director of :Public Works John, 
speed transportation proposals, be-|H. Neeson is vice chairman of the 
cause of its strategic relationship|commission, other members 2of 
to the future development of the|which are Joseph F. Burke, Gor- 
central city area, is completion of|don R. Exley, Roy A. Heymann, 
the Market Street Subway exten-|William A. Kelley, William H. 
sion from west of 20th st. to near|Loesche, Raymond MacNeille, D. 
42d st. as Robert Yarnall. 


provement of city streets and high- 
ways has been proposed for the im- 
mediate post-war period, when the 
lifting of existing restrictions on 
motor-vehicle production and gaso- 
line consumption will make quite 
apparent the need for more and 
better thoroughfares. Improve- 
ment of highways will be a particu- 
larly advantageous type of construc- 
tion for this critical period because 
few strategic or prefabricated mate- 
rials are required. : 

“Outstanding among the proposed 
highway improvements is the city- 
state highway improvement pro- 
gram, to be carried out jointly by 
the city and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. This work is esti- 
mated to cost $39,550,000 of which 
the city’s share would be approxi- 
mately $4,000,000. 


Originally the program was sched- 
uled to extend over five years, but 
it can be rescheduled for comple- 
tion within three years, if conditions 
warrant, without exceeding the $12,- 
000,000 annual expenditure which 
the Commonwealth is authorized to 
make in Philadelphia under the act 
of July 10, 1941.” 

The commission reported that the 
total length of the highways recom- 
mended for improvement is about 55 
miles. Two of the most urgently 
needed projects, among the many 
included in the program, are provi- 
sion of adequate approaches to the 
Philadelphia-Camden bridge, and 
construction of the low-gradient in- 
dustrial highway entering the city 
by way of Essington and Penrose 
avs. and its proposed extension as 
a skyway, bordering or paralleling 
the Delaware River to an outlet in 
the northeast, 


“The section from 24th st. to 32d| Robert/B. Mitchell is exective 
director, Charles A. Howland, chief 
of the projects division, 
N. Schwartz, counsel. 


st., including the tunnel under the 
Schuylkill River, already has been| 
constructed. Completion of the en-: 
tire line, ready for operation, is esti-| 
mated to cost $24,490,000. 


and Herman 
72. 


By LEEDS MOBERLEY i 

Benjamin Franklin. who pio- 
neered in s, many assorted fields 
of activity, :vas one of the first to 
recognize that  Philadelphia’s 
drinking water was bad. 

When the public-spirited High 
st. printer drew up his will in 
1789, he included a bequest. of 
$100,000 for damming the Wissa- 
hickon as a new source of supp’¥ 
and outlirrd a plan for piping it 
into the city”’by gravity flow. 

Unfortunately, his far-sighted 
benefaction turned out to be only 
a gesture. When he died the fol- 


y, January 1, 1945) 


—whose collateral descendant, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, was to de- 
scribe the Philadelphia water sit- 
uation 140 years later as “a stench 
in the nostrils.” 

Nicholas Roosevelt got sick 


from drinking Philadelphia water. 
* * * 


Drank Well-Water 

In the interests of historical ac- 
curacy it must be emphasized that 
the potation that so upset Nich- 
olas Roosevelt was not the Schuyl- 
kill cocktail that we know now, 
but the “good” 


: City's Need of B 
Made Provision in Will but Estate Lacked Cash 


first of a long—but 


ee 


pumps and the receiving fountain|the Schuylkill began to raise the!/ards set by the United States Pub- 
same sort of threat that the privy |lic Health Service. 
vaults had presented in the days 
of the wells. A 
By 1828 the threat was so/0.2 per 100,000 of population—and 
serious the Legislature passed the|they were not water borne; all 
impoterit—|were traced to. human carriers. 
series of laws intended to safe-|But in the 1880’s and 1890's the 
guard the purity of the Schuyl-/rate went as high as 78.2 per 
kill. More followed in 1832, 1860,|100,000, and the raw, untreated 
1861, 1867 and 1871. In 1856 Fair-|Water was chiefly responsible. |. 
mount Park was created with the |Epidemic in 1888 i 
idea of preventing industries from| The peak was in 1888, when an 
setting up on the banks of the Te gcinaal of the disease killed off |: 
river and discharging their wastes |7 u 
into the stream. Unfortunately, ition of 1,036,000. The following 
whoever fathered that idea over-;year was almost as bad, with 736 
looked the fact that wastes could 
well-water onj/be—and would be — discharged 


Jowing year his estate was SO!lwhich the city depended before|farther upstream. 


shrunken there was no money to 
carry out the bequest. 

But most of Franklin’s con- 
temporaries were unperturbed. 
'To them the notion that the clear, 
cold water that came from their 
wells might be contaminated 
seemed ridiculous—until a series 
of epidemics struck the city. 


First Waterworks Built , 


By 1797 there was so much re- 
versal of feeling that City Coun- 
cils, spurred by petitions “signed 
by an unprecedented number of 
respectable citizens,” engaged 
Benjamin Henry Latrobe, an’ out- 
standing engineer of that day, to 
study the practicability of obtain- 
ing a water supply within a rea- 
sonable distance of the city. 

The result was the erection of 
the city’s first waterworks — a 

umping plant on the Schuylkill 
River at Chesnut st. which 
pumped water to a “receiving 
fountain,” an architectural hodge- 
podge of marble located in Center 
Square—the present site of City 
Hall. : 
The building, because of its cir- 
cular form, was known familiarly 
as “The Pepper Box.” A steam 
engine, made mostly of wood, 
pumped the water into huge wood. 
en tanks at the top, and from 
there it flowed by gravity through 


the waterworks was built. 


them—by us and by the 


was clean and pure. 
It is hard to look at the foul,|kinbine, 

oily mess flowing sluggishly|of the 

through its silt-clogged channel time, 


the river’s 
prompted William Penn to locate 


Delaware Polluted Too 


Today our rivers are polluted Meanwhile, the city had started |deaths in 1899, but because the 
by the sewage discharged into|drawing water from the Delaware|POpulation was up to 1,266,600 by 
communi-|to augment the pumpage from|th 

ties upstream. In 1800 there werejthe Schuylkill, and the Delaware 
no sewers; the wells were polluted|was becoming polluted too. By 
by, the underground drainage of|1866 there was 
privy vaults but the Schuylkill|tionable matter” 


“so much objec- 
being drained in- 


to both rivers that H. P. M. Bir- 
who was chief engineer 
Water Department at the 


: recommen 
that we know, and realize thatlnew source of 


beauty was what!Perkiomen near 


led an entirely 
supply on the 
Zieglersville. 


But Birkinbine’s proposal, like 


his “City of Brotherly Love” here.|Franklin’s of three generations 


Considered Other Site 

Penn had just about made up 
his mind to lay out his city farther 
downstream on the Delaware, 


previously, and those of repeated 
subsequent water commissions, 
fell on deaf ears. 
water always has found its de- 


Philadelphia 


‘stands, but|fenders, and the Fairmount Park 
ve eae ek ape teau a|Commission hastened to declare 


few miles to the junction of the 
Schuylkill. . “Schuylkill” is the 


the Schuylkill could be relied 
upon for many years if properly 


Dutch for “Hidden River,” but in|SUarded from pollution. 


those days it didn’t mean it was 


So Philadelphia continued to 


hidden by silt and sewage; it|draw its water from increasingly 
meant it was hidden by League|Polluted sources. And it paid the 


Island when vieWed from the Del- 


price in sickness and-death, with 


aware. several typhoid epidemics. 
At any rate, "mn was so|,, However unpleasant today’s 
charmed that * promptly| Chlorine cocktail” may taste— 


changed his pls . and located his|and 


city at that point. And when the 
city, a century or so later, turned 
to the “Hidden River” for its 
drinking water, the stream was 
still.so clean and pure that the 


even Director of Public 
Works. John H, Neeson admits its 
“potability and freedom from ob- 
noxious taste and odor can. be 
rightfully questioned’—it is at 
least free of disease germs: con- 
stant laboratory tests and liberal 


etter Water: ; 


Last’ year the city had only 
four typhoid deaths—a rate of 


Se 


) persons-out of a total popula-|: 


deaths. : } 

The typhoid rate tapered off| 
then, dropping to a “low” of 370 
estas (32.5 per 100,000) in 1894. 
Then it rose to a new high of 947 


then the rate was only 74.9, so 
that it was proportionately less 
severe than the 1#78 outbreak, , 
The furore over the polluted 

condition of the rivers became so 
great that City Councils felt im- 
pelled to adopt a resolution in- 
structing the Water Department 
to refrain from further comment 
on the situation—because it was 
“giving the city a bad name!” 
Build New Works 


But Councils could not silence 

the typhoid statistics. And in 1902 
the city began construction of 
modern filtration and treatment 
works. The job was finished in 
1913, but even before it was com- 
pleted the typhoid rate dropped 
more than 50 percent. And in 
1914, the first year of complete 
treatment, there were only 124 
typhoid deaths—or.™.5 per 100,000 
population. 
_ Since then the rate has con- 
tinued to range downward, with 
relatively minor fluctuations from 
year to year. 

For the nonce, -Philadelphia’s 
waterworks once more was up to 
date. It hasn’t changed much 
since then; there has been some 
replacement of equipment but 
nothing far-reaching. For one 
thing, there was always talk about 


js a a eae ae 
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After discussing a $182,510,000 
project for completing the con- 
course under and around City Hall 
and a $210,000 project for purchase 
and installation of sump pumps for 
the North Broad Street Subway, 
the report continued: 

“The largest area requiring new 
or additional transit facilities is in 
Northeast Philadelphia. : However, 
the provision of new facilities in this 
Section must be co-ordinated with 
the highway program and with gen- 
eral development of the area,” 


N. E. Airport Work $2,475,000 


For the improvement of the Mu- 
nicipal Airport, the construction of 
new buildings, hangars, runways 
and other facilities was proposed 
at an estimated $8,275,000, including 
cost to the city of $2,519,000. 

For Northeast airport, an esti- 
mated $2,475,000 will be required to 
make it a class A-1 commercial air- 
port even after completion of the 
present construction project there. 

The commission declared to be 


| 


i] 


Historical Collection 


2004.019.0012B 


SEWER 


| KEGoORD aye 

‘Engineers Testify City's 

| Proposal Is ‘Fair and 
Reasonable’ 


pape tlt a pc 

Read editorial, “Time to End 
City Version of the Farmer’s 
Wifes? pe Soe. 


| Two. engineering experts de- 
jfended yesterday as “fair aires 
reasonable” the sewer rent pro- 
posed by the city to finance its 
ora ane Sewage-disposal proi- 
ect... : 

The experts testifying for the 
city in answer to 4 taxpayer’s 
suit to halt the levy were Nathan 
B. Jacobs, of Pittsburgh, consult- 
ing engineer to the Philadelphia 
|Department/of Public Works, and 
iSamuel A. Greeley, Chicago 
hydraulic and sanitary engineer. 
Suit Attacks Proposal | 

The rent, which would range 
from 50 to 100 percent of water 
‘bills, is under legal attack as dis- 
criminatory b-fore Judge Gerald; 
F. Flood in Common Pleas Court 
‘No, 6. Joining with the taxpayer, 
John J, Gericke, are seven real 
estate and other organizations. 
Defending with the city are 28 


RENT PLAN 


civic groups which have inter-| 
vened. : 


the city mains. 
Finished in 1801 © 


The waterworks, ultra-modern Parte : 
in its day, for all its crudity by} But it did not remain that vas. 
resent standards, was completed|For awhile pollution was no prob- 
It might have been fin-|lem; the oxygen normally con- 
ished Sooner but for one unhappy|tained in water will cleanse it of 


* 


In 1801. 


mischance. 


‘That was the illness of Nicholas|as a river runs along. But before| E i E e J 
J. Roosevelt, of Passaic, N..J., the;many years the sewage and in-listics and in bacteria count its silt menace and the 


engineer wh built the steam|dustrial wastes discharged into|a 


| “Universal water meters in the 
city “are not essential to make 
rates fair,” said Jacobs, 
Prof. William Sprague Pardoe, 
of the University of Pennsylvania, 


devised so lon 
erties have no meters, 1 
Calls Plan Best for City 
“Various cities have different 
forms of sewer rent,” said Gree- 
ley. “They are based on the num- 
ber of water fixtures, the number 
of rooms, the kind of property, 
the meter readings and other fac- 
tors. For a city like Philadelphia, 
in my judgment the proposed 
form of rental is the best.’ / 
Judge Flood asked whether. it) 
would ‘be, proper to place. on 
sewer-users instead of on :tax- 
payers generally the cost of the 
city’s storm as well as sanitary 
Sewers. “Yes,” replied Greeley. 
Earlier, Works . Director John 
H. Neeson said it was his “hope” 
that the new project, designed to 
end the city’s dumping of un- 
treated sewage into the Delaware 
and Schuylkill rivers, might be 


Earlier, |' 


testified no fair rental could be , 
as more than}, 
|one-half the city’s 460,000 prop.|| 


started next year despite the war. | 


water could be piped directly into tifa 
homes, without filtering or medi- gs care thed tea ecusias solu.|°! SUPPLY. 
eta’ etae wc tion of chlorides, sulphates, alkali, | erage a0 ge Ree iis DIES: 
n’t Stay Pur iron, magnesium, lead, copper and;*"t Source has become steadily}, 
Le that issues from Philadel-| Worse. 
phia’s spigots upsets the surprised mn : : 
digestive mechanism of some vis-| This is the first of a series of |; 
_ of itor who is accustomed to a milder|articles on Philadelphia’s peren- 
a substantial amount of pollution |drink. : nial No. 1 problem—water. To- 
But both in chemical character:'morrow’s article will biti 
oe 


Some day getting a new source! 


Prospechs ¢ 


verage is well within the stand- its removal. 


| MY. Jacons a0, t00k issue with W. 
Sprague Pardoe, professor of hy- 
draulics at the Univ ity of Penn- 
Sylvania, who, intestifying for the 
litigants on Tuesday, said no equita- | 
ble rate could be levied unless every 
property inthe city was equipped 
with a water meter. i 


METERING MINIMIZED. 

- “I do not think“r metering is esgsn- 
tial to the fixing of rates,” said Mr. 
Jacobs. “It is desirable, but the me- 
ter is not the sole criterion of fair 
and equitable rates. There must be 
taken into consideration such mat- 
ters as 


lan, 
fer) 
i r_ sewer service to 
itary disposal plants te city was 
rts be Bed taxpayer’s injunction suit to 
‘block the proposal entered its 
third .day in Common Pleas 
-| Court No.. 6 yesterday. | 
| Nathan B. Jacobs, Pittsburgh | 
Sanitary engineer and consulting | 
| engineer to the Department of 
Piablic Works, and Samuel A. Gree- 
ley, hydraulic and sanitary en-. 
gineer, of Chicago, testified before 
Judge Gerald F. Flood that the. 
| city’s plan embodied in an. ordi- 
nance is “Sir, equitable .and non- 


antity of water | 


ey 


Mr. Jacobs.said that while “some | 


iscriminacory. cities are’ metered, others are not, | 

“ é notably New York and _ Detroit, 

DUTLAY, OF $42,000,000 ’ |_| | which are almost unmetered.” Ap- 
_ hie ne 1 Which calls for an. ‘proximately 47 percent ofgthe build- 
|@xpenditure Jof $42,000,000 to ere ings in this city ar®\metered at pres- 


ent. | 
Mr. Gericke and the intervening | 
litigants are seeking an injunction 
against the ordinance on the ground 
the p'-n authorized by it will nearly 
doubi. che present water bills. The | 
litigants contend thé city could fi- 
nance the project without reflecting 
its cost directly into.the water bills, 


plants and: provide service to elim. 
inate pollution of the Schuylkill 
and Delaware Rivers, is being op- 
posed by John J. Gericke, of 2537 S. 


16th st., a Federal employe, the } 
Philadelphia Real Estate=-Board, 
United Business Men’s Association, | 
neighborhood and other real estate 
io : groups. 


1 
| 


The Evening Bulletin | 
Philadelphia, Pa. 1 3 
day, December 13, 1944 a 


IWATER RENT BASIS 
| AIRED AT HEARING 
Metering is Not Essential 
| to Determine Fair Rate, 
city Engineer Says | 


| Water metering is not an essential 
factor in determining a fair and 
lequitable water rent, Nathan B, 
Jacobs, city consulting engineer, 
stfied today at, the third day of 
‘ings on the equity suit to de- 
ine the validity of the pro< 
2, imposition of a sewer rental, 
, proceedings before Judge 
ald F, Flood. Room 696, City, 
represent the third attempt to 
te a sewer rental in connec- 
i with the financing of the city’s 
proposed $42,000,000 sewage dispos- 
jal and sewer program. Two othér 
‘city ordinances have been thrown 
lout by the State Supreme Court. 
_Jacobs’ testimony contradicted 
that of Professor W. Sprague Par- 
doe, of, the University of Pennsyl- 
hvavia, who testified yesterday for 
\Johu-J, Gericke, complaining tax- 
payer, — : 
- Pardoe had testified it is impossi-« 
ble to have fair and equitable water 
rents, on which sewer rent is to be 
based, unless all properties are 
metered. At present only 47 per cent 


are metered. ; 

Calls Metering Desirable 

"Jacobs c-aceded that metering of 

water is highly desirable, from a 

istandpoint of water | conservation, 

but said many other factors enter 
to the determination of a fair rate, 

| “Tt is standard practice in large! 

cities,” said Jacobs, “to charge both 


a minimum rate for metered serv- 
aa) i: ~. 


| He said even the hest meters are! 
mot absolutely accurate, and in con- 
Neéction with sewer rents which 
would be based on a percentage of 
the water rate rent, declared he 
ynever heard of the invention of a 
‘satisfactory sewer meter. 

» Jacobs disagreed with the recom-, 
nfendation of Pardoe that stand- 
by Ow.service charges included in 
water Tents should be a flat rate 
based on the actual consumption of 
water. Such a formula has) been 
Tuled out by the Pennsylvania Util-| 
ity Gommission—for use by private 
companies, Jacobs said. Judge Flood 
ened out the P. U. C. does not 
mirol the city’s rates, 


Calls Allowance too High 

_ Jacobs agreed that the 8,000 cu- 
hic feet of water allowed for me-' 
tered service at the minimum price. 
of $8 is too much, and said he would 
‘recommend that the quantity be 
‘reduced. He said the service given 
Justifies this charge, of which $5 is 
listed as a service charge, The chief 
Purpose in cutting the minimum 
water allowance was to .conserve’ 
|water and prevent wastage, Jacobs 


ue 
oo 


gi 


it 


er Tent as set forth in Coungil 
“gpdinance, enacted April 20, 1,4 


+ |denied this. 
* |the language of the ordinances pro- 


flat rate for unmetered service and | 


| {Early Charge” perenne trt 
=| When Director Sein H. Neeson 


of Public Works was recalled brief- 
ly, J. Wesley McWilliams,, counsel 


j|for Gericke, sought to show that the 


city would attempt to enforce the 


"|new sewer rents before the end of | 
.|the. war, even tnough the sewage | 
)| disposal program should be held up, 


City Solicitor Frank F. Truscott 
Truscott told the court , 


vides that rent cannot become ef- 


*\|fective until contracts for the work 
have been awarded. 


Beside’ Gericke the complajnants « 


Flotation. Plant | 
To Remove Silt 
In Mine Water 


Construction of a flotation plant 
by an anthracite coal company to 
remove silt from its waste waters 
was announced today by the Penn 
sylvania State Department o 
Commerce in its weekly compila- 
tion of new and expanded indus- 
try. : 4 

Said to be the first plant of type,’ 
the new mill is being built by the! 
Lehigh Navigation Coal Company! 
at Tamaqua, Schuylkill County | 
The Tamaqua plant and two other: 
proposed water clarifying units at; 
‘the company’s Coaldale and Lans-: 
ford collieries ‘will’ cost an’ esti- 
mated one million dollars. 

é new plant, built after years 
of experimentation, expects’ to 
make a ‘profit on its coal recovery 
operations which will more than 
pay for its attempt to clarify mine 
waste waters. The project will be 
closely observed by other coal pro- 
ducers who may erect similar 
plants if the Lehigh project is 
successful. ig 

A New York manufacturer has 
leased a building in Scranton con- 
taining 10,000 square feet of floor}: 
space where 100 persons, mainly 
women, will be employed in’ the]: 


dresses, 


and Benjamin H. Lapin, will start 
operations in the taeory formerly 
occupied by the Power Loom Rug 
|\Company after ‘the ‘first of the]: 
year, The rug coma will move 
to @ vacant building, f grmerly the 
E, Robinson Brewery, which it re- 
cently purchased. — ‘ 
The Scranton Record \Company 
has purchased threé ‘buildings 
from the Lackawanna Mills in a 
move to. expand production facili- 
ties. The properties are, in the! 
South Scranton industrial area, 
Frank'C, Douds and Company, 
Inc... has purchased from the 
Greater New Castle Association a 
property and lot on which it will 


‘|build a plant enabling an. increase 


in production facilities. The Douds 
Company, a long established local 
industry now working on ‘high pri- 
ority war material, plans to. use 
the new building for peace time 
work, SNe 

The Reading Chamber of Cot 
merce reports the following induis- 
tries have located in its area’ in 
the past thirty days. DeGeorge 


!Clothing Manufacturing Company, 


L. D. Adams Engineering Com-, 
pany and the Wernersville Weld-, 
ing Company. 4 
aN 


"Usually the more intelligent a’ 
conversation is the less there is ‘of 
conversation, Cee), ee 


who have joined the ‘suit as intér- , 
venors are the Philadelphia Re r 
Philip 


manufacture of misses’ and junior : 
The new company, -said|, 
ito be operated by Kenneth Warga| 


Vy REAR 9 ‘ 
} One day back in 1812 a mai 
jnamed George Shoemaker a:- 
fae in Philadelphia: hoping 


‘near Pottsville. —— - 
' He was by no means the first 


|to 
y had 


om 
\Many a promoter went broke try- 
ing to break down the popular 
prejudice. 
Met Opposition 

Shoemaker’s reception was any- 
thing but encouraging. He brought 
nine wagonloads of coal with him 
‘F. Watson recorded. 
Js of Philadelphia 
ja in the Olden 


arid Pennsy. 


| opposition.” * 
“On. two wagcenidads,” Watson 
jwrote, “Mr. S. got’ the carriage 
paid; the others-he gave away to 
‘persons who would ‘attempt to 
‘use them. The result was against 
the coal; those who tried them 
pronounced them stone and not 
coal, good for nothing, and Shoe- 
maker an imposter! : 

“At length, after a multitude of 
disappointments, and when Shoe- 
maker’ was about to abandon the! 
coal and return home, Messrs. 
Mellon and Bishop, of Delaware 
county, inade an experiment with 
some of the coal in their rolling 
mill and found them to succeed 
beyond expectation, and to be a 
highly valuable and useful fuel. 
Coal Tried Out 
— “The results of their experi-| 
jments was published at the timé 
‘in the Philadelphia papers: Some 

experiments with the coal were 
iméde in the works at the Falls of 

Schuylkill, but without success. 

Mr. Wernwag, the manager of 

the Phoenix Works, at French! 

\Creek, also made trial of the coal 
,;and found it eminently useful. 

“From that time forward the 
use of coal spread rapidly and 
‘now bids fair to become a most 
‘important and valuable branch 
‘jof trade and to produce results, 
highly beneficial to the interests’ 
{Of Pennsylvania generally.” 

‘| Watson’s. prophecy, written a 
‘}century ago, has been fulfilled 
‘Imore abundantly than he could 
‘thave dreamed. What he did not 
‘(foresee was that, as a corollary, 
‘tone of Pennsylvania’s principal 
|waterways would be all but de- 
‘|stroyed and Philadelphia’s water 
‘supply imperiled by the indus- 
|try’s wastes. : \ 
\{Choked With Silt 


_At. Fairmount Dam the silt is 
13 feet deep, and there are 
9,000,000 tons of it between the 
dam and Norristown, the “pool” 
upon which half of Philadelphia 
depends for its water supply. In 
the short stretch hetween Friv. 
miount and Flat Rock dams alo; 
there is.a concentration of more 
{than 3,000,000 tons—enough to 
cover Broad st. 10 feet deep for 
jits_whole length, ’ 

‘| The river is so shallow in con- 
||Sequence that the Water Bureau 
|jreports that “for relatively long 
periods during the summer 
months the entire flow of the 
Ruylkill River is pumped, fil- 
and. supplied to Philadel- 
ia for domestic use, so. that). 
the city is now suffering from 
‘an inadequate supolv.” 


ochuylkill Cleanup, Nec 
After 100 Years Pollutioff 


By LEEDS MOBERLEY 
Aggravat 


find a market for the coal he had in ihe. t l 
liscovered on some land he owned|tion; the sewage and industrial; 
‘wastes discharged along the way 
reach : Philadelphia’s 
try to exploit Pennsy!vania|stations in such a concentrated 
janthracite. The Lehigh Coal Com-|form that the bacteria count of 
‘| pe been organized as farjraw Schuylkill 

kas 1773, but the public wasjhigher than that taken from the 
eptical of the “stone coal” be-|Delaware—which is polluted by): 
se it was so hard to ignite. Philadelphia’s own sewage. 


Times,” he “met, with a host of, h 


ling is ficult in the area because 
of the formation of the coal meas-|! 
ures, the Army Engineers found|' 


jis wasted. In the old days the 


»(line were consistently 


ies 


Near 


R, 


ation 


, The smal,yuantity of water 
the river aggravates the pollu- 


pumping 


water 


At times of freshet, the river 
overflows because the shallowed 


|channel is unable to carry the 


additional water. And as for 
navigation—the Federal Govern- 
ment, by dint of constant dredg- 
ing, contrives to keep the lower 
part open, but only rowboats ‘and 
canoes can navigate the upper 
reaches. Now the silt is even 
threatening fo close off Boat-) 
ouse Row. ; 


Problem Acute 


The mine waste problem is 
robably more acute in the 
Schuy"ill valley than in any 
other . 141 field in the world. Min- 


in an exhaustive survey in 1938, 
and “‘there is a tendency toward 
a higher production of undersized 


fine coal in mining than is en-|) 


countered in any other field. This| 
is one explanation for the large) 
production of silt refuse which: 
must be disposed of.” 

About 15 percent of the coal 
mined even with modern methods 


waste was even higher. The coal 
was separated from the rock, 
slate and dirt dug up with it by 
dry screening and the residue was 
piled up in culm banks. Erosion 
of these old culm banks is one’ 
source of the present pollution 
clogging the river.’ ae 

About 1900 the wet process of 
coal recovery was introduced and 
the silting of the river was speed- 
ed up, The wet process is simply 
a matter of separating the. coal 
from the wastes by washing. Un- 
der this “process, the residue is 
largely coal dirt—silt. Some 
mines, particularly the bootleg 
operations that sprang up during 
the depression, discharged this 
silt-laden waste water directly in- 
to the river. 

Others settled out the solids 
and piled them on culm banks, 
but these banks were far less 
stable than those from the days 


fof dry screening and the erosion 


was rapid. A few of the larger| 
a 


| Operators -have built settling 
sins which effectively retain the 


But efforts at remedial legisla- 
tion to force all the operators in 
locked by 
the mining interests, which were 


aie <n 


a ae 


able to get special exemptions|| 


whenever, a pure streams bill was 


6 


Barer consideration tn the Legis... 
ature, © 

It was not until 1937, during 
the Earle Administration, that a 
law was enacted covering both 
sewage and indusirial pollution. 
Now, seven years later, the long 
overdue cleanup finally seems to 
be in sight. “ 

The State Sanitary Water 
Board, under proddiig from the 
Schuylkill Valley Restoration As- 
sociation and the Interstate Com- 
mission on the Delaware River 
Basin, finally cracked down on 
‘the mines last summer. 

This was the start of a $25,000,- 
000 industry-State-Federal pro- 
gram to restore the Schuylkill in 
a six-year period. 
Details of Plan 

The mines are to install 


roper | 


‘equipment for removing the silt | 


from their waste water afd pre- 
venting erosion of their culm 
banks, at a total cost of $6,000,000. 
The State is to dredge out the 
upper Sehuylkill above Norris-, 
town at a cost of $7,000,000 and 
build a Seay (000 desilting basin 
at Auburn fo intercept the «coal 
‘wastes from uncontrolled ‘sources 
\which will continue to move down 
from the headquarters for several 
more years. f 
_ Gov. Martin has given the pro- 
jgram his indorsement and legis. 
lation is now being drafted for 
introduction at the session which 
opens today. Meanwhile, efforts 
are being made to induce the Fed- 
eral Government to dredge out 
\the 9,000,000 tons of silt between 
‘Fairmount Dam and Norristown 
—a job estimated at about $10,- 
000,000 


Planned by Army Man ; 

The cleanup program was Graft- 
ed by the same man who plotted- 
the D-Day landings in Norman- 
dy for Eisenhower—an Army en- | 
gineer named John C. H. Lee. In’ 
1938 Lee, now a lieutenant gen- 
eral, was a lieutenant colonel and 
district -engineer stationed in 
Philadelphia. : 

At that time the Federal Gov- 
ernment declined to do any dredg- 
ing in the non-navigable part of 
the river.. The plan was to let 
the silt between here and Norris- | 
town gradually ‘“v2sh over the 
dam into the na ble part of 
the river, .when . the. Govern- , 
ment would scoop it_vut. : 
Want U. S. to Do It 

Now the cleanup forces, led by 
Orphans’ Court Judge Grover C. 
Ladner, president of the Schuyl- 
kill Valley Restoration Associa- 
tion, and the quasi-governmental 
Interstate Commission on the 
Delaware River Basin, contend 
that since the Federal Govern- 
ment is going to do the ote le 
eventually anyway, it would be 
better to do it all at once and get 
it! over. 

The Army engineers at Con- 
gress’ direction are restudying the 
1938 report and bringing’ it up 
¥ Gate. with that proposal in 
mind. ; 


The restudy will be finished in” 
about two weeks, 

This is the second of three 
articles. Yomorrow: Do we need om 
@ new source of water? bf 

rp ae, 
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W'GURK ASHE 
GOV. MARTIN FO 
KEEPING STEWART 


| La2ARO é/s 
Register of Wills Candi- 
date Blames City for 
Water Problem 


By THOMAS P. 0’NEIL 

Edmund B..J. McGurk, Demo- 
cratic leader of the 38th ward, last 
night criticized Gov. Martin for 
retaining Dr. A. Hamilton Stewart! 
as State Secretary of Health. 

Dr. Stewart’s removal had been! 
requested by the. U. S. Civil Serv: 
ice Commission for complicity in! 
violation of the Hatch Act, | 
Recalls Martin’s Praise | 


McGurk, Democratic candidate 
for Register of Wills, addressed a 
meeting of the 26th Ward Demo-| 
cratic Executive | Committee, 
Broad and ‘Moore sts. 

Recalling Gov. Martin’s praise 
of Dr. Stewart in announcing) 
,Wednesday that he had’no inten-| 
‘tion of dropping his health direc-| 
‘tor, MeGurk said: “What’s sauce 
for the goose is sauce for the 
‘gander.” He referred .to Hatch 
Act stipulations that no Federal 
employes can take part in poli. 
tics. Scores of State Health De-: 
partment employes are partially 
paid by Federal funds. 

Early this year Dr. Stewart was 
accused by the U. S. Civil Service 
Comission of “sharing the re- 
sponsibility and participating in 
the coercion of Health Depart- 
ment employes to make politicai 
‘contribiitions” to the 1942 Repub- 
lican, campaign, a violation of the 
‘Hatch act. ‘ 

Accuses City Administration 


McGurk also urged Philadel- 
phians to “‘see what has happened} 
in confection with the $18, 100,000 | 
bond cob issued by authority of! 


the people. in 1941 for improve-} 
ment of Bhiladelphia’s water Sys-| 
tem.” a h 
_ He actw§&d city officials of 
‘“frittering @Way more than $850,- 
000. of. the jOney making pre- 
liminary surveys.” 
\__ “Mayor Samuel,” said McGurk, 
ited a new com-!) 


“has now app 
mission to studysthe water situa-/! 
} 


tion: All he ds do is dust off 
some of the more than 50-year-|, 
old reports that) have been ac- 
cumulating dust,” \ 
High Wage Tax | 

He estimated: «that taxpayers 
“earning any sort of a decent 
wage” are paying between $35 
and $50 annually in wage taxes. 

“These people are not getting 


peontinve Petal 4 me Same old! 
'gang back in,to office” Gurk' 
“said. ’ MP } 


Bo 


janything for this morey, but they|' ‘st 


y fo Stud 
valer Supp 


Sullivan Chairman 
Of Group That Will 


-Recommend Steps 
Gats : : of 7 i 
“Mayor Bernard Samuel yesterday 
aounced the names of 20 mem- 
‘8 of a Water Corhmission created 
hae study all available data on the 
city’s water situation and to make 
recommendations for steps to be 
taken in the future. 

Ernest V. D. Sullivan, president 
of the Terminal Warehouse Co. and 
consultant in this area for the Fed- 
eral Surplus Property Commission, 
‘Was named chairman, and Samuel 
‘H. Rosenberg, executive secretary to 
| the Mayor, was designated as sec- 
“retary. | 
WILL REVIEW ALL DATA 
__ Mayor Samuel asserted that’ the 
dew commission would review all 
‘Previous recommendations for the 

improvement of Philadelphia’s water 
supply; examine data in the Depart- 
ment of Public Works files and all 
“othe: reports and estimates rélative, 

Ss inquiry,” and, with the, aid of 
«tical advisers, make final rec- 
_% nendations for approval -or. dis- 
(@Pproval at the polls, probably in 
1946, = 


) 


in stressing that he felt the com- 
Mission should- make its own al-. 
jlernative suggestions, he declared 
that the body should: 

“First, set. forth in detail what’ 
could be expected from the improve- 
Ment of the present source of sup-_ 
ply, in adequate quantity and qual- | 
\ity of water required by the city, | 
‘showing its cost. 


‘SOURCE OF SUPPLY | 
| Second, give a recommended) 


Source or sources of supply outside 
Rneity, showing the cost, the quan- 
itity and quality of water which 
‘could be received from them, and 
the methods sugkested to finance 
the undertakings.” 
_ He added that the commission, 
in determining “whether or not an 
mproved present water source 
ould insure a better quantity and 
i ‘Of water required by the 
‘Sh2uld consider “the improved 
teased facilities in pumping 
1ons,, filtration _plants and ex- 
tended distribution being under- 
taken in the current $18,000,000 
ey Service project.” 
K DELAYED BY WAR 
le project was authorized sev- 
years ago, but work on it has 
nm delayed by the war. 
| Mayor Samuel further stated that 
be “has in mind the preparation of 
‘a definite program, to be known as 
(the Philadelphia Plan for the Im- 
provement of its Water Supply,” 
Said he wished to “re-empha- 
Size the importance of the project, 
the 
hued on Page 2, Column 5 


its bearing on the future’ of) 
city. ; a 


he project, he said, “is part of 


4 
4 


City Names Body 
lo Study Water 


Continued From First Page, 


our post-war plan, and no time 
should be lost in the preparatior 
and execution of plans that wil 
establish our place permanently as 
@ leader in industry and commerce 
and improve living conditions in ou 
city.” 


OTHER MEMBERS OF GROUP : 

Other members of the water sui 
vey commission are: i 

John H. Neeson, Director of Put; 
lic Works; Martin J. McLaughlii. 
chief of the Bureau of Water; Fran 
F. Truscott, City Solicitor; Freder’ * 
D. Garman, president of City Cour 
cil; Councilman Phineas T. Gree! ; 
Judge Grover C. Ladner, Robert } 
Remmey, Jr., of Richard C. Ren’ 
mey Son Co.; Lee Ellmaker, put 
lisher Daily News; Gilbert J. Krau' 
vice president; and generalscounse.', 
Philadelphia Record; Robert Mc- 
Cay Green, assistant general man- 
ager, The Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Also, Herbert W. Goodall, presi- 
dent, Tradesmens National Bank; 
William H. Harmon, président, Wil- 
liam Sellers & Co.; Joseph Burke, 
president, Building and Construc- 
tion Trades Council of Philadelphia 
and Vicinity; James H. Allen, exec- 
utive secretary, Interstate Commis- 
sion on the Delaware River Basin; 
Earle N. Barber, president, Phila~ 
delphia Real Estate Board; George 
Cushing, president, United Busi- 
ness’s Association; Thomas Mal- 
lon, regional director, American 
Federation of Labor, and Harry 
Block, president, Philadelphia In- 
dustrial. Union Council. 


“ find itself studying the quantity 
#: well as the quality of water that 
can be taken by the city from the 


Delaware and Schuy-sill. And in past 


reperts it can get plenty of instruc-, 


tion on how. to avoid going wrong on 
the amount that will be needed. 

A Water Commission that reported 
in 1924 put Mae average daily con- 
sumption at that time at 325,000,00° 
gallons end estimated that in 1975 the 
figurs would be 500,000,000. 

But in 1944, 20 years later, the con- 
sumption averaged only 320,000,000 
gallons a da’. Summer conservation 
campaigns have been effective, but 
the savings from them have probably 
been more than offset by increased 
demands of war indugfries. One thing 
the 1924 Commission may have over- 
looked is the saving possible through 
detecting and stopping underground 
leaks. The late:t pitometer survey is 
credited with saving 2,700,000 gallons 
a day. 

Another way to & wrong is to 
overestimate the city’s future growth. 
A survey in 1914 predicted a, popula- 
tion of 3,095,000 in 1956—leaving over 
a million to go in the present decade, 
Statistics like that easily build up a 
false case for acquiring additional 
sources.” 

The firm of engineers that advised 
the city in 1940 believed that with 
proper conservation measures, in- 
cluding universal metering, the pres- 
ent sources were adequate for a popu- 
lation of 2.500.000.  “/ & 


Philadelphia Water Department 
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‘Because Treatment PI 


_ By LEEDS MOBERLEY : 
“About the best thing you can 
say for Philadelphia's present wa- 
ter source. S) that it isn’t as bad 
as Chester‘s. 

Chester, which draws its sup- 


ply from the Delaware River, has 
all the pollution we have to con- 
tend with, plus the. 400,000,000 
galions of sewage we discharge 
every day. : 

But some of our sewage goes 
into our. own pipes, too. Our only 
‘Jsewage treatment plant, on the 
‘Delaware River at Wheatsheaf 
jla., is so obsolete and.run down 
jthat it is only about 20 percent 
‘\efficient. It spews an estimated 
60,000,000 to 65,000,000 gallons of 
raw sewage daily within tidal 
jrange of the Torresdale intake. 
|Chief Pollution Source 


| There is no way of calculating 
just how much of that discharge 
actually goes into our drinking 
water supply. Ellwood J. Turner, 
chairman of the Interstate Com- 


Basin’ (Incodel), and Judge 
Grover C. Ladner, president of 
the Schuylkill Valley Restoration 
Association, declare it represents 
the chief source of pollution at 


jthan all other sources combined. 
City engineers, reluctant to be 
‘|quoted, admit privately that “un- 
‘{der extreme conditions some sew- 
‘lage goes past the intake.” Sev- 
eral years ago the Water Bureau 
_jreleased floats at Wheatsheaf la. 


would carry them. About half of 
‘|those released at low tide went up 
‘ipast ‘Torresdale. 


'|Upland Source Considered 


| There has been talk of going 
upland for a new, uncontami- 
nated source.ever since the first 
waterworks was built on the 
banks of the Schuylkill at the be- 
ginning of the 19th century. In 
fact, it started even before that, 
for Benjamin Franklin in his will 
proposed—at a time when the 
citizens still were taking their wa- 
lter from wells—that the city im- 
ound the waters of the Wissa- 
-thiekon as a source of supply. 
'‘|Dozen Surveys Made 
. As the pollution of the rivers 
increased and the dosage of chlor- 
ine to combat the heavy bacteria 
"}eontent became greater and great- 
‘er, Philadelphians became more 
jjand more convinced that in the 
‘|not-too-distant future they would 
‘have to tap a new, distant source, 
however costly it might be. 
| There have been no less than 
a dozen surveys and various proj- 
jects ranging in cost up to $300,- 
000,000. Some advocated going to 
‘the Poconos, some the Perkiomen, 
some the Neshaminy, some the 
upper. Delaware. ‘ 
‘| As recently as 1939 Incodel rec- 
yommended that the city discon- 
tinue drawing water from the 


mission on the Delaware River 


the Torresdale intake — greater}is now undergoing a Court test 


to see how far upstream the tide} 


ae 


plants at all, and the downstream 
towns feel it is unfair under the 
circumstances. to make them in- 
stall additic»al facilities. 

The Board has<taken the posi- 
tion that it cannot order the up- 
river towns to build sewage. treat- 
ment works as long as*mine acids 
are being discharged from the 
coal wrkings, And although the 
cleanu§ program calls for thc’ 
eliminavon of silt from the mine 
discharges, no practicable method 
has been found thus far from 
eliminating the acids. 


Judge Ladner’s Opinions 


Whether Reading and the other 
communities below it finally build 
secondary treatment plants or 
not, Judge Ladner for one be- 
lieves the Schuylkill will become 
reasonably pure once more sim- 
ply with the dredging out of the 
silt. With the channel cleaned out 
the river: will carry a correspond- 
ingly greater amount of water. 
That in turn will mean a smaller 


further reduced by the natural 
“aeration” of the water itself. 
Meanwhile, Philadelphia is pre- 
paring at last to clean up its sew- 
age. A sewrr rental plan designed 
to fineace “a $42,000,000 program 


and if it is uphew-~as city offi- 
cials seem confident *it will be— 


erendum this year to authorize a 
self-liquidating loan. : 


Calls for Thorough Treatment 


The program calls for complete 
treatment 


ably 90 percent of all solids. The 
Northeast (Wheatsheaf la.) treat- 
ment plant is to be modernized 
and ~ spanded. and new plants are 
to ‘Suilt on the lower Schuyl- 
kill : lower Delaware Rivers: 

Primary treatment vaill.be by 
sedimentation, which emove 
about 30 percent of the solids. An 
aerating process will remove the 
suspended matter which does not 
settle out. 

While the removal of silt and 
the treatment of sewage are 


cleaning up the raw water supply, 
the waterworks will be, 
bringing impro ethods - of | 
treatment for our king ~wa- 


ter, which, it is. promised, prob- 
ably will permit a.much ‘smaller 
dosage of chlorine and in any 
case eliminate the present objec- 
tionable tastes and odors. 
That being the case, 
Ladner declarggei | 
diculous. to s $300,000,000' to! 
bring water doWn from the Poco-! 
nos when’we'll have water just as) 
good flowing right past our 
doors,” 


Turner’s Ideas Similar 
Turner expressed similar senti- 


Judge 
would be “Yi- 


ments in a recent article in the’ 
Realtors 
the Ph 


gazine, published by 
Iphia Reali EHstate 


|Schuylkill, which because of the|Board. He‘ said it seemed “ab- 


‘imine wastes clogging its bed is 
even more polluted than the Dela- 
|waré. 


‘|Mayor Promised Commission 
And in his inaugural address a 
ilyear ago Mayor Samuel said: 
4 “The people of Philadelphia 
have a right, if they so desire, to 
receive a supply of water drawn 


from the Delaware and Schuylkill 
rivers, regardless of whether or 


The commission has not been 
appointed and, with present pros- 
pects for cleaning up the two 
vers, together with the pe 
,000,000 modernization o 
«temporarily 
‘by the war), it loo 
of a costly new 
Quist} ee ee 


surd for the city to even consider 
spending anywhere from $100,- 
000,000 to $300,0000,000 to obtain 
water 
shed at this time.” 


from a mountain water: 


“The final product will not he! 


from upland sources rather tharp 


‘ater 


Ge 


storage 
against a possible major, break-} 
down which could conceivably oc-}, 
cur in even the most modern and 


well-kept plant—is only two and 
one-h, ays’ supply. 
Water 


Lower Neshaminy Creek would 
be dammed to create a storage 
basin of 11,400,000,000 gallons ca- 
pacity, into which the Delaware! 
water would be pumped. Con} 
duits from*the dam would carry) 
water to the Torresdale filters on| 


_|the Delaware andthe Queen 
the voters will be asked at a ref. pumping station of the Schur 


damming the Perkiomen Cre 
Green la. to make another réger-| 
voir of 30,000: 


y 

of all Philadelphia’s|/inally, tered water basin: in| 

sewage, which will remota: oe on would provide storage 
than 100 days’ supply—of finished | 


mains, 


te 


Is Obsolete 


| | 


noticeably better,” he said, ‘al- 
though it will be materially more} 
costly.” | 


But however delicious the city | 


water may beceme as a result of 
all the projects now in prospect,: 
there is one problem that may! 
some 
a new source or at least a sup-; 
plementary supply. That is stor-; 
age. He 


Way force the acquisition of: 


At thf present time the city’s} 
capacity — its reserve} 


ureau Has Plan 
In case some future administra- | 


tion decides it wants to invest in 
additional capacity, 
Bureau has a plan, which would 
cost somewhere between $75,000,- 


-and $100,000,000: It calls for 
pumping station on the 
River at Yardley, above 


ri . * Trenton and above the tidal in- 
degree of pollution, which will be Aaance: 


the Water| 


In combination with that,, the 


Ja. 
iH, 
In addition, thesplan cal 


,000,000,000 -gallons——more’ 


~ 
- 


ready to be piped'into the 
Zo GILL. ¥e "| 


Water Plan 
Oprgsed. 


5 
More than 300° TRER 4/; 46 
sh &m_ township, Montgomery 


\county, organized last night to fight 


‘a program for supplying Philadel- 
/phia. with clean water from the 
‘Poconos. : 

Gathered in the Prospectville 
‘school building, Horsham township, 
‘they set up a group with Fred 
‘Fowles, of the Horsham Township 
‘School Board, as president, and 
{contributed $7500 to start the fight 
against the Wallpack Bend project 
ot the Philadelphia Water Commis- 
jon. 


‘WOULD INUNDATE LAND 


Their objection was that the proj- 
ect would require the construction 
of a reservoir‘in adjoining Warring- 
ton township, Bucks county,; which 
would inundate about 4400 acres ot 
{land in Horsham township. © This, 
according to Mr. Fowles, would rep- 
resent about 40 percent of the 
township. / | 

The _ project contemplated py 
Philadelphia, and which will be 
submitted for: the approval of the 
electorate at the approaching 
primary elections, calls for the con- 
struction of a reservoir to gather in 
the waters of the Upper. Delaware 
River watershed in the Poconos, 
thence to conduit the water to the 
Warrington - Horsham reservoir, and 
finally to pipe uncontaminated water 
into Phifadelphia. eee 

Mr. wiles said last night the 
" “qship would lose about  one- 

~ its tax incdme, the township 
ors losing $4000 a vear and 
rol board losing $11,000 a 


If a Fish Flops Out of Your Spigot—So What? 


It's ‘Harmless — or So Water Bureau Says 


1 -Yes, the Water Bureau admit- 
ted yesterday, fish do get into the 
‘|water mains sometimes. 

But think nothing of it. 

If one comes popping out of 
your spigot, just. toss it in the 


another of Philadelphia’s many 
blessings. 

Our finny friends came from 
‘\the East Park reservoir, 33d and 
|Diamond sts. And far from being 
any menace, said Lyle L. Jenne, 
sanitary engineer for the Water 
Bureau, “they help to keep the 
yater purified by eating small 
éugs and insects.” 


“No Peril,” He says 


(|. “Neither the live fish nor the 
‘\dead fish need cause any con- 
,jcern,” he declared reassuringly, 
»}“and they do not constitute any 
hygienic peril. — j 
“Occasionally, however, these 


A Constructive’ Move 


Mayor Samuel's appointment of a 20- 
member Water Commission is a welcome and 
constructive step toward obtaining some- 
thing this city has wanted for many years, a 


better water supply. 


The Mayor, has mapped out a method of 
procedure for,the new board that gives prom- 
ise, for the first time, of definite action to 


improve the quality of our 


and to insure a supply adequate for our grow- 


ing needs. 


The Commission’s task is two-fold. It will 
set forth what can be expected in improved 
quality and quantity, from the present 
sources, the Delaware and the Schuylkill 


Rivers. It will, in addition, 


. most suitable source outside the city, giving 


details as to the costs. 


Philadelphia has had a'succession of Com- 
missions, stringing back over the years, that 
have investigated the water situation and re- 


ba | 


‘|these immediate parts. ° 


i} 
“almost. invariably . 


U. S. Public Health Se. vice.” 
‘Samples From 38 Points 


show any menace 0 
health.” 


F ‘iar, 
the City Bureau and ai‘) t’ 

lFederal agencies whic 

these rer rts,” he adde , 


fish are a nuisance in that they 
plug up meters—and then, of 
course, they are removed.” 

And another thing: Apparently 
the dead ones are not victims of 
the chlorinated water. At any 


garbage can and give thanks for:rate, Jenne said they “usually 


die. of injury or starvation.” 
Anyway, the dead ones are found 
only “in rare instances,” he said. 
Jenne’s discourse on the pisca- 
torial content of the Schuylkill 
cocktail was prompted by a prom- 
inent physician’s charge that 
raw, polluted water must be get- 
ting into the mains. 
Charge by Dr. Doane 


The accuser was Dr. Joseph C. 
Doane, medical director of Jewish 
Hospital and professor of clini- 
cal medicine at Temple Univer- 
sity School of Medicine. He was 
one of four medical authorities 


HARMLESS els Reg ome 


\}water; the only further ;treat-| for a public water su; 
ment the water is given before} cording to Lyle L. Jenny 
‘ibeing piped°to the consumers is| tary engineer of the — 
«ja dose of chlorine. The reservoir, ; 
‘jincidentally, has long been recog- 
nized as the béSt fishing spot in| organisms which cause 


Jenne vigorously defended the 
city water from the standpoint free from odors and prefer 
of public health. He repeated the 
\\familiar argument that the re- 
{sults of daily laboratory tests are fo 
ov for’--su- 


“Samplings are mad. from 38 
different points and J .nne said: 


” 7 
\“There has not been recent dey cont. 
jyears any sampling tt would) yonne said there has..% 


“Each week there is F compila- 
‘\tion of the daily result‘* and the| ~ 
reports are sul nitted to 


who participated in a panel dis- 
cussion of the water situation 


tas ab aT 


ported their 


None of 


the Mayer. 


drinking water 


We want 


recommend the 


for Better Water 


now gathering dust on City Hall shelves. 


tackled the problem in the same way that the | 
new agency. 


picture in Philadelphia will be examined by. 
the members, with the assistance of tech- 
nical advisers, and their conclusions and ree- 
ommendations will be turned over to the peo-, 
ple, for their approval or disapproval, at the 
polls, probably in 1946. : 


than we are now supplied. Whether to rely’ 
‘on existing sources or to abandon them for) 
an upland supply has been argued back and} 
forth for generations. The new Commission’ 


over Station WCAU Friday eve- 
ning. 

Dr. Doane said he didn’t think 
water so full of sludge and slime 
was. fit to drink. He said the 
presence of so much dirt, togeth-]. 
er with the occasional dead fish,|, 
“means that somewhere, some-]}: 
how, direct access to supply lines}: 
of river water or reservoir water}. 
has taken place.” And he added:}, 

‘Tf this is the case, it would 
seem possible that from time to). 
time dangerous contamination ex- 
ists; ete 
Denies Contamination 

Jenne confirmed that reservoir 
water—not river water—is drawn 
into the mains at times oi heavy 
demand, such as the recent hot}- 
spell, but denied that it is con-|! 
taminated. i 

The East Park Reservoir is anj} 
open storage basin for filtered); 


Continued on Page 2, Column 2. 


~~ 


AY 


findings in ha reports, all 


those prior boards, however, 


plans, under instructions from 
All sides of the water supply | 


| 


better water and move water! 


should produce the facts on which the people 


interest. - 


r 


These are the requ 


Bureau: ° 
“1. That it shall co 


“2. That it shall be sparkling 
clear and colorless... 
“3. That it be good. 


cool. 
“4, That it be reasonably 


rming nor corrosive. 


gen sulphide and objection 
minerals such as iron an¢ 


ganese. 
“7, That it be plentiful 


any recent sampliz 
would show aniiy 
liv health’ 

og 
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“5, That it be neither scale- 


“6, That it be free from ob: | 
rior to the standarjs of the] jectionable gas such as hy j 


menace to, Pl 7 


te 


will be able to make their own decision. Its | 
findings will be looked forward, tg with keen | 
si - Pia 


Director of Public Works Martin J. 
McLaughlin yesterday termed “en- 
tirely wrong” charges by Dr. Joseph 
A. Langbord, Democratic candidate 
‘| for Coroner, that raw, contaminated 


‘| water was being pumped into the 
_| city’s water supply system, 
The city official said similar 
‘| charges were made last spring and 
.| disproved at that time. 
Allegations -by the .Democratic 
candidate that filter beds were 
blocked ‘by silt and that the Queen 
Lane. station was frequently by- 
passed for the same reason also were. 
denied by the city official. : 
“Dr. Langbord is entirely wrong,” 
said Mr. McLaughlin. “All the water 
in our distribution system is filtered 
and chlorinated. No raw water is 
used, : By 
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Opening his campaign for Coro- 
ner on the Democratic ticket, Dr. 
Joseph <A. Langbord last night 
contaminated 
water” is being pumped directly into 
the city’s water supply system from 
the Schuylkill and Delaware River.” 

In a broadcast to the voters, Dr. 


| 


Co the Editor: 

I read with personal interest 
in The Record of the Committee 
cf Seventy’s criticism of the delay 
in proceeding with the expendi- 
ture of the $18,000,000 loan for 
the rehabilitation of the city’s 
particularly the 
statement that qualified authori- 
ties have advised them that “for 
some time material 
available for certain important 
phases of the work.” 

I belieye I am a “qualified au- 
thority” on this subject. My firm! 
is performing a contract for -cer- 
tain work in this connection at 
Lardners Point Pumping Station. 
This contract was to have been) 
completed in October, 1944. 
is not yet completed. The reason) 
in a nutshell is that the AA-3 

riority granted to the city of 

hiladelphia js practically worth- 
less. The vender is just not per- 
mitted to sell. . 

If the Committee‘ of Seventy is 
really interested, let.it use its 
efforts to obtain an AA-1 priority 
for the water program and the 
approval of the 

ommission to release men for 
this work, . 

Much of this rehabilitation pro- 
gram is the replacement or en- 
largement of the existing system,) 
and the importance of -non-inter- 
ference with the present water! 
supply is the real hazard that 
prevents the prosecution o 
work unless every piece of ma- 
terial is 
diate), 


either on hand’ or imme- 


aiting 20 weeks 
) CO! 


charged that “raw, 


Langbord declared that he 


discovere 


for the same reason. 


has_ been! 
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Priorities Del ay Water S ysten 


|. The $8000-a-yedr post doesn’t 


until. then was chief, was made 


‘| state on the “best of authority” that 
the U. S. Public Health Service, 
following an inspection of the Phil- 
adelphia »waterworkers last spring, 
that raw water was being 
used “without filtration at the Tor- |’ 
resdale plant because some of the 
filter beds were hlocked up by silt 
| and sludge.” % 
THER FILTERS BY-PASSED 


*“T can State on equally good aus", 
| thority,” he added, “that the Queen 
| Lane filters are frequently by-passed 


‘Director of Public Works to suc- 
cee 


THE MAIL BAG2- 


No Bath, No Beverage 


From City Water Supply 
To the Editor: 

This very evening, when I 
had finished dinner, I went up- 
stairs Intent on taking a bath. 
I, went into the ‘bathroom and, 
started the water. I then went 
to my bedroom with the idea 
of preparing myself for a lux- 
urious hour in the tub. Upon 
re-entering the bathroom, the 
odor was almost unbearable., 
And, because of the stench of 
this liquid, which,our fair City 
Council insists is water, I wen 
without a bath. | ee | 

I. stopped drinking this” 
“WATER.” Now I ask you, 
must I also stop -bathing? 
Anyone who values their sking 
has no alternative. “a 


“4 LOVER OF LINE: 


City Hall Has Trouble Finding 
An ”$8000-5-Year™ Executive 


The city administration is hav- salary of $10,000 a year. 
ing trouble filling the job of| “I don’t see how I can get a 
Water Bureau chief. '-|eompetent man under $9000,” 
McLaughlin complained yestey- | 
day. “Philadelphia’s waterworks 
system probably is the most com-, 
plicated in the country. Its head) 
must be both an engineer and an! 
administrator. He really ought 
to get $10,000. Other cities pay 
$12,000, $15,000 and even $25,000 
for similar jobs.” eae, 

Some years ago the director got 
$12,000, and the chiefs of bureaus 
in the Public Works Department, 
including water, got $10,000. ‘Phe 
late Mayor S. Davis. Wilson 
lopped $2000 off each of those 
“Jobs when he took office in 1936. 


‘pay enough, it seems. Director 
Public Works Martin J. Mc- 
saughlin is dickering with a man 
‘who gets $9000 in private indus- 
try, ‘and won't switch for less. 
*So*the place still is vacant, 
after nearly seven weeks. Last 
tember 6 MeLatighlin, who 


the late John H. Neeson. 
Since then McLaughlin really has 
been doing the work of his old 
and new jobs foi the director's 


City Still Lackseo? 
Water. SPER 


| Since the elevation of Martin J. 
| McLaughlin “from chief of the 
| Bureau,of Water to-Director of Pub- 
lic Works, no successor has been 
nominated: and-Mr. McLaughlin said 
yesterday. that ‘he had no one to| 
recommend: 
- ‘Mr. MeLaughlin, who:became de- 
partment head foilowing the death 
|of John H. Neeson,. said the $8000, 
| salary is inadequate to, attract men 
| with administrative and engineering 
ability. “He ‘added he thought the 
| salary should he raised to $9000. a 


could 


“The water is dosed with chlorine 
—but if iy and filtration are 
not adequate, how much good does 
chlorine alone do? That is how safe 
the water is that you’re getting from 
the Republican machine. It isn’t fit 


“of water, he 
Nf violates every 
duct served 
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THE NEWS BEHIND TE 
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Isaac D. Levy, chairman of the 
board of the WCAU Broadcasting 
Company, urged Philadelphia citi- 
zens to support his radio crusade 
for better drinking water by writ- 
ing letters and cards to Mayor 


Bernard Samuel .demanding im- 
Mediate action on purification 
measures. His plea was made in 


an address over WCAU last Fri- 
day night. 

- Levy’s campaign, which has been 
almost completely ignored by news- 
papers here, “Has been — steadily 
gaining supporters. Following his 
broadcast last week the station 
was swamped with telephone calls 

, and mail. 

In his talk last Friday . night 
Levy declared “it is the duty of 
the Mayor to convene with Coun- 
cil and effect legislation to remedy 
the water condition. From previous 
reports he has all the necessary 
data. It was’ unnecessary to~ap- 
point another committee. The 
water sources from which we 
could receive excellent water have 
n’t change since previous repoxs 
were made. a 

The complete text of Mr. Levyé 
address follows: 

On May the first f told you that | 
WCAU urges end, if necessary, in- 
tends to comjel the public officials 
to give the-people of the city of 
Philadephia the best drinking 
watsr obtainable. In that talk I 
Poitted out to the Mayor, the city 
counei] and the members of th 
committee, whom the Mayor ap- 
Poitted, how the necessary legal 
me¢Chanism could be set up-in thir- 
ty doxs if they acted promptly. I 
Sent all of these gentlemen a copy 
-0f iny talk I want to inform the 
people who did not hear my pre- 
vious taj: that WCAU proposes to 


(Cyntinued on Page Two) 
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ISAA® D. LEVY 


Levy Asks Mayo 
Action On Clean 
CARSON TO QU. , 
TeesMay Bel | 


LevyRapsCommittee Delay 
Asks Quick Action ByMayor 


al “as 


Action To Place! 
Issue On Ballot 


-The radio crusade of Isaac -D.} 
Levy, chairman . of the WCAU 
Broadcasting Co., to provide. decent 
drinking water for Philadelphians 
went into high gear last Friday 
night when the radio executive 
blasted Mayor Samuel's plan for a 
referendum on the issue, 

Levy, who is conducting his cam- 
paign with little support from 
newspapers, charged that the peo- 
ple do not want a referendum on 
whether to “drink filthy or clean} 
water.” He stated that citizens 
‘want action, not “buck-passing. 

Levy urged the Mayor to consult 
immediately ‘with. city =e 


arrange loans with banking institu- 
tions. .and- start. -work on .the 
roject. Aa ie 
y The text of Levy’s speech follows: 
On May 18th, I spoke to ‘you 
(Continued on Page Nine) 


Ra FR Po tee 
| Phila. Water Plan 

¢ g-1g fe 
~ Called Impractical 


‘| Legal iifficulties in the Way of 
the Wallpack-Yardley plan for using 
the upper Delaware River as a source 
| for Philadelphia water make it im- 
practical. 
nal Robert L. Boyd, assistant secre- 
tary of the Lehigh Coal and Navi- | 
gation Co., so declared last night | 
fat the monthly meeting of the | 
| United Businessmen’s Association 
at the Sylvania Hotel: 
yd asserted that not only would 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania laws | 
assed in 1783 and prohibiting diver- | 
wf sion of river water have to be re-~ 
pealed, but that an interstate con- 
tract among New York, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania would have to be 
approved by Congress and the Army 
Engineers before the plan could be | 
put into effect. ED. — 


i ne 


SYR ee oe 


issue On Ballot 
(Continued from Page One) 


about the insistence of WCAU that 
the public officials of this city: per- 
form their sworn duty to. see that 
you are able to get a glass of de- 
cent drinking water instead of the 
;| filthy liquid that is now given to 
you, In that talk I reminded you 
of our promise to dramatize the 
condition of our city water in such 
a Manner that would awaken you 
to its perils, and also to stimulate 
the city officials to action for fear 
of. your condemnation of their in- 
activity, of their incompetence, or 
worse. ae 
_ Recently I received a letter from 
Senator -George Wharton Pepper. 
Let me quote. from that letter. “I 
was delighted with your suggestion 


‘:jthat the function of the existing 


ee a ee 


i) SOurces and the other was the uti- 


committee is not to appoint an- 


“| other committee but ta get busy: 


itself. If you are driven to the -‘big 
bottle’ experiment, I hope to be on 
hand to see demonstration but 
Should like to be excused from 
drinking anything but out-of-town 
water!” 

Mr. Mayor, if you force us to 
act, it will be your fault. 

Mayor Bernard Samuel complet- 
ed the unexpired term of Mayor 
Lamberton, then was elected to 
the oce of Mayor, and has been_in 
that office for a total of 45 months. 
He has been in politics for 35 years 
or more and was a member of city 
council for a long timé, He knows 
all about our water condition, 

In response to the letters that 
you sent him condemning’ our 
water situation and asking him to 
stop fooling around and do some, 
thing about “it, he replied to some 
of you that his appointed commit- 
tee is engaged in preparing two 
plans for the people to vote on.’ 
Qne was the improved use of Iocal 


jlization of upland sources. He 
} ‘tated in that letter that while 
; phere have been reports by other 
| water committees in the past, that 
: . is the first time the voters wil! 


;paa@ve an_opportunity to express 


f 


their preference in a clearly de- 
fined referendum. If it was neces- 
< Sary to have a referendum, why 
“was it that every candidate who 
has run for the office of Mayor 


‘(| during my memory has gone out 


of his way to promise—to remedy 
the .water condition of this city? 
Does Mayor Samuelthink that 
after being in office for 45 month: 
;|that the best he can now offer i: 
a referendum? Shades of Rip Van 
Winkle! 

| Duty and_ Responsibility 

When you elected Mr. Samue! 
the Mayor of this city, you en 
trusted him with a duty and thc 
responsibility of correcting this 
water. situation. The . Mayor ha 
decided not to. assume this respon- 
sibility , himself. Very few people 
like to assume responsibility. It is 
easier to appoint committees and. 
usually .nothing happens. This is 
called. passing the buck. It is born 
of laziness .and fear. If only pub 
lie officials could learn that 
-| straight, clear thinking and harc 
work produce results. So many are 
afraid of imaginary shadows, lister 
to whispers, wink a wise eye and 
look in all directions before. they 
dare tell you it) ’a nice day. It is 
up to the Mayc te determine how 
and,. whileswe..disagrec 


Our form of go 
its faults, but | : 
‘government on earth. 
“Since 1917, the people of __e city 
of New York have béen receiving 
their water from the Catskili 
‘Mountains. It is very good water. 


The people like it. They do not 
mind spending a few extra pennie: 
for it. The public officials of the 
City of New York acted promptly 
They had no referendum. They dic 
not bother ‘about appointing com 
mittee after committee. The peo: 
ple of the city of New York acted 
and you will be rewarded by the 
gratitude of the people of this city 
for generations to come, 

For the referendum, . Mr. Mayor 


to\the people. We are not trying t 
embarrass you, so we are going tr 
make a sporting proposition. I 
you insist of the referendum, rela- 
and take until September ist of 
this ‘year to present to the peopl. 
the information you will give them 
You neglected to state to the peo 
ple to whose letters you repliec 
whether or not you expect to hold 
this referendum in\ November. Dc 
you? If so, the people are entitled 
to know it. You promised in you: 
letter, Mr. Mayor, that this admin. 
istration “is determined to settle 
the problem once and for all.” but 
you didn’t say when. 

Time to get Busy 

Mr, Mayor, as we have said be 
fore, we have no desire to drama- 
tize this situation, and we will re 
sort to it only if you do not act 
If you.want to get this referendum 
on the November ballot, if that is 
your desire, you had better ‘get 
busy. If it does not appear on this 
ballot} the’ people may very weli 
ask you where you have been and 
what you have been doing for th 
past 51 months. By November 
you will have served as Mayor 5° 
months. We are determined to figh‘ 
for good water until we obtain it 
If the people fight hard enough fo? 
anything, they get what they want 
It is only when they do not carc 
enough to fight that they are com 
pelled to accept water of the char 
acter this city offers, : 

The committee the Mayor ap 
pointed, through _ its chairman 
Ernest V. D. Sullivan, stated that 
in the shortest. possible time you 
will be offered a chance to vote or 
whether you want to continue tc 
receivé the water you are now get- 
ting from the present heavily pol 
luted sources or from new sources, 
A sub-committee was appointed. 
as I knew it would be, to receive 
advice from competent engineers 
to be selected immediately. Im. 
mediately means promptly; it 
means no time shall lapse; it 
means now. In the past, engineer: 
have taken months and years to 
prepare their reports. All the in 
formation they can acquire is al- 
ready on file. We will not be. satis. 
fied with pigeon-holed, delayed re- 
ports. 

Mr. Herbert -W. Goodall, the 
chairman of the sub-committee, is 
president of the Tradesmen’s Na- 
tional Bank. How long do you 


think it. would take him to decide |} 
whether or.not a loan should bé|- 


granted to an applicant? Mr. Good. 
all, get your 
promptly, just as you. would 


your own business affairs. Showy 
the public you are a mah of sta: 
ture and also that you are intere sh 
ed in giving theia their birthright 


Prefer Clean: Water 


Let me.read *o. you a paragta: ri 
of an address délivered ‘by Edgar 


W. Baird, Jr.,.the city treasurer 


| Philadelphia, before the Lingleg. 


you . promised certain informatior. 


‘and how. full of mud they are?” 


* from sources int shich 
is being dumped the sewege and 
industrial wastes of not only, our 

own community, but that of mean, 

other towns and cities, ywen Wwith- 

in a comparatively few? miles of 

Philadelphia and at the lowest 

comparable per capita costs, we 

have a source of pure, clean water, - 
finer than any other city in Amer- 

ica enjoys today. It’s because the, 
citizens of . Philadelphia have’ not 

strongly enough indicated that 

they. would: prefer clean, sparkling 

mountain water to the highly 

chlorinated product they now ve- 

ceive and. that they are willing and 

anxious to pay the price fér it.” 

- Now, Mr. Baird is our city treas- 

urer, He is a public official, his 

statement is no different from the 


ing wate n 


statements of all other candidates | 


for Mayor. You, Mr. Mayor, said 
the .same thing many. times. WCAU 
sponsors . no, particular water 
source..We. want good water and 
we do not eare where it comes 
from, but it must be the best ob-— 
tainable. Pay a few pennies more 
for water -and pay less to the doe- 
tor. 

The Mayor and city council, and 
certain politicians, may be satisfied 
with our water, If so, they can 
have all of it as far as -we are 
concerned. If they are satisfied 
with it, however, why is City Hall 
loaded with bottled water, which 
they drink and for which thd.eiti-: 
zens of this city pay? Everybody 
can’t afford bottled water. The doc- 
trine will do for the rich, but jot 
far the poor. er 

What shortsighted people are 
our executives! Don’t they realize. 
how much it would help the city 
just to have good drinking water? 

Do you people in this city rea- 
lize how corroded your pipes are 


= 


How many of you have driven’: 
through the parkway when ye 
were almost. suffocated by the 
stench of the Schuylkill River? 
That comes from your water. ~ 
Will Hold Forums ; 

in the near future, WOAU ins 
tends* to hold forums, at which - 
time the various people-who are 
acquainted with the water prob- 
lem and prominent physicians will 
be invited to inform you, over this 
Station, about the condition of our 
water and how it affects your 
health, 4 

Mr. Mayor, you have suggested 
the referendum, but it is not too 
late for you to Start over again. 


You <: big enough to change your 


min Call in. your city engineers 
Who know all about the water con- 
dition: then consult with our lead- 
ing \bankers ‘and arrange for a 
loan. This could. be done in no 
time. It is as Simple as that. You 
have as much information now as 
you will ever get. The People don’t | 
want a referendum. They want you 
to act now. Mr. Mayor, don’t you. 
hear the bugle? ach 


ee 


committee to act} 


7% 


ia, was an issu 


delph 

way back in 1899. eu 
The Record on Friday published a facs 
simile of part of the front page of the des 
funct Philadelphia Times, dated - March 297) 
of that year=47 years ago. { 
A Grand Jury with “power to act at once” | 
was to take up the question of foul water. I 
The automobile. has developed since from | 
an experiment to an industry. The airplane | 
has grown up. Two world wars have beeii ; 


fought. The atom bomb has been invented. | 
' 


But Philadelphia water remains the same 


i —an unholy chemical experiment. 


Why? Because we have had the kind of | 


} 


{thinking in city. government as exemplified 


Thursday by Public Works Director Martin 
J. McLaughlin. ; 
Before City Council’s Public Works Com- | 


| mittee, he stated that city engineers were 


opposed to a plan of the Lehigh Coal &| 
Navigation Company to bring pure water | 
here from its-property in the Poconos. i 
A new, unadulterated source of drinking 
water! What the city has needed for more 
lyears than the oldest inhabitants can re- 
;member. Many plans have been advanced 
duririg: the years. . { 

| The. chlorine cocktail is still with us. <' 
We do not know the merits of the coal 
| firm's proposal, which the company esti- 
mated would cost the city $142,000,000. } - 

But the point is that neither does Mc- 
Laughlin. f 

He objected to the project because: | 

“Our engineers. believe the cost would : | 
be millions and millions of dollars more 
than the company’s figures.” 

An engineer doesn’t talk that way. Not if 
i\he knows his business. The project may be | 
worthless. But if it is to be opposed it should | 
be for a good reason backed bv facts. 

No plan should be damned because: it 
will cost “millions.” 

Of course, a,new water supply will cost 
|millions. It can’t be had for a song. - | 
| This is the same kind of uninforrfed ob- 
|structionism that was employed to block | 
the construction of a depressed, ratleer than) 


\ 


}a surface, superhighway over Vine st. | 
It would cost too much! j 


How much is too much? : 
Way back in 1937, The Record showed | 
ithat Philadelphia could have pure, frestr 
water, that the cost would run about $190,- 
(000,000. Yes, that’s a large sum, AX: 
But it means, when transferred into non. 
| frightening terms, that the people could need 
pure water for only half a cent a,day yor" 
each adult. | 
| Is that too much? 
__ It is no coincidence that Philadelphia Was 
been burdened by Republican machine rule 
over all those years the people have bee , 
clamoring for good water—anq* not gets) 
ting it. : 
Millions were squandered on municipal 
white elephants. : 
But- now necessary improvements are ob- 
structed by the unsubstantiated cry—“They 
cost too much!” o) 
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POSTWAR AID. 


Says City Will Take | 


All Federal Funds 
It Can Get 


Reconp — §.-AG-4W 


Mayor Samuel, now eager 
70 «accept all the Federal} 
noney Philadelphia can -get,} 
scolded the Government yes- 
terday for its “hesitancy and|} 
delay” on postwar  publie 
works. EA 


Says City Has Program 

This city, he said, has plans f 
jan “extensive” program of i 
|provements. But much of the 
| program depends upon “substan- 
‘tial (Federal) financial aid” for 
an ‘early start. 

“The policy of my administra- 
tion,” he declared, “has been and 
will be to recommend to Council 
the acceptance of Federal funds 
for public works and improve- 
ments in Philadelphia if there 
are not. imposed requirements or 
conditions which are burdensome 
or prejudicial to the best inter- 
ests of the city.” 

Letter to Congressmen 


This statement—or _ restate- 
ment—of -the Mayor’s position 


was set forth inan 11-page letter 
addressed to Sen. Francis J. My- 
ers and the six Philadelphia Con- 
gressmen. : 

- The letter did not indicate what 
“conditions or requirements” he 
might consider burdensome or 
prejudicial. It was said unoffi- 
cially “he mearit any condition 
which would take away the city’s 
control over some municipal 4- 
cility, such as an airport, 4a.d 
place it under Federal control. 


Insists He Means It 


Nobody .could recall any in- 
stance in which the Government 
had imposed_ such control. 
Sources close to the Mayor, how- 
ever, insisted he was speaking 
in good faith and not merely try- 
ing to raise obstacles. one 

Samuel, as<a matter of fact, 
has said repeatedly since he be- | 
came Mayor that he would take 
all the Federal money that may | 
be made available to Philadel- 
phia. | 

His reaffirmation of that. policy | 
served to launch him on his fifth 
year in the Mayor’s office—the 
longest tenure of any incumbent 
since Rudolph Blankenburg 
(1911-16), ‘ 


In Answer to Query 


The letter, however, was in 
reply to a query addressed to 
him by Myers and the Congress- 
men on August 16. Seeking’ in- 
formation to guide them in’ *tot- 
ing on proposed Federal pubic 
works appropriations, they esked 
three questions: | 

“J. Will the city administra- 
tion continue to refuse in’ the| 


fut. ', as it has in.the past, to 
acc Federal funds for public 
7 improvements for this! 
i ? 


at public works projects 
planned as a cushion 
unemployment? How 
they be placed in oper- 
v mare Shey wey 

Yy Tt vvide 
uc! ‘win they 


» wholly fi 
land State fund 


eld Finance * 4 TN Bes, 

They presumably. in. min 
| the fact That Samuel was at icast 
partly responsible for the city’s 
rejection of Federal funds dur 
ing the depression. He was chair-\ 
nan of City Council's -Finance| 
Committee at the time, and one 
of the most influential men in| 
council. 

But the Mayor’s reply gave no 
hint of his one-time reluctance. 
Instead, he called for more and 
more Federal aid. The city, he 


| pointed to the City Planning 
| Commission’s preliminary pro- 


said, will be in a position to bor- 
row only about $57,000,000 -for 
public improvemenis. aside from 
those which are self-supporting. 
Highlights of his letter: 


Public Works Program: He } 


gram, recommending some $205,. 
000,000 worth of projects, includ- 
ing water works improvement, 
sewage disposal, extension of the 
Market st. subway and removal 
of the Chinese Wall. ‘ 

The .commission’s report, is- 
sued last fall, figured about $95,- 
00,000 worth of projects, provid- 
ing some 26,500,000 man-hours 
of work, could be started when- 


Council appropriat- 
700,000 in the 1944 
ot preparation of plans 
ations. Philadelphia 
t. $200,000 from a 
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$1,000,000 fund of the State Post- 
war Planning Commission. It 
also will obtain an as yet unde- 
termined amount from a $10,325,- 
000 appropriation to the State De- 
jpartment of Health and a $16,- 
500,000 appropriation to the De-| 
partment of Forests and Waters. 
(Some of the latter funds may be 
available for actual construction 
as well as planning of sewage 
disposal plants.) j 

By contrast, the Mayor com- 
plained that the city’s share of 
Federal funds available for plans 
will be only $200,000 to $250,000 
—which, unlike the gifts from 
the State, will have to be repaid. 

Sewage Disposal: Plans and 
specifications are completed for 
the first stages of the work. An 
$8,000,000 loan ordinance is pend- 
ing in City Council to provide 
funds for a start as soon as pri- 
;orities are obtained or wartime 


restriction on materials’ are re-: 


moved. The whole $42,000,000 pro- 
gram can be financed “if neces- 
sary” by the new sewer rent— 
assuming it is upheld by the Su- 
preme Court as it has been by 
the Commmon Pleas Court. 


though increased costs-in the in 
fering may require omg “addi- 
| tional ilieon¢ The ‘work ha 
!peen largely halted during the 
war, but contracts have just been 
signed for $90,000 worth of pipe- 
line mains. 

Bids for another $1,000,000 
worth of work, principally for: 
the reconstruction of the Lard- 
ner’s Point reservoir, “will be 
asked for immediately.” Bids will 
be invited on an additional: $3,- 
000,000. in September. 

Highways: Expenditures up to 
$12,600,000 a year are contem- 
plated, but most of this. will come 
‘from the State motor license 


together with: Fed 


Samuel Hits U. S. Delay 
On Program for Public Works; 


will be expensive and nothing wil 
happen. Mr. Mayor, yc “are -cap- 
able of a better setert thar’. this || 


| one. Go before this committee and 
tell them what you-know about our |f 
water from the information -on 

hand,-and tell them to recommend 
to you and to council that legal 
machinery be set up immediately 
to bring good water to our peonle. 
Mr. Mayor. you are capable of do- 
ing this job Go ahead ‘and do it 
9nd vou -will receive the applause, 
the thanks’ and the gratitude of al! 
the people of Philadelnhia, Yo. 
will be entitled to it, but you won’t 


| 


Federal, participation in airport i 
development. Money spent before 
that time might not be considered 
in any required matching of Fed- 

eral funds.” H 
Housing and Urban Redevelop- | 
ment: Steps are under way to 
set up a redevelopment authority, 
as a means of reclaiming blight-|| 
ed areas through private enter-’ 
prise..The Philadelphia Housing 

Authority has proposed a_ Six- 

year slum-clearance program 

calling for 19,500 new. low-rent 

‘homes. But “any extensive pro-. 
gram must be delayed until Fed-) 
eral policy has been determined | 
as to the terms upon which Fed- 
eral assistance will be provided. 

Schuylkill River Cleanup: “It 
is hoped you. will support the 
recommendation for Federal par- 
ticipation in dredging the lower 
river between Norristown and 
Fairmount. Dam when it comes 
up for action, as we hope it will 
in the next Rivers and Harbors 
bill.” The State is dredging 
above Norristown. 

United Nations.Capital:, Samue! | 
was one of the early backers of} 
the proposal, first broached by 
The Record, to .make Philadel- 
phia the headquarters of the 
postwar world security organiza- 
tion. To Myers and the Congress: | 
men he said: fae 

-“I, bespeak»-your active co- 
operation and support in further- 
ing Philadelphia's selection. The 
city will be prepared to provide a 
site or choice of sites we believe 
unequalled:” 

Cites Support of Park Plan 

The Mayor also ncted_ that 
Philadelphia “is energeticaily | 
supporting the proposal to create 
an historic national park in the} 
vicinity of Independence Hall.” | 

“To summarize,” the letter con- 
cluded, “Philadelphia was one of? 
the first major cities to prepare 
plans for an extensive postwar 
public works program and has 
plans as far advanced as »ossible 
within the limits of technical 
personnel. available outside of 


‘war agencies. ... ‘ 
ae ite the hesitagey and de. 


NOUGH TO 
FIX WATERWORKS 


War Forced Construction 
Costs Above Original 
City Estimate 


By LEEDS MOBERLEY H 
‘The «$18,000,000 ‘loan voted SO, 
hopefully six yéars' ago to fix up| 
the water works won't be eriough 
to finish the job. : } 
You can blame the war. But’ 
for the war, the program would, 
be just about completed bs now. 
As it is, the work has advanced 
far enough that there is no long-| 
er any immediate danger of, a! 
major breakdown. 


More Money Needed 4 


But construction costs have 
risen’ so sharply in the meantime 
that it will be necessary either to 
cut corners on the remainder of 
the. planned improvements—o}, 
go_to the voters for more money; 
_ So. says Elbert J. Taylor, new 
Chief of the. Water Bureau. He 
tought to know if anybody does, 
for.he probably has been close 
9 the problem than anyore else 
Until two weeks ago he was resi 
dent enginéer of Morris Knowles, 
‘Ine., Pittsburgh engineering firm! 
which is serving as consultant on! 
the, waterworks rehabilitation. it 
that -eapacity he has-been worlt- 
ing on its 
ception. 
No Telling How Much 


At this point, however, not 
even Taylor can say how much 
more money will be required. In 
fact, he confessed yesterday in 
his first interview since assum- 
ing his new job, he can’t even 
suggest how much of the original 
plans ought to be carried out, 

“Construction costs.have risen 
from 30 to 70 percent#since 1940,” 
he said. “There are ies unde 
way now to determine how much 
these increases will add to the 
cost of the work still remaining 
and how the available money can 
best be spread out.” : 

But there is another important 


program since its in- 


~ question involved, he pointed out? 


That is \the question of what 
Philadelphia is going to do aout 
its futureywater supply. ‘ 
Source May:Change Plans j 
If we decide to tap a “pure” 
upland source, we will have no 
future need of the elaborate 
treatment equipment called for} 
in the present program, which is’ 
based on continued use of the’ 
grossly polluted Schuylkill and 
Delaware Rivers. 
Mayor Samuel has promised a 
referendum on a new water sup- 
ly at the May primary. The 
ater Commission’s engineers 
now are, making detailed eos 
estimates on/a proposal to tp 
the Upper Delaware at Wallpac! 
Bend, an? also are preparing ¢ 
report.on what can be done wit 
the present’ sources. Re 
Taylor is 48 years o'd. He was 
graduated from the University 
of Cincinnati in civil engineerixg 
in 1923 and worked for the Penn 
sylvania Railroad for the follow, 


| ing two years on bridge cons 


tion.. He. made his connect 
with Morris Know es'in. 1925 a 
; wk de He | 


branched. out 


} 


|| Liberties Hospital, also charged |: 


v Health*Service ma 


PREEERD — leg yf 


WATER IS THREAT, 
LANGBORD SAYS; 


Democratic. Candidate for | 
Coroner Warris of 

»f 2 Disease 
Dr. Joseph A. Langbord, Demo- 
-eratic candidate for Coroner, last | 


ht warned of the danger of) 


| drinking ‘Philadelphia water. 


- “It is unfit to drink on the basis | 
of taste, odor and appearance| 
alone,” he said in a radio address. | 
“But the matter is far more seri- | 
ous than that. The latest medical 
researches support the suspicton 
that, we doctors have held for| 
years—that our city water may 
be actually dangerous. These ré- 
searches indicate that our water, | 
for all its dosage of chemicals, { 
may be cafron—ta illness | 
and death m 
Spigot.” 
“Raw Water Direct” ey 
Dr. Langbord, director of the 
Deborah Tuberculosis Sanitarium, | 


be lurking in your 


ter and medical chief of.Northern |. 


that “raw, contaminated water is 
pumped direct from 
into our water supJly....’ 
“The United States Pp 
ans 
tion of the, Philad hia 
works last spring. } can 
jon the best of authority tha 
‘found raw water being 
without filtration at. the * 
dale plant because some | 
filter beds were blocked’ 
silt and sludge. 


Blames Republicans $ 


|. “Must we wait for another dis- 
‘jastrous epidemic of water-borne 


Fd 


ei ii 


te ie eR, 
3 Electric Pumps £ 

“ ° 
Ordered by City © 
* Another set of —steam-driven 
pumps used in the Philadelphia 
water supply system was on its way 
out in favor of more efficient elec- 
trical equipment. yesterday when 
Mayor Bernard Samuel signed -a 
contract for installation of three 
electric units at the Lardner’s Point 
pumping station on Wheatsheaf lane. 
at the Delaware River. 

The new pumps. have a capacity 
of 105,000,000 gallons a day, in con- 
trast with the 60,000,000 maximum 
of the old stream pumps. The con- 
tract was awarded to the Kaufmar 
Construction Co., whose bid of $230,- 
,000 covers half the reconstruction 
work planned at the station, The 
money for the work is being provided 


from the $18,000,000 waterworks pro- 
gram. oF “2 Bee 


2 eM 


director of the Union Health Cen-|' 


the rivers |: 


pe Fae 
S/ » Is not True 


ie 


~ oeratic candidate for Coroner, in 


- into the city’s water System were 


OR DFN 
R CHANGE 


Health Service, 


Mclaughlin @. ied that the 
Queen Lane station or other sta-| 
tions are “by-passr d.” 3 

“Sim tar charges, made 
ing, were completely disproved 


James’ P, Clark, chairman of the 


Charges that “raw, contaminated | Democratic City Committee, called 
water” is being pumped directly |0n Harris to answer two questions 


made by Dr. Joseph Langbord, Dem- 


the Opening of the Democratic elec- 
tion campaign last night. 

Dr. Langboré declared this dis- 
covery was made by the U. S; Pub- 


lic Health Service during’ an in- 


Quee 


fause their beds 
sludge and gilt. 


vestigation of the city’s water sys- 
tem seat spring. Filters and the 
Lane pumping station were 
by-passed, Dr. Langbord said, be-|: 
are bigeked with |' 
4 4 


He added that city water, “is |¢ 


dosed with chlorine” and “isn’t. fit 

to drink ‘under any consideration.’ 
David W. Harris, chairman of the 

: Republican City Committee, in a ra- 

dio talk, accused the Democrats of 

_ Faising “phoney issues” saying that 

~ the candidates to be elected Novem- 

ber 6—the-Register of Wills, Cor- 

oner, City Treasurer and City Con- é 


»_troller—have nothing to do with the] / 
~ solution of the water problem, He 


a 


| “In recent years more than 200 |: 
| Cities have solved their taste and |: 


| pusing large quantities of chlorine 


activated carbon or with ozone,” the | 
publication stated. _ 


ae “Philadelphia’s most extensive ex- 


During 1941 and 1942 the city treated 
‘Schuylkill waters with cme and 
tained excellent results in the re- 
|; duction of objectionable tastes and 
'|odors, as well as in the elimination 
}of manganese, which makes water 
| brown.” 


‘COST IS DOUBTED 


said the Republican administration 
is “bending every effort to speed to 
completion the new and modern wa- 
ter system which igs being studied 


y thé commission appointed by the 

Mayor.” ; 
Director Martin J. McLaughlin 

< the Department of Public Works, 
ho is also acting chief of the Bu- {4 

eau of Water, said Dr. Langbord 


is “entirely wrong in his Statements. |? 


or problems by superchlorination |. 


the water before it is filtered), or 
treating the filtered water with 


ents have been with ozone. 


(1) what have the Republicans done 
jfor Philadelphia citizens and .(2) | 
what improvements 


stalled in return for taxes collected; 


have been a 


Negros. ‘uae 
Elbert J. Taylor Appointed 
to Job Formerly Held 
by McLaughlin 


_ Director of Public Works Mar- 
tin J. McLaughlin yesterday an- 
|nounced the appointment at last 
of a new Chief of the Water 
Bureau—filling a job that’ has 
been. vacant for six months, 
The Meee is Elbert J, 
| Taylor, sident engineer of 
Morris Knowles, Inc., Pittsburgh 
engineering ‘firm which is. serv- 
‘ing as consultant on the. $18,- 
000,000 waterworks rehabilita- 
tion program. : 
‘Mclaughlin Pleased 
rE Despite McLaughlin’s — com- 
| Plaint to City Council last fall 
;that the job’s $8000 starting sal- 
lary is not high enough to at- 
|tract “competent” men, 


among 30 applicants. And Me: 
Laughlin had high praise for 
the man he got. BY 
He pointed out that Taylor’si 
work on the waterworks pro-| 
gram (he has been here since 
1940) makes him “completely! 
familiar with our water problem’ 
in all its details.” - | 
“I am confident he will make 
a good chief because of his 
background and his familiarity 
with the personnel of the Bur- 
eau,” the Director added, 
| Vacant Since Sept. 6 


_The position has been vaca 
since September 6, when. Me. 
Laughlin, who was chief up to! 
that time, was promoted to Di-| 
rector of Public Works to suc- 
ceed the late John H. Neeson, 

McLaughlin ‘tried in vain to: 
get City Council to boost the. 
Starting salary to $9000 in the: 
1946 budget, declaring other’ 
cities pay “$12,000, $15,000 and 
even $25,000 for similar jobs.” 
Gets Yearly Increase 

The $8000 will represent a 
boost of $2000 a year for Taylor 
over the salary he was receiving 
in his old job. Also, it goes up 

00° a year to a top of $9000 
after five years, 

Ta r, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati, worked 
from 1923 to 1925 as an engi- 
neer on bridge construction in 
the Cincinnati division of the 
| Pennsylvania Railroad, and had, 
| been associated with Morris, 
Knowles since’ 1925. He is 48, 
years *old,* marvied, has a year-’ 
old daughter, Phyllis, and lives 
‘in. the Franklin apartments, 
“Chew and Duval sts. ©. 

a St ee . 


GETS NEW CHIEF 


: the | } 
choice. finally was’ made from | 


ELBERT J. TAYLOR 
He knows the problem... 


es 


a 


WATER WORKS FIGURE" 


CALLED TOO HIGH 


Beneetin ~Kyt7/hb 
Official says Pocono Plan 


would Cost $120,000,000 


Estimates of the cost of an upland 
water supply have been piaced far’ 
too high, said Gien Oo, Kidd, secre- 
tary of the Lehigh Coal and Naviga- 
tion Co., in a talk today before the 
Philadelphia Committee on Public 
Affairs at the Princeton Club, 

_ Kidd, speaking on behalf of the 
Pocono Mountain water plan fav-' 
ored by the Lehigh Coal and Navi- 
gation Co., praised City Council for 
deferring aciion on a réferendium 
until the public has further oppor-) 
tunity to study all plans, ‘ 

“The resolution recently proposed 
by the Water Commission indicaied 
that an upland water supply, would 
cost $285,000,000 plus $63,000,000 ‘ot, 
filtration and repairs or a'toial of 
$348,000,000,” Kidd said. “As @anat~ 
ter of fact, the city could ha Pe ain 
entirely adequate mountain watpr' 
suppfy for only $120,000,000, 44? 

“By adopting the Pocono Mol | 
tain proposal the city could havéone 
of the finest water supplies in the, 
nation which could be financed and 
operated at a cost. less than the 
present revenue received by the 


city.” Sins 
at WF 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 
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HORSHAM TO FIGHT — 
RESERVOIR PLAN 


; Residents Raise $7,500 
| Fund; Cite Loss of Tax, 
Colonial Landmorks | 


7 


_ Stump For Utility Firm’ 
Seeking Unconscionable - 


Profit 


; The Lehigh Coal and Navigation Co. stands-to make a 
A $7,500 fund for a legal wattle! profit of some $12,000,000 if they can jam their Lehigh- 
‘against the construction of a reser- - Pocono~ ‘ater project down the throats of Philadelphia tax- 
jvoir as a part of the Wallpack bend payers. 

project to provide pure water for That sum would be realized by 


’ 
f 


é ae j a + 
(63 6-0FH6 


. =; to) Let 


N. P 
Phila. Tap . 


. 
a 
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a vided. 


eric 


Council President . Fred 


el alas: ecclesia, 


Philadelphia -was raised last night 
at a meeting of 300 residents of 
Horsham Township, Montgomery 
County. 

The sresidents, who met in the 
Prospectville school, set up a com- 
mittee headed by Fred Fowles, pres- | 
ident of the township school board, | 
to get the fight under way. 

Under the project, water from the 
apper, Delaware River would be) 
wrought by viaduct to a reservoir’ 
n. Warrington Township, Bucks 
Sounty, adjoining Horsham, 

The reservoir project would in- 
indate about a third of Horsham: 
Township and a five-mile square; 
area in Bucks County. 8} 


that firm for a few hundred acres 
of almost worthless mountain land 
on which it would be necessary to 
construct. reservoirs and. other 


facilities to carry. the water to} 


mains in this city. 
Several weeks: 2so: The Dispatch 


disclosed that ss; high-powered} 


lobby was at work in Philadelphia, 
contacting officials in an effort to 
“sell” them the Lehigh Company's 


ideas on what is good for the local | 


citizenry. . 
But now the utility firm’s lust 
for that $12,000,000 slice of gravy 
is out: in the open. 
None less than a former Superior 


‘soeyer inyolved in negotiating | 
Kenworthey’s so-called compact | 
with New Jersey + “2 New York. | 
And consent of the Army and Con-! 
gress could no doubt be obtained | 
for the asking. { 


delphia Water Commission, ‘is that | 
it would deprive the Lehigh Com- , 
|pany of a $12,000,000 profit. | 


; t4 
The only drawback with the:. 


Wallpack-Yardley water source,|~ 
were it to be chosen by the Bhila~ | 


H 
eI 
{ 


Mr. Schnader, a law partner of}, 


Kenworthey, and former State At- : 
torney General, is taking no con-}’ 


HERSEY SFFICINLS 
BACK TY USE OF 
DELAWARE WATER 


fblessing Expected to Re~ 
| move Obstacles to Tap-— 


(Garman, who announced the 
,cision, said that a substitute 


tion would be introduced at to 
‘Council \session. Although he 
‘clined to comment, it was expec 
that the resolution would po 
the referendum to the general 
tion in November. ‘ 


PLAN DREW PROTESTS 


Several groups, including th 
adelphia Committee on Pub 
fairs, had protested against s 
ting the referendum to th 
| torate at a primary. ae 
| Mr, Garman said ‘members 
{Council felt it was inadvisable 
submit the referendum at this 
since the Board of Engin 


W ater Supply 


Project to Cost: 
City 270 Million 


> seit approval of Philadelphia 
use of the upper Delaware River 
Basin to obtain a clear water sup- 
ply was given yesterday by ‘rep- 
resentatives of the State of New 
Jersey at a meeting with Mayor 
Samuel’s Water Commission. 

During the course of the meeting, 
in the Midday Club, it was made 


Court Judge has taken the stump! spicuous part in the Lehigh Com-} | * H ai 

in Ree of 7 es Lehigh-Pocono| pany’s campaign to sell its gold | _ ping Upper River » 

water project. brick. He is engaged in represent- es 
Charles E. Kenworthey, a mem-|ing a client who seeks to shake} By EDWARD STONE 4 


the City Water Commission had i 
yet completed its report on ‘ 
jcost of the Wallpack Bend py / 


From the reservoir the water 
would be piped to Philadelphia. 
Those attending last night’s meet- 


plain, however, that the tacit ap- 
proval does not bind New Jersey and 
is contingent on the future needs of 


am ey 


cd 


WA 
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|. Appointment to the 


terday to fill a. six-month vacanc 
Water Bureau. Mr. Tay 


{ 


Pps} 


re WATER BUREAU GETS NEW CHIEF : 
‘e! Director of Public Works Martin J. McLaughlin 
ft), former Water Bureau head, is shown in his City 
Il Annex office, outlining the duties of chief of the 
Mater Bureau to his successor, Elbert J. Taylor, whose 
host was announced yesterday. 


Engineer Appointed 
Water Bureau Chief 


Elbert J. Taylor, 48, a consulting engineer was appointed yes- || 


Y as $8000-a-year chief of the 
lor, whose firm has been retained by the 
city for several years for -con- 
sultation on water problems, |) 
took, over a post that was va-|! 
last September when for-’ 
mer Chief Martin J. McLaughlin 
succeeded the late John H. Nee- 
son as Director of Public Works. 


TEST MAY BE WAIVEr 


/ Under Civil Service procedure his 
ar ointment was provisional. Pub- 
| lic hearings willbe held to de- 
termine whether. tne job shall be ex- 
empted from a competitive exam- 
The appointee may take 
ch an examination if he wishes. 

Mr. McLaughlin : predicted that 
prove “a very good 


RESEARCH BUREAU SA) 


cate 


‘ination. 


Mr. Taylor would 
chief.” # cy 

“He is thoroughly. familiar with 
the $18,000,000 improvement pro- 
gram,” he said. ‘He not only-knows 
the city’s water system problems, | ' 
but knows the personnel of the bu- 
Teau and is in 4 position to do a 
‘great job.” : 

Mr. Taylor, who is married and 
has a year-old daughter, resides in 
an apartment house at Chew and 
| Duval sts. 
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ing were told that construction of 
the reservoir would require the raz- 
ing of 1,000 farms and homes in| 
| Warrington, Horsham and Lower 
Gwynedd townships, and the de- 
struction of many colonial stiue: 
tures, including the home of Sir 
William Keith, first Governor of 
Pennsylvania. : 


ha 


| Fowles estimated that Horsham! 
;Township would lose about $15,000. 
a year in taxes. 

The committee formed at the 
me6éting probably will first contact 
the State Water Resources Board, 
which has[the right to condemn’ 

i mn 
property neded for the city wat 
supply. 2S be 


e 
Ww & 
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fF 9 het hee Bes fs id 
Could be Made Palatable, Saki. 
fe. Gr bf Le. 
with Treatment, Report says : 
Philadelphia’s water supply coul@ 


be made both safe. and . palatable 
with proper treatment, according to 


(the Bureau of Municipal Research. 


The bureau, in its weekly baile | 
tin, Citizens’ Business, said that the- 
city should compare the cost of,Te- 
moving unpleasant odors of jhe 
present water with the.cost of pEp- 
viding new sources of water, betoge, 
deciding to do away with the phess) 
ent system.: és 

“In recent years,” the ar cle, 
stated, “more than 200 cities t 
solved their taste and odor p, 
lems by. super-chlorination o 
treating the filtered water 
activated carbon or with ve ‘A 


ment was with ozone. iY 
“During 1941 and 1942 the, 
treated the waters of the Schuy 
with- ozone ‘and obtained exce 
results,” it .said. Su 


ber of the law firm of Schnader,| down the State for more than a) 
Kenworthey, Segal & Lewis, told} million dollars for a worthless | 
an Optimist Club luncheon that | toll bridge. . H 
the Lehigh-Pocono water was the}- Failing to eget that price, 
only solution of Philadelphia’s|Schnader has brought faction. 
pzagblem. He also condemned the|e#gainst the State and in so do- | 
Wallpack-Yardley project which} ing has st... 1a prog@am to frec |. 
would draw water from the upper'ali toll bridges. : 


sources of the Delaware River. 


Kenworthey, in a dutiful parrot- 


Kenworthey declared the latter | like fashion, echoed the cry of the |. 


obstacles. 
Said Mr. Kenworthey: 


“An interstate compact would) an additional expenditure of $20,- | 
have to be negotiated among} 000,000 if a larger supply was de-| 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and | sirable. se ae 
New York, and this would-have| Impartial engineers of the City, 


to be approved by Congress.” 


He also brought the Army. into| the cost of that project at between | 
the picture with the statement | $300,000,000 and $330,000,000. 


that “Army engineers have super- 
vision over certain of the Dela- 
ware watersheds.” 

There are a few details, how- 


-ever, which Mr. Kenworthey took! efforts to wrap up its proposed) 
no pains, to impress upon his $12,000,000%grab. ~ 


listeners. 

He failed to state that his law 
firm serves as counsel for the Le- 
high Coal and Navigation Com- 
pany, and that a juicy fee no doubt 
is in prospect if the deal to grab 
$12,000,000 from Pihuladelphia tax- 
payers is successful. 

Another detail glossed over by 
the ex-jurist was that there is 
no e': %nce that any difficulty 
would be «xperienced if Philadel- 
phia soughi to share in the waters 


of the upper Delaware. New Jer- 
sey and New York tap that source.| outfit will bear watching. With | 
Why not a municipality in Penn-| tactics as ruthless and brazen as) 
ayivania? ie 

. There would be no trouble what- ! 


‘000 GRAB ON WATE 


proposition involved too many legal| Lehigh Company’s own engincers | 


that the Lehigh-Pocono project! 
would cost only $122,000,000, with | 


Water Commission, however, put | 


Speakers to civic and business | 
organizations are also being dis- 
patched by the Lehigh Coal and, 
Navigation Company in its frenzied | 


One such speaker appeared at 
a meeting of the Unites! Business- | 
men’s Association last week andj 
was met with a barrage of ques- | 
| tions, few of which he could satis- 
factorily answer. 

But $12,000,000 is a lot of money | 
and the Lehigh Company will | 
leave no stone unturned to pocket 
that unconscionable profit it seeks | 
to make on the deal. 

If and when the people of Phila- 
delphia decide by ballot to change | 
the city water supply, this Lehigh | 


they have to date employed, any- ; 
thing might happen. \ 
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| New Jersey officials gave their) 
informal blessing yesterday 0) 
ithe city’s. tapping of the upper 
|Delawar@ River for mountain 
| water. Fi 

| The blessing was extended at a) 
meeting of the Philadelphia) 
| Preah ; | 
| Water Commission in the Mid- 
day Club. It. presumably | will 
remove a major snag from 
| path of the plan. pars 
| hat snag was the commis. 
|sidn’s fear that New Jers 

| might block diversion of Dela 
| ware River water for the city’s) 
use. Possible need of North Jer. 
sey communities to tap the riv 

was considered an obstacle, 


No Need in Sight me 

But representatives of th 
neighbor State assured the com 
mission no such need is in sight, 

Their views do not bind the, 
State itself, it was pointed out. by 
{Samuel H. Rosenberg, secretary 
'to the commission and to Mayor 
Samuel. 

As for the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, officials attending the, 
|meeting said no applications are, 


loutside of Philadelphia for Use, 
of the Delaware. re ik aed 


| Project Js Favored + “4 
The proposal under proc 


. 


|was the ““allpack Bend project, 
| known to ve favored by the ¢om- 
|mission among several to bring 
| water here from upstate sources. 
| That project would dam. the 
| upper Delaware at a sharp cutye 
|in its course known as Wallpaeck 
| Bend, near Bushkill. Eighty 
}miles of pressure tunnels woul 

}bring water ‘here, with an inter- 


| vening reservoir at Warrington’ 


|in Bucks county. 
To arrange for the project, an 


‘interstate commission was sug-: 


| gested at the meeting to be made 
|up ‘of representatives of Penn- 
|Sylvania and New Jersey. 

' Power of Domain 


The new commission would 
have the power of eminent do-) 
_main to take any needed property! 


in both States adjoining the Dela. 
ware. 

By April 15 the Water Commis- 
sion anticipates a report from its 
engineers on the cost of the Wall- 
pack Bend project. Tentative fig- 
ure is $270,000,000. 

' If approved by’the commission, 
that or any substitute project will 
be submitted to Philadelphia 
voters at the May 21 primary. 


jfor developing new water s0\.r¢ 


pending from any communities: 


nn eae ie aiiaeee RTT OTT, 
initfine Upper Delaware River. ‘Tl 
| report is expected about April 15. “ 
| PLAN COSTS $348,000,000 ¥ 
‘The referendum, as recommend 
| ed by thé Water Commission, wo alk 
| have given the voter his choice Of 
itwo possible water sources: ~ 
would be creation of a new W 
source at an estimated cost of $3 
000,000. The other would invol é 
‘improvement of present sources’ in. 
‘the Delaware and Schuylkill at'a 
{cost of $63,000,000. Bee: 
The Water Commission’s draft of 
(the referendum said the latter pro- 
| posal would involve an increase ip 
consumers’ water bills of approxi- 
»mately 13 percent. The development 
{of new water sources would increase 
‘individual bills nearly 100 percent,’ 
it said. a ESI 
| SIX PROPOSALS STUDIED f 

| Since its appointment by Mayor 
|} Samuel, the Water Commission has 
' studied\six different proposals for de- 
| velopment of new water sources. The 
| Wallpack Bend project was favored 
and is the only project on which a 
report of the Board of Engineers: 
has been asked. oe at 
Mr. Garman declined to comment, 
‘on whether postponement of the 
referendum until November would 
bring a similar delay in” develop- 
ment of either water. source. One 
Councilman pointed out that the 
city was not prepared to Bei head 
immediately with either, iy sins 
indicated that the dele %, yoting: 
would have little effect," ..¢ im- 
provements. — rae 

| PURE WATER SOUGHT ; 
| Both water plans ‘were intended 
|to develop 500,000,000 gallons daily 
‘of “pure and palatable water” 
| T: Henry Walnut, chairman of the 
Philadelphia Committee on Public 
Affairs, presented one of several 
protests td Council on the proposed’ 

May primary vote. ee 
He said his committee favored de- 
lay because of the usually small 
number of votes cast at the pri« 
mary, the fact: that experts them=- 
| selves were at odds on the projects, 
land because there had not been an” 
lopportunity for full discussion and 
| debate. SF | 
' 


i ree 
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New Jersey cities for a water supply. 


RESERVOIR NEAR BUSHKILL 


Under the proposal being studied 
by the Mayor’s Water Commission,! 
headed by Herbert W. Goodall, 
Philadelphia would gain a supply of 
500,000,000 gallons of mountain 
water daily under what has come to 
'be known as the Walpack Benq | 
Project. 

Tha. ~soject would create a res- 
ervoir near Bushkill, in the Poconas, 
from which the water would. be; 


piped to Philadelphia. | 


CITY TO VOTE ON PLAN | 

During the discussion held aa 
terday it was suggested that a Joint 
New Jersey-Pennsylvania Commis- 
sion be created vy the Legislatures | 
lof the two States to operate the 
| water source. The waters of the en- | 
| tire upper Delaware watershed are 
under the supervision of the Inter- 
| state Commission on the Delaware, 
| River Basin, otherwise known 
Incodel, in which Pennsylvania, 
New York, Delaware and New Jer- 
sey are represented. Preis 
|. The question of whether 3. 
i delpia should go ahead-with plans, 
‘to obtain the upland water supply 
| or concentrate on a plan for im: - 
ling the local’ water supply, will be 
submitted to the electorate in the’ 
May 21 primary elections. 


COST TOC BE 270 MILLION e 

If it is approved by the voters, 
and the project. is carried out, Phila- 
|delphia will become the only imme. 
diate user of water from the upper 
Delaware Basin. ile 

The plan calls for-the expenditure 
of $270,U00,006 to construct a resér- 
voir at Eushkill; to lay a submerged. 
conduit from. that place to War-) 
rington, Bucks county; to build a 
| storage reservoir at that place, and 
{to install subsequent pipe lines to 
| this city. - = 


| ENGINEERS STUDY PLAN 


With its completion the city’s 
| supply of water would vastly in- 


crease, since at present Philadelphia 


uses only between 325,000,000 and 
| 350,000,000. gallons daily. . i 
i The plan is being studied by engi- 
neers, and areport from them is ex- 
pected by the Water Commission by 
| April 15. 0 ; 
4 PRESENT. AE MEETING 
| Among the New Jersey represen-| 
\tatives attending yesterday’s. meet-) 
ing were State Treasurer Robert C. 
‘Hendrickson, Joseph C., Paul, a 
| member of Tncodel. and Rk. M. Roper, 
' Howard’ T, Orutehlon and William R. 
Connard, members of the New Jer- 
| sey Watar Policy Commission. : 
| Also among: those in attendance 
| were Ellwood J. Turner, chairman of 
' Incodel, ah Pitkin, one of its 
members, bt them Pennsylva- 
‘nians, and fourymemibers of the 
Pennsylvania Water and Power Re- 
ae Board; €. K. Weigel, W. &. 
Kirkpatrick, Albert F. Damon, Jr.: 
-and Gordon Mason. aes 


Albert W. Spitz, of 1543 Stevens st., assuring his son, Bobby, it’s all right to drink ill- 


& 


. 


D, SUNDAY, .MAY 19, 19462 
: rl 


CITY TO HOLD 20 


Session on Wednes- 
day at 10 A.M. 


- The second public hearing on 
methods of getting better drink- 
ing water for. Philadelphia will 
be held in City Council's cham- 
bers, Room ‘400, City Hall, at 


10 A. M., next Wednesday: 
Couréiiman Phineas’ Green, 


chairman of Council’s public 
works committee, urged the pub- 
lic to attend, in an appeal yes- 
terday 


WATER HEARING: 


Public Urged to Attend} 


' Seven persons immediately ac- 


cepted Green’s invitation to give 
their views at Wednesday’s hear 


ing. They are I. D: Levy, chain | 


i 


man of Station WCAU, who has 
been conducting.a series of broad- 
casts for better drinking water: 
Dr. Howard E, Anders, 260 S. 
2ist st.;. Albert- Smt Faugh, 
representing the Horsham’s Citi- 
zens. Cornmittee;David’ M. New- 
bold, of the Wellsbach ‘Engineer: 
ing and Management »Cor ora- 

on; G. P. Vincent. of by ath 

Alkali, 


AES ens Ter = 


if 


q oa of relatives, 
“The. gadget, Spitz says, is strictly|manently as soon os he can Aa a 
ant OCOR-TOIO Yaka has pure? live. over. theme 2 } 


tasting pores ds water ee up when using his gadget that makes a drink palatable 


| <Saring Water’ from the Schaylkill 
—and it’s not Done with Mirrors: 


By MORLEY CASSIDY 
_ (Ot The Bulletin Staff) 
Find a way to take the taste out 


‘lof:Schuylkill water, Albert W. Spitz 
‘lis discovering, and the world will 
|beat a path to your doorway, carry- 
jing jugs. At least your relatives 
+} will, 


Spitz, who lives at 1543 Stevens 
§ ,-is a mild-mannered man who 
s to a boil slowly, and for years 
peieante his daily quota of Phila- 
(ae tap water with mutters and 
ir ation. But being a chemical 
éngineer, he had an idea that some- 
chine could be done about it right 
ih his own kitchen. And after con- 
siderable puttering around, he 
tagered that he was right. 
| He emerged with a gadget. which 
gives him, for all practical .pur- 
[Boses, a mountain spring in his own 


apne gadget consists of a two- 

quart jar containing filters and @ 

mass of granular particles, and with 

ae rubber tubes. One tube car- 

i Ran tap water into the jar, 
# 


her delivers the finished prod- 
stream of crystal-clear, 
less water. 
e that first experimental 
; Spitz has tried out other 
and given them to friends for 
Most of them report that 
fash ee ae jugs from miles 
Spitz himself supplies a 


» 
nothing to do with purification, b6- 
cause Philadelphia water is pure 
it comes from the tap. And th ai 
taste isn’t chlorine, either. 3 

“What you taste,” says Spitz, “ig 
a compound of chlorinated phenols 
and other organic compounds. And 


sometimes, of course, there may be|' 


a little colloidal iron, 
it’s harmful—just distasteful.” 


But none of}. 


Water purifying has long been a}. 
specialty with Spitz, as he was for-|: 


merly a chemical engineer with a 
company manufacturing filtration 
equipment to treat weet used. in 
distilleries. 

His gadget, he says, embodies no 
new discoveries im the field. The 
granules which clear the water are 
a commercial product, chosen. be- 
cause they are more effective than 
charcoal, and more compact. The 
novel part of the unit lies in the 
arrangement which makes it.small 
enough for household use, 

Spitz estimates that one filling 
should treat. about 600 gallons of 
drinking water—enough for the 
average family’s needs for a year. 
In the Spitz family, five minutes is 
required each morning to produce 
the day’s quota. : 

‘Spitz and a friend, Richard §. 
Kastner, of 6501 N. 1ith st., are mak- 
ing plans to manufacture the unit, 
but Spitz hopes that he, personally, 

will soon be able to discontinue 
using his own model. He is now 


working in New York, and hopes. 


to be drinking New York water pér- 


~~ a A 


' Better Water 


t [EDITORIAL] 


be ht thing in withholding from the May primary ballot 


2 But it is not enough ‘to postpone action on the or|, 


should be rejected entirely as virtually guaranteeing to de- | 
Brive Philadelphia of better drinking water for years to 
f come. 
Be sy What is needed 4 is a definite declaration, backed up by | 
” sergetic and practical measures, of this city’s peed 


&. obtain pure drinking water in place of the vile-smelting;* 


“tasting stuff piped from the Delaware docks that our 
ople have been forced to swallow for years. 
From time to time in the past. plans aiming at estab-;, 


“kment of new supply sources outside the city have been i 


ited, only to be talked to death or otherwise killed off. 
‘We are in danger today of having the same thing 
pen again. We are at the cross-roads on Philadelphi: 
2 supply—make rn... mistake about. that. i 

Either we retain our present unsatisfactory system o1 


ae ‘drive ahead for a new one that will give us the better 


_ water a modern, progressive city should have. 


ee 
pa 


"ajsut ly of “safe and palatable” water from the present | 
- sources at cost of $63,000,000, and a supply of “safe and” 
- palatable” water obtained from an upland source at cost of - 

~ $285, 000,000. 

- What kind of alternative is “that? If ‘we can get the } 
¢ quality water for $63,000,000, why in the name of” 
F common sense would anyone favor spending $285,000,000? 
: Allow tha’. kind of a choice to go on the ballot and we 
£an kiss good-bye to outside water for Philadelphia. ; 
It is not possible that water of the same quality, both 

‘safe and palatable” to the same degree, can be obtained , 
* from the Delaware and Schuylkill intakes and from uncon- | 
Se streams. , 
teres “Commission had apparently assumed that whén | 

"the two rivers are completely cleaned up and made free of 
L sewage and other discharges, the water piped from them 
"will be safe and palatable. But it does not state, because 
it cannot, just when that will be. 
mE hIs city is itself only beginning a $42,000,000 job ‘to 
. : divert its Sewage from the Delaware. No one &n tell when 
_ the thousands of communities and industries along the 
y / Schuylkill and Delaware, many of them not even in Penn- 
- sylvania, will stop fouling our water supply. 

The Commission’ S report would make an upland water 
yurce appear prohibitively costly. It mentions a $285,- 
‘0,000 estimate—without breaking down the figures or 

ting the source to which it applies. It says such an 
ttaking would require a 100 percent increase in city 
receipts, but it does not mention the fact that if con- 
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Council members, at their caucus: yesterday, did the® 


434 
‘sided proposition sponsored by the Commission. That 


S __What is the City Water Commission’s answer to the © 
oe A plan leaving it to the voters to choose between © 


ners were to pay twice what they pay now for water in 
hiladelphia the amount would usually be only $16 a year— 
not an exorbitant price, surely, for decent water. 
{ _ Additional light on the financial and other features of 
E sbcsible upl4nd sources is badly needed before the people 
can intelligently pass judgment on them. . 


& has been mentioned. 


This is not to be construed as an indorsement of the 
Pocono supply plan supported by the Lehigh Coal and Navi- 
gation Company, the Wallpack Bend plan, or any other 


But The Inquirer believes that to rush headlong into 


& 
P 


ail bss upland supplies. 
= | has water that doesn’t have to be dosed with chlorine 
ake it harmless—but water that is pure, sparkling, fit 


ermanent captivity to the kind of water we are now com- 
pelled to drink—even if it may be scrubbed up a bit in the 
im future—would be a terrific mistake. 


Don’t give up 5 anil Philadel- 


H Haha Ries $ 7500 


‘ship, Montgomery 


county,|to engage legal counsel 


To Fight Reservoir Plan 


Residents of Horsham town- 


and pledges totaling $7500 
were 


ect, 


‘started building a defense fund | signed. The women and men who 


last. night for a_ legal 


new water system. 


: That is the proposal to con- 
‘sruct a dam, and reservoir at 
| Warrington ‘to store water 
brought by’ viaduct from the 
upper reaches of the Delaware 
River. The project would inun- 
date about a third of, Horsham 
and a five-mile-square area in ad- 
joining Bucks county. 


ey Attend Protest 


More than 300 Horsham resi- 
denis who attended a protest 
‘Meeting in the Prospectville 
sclrool also. were told the project 
7 vorid mean: 
ise tazing of 1000 farms and 
es in Warrington, Horsham, 
“Lower Gwynedd and Monigom- 
ery townships; the inundation of 
‘property valued at more than 
$3,000,000; the destruction of 
many Colonial structure, includ- 
ing-the home of. Sir.* William 
‘Keith, Pennsylvania’s first Gov- 
fernor; relocation of three or 
‘perhap s four major highways, 
and ls to Horsham township of 
'$15,0' a ghar 
taxes; 
Decide to Fight 

By .unanimoi 
attended decide to fight the proj- 


fight | attended 
‘against a key feature of the plan| 
to provide Philadelpha with a> 


in real estate | 


vote, those who | 


the meeting ‘ranged 
from owners of large estates in 
the area, to small farm operators. 

They set up a committee head- 
/ed by Fred Fowles, president of 


the township school board, to get 
the fight underway. First. appeal 
may go to the State Water Re- 
sources Board, which under a leg 
islative act of 1943 has the right 
to condemn suburban or rural 
property needed for big city 
water supply. 


Petitions Circulated 


Residents of the area got their 
first idea of what the project 
would mean by a word-of-mouth 
;campaign, that flew from farm 
to farm and estate to estate. 
Then petitions against the project 
were. circulated, ‘together with 
photostatic copies of a map show- 
|Ing just how big a chunk of the 
area would be inundated. 

Among several speakers who 
condemned the project was. Rep. 
Henry J. Propert, a Montgomery 
colinty Republican member of 
;the Legislature. 

George Letterman, assessor | 
for Warrington township; which. 
jis in Bucks county, said petitions 
jalso are‘being circulated there, . 
and that a mass protest meébting, 


is plapmgn for the near future. 


Ww atey Interest | 


(COUNCILMEN, perplexed by seem- 
“ing citizen indifference to the 

- water question, as evidenced by slir m | 
attendance at* the’ first public: hear- 

- ing, may ‘discover that interest will} 


intensify..as the alternatives become | 


jans would all like bet- | 
nobody can stir upsa 
Hall on that isde. | 
Debate will probably begin when the; | 
public is told clearly what imp ; 
a ments in the water are attaina able Bi \ 
- at what prices, for all Philadelphiarg 
* know also that-better water canngt ba 


* had except at substantially “~ 


on City 


cost. : 
a perfect Tatyy 


“No such thing as 
Wat vailable for feeding into the 
dis tribution system. If it were, the | 


current discussion. of the — possib! 
} need to renew the city mains suggests} 
that even a. perfect source of raw 
water would not remove all the ae 
,. Satisfaction. 
As*the raw water approaches per; 
fection, the costs tend to skyrocket, 
* and, as with everything else, the pub- 
lic will be faced in the end with#a 
decision how far in the direction’ of 
unattainable perfection its taste and 
. pocketbzok justify it in going. . ; 
“.*For deciding that, question. intellf 
'. geutly the public néeds to be told 
* something it has not yet been oe ete 
- the Water, Commiss 0 2r-75 ¢ 
neers—how. much tter the water 
pe cag can Da made: 


SPONSOR DEFENDS | 
LENGHT WATER» 


EM 
ays pitodeal’ for) 


upply is Sound, 
Product Pure 


Use of the upper Lehigh =i 


4 tributaries as a new source for 
iiladelphia’s water supply, de- 
eribed by the Mayor’s Water Come 

f/nission as inadequate and excessive-| 
\ly costly, was defended today by its! 

| sponsor, the Lehigh Coal & Naviga- 
ition Co. : 

Robert V. White, president of the 

| Lehigh company, said that the 
{ project will stand up successfully | 
| under every engineering study from 
ithe points of view of cost, adequacy 
of supply, and purity of the water. 

“Because, we are supremely con- 

fident of the’ outcome we are 
‘awaiting eagerly the official investi- 
| gation by City Council,” White said.|- 
i“We are sure our proposal is sound|, 
‘and will be found eventually to be}! 
ithe cheapest and best water source 
available to Philadelphia.” 

| ‘The Water Commission is sched-. 
uled to appear ore City Council 
in caucus tomorrow to outline its) 
recently completed survey and to 
lanswer any questions that council- | 
men may want further clarified.) 
Their report, made public on Sat-}; 
urday after a year of reesarch, esti- 
mated that the minimum cost for} 
rehabilitation of the present sys- 

{tem would be $62,568,000. | 
/ In summing up the Lehigh plan, | 

|the report said it would not yield | 
ia sufficient quantity of water, that | 
ithe water is unstiitable for use w ith: 
Fout. filtration, and that the cost 
Iw ould greatly exceed the $142, 122," 
i000 fixed by the Lehigh Company. —} 
| ‘his White denied, and added 
that their plart had been developed 
by; some of the most outstanding | 
ae supply engineers in the coun-| 


i 


try,Jengineers who are willing to 

‘their reputation upon the ac- 

curacy of their figar es and the en-) 

gineering — oe of pERTS) 
ct 


WE HAVE,“ 
THE EXPENSIVE 
BRANDS ws. 


of. Consulting En. 
‘no definite recommenda- 
is to what ought to be done about 
ty’s water supply. : 
e engineers had two questions to 
‘answer: Should the city abandon its 
‘present. water sources? If so, what 

are the possibilities of getting good 

water from. upland sources? 

The final report deals exhaustive- 
ly with the probable-future quality of 
the present sources. The engineers ‘ 
seem to believe that a good, if not per- : A : 
fect, river water can be had if the city | ‘aa sa) ee K (2? 
will spend $62,000,000 in addition to! P 2 
the unexpended balance of the current ; 
$18,000,000 water loan, 

Hence, though the engineers neither 
predict nor advise, one of the alterna- 
tives before the city is to see what can 
be done through expenditure of $62, 
000,000 of its own money plus the 
efforts of other river cleansing agen- 
cies that are now on the move. 

In their preliminary report, made 
last November, the engineers stated 
that if the present sources were to be 
abandoned, a project known as Yard- 

‘ley-Wallpack Bend was their choice, 
In the final report major emphasis is 
rather strangeiy placed on another 
plan—the so-called Delaware. River 
project. 

Both plans contemplate a dam. at 
Wallpack Bend, on the Delaware, but 
the Yardley-Wallpack Bend plan 
would bring the water to Yardley | 
through the bed of the Delaware, 
whereas the Delaware River project 
would bring it toa dam at War.in gton, 
in Bucks County, through a Goop 
tunnel, - “ =; 

The Delaware River plan, which the | 
engineers say the Commission itself | 
“selected for development” in the fi- Ps 
nal report, involves a capital expendi- 
ture of $284,000,000. ‘The Yardley- 
Wallpack Bend project involves capi- aus: § 
tal-expenditures of $137,000,000. ses es ani 

Sticking to the present sources at , 

a cost of $62,000,000, or going. to the 

upper Delaware at a cost of either | 

$137,000,000° or $284,000,000, are the | 
three choices which stand out as possi- 
bilities in the engineers’ reports. | 
Either upland plan would probably | 
give better water than the present | 
Sources, but whether it would be | 
enough better to justify the cost is a 
question not answered. | 

When the hearings before Council | 
get under way, it would be interesting } 
to learn why the Water Commission |° 
selected the $284,000,000 plan rather |. 
than the $137,000,000 plan, or’ severat | * 
others, for “development” by the | 
engineers. 

‘Meanwhile, the consumer will un- 
derstand that water supply improve- 
ment, admittedly needed, is going to 
‘Show up in his water bilis, He will | 
have to-ask himself what he wants — 
better water from present sources, at | 
moderate increased cost; upland water | 
which will double his water bills (in | 
addition to the sewage charges now 
imposed), or something in between. 

He will not have to hurry to make 
up his mind. The subject is wrapped 

up in technicalities; engineers differ 
about it. A layman will need all the 
illumination he can get to reach a 
right decision. Sle, | 
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MATER 
es COMMISSION 


oisseurs Sample City’s Waiter; 
) BULLETIN EDTTORTA | 
Queen Lane Drink is Worst | 


leven connoisseurs of drinking, tee one Planning at the Syl! 
iter ay. laste can detect the|vania Hotel. ne 
= pe i stuff ranging| It was yery scientific. There were ‘ 
sparkling Schuylkill to bottled|seven set-ups of water; in ne R 
dy, got together today andj/there were 11 glasses. Somberly t 
dacked their lips over, sample|jurors approached the ordeal, , 
slugs representing the various sec- | they knew was that they ig o 
eee aguightnttt Raw how. uad 1 vod going 
5 } . n é | 
Over some they. rolled the liquid to he. They steslé@ ihenvelees it 
each took a drink out of each of} 
the seven set-ups. They tasted it 
all; and being brave men and wom- 
en, they even swallowed it. ‘ 
pe 


ir eyes in pure ecstacy. On some 
er sips—well, they were not so 


p you no longer in sus- 
e water from Queen Lane, 
he northwest section ofthe 
fas found: to be the worst of 
h some of the judges appear- 
have trouble getting their 
iter sampling it. 

inking it, some of the) 
te was so injured that 
yuldn’t record any taste at oF 
Jon some of: the other water serve 

ee: ‘tongues were numb 
- ll, . tgaybe it 
at, but any 


BNR ae ate wclot 


After doing all the tasting, 
conferred among themselves, 
when the votes were in,” 
Wood, in charge of. th n- 
no.aced the order of t vininers,, 
or losers, or howeyer’ you should 
measure Philadelphia water. 

Second place went to the sozealled 
“Springfield” water of the Philadel: 
phia Water Suburban Water Co, 
Delaware County.. T “was: 
Springfield water'in t 

rea;. fourth, io t 


t 
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SHOE TED 
AS REFERENDUM IS DEFERRED 


| S57 Twelve million dollars is a lot of money! ; 
} And unless the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company 
Stops. “throwing its weight around” on the basis of that 
tremendous profit it stands to make on a water source deal, 
Philadelphia may find itself in the throes of the biggest 

, Scandal in its history. ; 
__ | The Lehigh Coal and Navigation 
' Company. is determined to foist 
its Lehigh-Pocono water source! It. states: 
dawn the ‘throats of Philadelphia ie m Seine program under: 
taxpayers. How they plan to put|W@Y to reduce pollution in. the. 
is : - - ,| Delaware and Schuylkill rivers, it 
that deal across despite engineers’ | coms pertinent to examine the, 

» Aipdings as to the greater ad-| remedies required to eliminate the| 
antage of another supply, is ahy-| faults that would still remain with 

‘one’s guess. the present raw water supply. 

But it remains a fact that $12,-| Popular sudgmept condemns the 
000,000 is a lot of money and prop-| water supplied by the city because 
erly used can court considerable |of its taste and occasiona! odors. 
favor to any scheme. 3 Tastes and odors in water arise 

- It has already been decided that|generally from vegetables and 
the people of Philadelphia are not| animal matter, and chemical and 
.competent to vote on a choice of|other wastes, not removed from 

» water supply in the June primary,| the water Ly filtration, or from 
as had previously been-plafmed. | excessive chlorine, or from the 
Powerful figures are at work|reaction of chlorine on foreign 
“selling” the Lehigh-Pocono water matter remaining in the filtered 
‘source. - A very small portion: of | water. In recent years more than 

. the $12,000,000 the Navigation |200 cities have solved their taste! 
“Company stands to realize on the}and odor problems* by ‘super- 

+ ‘deal can provide for a magnificent | chlorination (using: large quanti- 
payroll. : ties of chlorine in the water .be- 

; The Navigation Company main-|fore it i$ filtered), or by treat- 
_.tains its project would cost thejing the filtered water with ac- 
_ city only $142,000,000,. including | tivated carbon or with ozone lan 

"the $12,000,000 the firm would.re-|allotropic form of. oxygen), | 

4) ceive for a few acres of worthless} -Philade:p.ia’s most” extensive 
mountain land. But engineers| experimetis have been with ozone.. 
, hired by the city declare that|During 1941 and 1942 the city) 
water source would cost at least | treated Schuylkill river water with: 

~ $350,000,000. ozone and obtained excellent re- 

«. When one of the Navigation] suits in’ the reduction of objec- 
,»Company.“salesmen” put forth the. tionable tastes and odors, as well 
4142,000,000 cost figure before alas in the sterilization of the water, 
tity business men’s group, he wastand also the elimination of man- 
asked if his firm would undertake | ganese, which makes + ater brown. 

| to bring the water here for that!” water from the Schuylkill ayer- 
price. > ages 130 parts per million of hard- 

; Well,” Le ‘stammered, - “we're | ness, and water from the Delaware: 

not in that kind of business.” at Torresdale averages 65 p.p.m:! 

|, The fact remains, however, that | Hardness arises largely from the 
_the Lehigh Coal and Navigation | presence, in solution, of carbon- 
-“ompany could procure those | ates or sulphates of magnesium or 

}, Whose business it is, just as the|of lime. Water with a hardness 
City of Philadelphia will have to/ of less than 50 p.p.m. is classified 

, do. ae as soft water and ordinarily is 
\. There is little hope that the|considered unobjectionable for 
‘people of Philadelphia will get|qdomestic use. It is - doubtful 
/Mhe water supply source which is! whether the cost of softening the 

; te their best advantage. The} Schuylkill water to below 50 p.p.m’ 
; Wallpack-Bend Project, which} would be justified, even though 
Seo take water from the upper] water users would obtain substan- 

_ Delaware, and which has_ been! tiaj Savings in soap and in the 
. favored by experts, has no $12,-| cost of maintenance and replace- 
ments of heating equipment. 


~ 900,000 bait to put it across. 

) Last week Robert V. White,| ‘Taken together, the Delaware 

resident of the Lehigh Coal andj and Schuylkill rivers can provide 
' the water the city require 


avigation Company, told that| aij 
‘m’s stockholders there would be However, in times of drought; 
pumpage from the Schuylkill has 


yen more years of prosperity. 
e did not elaborate on his pre- nearly equaled the flow of the 
river. This situation creates. : 


partial source to which ‘no $12% 
be forthco: h 


000,000. profit will 
ing. 


diction, nor did he reveal whether 
the prosperity would come from| nuisance downstream, as well a8 
coal, navigation—or water. - an alarming danger of a water 
_ Glenn O. Kidd, secretary and/shortage from that source,’ A 
chief water peddler for.the Le-|number of solutions are “possible, 
- high Coal and Navigation Com-|The facilities at Torresdale may 
pany, continues to adi 3S groupS|be enlarged so as to draw more 
“with the same old story of -how| water from the Delaware; - water 
cheap Lehigh-Pocono water will may be obtained from wells in 
be. South Philadelphia; or water may 
He has the gall to do this: in| pe obtained ¢ om development of 
spite of the fact that Water Com-|the Perkiomen. and Tohic¢kon 
mission engineers have set the! watersheds. 
cost of that water source at al-| Treatment of the -water from! 
most three times the amount Kidd|the city’s present sources can) 
claims it will be. .% produce a very satisfactory water,| 
Kidd applauded the action’ of| palatable as well as safe: and> 
City Council in deferring a ref-| continuation of the use of thesel 
erendum on the subject of a new} sources will keep Philadelphia’s 
water source until the people of|eggs in more than. one ~ba 4 
Philadelphia are better acquainted | Decision as to abar ‘onmen or 
“ith the facts. : tention needs to be “on 
3 variety -of factors 


Y nieans is 


| penditure of only $63,000,000 could 


that standpoint. 


|of money! 


ebt ‘service—alsc deprecia- 

and replacements. i 
‘To sum up the whole situation, | 
iladelphia, through the ex- 


provide as good water. from its 
present sources as runs through 
the faucets of any large American 
city. : = 
With both the Delaware and 
Schuylkill being ‘cleaned up, that 
project would seem the most de- 
Sirable from the standpoint of 
economy. ; 
Byt it is doubtful whether the 
Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com- 
pany will allow Philadelphia tax- 
payers to decide ,the issue ee 
Twelve million dollars a lot | 
| 


is 


DMs 


The $284,588,000 estimate for 
the Wallpack Bend plan figures 
$243,151,000 to bring the water 
down to Philadelphia and $41,- 
437,000 for a new Quéen Lane fil- 
ter plant and distribution’ con- 
nections. : - 

The Commission engineers 
Said if they use@ the Lehigh! 
company’s basis of designs and, 
unit costs on the Wallpack Bend 
plan itetvould figure up to only 
$107,000,000, RISER ex - 2% 


~ a J 


Wallpack Dam Questions 
HERE is little doubt that all the 
engineering problems of building 
a dam at Wallpack Bend on the Dela- 
ware, to impound water for Phila- 
lelphia, could be solved. Whether the 
egal problems would also yield is 
éss predictable. 

The Bureau of Municipal Research 
shows that the full legal power neces- 
sary to build the dam is hot now 
possessed by the city and cannot be 
delegated to it by the Pennsylvania 
‘egislature alone, 

New York, New Jersey, and De a- 
ware also have rights in the Delaw: ‘e 
water, and extensive areas of New: 
Jersey and some in New York would 
be flooded by the Wallpack Bend res 
ervoir. The right to flood them woul 
have to be acquired, and after that 
it would be necessary to work out 
some way to insure protection of wa- 
tersheds in New York and New Jer- 
sey from pollution. — . 4 

As the Bureau remarks, these: dif- 
ficulties are not necessarily insur- 
mountable, Yet it is obvious that no 
final decision could be made for a dam 
at Wallpack Bend unless the necessary 
legal rights had first been acquired; 
and acquiring them might consume 


SOE ISL be 


22 = = S57 
Water Engineers Claim 
Company Underesti- 
mated Cost 
(Continued From Eirst Page) . 


By LEEDS MOBERLEY 

to the northeastern city limits. 
That is as far as it goes. ee 

The Commission’ ‘engineers’ 
confidential report takes issue 
with the plan on virtually every 
point. , 2 

First of all, the Commission’s 
engineers accuse the Lehigh en- 
|gineers of estimating the yield of 
‘water at 7% percent more than 
the actual stream flow as re. 
corded over a 16-year period. 

They declare, the reservoirs 
would fall so low at times that 
“many hundreds: of acres” of 
reservoir bottom would be ex- 
posed: for extended periods. This, 
they assert, “would offer oppor+ 
tunity for the growth of vegeta- 
tion which on subsequent refill. 
ing of the reservoir would pro-. 
duce offensive tastes and odors.” 
Would Need Filtration , 


They report that the water. it: 
self, though comparable in qual- 
ity to other upland supplies, still 
contains enough pollution, color | 
corrosiveness and turbi ae 4 
(cloudiness) to require “fi tr d 
tion and supplemental treatme” f 
to continuously maintain. a saf . 
palatable, clear and altogether; 
satisfactory water supply.” 

. “Without. filtration,” says the 
report, “the average turbidity 
would be at least twice the aver-. 
age turbidity of water presently, 
‘being. supplied in the city oft 
Philadelphia.” 4 
~ But the commission’s engineers, 
find all those considerations of 
secondary importance. What they{ 
regard as of primary importance; 
is thé question of cost... And this 
is what they have to say: Bar, 

“The Lehigh Coal & Naviga 
‘tion, Company has greatly under-, 
estimated the total cost of their 
plan’ for a water supply. Part! 
of the underestimation is due ‘to, 
the use of inadequate unit prices} 
for various classes“of work and 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


4 


materials. Ot¥@®r — underestimi-, 
‘tions occur because ‘of inadequate’ 
‘design. 4 | 


Disapprove Tunnel Designs 


“The Lehigh Coal & Naviga- 
‘tion ‘Company has presented... 
‘a condensed breakdown showing 

a few of the important cost ele- 
ments... . Among the: signifi- 
cant items listed is ‘earth fill’ for 
construction of various dams. 
This. js estimated in two in; 
stances at 70 cents per cubic yard, 
and in another instance at 65 
cents per cubic. yard. 

“In. September, 1945, the New 
York Board of Water Supply re- 
ceived bits for the completion of 
Merriman Dam in the Upper 
Delaware River basin. An item 
for~ 5,600,000 cubic yards of 
‘earth fill’ was bid at 93 cents, 
$1.03 and $1.15 per cubic yard 
respectively by the three lowest | 
bidding coftractors.” 

The report suggests the Le. 
high estimates must have . been | 
based on pre-war costs... | 

As for design, the Commission | 
engineers disapprove the low-! 
cost unlined grade tunnels, near ; 
the surface of the ground, which ; 
éhe Lehigh plan proposes to car: 
ry \the water most of the distence 
fronn the upland reservoirs. i 
Favor .°ressure Tunnels — 


hey. fay. or coticrete lined pres: 


GH DEFENDS Engineers*Reject Lehigh Rive: 
Sr ieusacs For New Phila. Water Supply 
| c | 7 | Expents Advocate Wallpack ‘Bend 
Says Proposal Will Prove ee cia ra Pe \As Cheaper and Better Source: fo 


to Be Cheapest and : : a 
The proposal of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Co. for pr 


_ {| Best Source | WI NS U. S. APP ROVAL Sek Bie eae with i ie be supply by damming up t, 
’ Mowe . {| sever j i 
‘The Lehigh Coal & Navigation : ; | al of its tributaries was turned down } 


1 | é n lting engineers of the Mayor Cc i 

|.cO su i l J s Water ommission not or 
$ pa ny yester day rushed to e| on Wi 1 Cost | because it ould supply insufficient water r 
; th N ew Boost er St at 1 W. ] Ww but also because of 


: : Pe | | cost. 
c sy Philadelphia, water supplst $200,000 Including Buildings *) | That was /learned yesterday as ah.aftermath of the iss 
“the er 


of the engineers’ report on Sat- ;— 
butaries. 


urday, after a year of study. 
‘The board of consulting* engi’ | COST $245,000,000 : 
eers of the Mayor’s Water Com-\ 


| It was disclosed that the! commis-_ 
sion has disapproved the plan ‘sion had received a confidential re- | 


inadequate and excessively fort in January -which i 
tly. As revealed by The Rec- tnat the Lehigh Paney -phiten 
‘yesterday, they figured it would cost more than $345,000,000— 
would cost $345,000,000, not the considerably more than the esti- 
F 3,000,000 estimated by Lehigh mated cost. of $284,588,000 on the 
"spokesmen ($60,000,000 more _Wallpack Bend project in the Poco- 
_.than the estimated cost of the nos. . 
Wallpack Bend project which the The latter project, markedly fa- 
“¢ommission favors). vored in the engineers’ report, was 
§ ca Bared Report regarded as capable of supplying all 
Sie commission engineers | of Philadelphia’s water needs far 
«ae their report in January but) CpA ip the week Scene into the future. , | 
“was never made public until’ day. In the same period 31 projects; |® FROJECTS STUDIED : 
ye Record obtained access to A totaling $2,022,828 were disap-|, »_ The Lehigh River Project and the! 
yy. last week-end. In .thig °e- proved.* ~ y jWallpack. Bend project were two 
the engineers accused the : C, among eight upland potential water 
igh company of misrepre- egources studied by the engineers, 
vation, improper cost esti- ‘Jgho asserted they were not recom-. 
Gites and “inadequate engineer- ss faigending particularly any one of the. 
ie design.” a | '., everal projects. eet 
Robert V. White, president of | é £ . |. In their final report, on Sati 
‘the Lehigh Company, issued this | City Speeds, Work (gia, they dismissed. the Lehigin| 
reply yesterday: iy, [oy et eee aie en ee 
“ “The Lehigh-Pocono gravity : 4 Fa oud OO ovide all the water 
biepeter Seoiect will successfully iOn Pumping Station . “sadelphia needs if the present, 
eerie under every engineer. | ing eae “ae : Ss a ee polluted Schitylkill and 
ing study from the points of ; eneweecitie-wunping, fewer Delaware—sre even DeeBMy. 
: ; station at Torgesdale, which will pos- abandoned. | See 
sess six large pumps with a capacity. 
of 200,000,000 gallons of water daily 


of cost, adequacy of supply am 
: UNDERESTIMATED COST > 
when completed, is moving ahead 


view. : 
and purity of the water which 
ee. ae In the confidential report of last 
‘rapidly, Elbert J. Taylor, chief of the | January, however, it was said that 
- Water Bureau, announced yesterday. 


ater rents of the average house 

“holder about 102 per cent, ot from. 
‘about $8 to $16 a year.. The second 
plan would entail an increase of 13 
cents in the water rents: 
Goodall pointed out that the two 
| plans were to have been placed be< 
{fore the city’s voters at next Tues- ~ 
f day’s primen-s, but that Council—_ 
=| postponed the referendum so that © 
| Dublice hearings on the question 
could be held. 
- Councilman Clarence K. Crossan, 
who followed Taylor as a witness, * 
jsaid that since authorities agreed 
that it will take at least five years 
to complete an. upland source of 
jsupply, City Council Bhould, jn the 
meantime, provide some way ;of 
eliminating bad tasting water. i: 
|. In this connection, he suggested 
} serious attention be given his pfo- 
posal to abandon the Torresdale in-~ 
take from the Delaware River for 
anew one to be constructed at 
Yardley. At the Torresdale station, 
jhe pointed out, water is taken at 
tidal flow, a condition that would 
(not be necessary at Yardley. 
| “Philadelphia,” Crossan said, 
“should not have to wait fora new 
supply system to get better water. 
‘It is imperative, I believe, that we 
» }do something now—not five years 
&' from now—‘o eliminate the repu- 
| tation abr: ad) that ‘Philadelphia's 
jwater t“ and smells.” 
| Directorof Puklic Works Martin 


| J. McLaughlin, who followed Good- 


| A project tor construction of a 
booster pumping station in Fox 
Chase has been approved by the 
Civilian Production Administration, 
The total cost of the project will 
be $200,000, including $106,000 for 
erection of buildings to house four 
electric pumps. The station will be 
located at Lardneér‘and Oakley sts. 
The station relieve ‘low pres- 
sure condita in. the northeast 
and lessen thé load of: the T - 
dale and Qak Le . See. eg 
The project was among 82 com-|. 
mercial and industrial projects, to-. 


taling pg an a by the 


pectators appeared today to hear City Council’s Public Work Committee discuss improvement of the @!) told the committee that no mat- 
Two policemen were on hand to control the crowds anticipated ih ghe gallery (top). At extreme left, <. We ee ee OS Se 


er than 24 g 
ater sutyply, a 
ee : 4 5 : ing to cost a lot of money.” = RSE 
i is Mayor Samuel i i ; i pee . 
a y ut and at extreme right is Director of Public Works Martin J. McLaughlin |. McLaughlin also contended that 
_. Jess than 25 spectators pres-| uled for May 22, were called solely be inundated if the Wallpack Bend quired here in the year 2000, 4) ter from any source—present or 
fe ty Council's Committee on/|for a discussion of plans now being|project to bring water here from|present the city’s water needs ru|P/@0"ed-—is going to be “black as 
Publ.) Works today began public| considered by Council. Another |the upper Delaware River is the|between 330,000,000 and 350,000,0¢,/"" after a storm and will require 
bere of plans for improving|hearing, the date for which has not|one chosen. 3 - gallons daily. hee peut ication. Despite admitted in- 
P iladelphia’s water supply. yet been set, will be held -to give Z : Y The -engitieers, -he-saidan 'adequacies, the water now supplied 
Regardless of what new source| opponents of the plans a chance tol Goodall, chairman of the May-|mended two plans, the first @he by Piledelphians has never failed vo 
‘upply is agreed upon, Philadel-| voice their criticism. prs Water Commission, who gave alin thé. Wallpack Bend projey “Cet health standi.rds, the director “4 
t is going to continue to get| A small attendance had been ex-|prjef report of the findings of a| Which would cost $284,588,000. Th told the committee. «5 9 { 
_ ae sae ne distribution) pected at. today’s opening session—jpoard of engineers appointed by|Second plan called for a project to” os < —~ ; 25 Inquity 
proved, the committee; but not as small as the audience|+,e commission to study the best|improve and augment the city’s, “- #Beca the Lehigh Coal and Navigation 
Taylor said the new station, part 


Pa < : % nee. ‘ supremely 

gets 162 Oy7 Elbert J. Taylor, chief} which showed up. Two policemen a apt n id —- -wecause we. are 

of the Bureau of Water. He said] assigned to handle visitors ‘to the Beers OF Snes. Wate Bore: 500. ie img Speen ¢ conf t-of the outcome we are | ( ‘Sompany had underestimated the 
|of the city’s $18,000,000 water-im- © St of its suggested project. 
provement program, will make it, 


2 : ; ; , . i awaiting the official in- 

auch of the 2,400 miles of water| gallery in Council’s City Hall cham- |500,000,000-Gallon Goal The estimated | _ awaiting eagerly t! ae 

Bach : ; 1 sce d cost of the Wall-) stigation by City Council. We That report said the engineers for 

mains here 4re corroded and that} bers, stood by idly when not er-| ‘Goodall said that the engineers ject ‘del 83 ) Piensa 

> y idly ap a g pack Bend project does not provide possible to make repairs to conduits| | the company had overestimated the 
at the Lardner’s Point Station which | 


ne 


a 


te’ i i j é sl sal ‘is sound 
er from ‘nem is goin® to con-|son appeared there. were’ instructed -to develop plans|for replacement of corroded mai ire sure our propos 

i i i jori i mains tually to Le it 
ue dirty until the mains are re,| A majority»of_today’s spectators |which would’eventually supply 500,-| as nec the rehabilitation esti aia. j id will be found eventually stream flow of the Lehigh and its 
reas yi ; mate, | 


a sci KS ; ~~ t and best water Migs Stn ,| | tributaries by 7% percent, It added 

laced, came from. as 000,000. gallo day to Philadel- : ee soe] : -opose > the cheapes ) " cannot be done at this time without | |. y Pp ate 

ES Today's-nearing, and one.sehed-“ar elas Be arhich would phiseaihe al which would eee neeeer end. project; in the we splknds ieee Source available to Philadelphia. | | jeopardizing the city’s maximum, / that if dams were constructed there 

aes ond Cnedeaeae cks,; oer wou phia~ghe-t we Te-| — (Continited. qn Page Wo, Columpsignt) in the Lehig’ he + ae erties "“The report to the Mayor's} | hourly capacity, ,-» | | would be times when hundreds of 
sc ceatcceatlll — St age wane oo sree 2% using the type of cons Commission, so far as it referred & “i | acres of reservoir bottom would be 


tion on which they based their 
estimates for the Wallpack Bend 
project, they. figured it would 
cost $320,000,000 to bring the Up- , Nothing new his de 
per Lehigh water to the city lim- | Tepea ‘since then and there has 
its. That includes no provision Seen no further investigation. . 
for filtration equipment or con- | Dee ed at Hearing 
nections to the distribution sys- ' xen we received the Jan- 


bo report we gathered oui” en- 


© the Lehigh plan, has been 
“s 1ews Since Januar;,, wheny! 
§ filed with the Commis: 


exposed. That would mean, it was 
argued, that plants would grow and 
that eventually they would give un- 
| pleasant tastes anc odors to the 
water. 


GREATER TURB\ JITY 


“Without filtration,” the January 
report states, “the average turbidity 


Facing the Water Problem ~' 
Quaffty of Delivered Water, Rather than Raw Supply, 
See Not Stressed in Engineers’ Report 


‘Se RE 
>? Water Impatience ~. 
ALK in the councilmahie chamber 
of the need to do somiething dras- 
tic, right away, about’ the wate ¢ prob, 
‘Jem is both futile and harmfuly; 


* 
BOLE Et 


The Bulletin resumes today its presentation of a series of articles 
ded to give readers in brief and simplified form a clearer under- 
ling of the voluminous technical reports compiled for the Phila- 

be Ale! p Water Commission. The first three of these articles appeared — 
wt May 14, 15 and 16. Because of their importance to every resident of - 
of Philadelphia the series was suspended during the period of curtailed 

_ Bulletin-circulation. The fourth article follows; the fifth will appear 


Many Philadelphitns very, .often 
find the present water unpleasant to 
drink. It is a safe water, However, 
and it has been.ased fora long time 
without catastrophe. Grated that, 
improvement is desirable, the need is 
not so urgent that the city would be 
justified in cutting short its delib- 


It would take at least seven | 
more miles of pressure tunnel— | 
at a little over $2,000,000 a mile | 
—to bring. the water from the) 
city limits to the Torresdale fil: | 
tration plant. Improvements to, 


the Torresdale filters to handle | 
ye new supply would cost an- \ 


“wary 
gineers together and «,peared | 
jn a public hearing before the | 
Mayor’s Water Commission and | 
‘answered every contention made 
‘by them and repeated this week- 
end. Our report is a matter of | 
| public record and it still stands. 
F ““We repeat that our proposal 
ould bring to the city of Phila-| 


would be at least twice the average) 
turbidity? of water presently being 
supplied’ im the City. of Philadel- 
re phia.” WA i 4 
| The repost also suggested that the 
estimate of ¢osts by the Lehi¢ 1 Coal 
Cand. ayes on Co. had been based 
{on preawar: figures for labor and 


TOW.) 3 | materidls, ahd not on. my. Puypnced 


| prices of /oday. 
. = 


f 


os concerned with ‘sources, they may not' 
gir discussion of the raw water | have felt ‘calletupon to discuss at: 
es ( ered ‘to the city’s purifying | length the sui bility of the water aft« 
pla he Water Commission’s Board | er treatment, either now, or after antis 
‘of Consulting Engineers say that both pollution measures have become ef: 
rivers “are now polluted to an extent | fective, or after the installation ‘of 
greatly exceeding the maximum | better methods of treatment.” .~ 
recommended {by the U. S. Public} A very important antippllution 


phia pure, unfiltered mountain | 
rater at the rate of 510,000,000 | 
"Ballons a day for’ a total of $142,- 
_.gall 
RE le i 
Risk Reputations ; i 
“During the first’ 50. years it ' 
“would cost only $122,000,000. | 
‘Our plan hasbeen developed and | 
ented by. some of. the. most | 
standing water supply engi-| 


¥ 


erations on what is best to be done 
or in adopting a plan whose chief 
virtue might be that the engineering 
work could, be quickly completed. 
Three to five years seems to be the 
minimum time in which the simplest 
of the proposals discussed by the | 
Water Commission’s Consulting En- 


‘atershed — 


: ne 


Health Service] for raw water to be | measure, of course, is the Ss own gineers could be put into effect. ; Valens os aoe pitatons | 
‘purified by rapid sand filtration.” {Sewage disposai program: ~-4 par ; +. th Company r ing to ris eir repute | 
These hips seem to have been| But while ore searches The cy ie sae we ut 30,000 acres in the Lehigh upon the accuracy of their fig.’ 
*e widely quoted than Understood. | 4 direct statement from th longer than that for the-most ener: River watershed, valued at $5,- res and the engineering. design 
ninig’is lost if the x ieienes that the water from pr getic anti-pollution campaign to get 000, hich it hopes ‘to. sell | of the entire projgct. Seen 


| to the city as part of its plan. 
City Council’s Public Works 
mmittee will hold a series of 
he nes before any. final de- 
5 made. Asa prelude to 


in its work. For the city’s own sew- ‘Committee on 
age disposal program, the voters: 
have only this week authorized 2) 


Joan; Considerable improvement. 


is suitable or can be mad 
seems to be necessarily. implied. 
sumably the engineers - woul 

have gone to'th 


| Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 


2004.019.0016B 


filtration for purification. Al- 


1e water passes through | estimates of the treatment processes seems pos hearings, the. Water Commis- 
i =a m yesterday arranged. for a 
filters or is double fit_ered. | “present meeting with members of 


: “ee ; ple, but it can’t be put into e 
f ‘rat. n is the only fil- | “ever night. Bene Bee 


the Belmont Wa- | 


ity Council at 2 P. M. tomor- 
sw. Tye Commission’s consult- 


é nat i Ul ed by ae —s ee wae engineers also willattend. | 

d eatment) ars ee cat 

_ Since the engineers were primarily | a 
ar ee Lee : 


teclate Company Esti- 
mates Were Less Than — 
Half of Cost °° 

By LEEDS MOBERLEY 


The board of consulting engi- 
aeers of the Mayor’s Water Com- 
| mission figures the Lehigh Coal 
|&' Navigation Company’s water 
supply plan actually would cost 
upward of $345,000,000, it -was 
learned yesterday. } ; 
That is more than $60,000,000} 
higher than the estimated cost | 
of the plan favored by the Com- 
mission, to tay a new source on 
the Upper Delaware fRiver at 
| Wallpack Bend. » tee 
/214' Times Lehigh Estimate ~ / 
It. is almost two and.a half. 
‘times the $145,122,000 estimated 
‘by the Lehigh Company’s engi- 
neers. 
’The Commission’s engineers 
made a special study of the Le- 
high plan and presented their 
findings in a confidential report 
jn January. This report, it can) 
now be revealed for the first time, | 
‘bluntly accuses the Lehigh com- | 
pany of misrepresentation, mis- | 
calculation, underestimation’ of 
costs and “inadequate engineer- 
ing design.” | 
None of this was contained in. 
the engineers” bulky final report) 
which ,was released for newspa-, 
per publication on Saturday. The | 
latter document was an overall) 
survey of the water problem | 
which made only passing refe-| 
rence to the Lehigh Plan. al 


Must Tap New Source 


it was, however, a definitive 
; study which among other things 
corroborated the layman’s con- 
viction that Philadelphia never 
will have really good drinking 
water until we tap an uncontami- 
nated upland source. It offered | 
no hope of ever fully reclaiming | 
tMe grossly polluted Schuylkill 
jand Lower Delaware. 0 : 
The engineers estimated. the, 
cost of the favored Wallpack | 
Bend project . at _$284,588,000. 
They foundethe waterworks so 
run down that if we keep. our 
present sources we will hayé to 
spend at least $62,568,000 on it. 
Even if weedecide on an upland 
source, we will have to Spend 
$31,203,000'on the existing water- 
‘works to guard against break- 
downs during the construction 
period. : 
The final report devotes only 
one typewritten page to the Le- 
high plan. It goes into no de- 
/tails but simply concludes that 
“this Lehigh plan will not yield 
a sufficient quantity of water for, 
future needs of Philadelphia;' 
‘that the water is unsuitable for, 
use without filtration (contradict: 
ing one of the.company’s most- 
touted selling points) and that, 
the cost of construction would 
greatly exceed $142,122,000.” { 


Say Yield. Overestimated 4 


The plan proposes. to dam the, 
Upper Lehigh River and from 
two to five of ‘its tributaries, , 
bring the impounded waters 
through an aqueduct to a reser- 
voir on Jericho Creek and thence 


‘tinea on Page 6, Column 4, | 


Philadésphia Must Get \ 
‘A New Source of Water -, 


There is no sensible alternative to a new 


source of water supply for Philadelphia. 


_ Many Philadelphians have been -convinced 
of that for years. They are now confirmed in 
their opinion by experts. ee 
_ Never can the city »xpect to get good 
drinking water from he Schuylkill and 
Delaware. ga ae 
That’s the most sign ficant conclusion’ ni 
the final report of the consulting engine oh 
of the Mayor’s Water Commission, al 
_ It could hardly come from higher author; 
ity, or be based: more substantially on fact. 
The engineers are career men of nation | 
reputation in their field, They devoted nih 
months to the first really complete engine¢r 
‘jing appraisal of the city’s water problem. | 
Of course, the present system could ihe 
“fixed up.”-The engineers cover that in thei y 
report. The system could be patched up ju 
as it has been for years whenever the city 
took the trouble to do anything at all. 
.It would cost $62,568,000 to restore and 
modernize the present Schuylkill-Delaware 


system, the engineers estimated. 


If the Schuylkill were abandoned (almost, 


inescapable, they indicate) and the city’s 
water taken entirely from the Delaware, 
the cost would be $25,000,000 more. — 
A total of $87,568,000! For what? 
For more chlorine cocktails. Pi 
' That would be throwing good money after 


bad water. 


® * * : 


& 


oe <a 


(, Phfla., Fri. June 28, 1946 
al ? © ; 
2 'Cost of Good Water. 
OR about $91,000,000, as The 
“Bulletin has pointed out, Phila- 
delphia can assure itself of pure and 
palatable water without drawing 
upon distant sources. By the first 
steps of this expenditure it can get} 
odorless, healthful water, devoid of 
any unpleasant taste, within ofe 


than the cost ‘of any other solution 
of the water problem. 

The overall figure includes the ex- 
pense of increasirig the daily supply 
- ta 500,000,090 gallons—a quantity not 
needed now or in the foreseeable fu- | 
ture. That expenditure could be re- 
duced to $46,500,000 by providing only 
’ the required quantity of water. Un- 
' foreseen need can be met when and 

if it seems likely to.arise. \ 

What would the city get x the 


$76,500,000? 
For $25,000,000 the Schuylkilk un- 
desirable because of its unreliable 
flow, its hardness and the high man- 
ganese content, could be abandoned. 
Water taken from the Delaware at 
Torresdale could be delivered by 
pumps and conduits to the Belmont 
and Queen Lane filter plants for 
treatment and subsequent distribu-. 
“tion to present Schuylkill. consumers. 
For about $28,100,000. the city could 
make all the improvements included 
in the “Revised Water Bureau Pro- 
gram” not purchasable with the un- 
»expended balance of the current 
© water loan. These would include im- 
| proverhents to pumping and purifica- 
tion facilities, and extensions and im- 
‘provements in the distribution sys- 
* tem. f 


Fg eemen Sas San ent Senos cE wanes PTO SYNE NAS TY Ne SV Es 


e 


The heavily polluted lower Delaware a 


‘country for any major American city, the 


‘pure enough to provide Philadelphia with 


Bend project. 


Schuylkill are the worst Water source in t 


engineers reported. 
And no matter how successful the cleanup 
of those rivers being carried on in Pennsyl- 
vania and New Jersey, they will never be 
good water. ’ 
“It is certain,” said the engineers, “tha 
much pollution will remain.” 
That should destroy finally any desperate- 
ly held hopes that the city any longer can 
avoid its obligation to find a new source, 
oe | * cy | 
The engineers considered a number of 
proposals to tap upland water sources. It 
laid emphasis in its report on the Wallpack 
It provides for bringing pure water into, 
the city through an underground tunnek 
from an artificial lake near Bushkill on the! 
upper Delaware. fe 


The cost was estimated at $284,588,000, 


"Some $31,203,000 more would be needed foe 


stop-gap improvements in the present sys- 
tem pending completion of the project. 
Total cost would then be $315,791,000. 
For what? A drink of good water whenever. 
you want it, as far ahead as our vision cam’ 
take us. aera | 
Does that sound like a lot of money? A 
prohibitive sum? Sounds are deceiving.  ' 
For it would cost only an increase of little 


more than two cents a day in the average. 


householder’s water bill. 

Is that too much for good water? 

Long: before next November, when the 
‘water loan project is placed on the ballot, 
Council’ should conduct public hearings 
based on the engineers’ report. If there are 
still questions to be asked, let’s ask them and 
get the answers.: =.= > :. ‘ : 

Then Council should indorse a specific 


Suet ime 


Plan for a new source of water supr, ..... 


_ *itpn.te.4&peopie, who are ready to pay 


Philadelphians don’t want a project simply 
because it costs more than any other. Nor 
does it want the cheapest because if appears 


‘to be a bargain. 


They want the” best. — 
They are purchasing Philadelphia’s future. 


© For $4,000,000 the city could install 
‘facilities for taste and odor control, 
| For $19,400,000, the city could have 
‘what the Water Commission’s con: 
sulting engineers call the “future 
‘Water Bureau program,” including 
_ universal metering 
step if present sources are to pro- 
vide the quantity of water needed); 
‘improvements to three reservoirs (in- 
cluding roofs) and extensions, re- 
‘placements, cleaning and lining of 
_ Mains, 
“The water obtainable from these 
“improvements would not. be inferior | 
in taste, odor, or purity to that ob- 
tainable from _ distant 
“sources at a cost four to five times 
‘as high. And the quantity obtainable 
can be made sufficient for the pres- 
-ent, the years immediately ahead, 
and perhaps for all time. ten 
FSR | ee ae SS 


(an important 


mountain 


{ _—and They Aren't 


the ‘Public’ 


. tically empty house? 

For all the criticism of t 
' “Schuylkill cocktail” and all th 
discussions pro. and con of a 
new source of supply, har 
anybody seemed interested. ~ 
. Galleries. Deserted 

The galleries were deserted. / 
The only spectators were a few 
men and women, numbering less} 
than 40 at the peak and most of}, 
the time no more than two dozen, |, 

* who sat in folding chairs at the! 
back of the Council chamber. _|| 

And they weren’t what you'd’ 
call “the general public.” In the 
main, they were residents of 
Bucks and Montevmery counties 


‘who would have to move out to}: 
* make way for the proposed War-|’ 


.Yington reservoir. Among them,} 
too, were representatives of vari- 
‘ous civic and business organiza- 
tions like the Bureau of ,Munici- 
pal Research, the Pennsylvania, 
onomy League, the Committee 
of 70, and the Chamber of Com-' 
merce and Board of Trade. ij 
Only Cynical Not Surprised | 
The small turnout surprised all! 
put the most cynical, but the first 
hearing otherwise lived up to’ 
_ expectations. Se 
* Spokesmen for the-Water Bu- 
ereau Stoutly defended the. city’s 
present drinking water. Lysle 
»l. Jenne, the Bureau’s sanitary 
engineer, cited figures to show 
that “average” xscsilution and 
chemical. content of the raw 
water supply is within the U. S. 
Public Health Service tolerances, 
And he insisted that the water 
doesn’t réally taste or smell so 
awfully bad. : 

That inspired Councilmar 
George D. Mansfield to blame the 
press—especially The Record— 
for the “notoriety” Philadelphi. 
water has acquired. k 

“IT. seem to be unique,” chimet 


Continued on, Page 2, Column $,, 
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50 - 
n Councilman L. Wallace Egan, 
| “because I have never found any- 
thing wrong with this water, al- 
jthough I have lived here for 51 
|years,” é One 


rudely interrupted by Council- 
man Clarence K. Crossan. 
‘|. I heritate to’ believe,” he said, 
“that ny colleagues are really 
‘|convinced that Philadelphia water 
doés not haye a taste—an un- 
Pleasant taste—and a highly de- 
veloped odor. I’d like to believe 


home, prove that it is. 


seat :|Long Lines at the Springs 


(Continued From First 


_ This symposium ¢f eulogy was 


| 
‘|work 
above the tidal flow. | 
Not Practicable — 


Friel and: Joel D, Justin, and 
other of the Water Commission's 


| 


y, which “is 


jnext hearing, to be held on Ma, 
22 --aemepaleirom today, 24.4 
Councilman Phineas T. Greet: 


| “We see long lines of people| addresses to William W. Felton, | 
in Fairmount Park—and these|clerk of Council. s 


the time he went to the St. Louis 
World’s Fair in 1904 and the won- 
derful things they 
‘| with “liquid mud” from the Mis- 
,|Sissippi River then.’ : 


“How About St. Louis Method?” 


‘tables at the hotel that night, 
and you couldn’t beat it. °- 
‘They always said that if May- 
or Weaver had seen the Weir 
| System: that St. Louis used we 
would never have used filters in 
Philadelphia, I wonder ‘f we 
_;couldn’t try the St. Louis ~ eth- ' 
od here.” 
Francis S. Friel, secretary of 
the board of consulting engin- 
eers of the Mayor’s Water Com- 
mission, said St. Louis doesn’t 
take its water from the Mis- 
SISSIppl any more. It changed 
over to the Missouri in 1920 and 
is. uSing filters now anyway. Be- 


* 


| Sides, the raw water isn’t any- |: 
‘| thing like as bad as the stuff 
‘| that comes out of the heavily 
‘| polluted “Schuylkill and Lower 


Delaware. ; 
Temporary Improvement? 


for granted that the Water Com- 
mission’s ‘plan to tap the Upper 
Delaware 


be possible to effect some tem- 


porary iniprovement in the pres-| | 


ent supply as a stopgap. . He 


pointed out that it would take |- 


at Teast five years to complete a 
new water supply project. 
He jsuggested moving the in- 


take on the Delaware River from 7 


Porresdale~wheére. it is contami. 


lated by Philadelphia sewage|.| 


were doing|Tuesday’s primary. 


the’ discussion with a review o p 
the Commission’s studies and re o 
called that the original plan wa} 
to hold a referendum at next 
The voters were to have been} 
asked to choose between the Wall- 
pack Bend program, at a cost of 


Crossdm, apparently taking it|. 


at Wallpack Bend will| 
be adopted, asked if it wouldn’t 1 


e $284,588,000 (plus $31,203,000 for! 
We went out to the water-|Stop-gap repairs to the | 
works,” he said, “and saw this| Waterworks), and a general re-| 
muck going through the treat-| habilitation and expansion of the 
ment processes, and then we saw | Present supply at a cost of $62,- 
the water that was put on our| 68,000. Council, however, called 
off the referendum to allow more 


present | 


time for study. 


Pi eee ee 


| 


vashed upstream from. the! 
Theatsheaf Lane treatment ‘ 


Philadelphia Water Department 


Historical Collection 


2004.019.0017A 


‘Public oWrks ‘Committee, in Room 
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|Dispute Lehigh Assertion 


Pocono Supply Would 
Not need Filtering 


| ips 
_+ Engineers. of tie Philaldephia 
Water Commission’ today disputed 
jassertions by spokesmen of the Le- 
high Coal and Navigation Co. that it 
would: not be necessary to filter 
water drawn from the Lehigh River 
basin. Pe 

The engineers, members of the 
board of consultants employed by 
the commission to study plans for]: 
new courses of city water, testified |, 
at a public hearing of City Council’s |- 


400, City, Hally F 
About 40 persons at the hearing), 
heard the enginers speak in rebut-|, 
tal to testimony given yesterday by|, 
spokesmen for Lehigh, which seeks 
to sell the city a plan to draw water 
from the Lehigh River. The engi- 
neers have recommended the Wall- 


y 


pack Bend.project, E | 
Approval Doubted _ | 


“Tam quite positive the Pennsyl- 


_vania Department of Health will not 


approve a new source of water sup- 
ply without filtration,” said Fran- 
cis F. Friel, secretary to the Board 
of Consulting Engineers. 

Charles A. Emerson, a member 
of the board, recalling that com-| 
pany spokesmen had called the 
commission’ engineers © ultra-con- 
feel that 


| 


QUEEN LANE 
| TASTERS IND 


Bottled Produc, Suburban . 
Supplies Win’ Out | 
in'Test | 


i) ; Jee 
” Eleven: hardy men andy; renen 
'|yesterday. pufished theif taste 
jbuds in an effort to determine 
just d Philadelphia water 
itastes, © > 
~ When. the test—conducted at a 
luncheon meeting of the Citizens 


Committee on City Planning at 


e Sylvania Hotel—was over, 
5 unpalatable fact emerged: 
e water produced by the 
een Lane puma station is 
1€ worst of a bad “lot, | 


even Samples Tested” 

To insure a fair. test, seven. 
Maples of water were used— | 
bottled water; some from the| 
fringfield-Cheltenham area; a) 
ample from the Springfield- 
Narberth supply; water from a 
Fairmount Park spring, and 
some from the Belmont, Torres-’ 


Morris W. Wood, who conduct- 
ed,the test, could tell by facial 
{expressio 


‘a and Queen Lane stations, 


» when the. tasters 
the Philadelphia 
hich a wit once said 
“water in the world 


ests were completed, 
sipped some strong: 
n astringent, these re- 


Follows Watel 
by Jobless 


Eportive 2 asa panne sea lion, a 

22-year-old ex-Sailor swam for 40 
minutes yesterday in the cold 
a ater of East Park Reservoir, 


squad of policemen tried to lure 
thim out. 

Only, because he finally grew 
tired ‘did the swimmer return to 
shore and permit ‘himself to be 
‘arrested. The charge against 
him: is disorderly conduct by at- 
: mpting- suicide. 


He Saw the Sign 

is Edward Stoddard Barber, 

N. Stanley. st. 

te couldn’t, have failed to see 
‘No. Swimming” sign, police 


is part. of the city’s sutbly. 
jarber and a friend, Alex Imo- 


: iown to his swimming 
dived into 26 feet of 


arnings from Pierce. Pierce 
to a rowboat and pow 


Baker é 


Park Guasis, help Edward Stoddard Barber, in stubs trunks, thedugh a IiArbed- ee 


fence atop a valve house at East Park Reservoir in which he took an ill wim, fi : 
bers bride, Lorna, ~ ‘ : pi as de ge = 


_pwife. 


ontinued From First Page) 
mers the ‘officers ever saw, em- 
ployed back stroke, side stroke, 
breast,. stroke and Australian 
crawl. He dived. He floated. He 
swam under watér for half a 
minute at a time. He scared the 
cops silly by pretending he was 
in distress. and drowning. 

They had reason for their 
fears. For on the shore, Barber’s 
friend, Imovitz, was explaining 
how Barber, out of a job and 
unable to support his: recently 
acquired wife, Lorna, was de- 
spondent and had been talking 
about suicide. 

Barber swpm across the .reser- 
voir. The pokee, figuring he was 
about to climb out, ran around to} 
the gther side to nab him. . The| 
reservoir is a mile and __five- 
eighths in: circumference, and it 
was quite a run. But when.the 
officers reached the other. side, 
puffing and. peeved, Barber 
merely swam away to another 
point. 

Pierce had gone. on his way, 
and the officers didn’t know h 
had a_ boat» nearby. So two! 
guards piled into a truck, drove 
to Girard ave. on the Schuylkil,, 
pulled a 300-pound boat out’ of, 
the river; put it in the truck, and 
hauled it back to the reservoir. 

ws they arrived; sweating and 
‘red-faced, Barber swam easily to | 
the shore and climbed Out. | 

“I’m tired,” he told Park Guard 


4 Set. William Jent. 


Later, he told Park Guard De- 
tective Sgt. Richard’ Donahue 
that one reason he’d leaped into 
the water was that he’d Jost his’ 
job and had. quarreled with his 


He will have a heariyg at thef 
Sedgley Park Guard i aed this 
morning. ., at 


ae 
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" ppposed the plan because if would 
evct=e relocation of many Boks t 
(County roads. Rar 
‘Questions Legality: ati ae! 

McCracken ‘told the cil 
\that he seriously questioned Phila- | 
delphia’s exercise of the right of) 
eminent domain in another county 
‘and that he” proposed to file a 
memorandum with. the committee 
later, expressing-that objection. 

Judge Ladner 1iterated his pre- | 
‘vious objection to the Walpack Bend: 
\project on the ground that it is not} 
sttificiently uperior to that of tak- 
ing watersfrom the Delaware at 
Yardley and, that it would. involve 
interstate complications with New 
Jersey and New York. 

On the other hand, he pointed out, | 


adoption of the proposed Upper Le-| 


high River Basin plan would inv¥olve 
mo interstate’ complications and 
jcompared its estimated cost of $240,- 
000,000 with the estimated $360,000,- 
00 cost of the Wallpack Bend pro- 
posal, 

% “It is my. view,”. Judge Ladner 
told the committee, “that if we go 
to the Wallpack Bend, it will give 
|US very little better water, at a vast- 
‘ly greater expense, than if we moy- 
ied the intake to Yardley. 

' “Tf the citizens .of Philadelphia 
want a pure upland source of water, 
in my judgment they should con- 
fine themselves to» sources within 
*he State of “P@nnsylvania, free of}. 
all interstate ¢ompiications and so 
far as possible in a protected water- 
shed that is not likely to be either 
industrialized or urbanly developed 
and which can be policed.and pro- 
tected by ote:own Statg laws,” | 


Vyvater Plan will Wipe | 
out Third of Taxables 
4 


Eat sda of a reservoir and dami| 
in Warrington + Township, Bucks 
‘County, in connection with a pro- 
posed new upland "water supply for, 
Philadelphia, will “wipe out one~ 
third of that community's taxabl 
properties, township officials cont 
;tended today. 
| They were among those heard 
when City ‘Council's Committee on 

Public Works, headed by Council- | 
‘man Phineas T. Green, chairman,, 
resumed public hearings on various , 
iplans under consideration for pro-} 
‘viding Philadelphia with a larger | 
‘and more moderiy water supply 
‘system. 

Summoned i Robert T. Mc- 
‘Cracken, solicitor for the Bucks; 
(County Board- of. Commissioners, ; 
tthe township officials protesting the! 
location of the Warrington reser- 
voir and dam were George T. Tet- 
temer, real estate assessor; Charles 
L. Murray, tax collector, and Ed- 
ward T. Hancock; a member of the 
County Board of Commissioners. 


‘Judge Ladner Assails. Plan 


. Earlier jf today’s session, Or- 
phans’ Court Judge Grover C. Lad- 
ner, president of the Schuylkill Riv- 
er Valley Restoration Association, 
condemned the Wallpack Bend pla 
(which involves construction of the 
reservoir objected to in Warrington. 
Township) and suggested, instead, 
that a wholly State-contained up- 
Jand source be agreed upon if the 
‘present sources of supnly cannot he 
improved, .° j 
_ Tettemer, under ‘the questioning! 
of McCra¢ken,*told the committee 
that Warrington. Township’s. tota 
assessments are $1,510,962 and t 
the 2,900-acre, site selected for the 
reservoir is assessed at $592,3 
Within that site, Tettemer “aid, 
are 270 homes and farms ‘housing 
more than 1,000 persons, all of whom 
will have to find new homes. Loca- 
tion-of the reservoir in the town- 
ship, hé also said, will wipe out two 
,public schools, a parochial school,’ 
thrée churches and. the entire vil-} 
lage of Neshaminy, 


Says Creek Will Dry Up 


| « Tettemer also contended that 35) 
|to 40 miles of Neshaminy Creek will 
[be dried up. as location. of the reser- 
tvoir in the township, he said, will 
| eliménate Little Neshaminy and} 
\Park Creeks, two’ of ‘its principal 
(tributaries. 
Murray told the committee that 
\the township would lose approxi- 
imately $13,000 in present taxes’ if 
the reservoiiris located in his town- 
ship and. that. surviving sections 
would have to have taxes increased 
to make up for the loss. 
Hancock.said some of the build- 
ings that would be demolished un- 
derthé: proposal date back to pre~ 
Revol att ong and have been o 
cupied*by generations of the BARS: 
familys “In addifien to this senti’, 
mental opjettion, he ‘said, he- alsa 
(Continued on Page Tév, {Column Two) 
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Warrington Dam would 
Dispossess 1,000 


The Montgomery County Com- 
missioners today formally protested | 
the pr oposed construction of a resp 
srvoir in Warrington Township &@s 
part of the Wallpack Bend- Wart 
rington project as a new source, ior 
While’ the protests were being ex* 
pressed, a group of Horsham Town- 
ship property owners listened atien¥) 
tively at the public hearing on new | 
sources of city water, before City, 
Council’s Public Works Committee. . 
Warren F, Cressman, Montgom- 
ery. County engineer, deéclar eu: 
‘“This project would dispossess up- 
lw ard of 1,000 residents and prop- 
jerty owners, who would have to}! 
esses new homes. Although the dam jj 
'wwould. be built in Warrington} | 
Tow nship, the area affected would?) 
lcover some 4,400 acres, with thet} 
\yeservoir virtually cutting Horsham}, 
it ownship in half. 


Road Relocation Needed 


“It would inyolve a relocation of |) 
art of Easton road, as well as 
ther State highways, county and}| 

township roads, Some of the latter 

‘would be wiped out. Old landmarks 
would be destroyed or inundated. 
Several bridges would be elimis 4 
nated,” 

Present a’so were Foster Cc. Hille: 
| Zass, president -af the Montgomery 
‘County Commissioners; Commis- 
stoner Fred C, Peters, and Maxwell | 
| Strawbrid -e, attorney for the com- | i" 
j mission. ~~: 

Peters said the commissioners | 
|were unanimously supporting the} 
| ¥{orsham ‘Township residents in opr, 
position to the reservoir. Wher 
Cressman remarked that Philadel- 
rphia needs water and needs it badly, | 
put reiterated opposition to, the 
Warrington project, Councilman I 

Wallace Egan observed that as he} 
}understood it, the cammissioners 
and_ residents objected solely be- | 
cause it affected their property and ! 
their lives. 
| .“Naturall: ’ said Cressman, “that |! 
‘is the reason, 4) 

William J. Heffernan, interna-| 
tional vice president ‘of the Uphol- | 

(Continued on Page Three, Column ory 
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ATHY ATER AW REET ANTOWT 


j|to the cost of any improvem 


|| Cites Rental Increase soe 


iiphia Boosters Associatic 


‘possible, and feels that, legal 
culties might be involved int 


i|tant, and would necessitate tearine 


‘ ozone process in treatment of water, 


|\of the’ Welsbach Engineering, and} 


||Plain “as a logical treatment for 


of the water going to Queen Lar} 


sal metgring throughout the city. i 
‘The third stage would provide for]. 
‘ futureiguantity requirements, and}: 
-} would. «mh 


T stere #3 International Union 


North America, , FL, urged Cou 
onsideration to 


with equally serious considera) 


gram, 


“The members of the union 
little stomach for today’s city wa: 
ter,” he added, “but equally little) 
stomach for a 25 per ce! ‘ 
water rents that would continue to}, 
supply the same filth and dise: 
laden water with the dubi 
od of more chlorine or extr 
essin; 

Harry L: Clark, chairman. of 
water committee of the. io 


Philadelphia needs a go 
jsupply as quickly ‘and cheapl 


iy ate 


Wallpack Bend project.’ i: z 

“The estimated $284,000,000 cost, 
he said, “is*too large a sum f : 
icity to be strappéd with, and too 
‘much of a burden to carry: orapane 
hwith receipts, 


‘Favors Crossan, Plan 


oe | 

He urged Councilmen to give 
serious consideration to a oe hae 
advanced earlier by Cou, neilm: 
Clarence K. Crossan to a, 
Torresdale intake for one 
ley, and suggested that the kina 
pipe system be used. for industrial, 
street cleaning, fire fighting © and 
jjother purposes, with new ~ 
‘\bringing better .water for resid en: 
tial use. 

Charles A. Emerson, a member 
of the board of consulting engineers 


||to the Philadelphia Water Commis: 


sion, pointed out that the cast of, 
virtually duplicating. the present 
pipeline system would be exorbi- 


up every street. i 


Councilmen were urged to give’ 
serious consideration to use of the 


by Moxse DellPlain,. president of 
Ozone Pp. cesses, Inc., a subsidiary} 


Management Corporation, -* 


il Describes Process 


Ozonation was described by Dell- 


|| Phitadelphia water, regardless’ of |) 
Ey. hat the final decision is “to 
source of supply. J 
The Bureau: ,6f Municipal Re- 
search, through Robert K. Sawyer,// 
a staff engineer, ac 
ade construction program which 
‘it said, would inyolve ay »«med~ 
ate capital expenditure o. Jess than 
|$100,000,000 for water which would |. 
imeet all quality standards except} 
softness in one year, and all wee 4 
standards in three years,” : 


| Work in 3 Stages pc: 
Stage one would in... de iaialla: Ae 


‘con of equipment to remove all 
| jectionable tastes and odors 


to remove’ manganese. 
Schuylkill River. : 
Stage two would provide fi 
ing of all needed “water a 
Delaware at Torresdale, with | 


and Belmont stations, and univer-| 


élude negotiation of the): 
required: sompact and secubir 7 nec-|~ 
essary Federal permits to¢ © the 

legal path for construction  & dam | 


at Wallpack Bend. = b ae 
rs dew ES 
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ES Cie that a high quality, 
lout objectionable taste or odor,, 


itional treatment. 
oa no reflections on: Sawyer’s com- 


ificant conclusion of the engi- 

Mayor’s Commission. 

’@ apgineers of national reputa-. 
p political ax to gine jn recom- | 


dy r of our water problem. 
stated there was no assurance the 


its: oa sources, 
sane, said there can be no sensible alter-| 
n tive to a new source of water supply. 
There is is every reason to believe them. ; 
% alee eer aoa 
is ‘reasonable to assume that the purer 
ie raw water that is brought into our sys-’ 
1, the purer the final product that will 
from the householder’s ‘spigot. 
ll water needs some treatment to make! 
st safe or potable. The most contaminated 
lacs the most treatment. | 
Thus, should the treatment system or the | 
men who operate it fail, the results would | 
the more serious the more polluted the 
rater was ‘to start with. | 
With our present sources polluted by. in-; 
1_waste, there is always danger that! 
water will suddenly become too foul 
r the purifying equipment. to cope. wit 
Ibjectionzble water could be in the dis- 
‘tion pipes before it was detected, * 
Going to the upper Delaware, to Wallpaek. 
|Bend, as suggested by the Mayor’s Water 
‘Commission, will not mean escape from alt 
(pollution. It will not end the ai ad of fai : 
Ure in treatment plants. 
But At will be greatly minimized, 


ea 
1 @ 


“The Bureati of Municipal Research coef 
to be preoccupied with costs, © ace 
The bureau’s plan would cost $122; 9 
000; the Wallpack Bend project plus. stop=' 
gap repairs of the plas system, $315, - 


e bureau’s plan is false ‘economy. as 
lon, as it falls short of providing the best 
water. me | 
” Philadelphia doesn’t want a high quality 
‘ter at the “most reasonable cost.” It de- 
ads the highest. quality water—because 
00 small to haggle over. | 
Z fhe Walp: k Bend project, for instance, } 
ould mean only an increase of two cents) 
in the average householder’s bill. 
people do not shop by price tag-— 
y. quality—when even ,the highest 
is so easily within their means. 
the time to provide Philadelphia | 
, xt best,  — 


Queen Laws reservoir is cele Phe matter to bring the large|_ 
ersary, wa ‘dredge to the scene of operations. 

Jt was finally decided to house the 
the work is” te dredging machinery on a new steel 
hull, haul it in sections.from Atlan- 
tic City to the Queen Lane basin 
and weld it together as it arrived. 
The scheme worked. Crew mem- 
bers raised an American flag on the 
rigging, unofficially dubbed their 
craft the “Big Queen,” and started 


brating its fiftieth ‘anni 
a werk cleaning, the® 


ter dredge hauled | to the 
: two sections and® reassem- 
by: the crew of veteran river 
ind haw®or men. 
In 1896, when the first write was 
>umped into theweservoir from the 
itr er, the huge, rectan- 
fuld hold 177 million | 
' November, when 
‘ing*p dject was started, its 
been reduced by more 
han halfand 16 of-the 30 feet depth 
eld an. estimates 350,000 tons of 


eee 


Pla yground Projects 


eries of reports to the people a aa j 
“Inquirer from time to time on the 
progress being made on post-war improvements.) 


ITY COUNCIL, stepped up the pace of Philadelphia! 's wast civic | 


(This is the ninth in @ s 
delphia, presented by The 


To eliminate gas and oil exhausts 
into the reservoir ape dredge is elec- 
A flexible, ‘16- 
el cutting” muades 
digs into the’ ¥edifient and it is 
charged ‘throt 
feet of tubthe wh 
dredge on cylindrical: pontoons. 

The dredge crew, most of whom 
can close their: eyes and Sescrive 
eyery rive, and harbor sou 
east coast in detail, a 
still feel’ startled’ wher a. scan 
the horizon only ‘to see cars and 
buses rolling along . Henry av. or 
e Fox st. Working 

proximity |sleep aboard, but Zo “ashore” either 
r ade it ajby*walking atop the discharge pipes 


improvement program during 
es month's program was highlighted by the vat : 
rement of the city’s three filtration” 
Pprelude to any new water supply for" ‘ 
$6,000,000 street repair and high- 
m, prepared to vastly expand playgrounds q 
and submitted ordinances for major projects | 
ed by the voters in May. — i 
it was shown | 


Mi, 110,- | 


trically powere and. pempine 


500 for impr 
stations, necessary 
But Coun ‘also launched a 
way extension progra 
- fecreational facilities, 
under the $78,200,000 loan bills approv 
One of the: obstacles to the improvement program, 
during. July,. is the city government's lack of ‘revenue comparable j 
to the size and wealth of Philadelphi 
_A survey prepared 
tax revenue is ¢ 


veral thousand : 


velded. ‘Together Again © Rags et Se 


‘To remove this gigantic deposit 
fia yet keep the reservoin.in opera- 
jon was a problem that was solved 
oly after months of planning’ by 
ity. officials and the entire staff of 
e Eastern: Engineering Co., Atlan- 
> City. The same firm last wear 
ganed the BS gente Reservoir by 


iret showed that Philadelphia’ st 
‘collected by cities one-third its | 


d State contributions is in- | 


ift work, they Lat 
income from Fedeét — 


is to dnodes 350, 000 tons. of silt and mud 


or by pulling at the oars of a small: 


To. hold the almost fluid silt a 
perimeter of high earthen dikes was 
ue up by steamshovels and bull- 
rs and special manholes erect- 
These’ manholes permit the 
into the sewers 
rough wire covered inlets which 8 
the level of. the }' 


To show the reservoir’s part in the 
water system, Joseph E. Gill, the 
“| Water Bureau’s principal assistant | 4 
engineer, scooped up a beaker of |e 
\vater as it entered the basin, from 


i ed by the $10; 170, 500 as available by Coun-. 
ring some improvement in Philadelphia’s water 
mths, although they will aus nearly uerreh 


wales to. pass 
the Schuylkill. In this he dropped 


'|a few grains of aluminum sulphate. }@ 
Remove Up to 90% of Solids” 


“By doing this on a large scale, 
we remove up to 90 per cent of the 
floating solids from the water,” he 
“These impurities ‘eset 
tle at the bottom of the basin’ and 
since Schuylkill River water has. an 
average of 830 pounds of's 
solids for each million’ gallons of 
water you can see how®such a 
posit of silt could be. built up-dn’ 0 


r at Low Cost a e plugged up 


to a statement ‘sub- 
e by the ‘Bureau of Munici- | 
s@arch at the last councilmanic 
g hearing the advantage of a 
‘raw. water source lies entirely 
| the Jesser treatment required and 
the. consequent lower treatment costs, 
in the. quality of the final 
A high quality 


by Director of Public Works Martin J) McLaughlin |; 
“tothe Queen Lane pumping station, Meet ns | 
ill permit construction of a |: 

paper th eof 120,000,000 gallons 4 |’ 
nical filter beds and the 


ted ‘the worst, of Philadel- ‘ 
of its magnesium co : 

wea and filtration methods will 

petizing as any other. 

or the. pomon t 

ent equipment also w 

ation will be removed to a ne 


the Torresdale pumping station 1 
ts will bring the ee 


aw Could Fill La®ee Area 


Director McLaughlin said the area 
from Fox av. to the Chestnut Hill} 
branch of: the Pennsylvania Rail-} 
between Queen:lane and 
Crawfor st. could be filled to street 
the reservoir silt. New 

ent buildings will be | 

‘| added’ to those.on the site and: ane 

entire area Jandseaped, he add 

Most of the undertaking, $5200 
4” ill be paid for out at the 


water from. the Schuy\ill. i 
new pierce plant 
ell as the rehab 


th a capacity 
ilitation of mecha 
ation of carbon feeding equipment. 
Leo Punch’> “at has 


igineers Steve that 4 
make this water as safe, palatable a 
Another $3,722,000 was approp’ 
station, where carbon pre 
saad an 
st. an 

- ithe 1 remaining $455, 000 goes to 
for minor changes of a similar nature. 
Council’s decision on these proje 
ssible improvement in the city’s wa 
Leen bearing on other decisions 
he Water Commission appointed k 


Lproduet obtainable. 
of water, it was said, can be obtained 
from any of the sources now being 
‘considered, including those now used, 
“and if the final product is not satis- 
peeton it is the fault of the treat- 
ment and not of the source. 
hes he Bureau asserts that t-eatment 
Netessary to make the § 
(Water satisfactory would 1. 
imual costs higher than aband 
the Schuylkill and taking all the & 
\ Water from the Delaware at Torres- 
; The Torresdale. intake, how- . 
ever, would cost far less .than “any 
of the upland proposals!” : 
4 Having gone to Torresdale. for its 
whole supply, the city might pause, 
‘waiting to see whether a distant new 
‘soufce will be necessary asa means 
Yof. Securing, hot-a better wate 
a greater quantity of water) — 2 
‘water than ‘can be taken at * 
Gale may never be needed. % 
|, This is not an argument fe 
F lity of delivered ‘Ww. 
acilmen will be wise to test 


“This is the first, and a very. -im- 
in water purification,” 
“Clearing of the 
-|basin materially will improve o 
‘jJating conditions and~ quality,” 
water at the Queen Lane filters 
since the State and the Federal Gor 
ernment are about to embark uj 
a joint project to clean up the 
tire length of the Schuylkill, 
probability of any future silting of 
the basin here will be eliminated.? 
Contract specifications require 
}| that the work be carried out in suc 
a manner as to cause no increase i 
the cloudiness ef the water as i 
leaves the basin and-daily tests sho 
that this has not occurred: despit 
the saiok te of the dredging equi 
E as there been any in- 
gas 7 5 water officials 


Gill continued. 


writing its report on ni 
phia.. This report is expe 

r gust. The commiulssio: 
zaly. that Council’ choose the 


SPSS ow 


nbers of the commnlaaiee 
ah ee be iy 


“Service ine connection with the hewysva er er source : : ; 


2|Serves 600, 000 


#| Serving as it does more than 6 
‘:]000 users in an area bounded b; 
#| Hunting Park av., south to the Navy 
E || Yard, and from the Schuylkill ea: 
#| to Broad st., the Quée - Lane pl 


in the city’s system, Officials s 
||te0, “al hy will be the key facility 
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y is selected for the ‘city, 
What cibeineaea: to be the biggest 
blem connected with the proj- 
% that of. disposing f the silt, was 
d. into” an ass 
hiin, Director ‘of Pu 
rder: 


8 


_. City’s Water Puzzle. - 


es 


- WAYNE: 
_ HAWLEY & 


Lake 
Wallenpaupack 


STORAGE 
RESERVOIR 
BEAR CREEK r 
RESERVOIR 


4 LEHIGH ys 120 FEET HIGH 
\ WHITE SSS IRESERVOIR] ( — BUSHKILL 3350FeETLONG| NEW 
LUZERNE — BAVEN pg Use 
‘ . S\ wire @°PPWALLPACK BEND JERSEY 
FREELAND » = \~— : , 


MONROE 
\\ STROUDSBURG 


HAZLETON @ .-~* 
™. a 


Py! 


any P roposals for Supply Submittal 


But Officials Have No Agreed Pro 


HONESDALE 


-|the program that has reer 


»-Gonsum 
 nergtlanige SOteaN 


By Richard di | 


oh factory 
taste sensibilities have beer 
jected to rude shobk on intre 
tion to a glass of it. f 
For nearly, two genera’ 
delphians have listened 
to provide them v : 
taminated mountain 
called ‘upland soure: 
gestions, however, ‘ha 
resulted in a defini 


COMMISSION NA 


Currently, the subj 
matter of study by’ 
Mayor Bernard Samuel 
appointed a Water Con 
crystallize all though 
source of water for th 

The Commission, ‘a 
Board of Consulting B 
study the various provgs: 
make expert recommendat: 
though the latter has favo; 
gram looking to a supply 
upper Delaware River, 
report has been made by 
mission, Cus 

A number of proposals have 
submitted. Several are veiria 


b 


nod of the consulting _ 
plan that discards the 


d : 4 
\, LEHIGHTON 
‘ @e\ 
S LEHIGH 
| SCHUYLKILL is GAP r 
q ‘ Sof : a t 
Pe oG EASTON ©@@ una 
a 2 X ene me 
PENNSYLVANIA 
| f ‘> ALLENTOWN 
t ‘ e z 
ann PON /ERICHS \5 
aa ra } es i 
al af i “ah Well f 4 Tohican 
he QUAKERTOWN ee 3 
Rigs ee a BUCKS PLEASANT NEW JERSEY 
BERKS 7. WARRINGTON i LAMBERTVILLE 
v RESERVOIR JERICHO 
== ( INTAKE 


S<YARDLEY 
Yf\Xcwenro 
(> a! 


PUMPING STATION 


————? 


{ 
BRISTOL 


Rp SLTORRESOALE 


2 AR 


RIVAL PLANS FOR NEW UPLAND PHILADE 


The above chart presents the two major plans that 
have been advanced to provide Philadelphia with 
upland water. The inset pictures illustrate the terrain 
in the area of the Lehigh Reservoir (upper left), the 
Wallpack Bend Dam (right center) and the: Warrington 
Reservoir (lower left). The plan using the waters of the 
Upper Delaware by creating a reservoir 30 miles 
between Wallpack Bend and Port Jervis, N. Y., is 
indorsed by engineers of the Philadelphia Water Com- 


LPHIA WATER SUPPLY 


mission. It offers two means of bringing the water to 
Warrington: by pressure tunnel (shown in the chart by 
the broken line) passing near Stroudsburg, and by use 
of the river to Yardley. The use of the Lehigh River 
is suggested by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com- 
pany, which proposes four reservoirs on the upper river 
and a gravity tunnel (shown by the unbroken line) 
passing near Bethlehem to the Jericho Reservoir east 
of Doylestown. Eight plans in all have been advanced. 


; 


INA Su 


Le 


|EIGHT PLANS ADVANGE)», 
| Although some eight plaas for 
|new water supply have be 
jvanced during the hearir 
leading rivals for acceptine 
those advanced by the Wa/ier 
mission engineers and of the 
Coal and Navigation Company 
Also in the front ranks tor Tee 
tion is the suggestion of th: © 
ber of Commerce and Boar 
Trade, which opposes any “ 
source as too expensive. I 
moving the Delaware Riv 
further upstream north. of 
|to eliminate much of the p, 
; entering below that city.) 


(Continued Tom ~ a 
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| 
| 
i 


| the Water Commissio: 


‘| plans and the individuals) 


River suggestion of the Co mis 
Engineers has been advancesd by 
Lehigh Coal and Najvigatio 
pany, which advances the — 
Lehigh River ag a weiter 
PUBLIC CONFUSED 
The variety of pro 
has. resulted in 
thought of many P 
users who, despite p 
hearings, have only vag 
what each plan entails. 
The Inquirer, in an 


sent a clear oct aie the 
during the past y rf 
an extended survey t 


this series. 
Members of City Counei 


when they undertook 
the imperative demand of | 
phians for an unpolluted 

ply, suffered a ‘setback: 
enthusiasm by the appar 
interest on the part of y 
in the procedures. ~ 


FEW IN,ATTENDANCE © 
* At. not one of the ma 
earings was there mor 
sparse attendance of inter 
‘adelphia water users. It v 
essary to hang out the 
room only” sign at the 
chambers in which th 
were conducted. At 

Attendance generally 
to experts reporting on | 


perties would be adversely 
certain specific proposals 
cepted. ‘ ext 
In instituting the studi 
cials contemplated plac 
.the voters this fall the qu 
new “upland” source, Th 
large amounts of mone: 
have to be expended, the 
matter should be determin: 
| voters. \\ 


NO CONCENTRATED E 


Interpreting the appare’ 
ence of Philadelphians t 
mediate solution of the 
evidenced by the small pub? 
dance at meetings as an in 
new water source is not 30 poig: 
as they had first believed, no cor 
trated effort was advanced t01 
the matter through to a vove 
year. Pian 

The opposite and adamant 
tions taken by the Water Com 
sion engineers and the experts 
Lehigh Coal ‘and Navi 
‘pany was another aro 
deliberate action a 
officials. 


NOT ON BALLOT® 
As the matter ” 
will be no water a 
lot this year, If 
done in setting ay, 
policy before the ¢ 
Council will have 4 
celsion. |.) 
The officials on wa. 
responsibility for these. 
more than two hundred 
lars if a new uplaee 
is to be used, are pra 
|Cians. It is probable thy 
jitate to accept the or 
Program in view of the, 
of the water users—the 
their decision are too neb, 
feel, translated into votes 


Oe 
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“Second of a Serle 
By Richard J.O' -fe 


| The Delaware Rivért plan of 
| the board of consulting engineers 
| | of the Philadelphia Water-Com- 
| | mission seems headed towards a 
series of Aegal and legislative 
complications—not the least of 
which will be advanced by af- 
fected landowners—in the event 
athe board’s suggestions are 
adopted. 

Essential parts of the Delaware 
‘River project involve creation of & 
resefvoir running 30 miles north 
from Wallpack Bend Dam to Bush- 
kill to the New York State line at 
Port Jervis and a storage reservoir 
at Warrington in Bucks and Mont- 
gomery counties. 

XWO-FOLD PROPOSAL 

The proposal of the engineers is 
two-fold concerning the method by . 
which the water would be moved 
from the Wallpack Bend Reservoir. 
to the Warrington Storage Reser- 
voir, The first method would be by 
means of a pressure tunnel extend- 
ing nearly 82 miles. The proposal 
known as the Delaware River Proj- 
‘eet for purposes of identification will 
cost an estimated $284,588,000, 


der plans of consulting engineers of the Philadelphia 
mission a 30-mile reservoir extending from Bushkill, 
ri-State boundary point of Pennsylvania, New. York 
sey would be created to provide the city with a new 
_ The river level would be materially raised to create 


a lake a half-mile wide between the slopes of the Pocono Range in 


Pennsylvania and the Kittatinny Range in New Jersey. The above lower left i i i 

Kitta ; er left is a section of Dingman's F d th 

peas the reigrigy which. would be flooded. The upper left bridge over the river to Mew Jersey. At tha lowehuahtl oe 
shows a section of Bushkill which would be inundated. To the the Delaware River at the Tri-State Rock where it is joined on # 


right is a view of the Delaware Valley that will contain: the right by the Neversink River. 


backed-up waters south of the New York State line. Ont 


f ERY 
ee ends i de 


as the Yardley-Wallpack Bend Proj- 
ect, the engineers suggest that while © 
retaining both the Wallpack Bend 
Reservoir and the Warrington Reser- 
voir, the water could be dropped 
down the natural bed of the Dela- 
ware River to Yardley north of 
Trenton. From there it would be 
moved by tunnel to Warrington. 
This project, they estimate, will cost 
§137,456,000. ! 


SPLITS TWO RANGES 
_ The 30-mile projected reservoir 
vbove Wallpack Bend lies in a valley 


0 Mountain Range jy~,?enn- 
Done cry alin 


“New Jersey. 


the Delaware River and the dis- 
position of its waters is regulated 
by treaties between the three States 
made in 1873, a Tri-State compact, 


to some authorities, would require 


WARE RIVER THAT 


| the: War Department. 


WILL BE 


oka au WALLFACK SEND RESERV 


Wace 
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Under the alternate plan, known { 


eparating two mountain ranges, the .. 


> 1 shares with New™ 
rk and New Jersey the rights to 


an amendment of which, according 


approval of Congress and consent of 


‘LEGISLATIVE ACTION 
Opponents, of the Delaware River 

project and its alternate maintain 

legislative action also would be re- 


| quired by three States to repeal the 
original treaties of 1783. 


The Wallpack Bend Dam would 
back up the Delaware River to the 
bridge connecting Matamoras in 
Pennsylvania and Port Jervis in New 
York and also would create a higher 
level of water in the Neversink Riyer 
which joins the Delaware at a point’ 
where the boundaries of three States 
meet at what is known as Tri-State 
Rock. The reservoir would run about 
two miles northwestward up the 
Neversink in New York. 


14,000. ACRES NEEDED 


For much of the length the reser- 

voir lake’ would. be one-half mile 
wide and would cover an area of 
approximately 9500 acres. Of that 
acreage 4950 would be located in 
Pennsylvania, 4225 in New Jersey 
and 325 in New York. Including a 
500-foot protective strip along the 
reservoir lake, it would be necessary 
for Philadelphia to acquire up to™ 
14,000 acres in the three States. 
- Of the acreage to be acquired, 
the engineers estimated that culti- 
vated land would amount to 2686 in 
Pennsylvania, 1794 in New Jersey 
and 204 in New York. Uncultivated 
land, property subject to flooding 
and land necessary for the. 500-foot 
protective strip would make it nec- 
essary for the city to buy an addi- 
tional 4243 acres in Pennsylvania, 
4095 acres in New Jersey and 247 
acres in New York. 


WOULD FLOOD BUSHKILL 

Bushkill, a prosperous summer 
and winter resort, located opposite 
the site. of the proposed Wallpack 
Bend Dam, would he almost entirely. 
inundated by the waters of the res- 
ervoir. A good portion of Dingman’s 
Ferry, eight miles north, also would 
be flooded as would a small part of 
Milford, the largest town. between 
Stroudsburg and the New York State 
line. 

North of Milford the land that 
would be flooded generally is uncul- 
tivated. Below Milford and extend= 
ing to Bushkill, are Summer colonies 
and rich farm lands, all of which 
would be inundated. It is along this 
strip and in Bushkill as: well as a 


‘| corresponding area on the Jersey side 


of the river that greatest opposition 
to the.reservoir has been advanced. 

While property owners on both 
sides of the river have skeleton or= 
ganizations that are prepared to 


‘| carry a strong fight against the con- 


‘| ject 


demnation of their land if the pro= 
is approved, currently they 
have adopted a*plan of watchful 


‘| waiting. 


Many reflected ‘the attitude evi< 
denced by the indifference of Phila= 


* (| delphians to the public studies and 


are inclined to doubt that the project 
will ever get beyond the stage of 
talk. Should it, however, they indi- 


‘| cated their readiness, particularly in 
|| New Jersey, to contest agreement of 


~ 


wD 


‘lthat State to any use of the Dela- 


ware River water beyond the limits 
of the current compacts. 

J. Russell Eshback, prothonotary 
of Pike county, who has: extensive 
farm holdings along the Delaware 
between Dingman’s Ferry and Bush- 
kill, also is skeptical the Delaware 
River Project will go through. He, at 
the same time, is prepared to lead 
the fight of the landowners against 
it in the courts if that move is nec- 
essary. 

(Continued Tomorrow) 


WATER FROM SEVERAL CREEKS 
[WILL FLOOD AREA BEHIND DAN 


- City Gets Jammed Up in| 
~*~ Bids for Replacement . | 
Parts: oe ny 


’ 


By EDWARD STONE 
Gathering dust in the city’s. re-|. 
pair shop at 29th and Cambria | | 
sts. is a huge collection of broken | 
water meters. » : | 
They come mostly from homes. | | 

A few big ones come from indus- ‘ 
trial and commercial establish- | } 
ments. All were brought in for || 
-Tepairs. One official says there 


Weta oD et NESHAMINY ; are 5000, another ‘7000, a third 


Location of the site within the). 
township in addition to dispossess- 
ing residents would mean wiping out 


two public schools, .a parochial 
school, three churches and the vil- 
lage of Neshaminy. 

Charles L. Murray, tax collector of 
Bucks County, declared the reservoir 


1 


& 9000 


be 
i eee 
i" 


months, in some cases as long, 
“as two years. The ‘reason? In- 
- ability to get repair parts. 


“Whatever their number, they 
ts been lying around for many 
y 


would mean a loss of approximately 
$13,000 in taxes and compel upping 
the taxes for sections not physically 
affected by the reservoir. 
DATE BACK TO REVOLUTION 
Edward T. Hancock, a member of 
the County Board of Commissioners, 
pointed out that many of the build- 
ings that would be destroyed go back 
to the Revolutionary period and 


che raat s caibe MAL RESERVOIR OF DELAWARE RIVER PLAN FOR NEW PHILADELPHIA W ATER SOURCE. Tecan 
n integral part of the alternate plans advance illustration shows the area where the northern end of ill be within the area sed to be tak » No, it’s not the war's after- 

by the consulting engineers of the Philadelphia Water ~- the reservoir dam will be located at Neshaminy. The the city but will not Es floeded, The ne of Noe ede maiicces we 

Commission for a new water supply is creation of a 20- dam will be west of the Doylestown-Easton highway, _- iny located north of the area shown above will be in the set eelt Ue ; 


billion -gallon reservoir near Warrington, The above Route 611, shown to the left of the picture. The road” path of the spillway fo Little Neshaminy Creek. tiiaet ogee, sane ot aires 


buildings use a score of differ- 
ent makes of water meters. When 
they go. the Water Bureau 


have been the homes for generations 
of the same families. He further 
opposed the site because its selection, 
would force relocation of a number 
of county roads, : 
The primary roads that would 
have to be relocated, in addition to 
a. half-dozen well-kept secondary 
roads, are Route 152 leading to Chal- 
font, Route 463 connecting Horsham 
and Montgomeryville and Route 63 
leading to Lansdale. While the Eas- 
ton road passes over the eastern area | 
of the reservoir land, it. would not 
be necessary to relocate it, ssince the 
dam would be to the west. 
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UNIFIED IN OPPOSITION 
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The altern 


By:Richard J. O'Keefe 


ternate plans indorsed by the Water Commission con- 


. Sulting engineers for bringing Upper Delaware River water to 


se 
questione 


er the bids which 
Sa “And the séllers” of 
those parts went unpaid. 


- 


takes them out for repairs, The 
repair and replacement parts are 
bought by the Department of 
Supplies and Purchases.’ 

In most cases, those parts car 
be made by various manufactur- 
ers. Years ago, the department 
used to advertise for bids and 
buy, the.parts from the lowest 
yesponsible bidder, in line with 
‘the city's custom. © * 

-Romped Away With Contracts 
“But the enterprisfig_ Phoenix 
. Meter Corp., New York, began to 


rtment’s contracts. Too many, 


_..fomp away with many of the de- |’ 


> Bult : k : ({its rivals complained to Martin 
Residents in the area of the War- ' Philadelphia provide for a 20 billion gallon storage reservoir near ‘White, in Republican eyes, may J. McLaughlin, then chief of the 
|rington Reservoir, unlike those in Warrington, 15 miles north of Philadelphia. ie { _ “have been just a Democratic) ‘> Water Bureau. : ) 
jthe area of the 30-mile Wallpack ,,. This phase of the program has aroused the bitter opposition of _ troublemaker. But Frank J. Tie- a So McLaughlin recommended 
Bend Reservoir in the Upper Dela- _ hundreds of residents and landowners whose properties would be __ mann, Republican, who succeeded “to Director of Supplies and Pur: | 
ware, are unified in their opposition. tak the reservoir They, too, have expressed themselves pre- 


"White as controller, is following 
| White’s example and refusing to 


| chases Charles H. Grakelow that | 
North of Bushkill, opposite which 


.to the highest courts their fight against any effort 


| reational purposes. The commission |. 


{recreational activities on the reser- 


the Wallpack Bend dam would be 
built on both sides of the river, there 
is no unanimity of thought about the 
proposal. : 

J. Russel Eshback, prothonotary 
of Pike’s county, heads the opposi- 
tion.on the Pennsylvania side and 
Frank J. McBride, of Wallpack Cen- 
ter, north of the dam site, is leader 
of the New Jersey opposition. 


SOME LITTLE CONCERNED 


But on both sides of the river, 
there were found property owners 
who seemed little concerned al- 
though their holdings would be com- 
pletely inundated. 

William J. Schoonover, owner of 
the Bushkill Restaurant, located in 
the center of the town which would 
be almost entirely flooded, was 
agreeable to construction of/the res- 
ervoir if it would be open for rec- 


engineers guarantee continuance of 


voir if it is built, 


NO DIFFERENCE TO HIM 


Jeremiah Rosencrans, who for 
years conducted the only ferry be- 
tween Bushkill and the Jersey shore 
until the Army cut his ferry cable, 
\said it made no difference to him, 
although his farm property, located 
just north of the proposed dam site, 
would be entirely flooded, | 

Rev. Irvin L. Bateman, of Irving- 
ton, N. J., director of the Tri-State 
Bible Conference, located. southeast 
of Port Jervis, favored the proposal 
on condition that recreational use of 


the river would be permitted. 
(Continued Tomorrow) 


0 take their 


Ty and 2290 


holdings. _ 

e the reservoir it would be necessary for the 
es of land of which 5260 acres would be in 

ia Bucks county. Opponents to the 


a eal sean | 


_ eh 


; |plan in the area declare that. 


more than 1000 properties would 
be inundated by the reservoir or 
taken to provide a bordering pro- 
tective strip. & 
AGRICULTURAL SECTION 

The land that would 
is now generally devoted to farming, 
pasturage and woodland ge, Lo- 
cated i are a number oderate 
residences and severa tes, as 


well as a portion of the Borough of 
Neshaminy. Many -of_ t families 
have lived in the section for gener- 


ations. » 3 

As in the case in the area of the 
Wallpack Bend Reservoir relocation 
‘of portions of well-travelled high- 
Ways would be necessary by con- 


,|Struction of the Warrington Storage 
‘| Reservoir. : 


DAM NEAR EASTON PIKE 
The dam creating the reservoir 


‘|would be constructed just west of 


Route 611 leading through Doyles- 
town to Easton. It would extend 
from the northern edge of the U, S. 
Naval Air Station to Neshaminy, 
where a spillway into Little Nesham- 


|iny Creek would be constructed, 


George T. Tettemer, real estate 
assessor of Warrington township, 
said the reservoir land represents 
about one-third of the total assess- 


_|ments of the township. 


acquired | : 


er 
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- causing trouble 


pay the questioned bills, too. 

Says McLaughlin, now Direc- 
tor of Public Works, which de- 
partment includes the Water 
Bureau: “Because those bills are 
unpaid, the manufacturers won’t 
give us any more parts. Without 
parts we can’t repair meters.” 
Wants Court Ruling - 

‘Says Tiemann: “I don’t doubt 
the failure to pay past bills is. 
in repairing 
meters. But I won’t take a chance 
of violating Judge Flood’s de- 
cree. I’m not willing to accept 
the opinion of the City Solicitor’s 
office. The City Solicitor is not 
the Court. I want a Court ruling,” 

No one would give details of 
the unpaid bills, or the quanti- 
ties of parts required, or much 
else. Z 

“See Grakelow,” was the con- 
sensus.. , io + 

But Grakelow, known far and 
wide as a fluent and eloquent 
speaker, won’t talk this time. 

“Tell the people I am saving 
them money on city purchases,” 
was his sole answer: to all: ques- 
tions. ' wf 
Incidentally, the property own- 
er has to pay the city for meter 
repairs—if they are made. 


4 


& 


‘* 
a 


in’. bids. 
- Phoenix went to court, through 
"its local representative, John B. ' 
_* McHugh, Jr. . : 
*- Company Is ‘Winner: 


ee arts be bought only from the. 
‘, firms manufacturing the particu- | 
é eters for which the parts} 


elar me’ 
ere, intended. «eo 
akelow agreed. Beginning 
a d the-end of 1943, invita- 
“tions for bids gave notice that 
‘only the manufacturer of the spe- 
cific: meter would be considered. 
Nevertheless, Phoenix still put 
They were rejected. 


Court No. 6, forbade “any 


a restricting bids to the’ 
urers of water meters | 


L 


| 


i 


© replacement parts of their | 


ters.” 


{;MALL RESORT SECTIONS 


While there are no. settlements of 


amy size that would be flooded, there 
ae several small resort sections near 
the reservoir site. One such is Slip 
Rock Lodge on Lake Harmony, own- 
ed and operated by the Lehigh Coal 


and Navigation Co. This, however, | 


would not be affected by the res- 
ervoir, ‘ 
The site of the Mud Run reservoir 
is partly owned by the Federal Gov- 
ernment and operated as a game 
| preserve. ‘There is practically no 
habitation or cultivation in the area 
to be submerged. Although construc- 
tion would not involve any import- 
'ant highways or communities, re- 
location of several miles of.a second~- 
ary road would be necessary. 


(Concluded Tomorrow) 
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- New. Supply 
From Poconos 


Fourth of a Series 
By Richard J. O'Keefe 


Mountain water from the 
‘| Sparsely settled wooded gorges of 
the Pocono Plateau is the new 
Supply offered Philadelphia in 
the proposal of the Lehigh Coal 
and Navigation Co. 

The water would be collected in 
four large reservoirs, on the Lehigh 
River, and three tributary creeks of 
the river, It would then be taken by 
tunnel, for nearly its entire length 
j by gravity vO a reserve reservoir on 
| Jetich 


reek, seven miles east of 
St proposed by the com- 
ost) of. the project was | 
y engineers at $142,000,- | 
Commission engineers. 
S figure was too low, 
metime asserting the source 
ob, provide sufficient water 
ture heéds of the city. 
REVISED 
any then revised its pro- | 
large the original plan, 
timated cost of the} 
7,000, The Water 
ineers in opposing | 


A 


‘city’s future needs and that the 
ost should have been estimated at 
40,000,0007°° 0.’ 
ie e Lehigh engineers said their 
‘revised plan which added a fourth 
reservoir to the original three in the 
‘}upper Lehigh basin would provide 
445 million gallons daily, sufficient | 
“+s the city’s needs for 75 years. | 

MOST OF LAND 
» Lehigh. project calls for the | 
‘uction® of three reservoirs | 

are on land almost entirely | 
by the Lehigh Coal and Navi- | 

Co. The company\ proposes | 
to the city 12,000 acres of its 
for ‘the reservoir sites and its 
to the sole use of the Lehigh 
The land on which the fourth | 
vjir-on the upper Lehigh would 
ted is not owned by the com- | 


dour impounding dams would | 

vated on Bear Creek, at a lo- 

on. 10 miles northeast of White 
aven; on the Lehigh, two miles 
outheast; on Mud Run Creek, seven 
anda half miles south of the Lehigh 
Reservoir, and on Pohopoco Creek, | 
near Lehighton, about 10 miles 
South of the Mud Run Reservoirs. 


€ALLS FOR GRADE TUNNELS 
‘From Pohopoco, the water would 
carried by grade tunnels, less 
tly than the Delaware River plan 
| af pressure tunnels, for a dis- 
‘ance of 60 miles to the Jericho 
voir. Some sections of the tun- | 
fericho would, however, be of 


| 


ents of the Lehigh plan, 
‘duving the public hearings of 

; lia Water Commission 
uncil was subjected | 
pt attacks by the 
2 ’s consulting en- 
snd fewer individuals 
ywners would be dis- 
‘ould be the case by 


Pro 
ya 


und ix under cultivation. 
Dn the site of the Bear Creek res- 
voir is located the village of Bear 
‘eek, an attractive summer colony 
hich. ineludes a number of ex- 
wsive houses. 1b would be necessary 
» relocate one mile of the Easton- 
Jilkes-Barre highway which runs 
arough the village and about five 
liles of a State highway which 
arallels Bear Creek. \ 


00 FT. ABOVE SEA LEVEL 


Bear Creek reservoir‘ along with). 
ie Lehigh reservoir and Mud Run 
servoir would have an approximate 
evation of 1600 feet above sea 
vel. 
The Pohopoco reservoir elevation 
ll be considerably less than its 
mpanion reservoirs, being project- 
at 665 feet above sea level. From 
is level, the’water will be dropped 
an approximate 300 feet above sea 
vel at the Jericho reservoir. 
The Lehigh reservoir will be the 
rgest of the four. The reservoir 
ould make necessary relocation of 
ie State highway between Bear 
reek and Pocono Lake and between 
lakesley and White Haven with a 
umber of other less important 


—— @ 


<= 


2 


ro et 


oads. The area is mostly timber 
overed. 


Mountai1 water of the Pocono | : y 
lected in fou) reservoirs on the Upper Lehigh River under a proposal of the Jehigh 
Coal and Najigation Co. for a new Philadelphia water supply. The above iilustra- 
tion presents \views in the vicinity of the sites of the four reservoirs. Superimposed is 
the plan for ty.e collecting lakes, the water in each of which would be transferred by 
reek reservoir through the Lehigh and Mud Run reservoirs 
to the Pohopoco reservoir, from which it would be dropped by tunnel to a fifth stor- 


age lake on Jericho Creek, east of Doylestown. 


pipe line from the Bear C 


¢ 


o Mayor as Best of Seve 


lateau, north of Mauch 
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BOM, 
ie eee 


| city, has been passed.on u 
} cially to Mayor Samuel by 


;| however, predicted that in view of 


s| the Poconos and the 
j| watershed, 


Proposal © 
Will Goa 


To Council | 


A recommendation py thé 


source of drinking water for the 
LT 0h, 


1 thee 


Mayor's Water Commissior 
the most promising of the 
»rojects under considerati 
was indicated. yesterday... _ 
The Water Commission me 
more than two hours yesterday 
ternoon, with 13 of its 19 sae 
present, and approved the final r 


clusion of the meeting, however, no 


Samuel H. Rosenberg, “secreta) 

to the Mayor and to the Comm’ 
sion, said it would probably be st 
eral weeks before the Commission’s 
Teport was ready for su sion to . 
the Mayor. The latter, in turn, will 
send its recommendations to City 


=) | Council for action, hs \ 


Other City Hall sources yesterday, 


the prohibitive cost of the upland — 
water project, City Council mighi 
content itself for the’ presentiwith — 
rehabilitation of the, city’s present, — 
water system. ERR A SAL at } 
500 MILLION, GALLONS DAILY 
The Board of Consulting Bngi- 
neers, which made ag of seven 
projects involving variou 


recently r, 
the Delaware River-Wallpack 
project, which would cost $28: 
000 to put into operation and would - 
eine: Philadelphia, wit! oe 0,- | 
gallons-of fresh dri water. | 
dally 8 by ie ahi 
The Board also es 
cost $62,568,000 to im 
present water ; ir 


include $18,000) 
authorized by the 
Same purpose in 1940. 


from the Mayor, mi 
with its own program, _ 


$10,500,000 in funds remaining fr 


| work. 


'|who attended yesterday’s meetil 


the original $18,000,000 loan ap) 
proved by the voters, to finance the _ 


th” sracticability 
r “Sas a sup= 
th sources in the. i» con- — 
utaries of the upp, : 


Tiras 


were reported in favor of this pro: 
posal. The subcommittee, whic 
might muster a majority if the six” 
commission members absent yester-» 
day vote with it, will meet in two” 
weeks’ to make its recommendation, 
The’ commission’s report as drawn 
up yesterday, it was understood, will ” 
say that if an upland source is pe 
cided upon, the most promising one | 
is that at Wallpack Bend. But it 
was understood that the report rec-_ 
ommended strongly that the city 
proceed to rehabilitate the present 
water system, and use ozone and 
activated carbon to correct the taste 
and smell of the present supply. 
| 


TWO CONTRACTS SIGNED H 


In line, with the latter program, 
the city yesterday signed two con- | 
tracts for cleaning and relining part, 
of the present storage and distribu- | 
tion system so as to lessen the, taste, 
and-odor. of its drinking water. 

One, calling for an expenditure 
of $215,000, calls for cleaning and 
lining’ With cement approximately 
35,000 linear feet of 48-inch steel and 
cast iron pipe, lines in Hunting Park 
ave., Roosevelt boulevard, and ad- 
joining streets; the other, for 
$385,000, involves removing 60 years 
of accumulated silt from the Rox- 
sorough Reservoir, which hasn't 

een cleaned since it was built. 
ai 


. Lake 
Favored Near 


Doylestown 
Jericho Creek 
Site Favored 


Last of a Series 
By Richard J. O'Keete 
The Upper Lehigh . Project | , 
for a new Philadelphia water | 
' supply discards the idea. of a} 
* storage reservoir in the. rich 
farmland area near Warrington 
“in favor of a storage lake in the |: } 
les; populated. area on Jericho 
Cveek, about seven miles south- 
east of Doylestown. 
natural bowl, engineers of the 
Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com- 
pany, sponsors of the plan, say the 
proposed Jericho Reservoir can hold 
‘a reserve of 5714. billion gallons of 
water, sufficient for a six-month 
supply for the city. 


80 PROPERTY HOLDERS 


On the site of the reservoir there 
are about 30 property holders.. The 


area of the reservoir would cover 4.3" 


“_. waquareé miles. Some of the land is cul-"v 
ti d ke the balane is timbered. . 
‘oir would be created by ; 
yn ise on of two dams across” 
q reek’, sone two miles south- 
st, of Brownsburg and the. other 
one. ‘mile east of Pineville. 
€ maximum height of the main 
; that near Brownsburg, would 
: 210 feet and that of the dam near 
Pineville 125 feet. The bowl-like’ 
‘conformation of the. land on the 
site, engineers say, would enable the * 
| ‘storage of almost thrée times the 
» amount of*water that could be stored 
. | proposed saucer-like reservor 
3 Niepesies by the Water Commission | 
mn ers.” ry 
le right c*the “Lehigh Coal and 
Netigntien Connany ' to the exclusive 
use of the water & Ube Lehigh River 
was contested outing’ ‘the public 
ie hearings. | 
FIRST GOT RIGHT IN. 1822 
~~~ ‘The Compan.ycontends that right 
‘vas given it by the State Legislature 
#51822 and subsequent’ court pro- 
_ wee Ss, it holds, cemented its 
ership to the river water. 
yan-adjunct to the Upper Lehigh 
pre eject, company engineers sug- 
eeSted an additional water supply of 
165,000,000 gallons daily could be 
provided by creating a reservoir on 
- MeMichael’s Creek near Stroudsburg 
and using the water of that stream 
. ‘with that of Pocono and Broadhead | 
Creeks. i 
NO ESTIMATE OF cost. 
No estimate of cost. to construct 


potential of the site. 

. Bis water plan th 

the Upper Délaware and thé Upper. 

aeanuir as. sou is of the’ city’ 8 tie 

_ ply has been advanced by the 

ofimerce and” the’! 
Board of “Se of Philadelphia, 


e. chairmanship of 
wiffith “proposes to con- 
he Delaware River by 

‘to a point north | 


NUMBER OF FIRES 


ne 
3 


2 sy $2,550,041 
Pl $1,974,905 
{ 


106) CHART BY INQUIRER STAFF 
Wj DATA OBTAINED FROM BOX 1778 ASSOCIATION | 


WARE Sea hin p 


T is by this time quité obvious that ° 


Philadelphia got’ off on the wrong 
foot in requiring property owners to 
buy their own water meters, 

Other kinds of public utility meters 
rarely belong to the property owhers 
or consumers, 


takes out the 6ld one and puts in an- 
other, and that is the end of-it. When 


the city takes out a privately owned | 


water meter, it must return that iden- 


tical’ meter to the property after the © 
: repairs are made. ‘ 


Philadelphians have bought a large 


‘variety of meters; That multiplies the 


difficulty of. acquiring and stocking 
the parts needed for repairs, 

‘About half the: city's water services 
are” métered, a {universal metering 
is growing - ‘jhePeasingly urgent both 
as a fair method: of distributing costs - 
and as a conservation measure. But 


An electric company | 
that finds a meter operating poorly | 


all proposals to meter the remaining - 


services have'to stop for an argument 
about who will own the meters. 
There are objections to city pur- 


chase, when half the owners have paid 


for their. own. But there are also 
objections to going any deeper into the 
mess. of private ownership of meters. 


‘Before the thing is done with, the ‘ 


city may find it desirable to buy. the 
meters now privately owned. Greater 
‘simplicity and uniformity of admin. 


istration might ¢ go far toward seeeune 
» the cost, eur fo? 


eee 


' nature continually uses, and can do. 


| tapping mountain’ 
5 clean-up meas es"; 


—— 


) Do oa Drink Sewage? 


A BULLETIN: reader undertakes in 

a ljeiter to: State the “real ques- 
tion” in the water problem. He states 
Ht as follows: Are we satisfied to 
drink diluted, titered, chlorinated 


sewage? <). 


It may sound like a fair ‘abiéstion, 
but it isn’t, becalise it suggests that 
the qualities of: sponse. are present | 
when the water / s from the 
householder’s: faucet; es 

Competent ‘authorities: have told) 


_ Philadelphia that there is no source | 


of supply available which would not 
require some treatment to remove 
contamination, .. But ‘engineering sci- 
ence can put “water through’ ‘the | 
same processes. of reclamation that | 


it not. only just as efficiently, but | 
much more quickly. — | 

Some water is hard to*reclaim: , 
_ some easy. Philadelphia's water ean 
be reclaimed at a- cost lower than 
urces, and river 

romise spa 


The program of the organiza : 
calls for improvements. and changes 
within the city of existing water 
facilities and using a cost figure of 
* $315,791,000 for the Wallpack Dam 
project for the Delaware River 
claims a saving of nearly $200,000,000. 
Other proposals for replacing or 
augmenting the city’s present water 
supply are variations of the Dela- 
ware River Project favored by the 
Water Commission engineers, the 
Upper Lehigh Project and the plan 
of the Chamber of Commerce and 
the Board of Trade of Philadelphia. 


DIFFER IN MINOR DETAILS 


Some differ in only minor details ; 
as does that contemplating the use 
of the Upper Lehigh and the waters 
of Perkiomen and Tohickon Creeks 
with a storage reservoir on Unami 
Creek near Quakertown. 

The Upper Delaware River Basin 
‘Tributaries Project provides for the 
construction of reservoirs on six 
tributaries of the Delaware’ which 
drain the Pocono area. They are the 
Lackawaxen River and the Shohola, 
Bushkill, Broadhead, McMichael’s 
and Buckwha Creeks. A reservoir 

‘. on Unami Creek also is proposed. 
Water Commission engineers .esti- 
mate this as the most costly at $380,- 
250,000. , 
VERSION OF C. OF C. PLAN 
The Delaware River-Yardley Proj- 
ect is a version of the Chamber of | 
Commerve plan. It, however, con- 
templates the construction of four 
storage reservoirs on the Perkiomen 
Creek watershed and one on To- 
hickon Creek. 
’ Recently, H. S. Spalinski, of Tren- 
ton, president of Electric Power 
Company of New Jersey, Inc., ad- 
vanced a plan by which his company 
would undertake to build a series of 
dams in the Delaware River south 
of Bushkil hd. sell Philadelphia 
whatever wMie. it needed. 


_ HYDRO- ELECTRIC POWER 

‘The Spalinski proposal also con- 
templates production of hydro-elec- 
tric power which it would sell. 

He explained his company pro- 
poses to finance the project “through 
the sale of bonds and preferred 
Stock or other securities.” 

In the event the city adopts his 
Program which calls for a 135 billion 

- gallon reservoir, he said he would 
- give Philadelphia an option to buy 
the water system from the company. 


Be. (The End) 


Water Comes First 


/HILADELPHIA today has,in the 


offing a number of major civic 


mprovements.of wide variety. They | 


nclude removal of the Chinese wall, 
»xtension of the transit service, fur- 


aishing express service in the sub-! 


way, solving the parking problem and 
improving the water supply. 

A BuHetin poll printed today shows 
that in the minds of the city’s resi 
dents improvement of the water sup 
‘ply stands so far aheag of the res, 
that they are hardly in the running. 

When four out of five people sing! 
out one undertaking in preference \ 
all others, the priority is no accident 

Fortunately, water supply improve 

‘ment is not only high on the lisi o 
projects, but actually under way. Cou 
pled with the State’s work in cleaning 
up the Schuylkill and thd city’s con} 
struction of sewage disposal facilities. 
‘the water program authorized bef 
the war offers real hope. be | 

But anybody who expects to wa; 

up some morning soon to find t 
t cocktail is no longe. 
y diet is doomed to‘ dis. 
Like all major under. 
this one will take a long 


as e 


The people of Philadelphia should decide for 
themselves, by ballot, where this city is to 
obtain its supply of drinking water—whether 
from the present polluted sources or from up- 
land streams. 


The final report of the Mayor’s eeter Com-- 


mission does little more than confront Phila- 
delphia with the same old choice: keep what 
we have and try to improve it, or spend sev- 
eral hundred millions of dollars to obtain a 
new and much cleaner supply. 

It is up to the people to act on that Ge 
By giving, their judgment at the polls they 
will be taking the water problem for the first 
time out ofthe realm of surveys, reports and 

¢ conflicting recommendations in which ie has 
been enmeshed for years. 

They will be telling the city Jevatntoens 
exactly how they want water supply handled, 
removing the doubts and confusion on ‘this 
score that have delayed improvements over 
the years. 

* They will be making it impossible for shy- 
icians now out of office, and their 
s, to make the subject of better 
for hiladelphia a political football. 
There is no difference of opinion concern- 
ing: the recommendation of the Water Com-: 
ny immediate rehabilitation of the 
1d distribution systems. ; 
at would come after this prelimi- 
nary improvement that is most vital to Phila- 
delphians. The Commission, as the next step, 
urges a long-range program that it states 
» would bring the present system “to the peak 
of efficiency needed to supply ure, palatable 
water.” The cost would b¢ $63,000, 000, or 
$37,568,000 should the Schuylkill River be 


abandoned as a source and dependence placed . 


entirely on the Delaware. 

If, thereafter, the city desires an upland 
source, it is the Commission’s opinion that the 
best location would be the upper Delaware 
River near Wallpack Bend. It concedes the 
water from there would be a great improve- 
ment over the present product and it pieces 
the cost at $284, 588,000. 

But this en is hedged about with difigale 
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‘WALLPACK BENDT IE Sout 


Mayor Asks Right, to Get City 
> Pridrity on Area, ¢ “AC 


Mayor Samuel asked City Councilt 

‘lyesterday for author in. to pro-| 
tect the city’s right to the Wallpack! 

-;Bend area as a future ou 

“| water supply for PI 

t 


EDITORIALS 
Let People-Decide on Water Sources 


Of: Water they v will have. 


a at 


DEC. 15, 1 


ties. An agreement with New York and New . 
Jersey for the. diversion of the water would be 
needed and Congress: and-the Supreme Court 
might have to pass on the matter, with conse- 
quent delays. More serious are the legal ob- 
stacles to condemning land required in the 
two otxer States. 

The Commission says pointedly that if for 
legal reasons the Wallpack Bend project 
proves impractical, and the city still desires 
an upland source, “it will be necessary ‘to se- 
lect. a source within this Commonwealth.” 

The Cemmission is not very helpful at this 
point. What source within Pennsylvania 
would be most suitable? It dismisses as un- 
satisfactory the so-called Lehigh plan, insist- 
ing that the sponsors’ cost estimate of $142,- 
000,000 is too low. : 

It dees statey howeyer—i~ a terse footnote ° 
-——that the upper Lehigh, Bear Creek and Mud 
Run as sources, supplemented by waters from 


“the upper Perkiomen, will furnish 500 mil- 


lion gallons per day of acceptable water at a 
cost of $377,240,000. 

Is this to be considered the best available 
source within Pennsylvania? It is a pity the 
Commission has not devoted more attention 
to this ‘site; ins“ead of it ae 3 itself with 
a footnote. 

The:people should be given the opportunity 
to express their wishes in the matter in a ref- 
erendum placing the issue before them in un- 
ambiguous terms. If they are ‘willif® to con- 
tinue taking their drinking water from the 
Delaware River docks, they should make that 
decision clear. If they want the city to obtain. 
water from upland streams, they should vote 
for such a step. F 

If the majority favor new sources, the city 
government should stop trying to patch up 


- the existing system at cost of many millions. 


and concentrate upon a new source that would ~ 
give us the best possible water at the lowest 
possible price. 

But. let:the people determine what: spate. 
be done. They drink the water and pay ‘the | 
bills for it. They should: decide what find 
aT y 


+ 


i} Py 


es | 
$62, 000 for Alenioer & 


| Washington, March 25— (AP)— 
|The Federal Works Agency ‘an- 
hnguhiced today it .had advanced $62,- 
{000 to Allentown, Pa., to finance | 
|Plans: for addition to its water sys-/! 
oe. estimated to cost $1, 980, 000. | 
ea 4 
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72 Od Odorless City’ Water 


“READINESS nt Baca ai 
; Water to install the largest ozona 

tion plant in the country at the Bel.” 
; mont Reservoir registers the Water 
B pate conviction that this method 

‘of removing tastes and odors is dé * 
nitely beyc d the experimental stage? 
That disagreeable tastes and odors, 
(which were stimulating the drive: to 
Ngo to the mountains for thé city’s 


work at the Water Banc Ss meter 
| division, ae and; “Cambria sts. 


meter eats : 
land service was’ “urged yest: day by 
Officials ¢ al munic! sal bu~ 


Under. the: relent: system the}, 
Bureau of Water. ‘is charged with 
the inspection and repair of | 
meters, the cost of repair being | 


emmed. from com- Charged:ta the Weer ya sne ‘water, could be removed wa 

ames, OF Property /lar water bill. igh SO | ‘the contributions of th yet hs oe 
water meters are|meters, however, is done by m=} e Bureau o. 
order or:;have been|ployes of the tax! department, who. Municipal Research to the water prob- 


eee and hot return- lem discussion a year ago. 


must also report any failures ih the 


This. divided authority. was ‘at 
tacked by both W. nk Marshall, |! 
Receiver of Tax sand Elbert J.} 
Taylor, Chist ae Bureau. of 
Water. Ae 

Both roe: that the department 
should have full control, not only 
of the reading of the meters, but of 
their installation, inspection and 
repair as well. They also advocate 
some «form of a ee ot. i} 
meters. 

Several years ago, in 
to standardize all: 
chased, the. city ‘specified tha 
the manufacturers. of fa mete’ 
t} would be permitted to bid for con- 
-itracts, This move, however, w: 
feated when an independent deal 
obtained a ceurt injunction 
aed haste such provision, . \ 


would cost more to remove the tastes 
'and odors than not to remove them, it 
would cost far less than to take water 
from a source of water a hundred 
miles ‘or more from the city. Council 
wisely decided to have a try at treat- 
ing ee taken from the present 
nearby sources, 
Last week the Bureau told the pub- 
lic that taste and odor control had 
been in effdct for some time for some 
parts of the water supply, and that 
“threshold odor numbers” as high as 
30-had been reduced to three. That 
means; substantially, that while it 
took the addition of twenty-nine parts 
of odorless water to one aft of raw 
water to kill the odor ‘of the water 
“before treatment it took the addition 
of only two parts to kill the odor after. 
‘treatment. —— =e 
The new treatment may be one rea- 
"son why. there Abbeas 


iercborted, 
roposed changes 
€ rocedure- of hav- 
‘owners buy their. own 
aslist ‘of city approved 
é saying for any fu- 


.“ Instead, the city. 
supply of meters, in- 
rhen -requésted, and 
on’ to the user either 
itial fee or along with 
ster ly. ‘water ite 


See me 

esterday, a spokesman for the 
y Solicitor’s office disclosed that 
‘court will be asked this week to 
proper owner. In ad-|clarify its earlier decision on the 
t} Sve eras upon | possibility that the ciiy might still 
types of meters and|be able to specify that only parts! 
read of the 20 types|manufactured by the maker would 
use. be accepted. This would permit job- 
yin obtainiig re-|bers to sell the | parts to the city and 
af for so many types|yet guaranteb “Rat the items pur- 
& given as the chief/chased would be’ suitable, the 
Auge hackle i of eee csten said. . vi 4 } 


NaRR = —— 
5=26— Cesitar Water on the Way. 


47. It is cheering news for Philadelphians that 
- the city is about to obtain bids for the largest, 
plant for treatment of water by “ozonation® 
in the United States. It will be even betier - 
by ‘when the plant is finished and its job of get. 
bey ting rid of bad tast +s and smells from drink- 
ee ing water begins tobe noted at the faucets. 
Plans for the nes/ ozonation station, o be a 
located at the Belmont Reservoir, haye péen 
File citizens. completed in the office of “Elbert J. Taylor, 
other civic undertakings got. 4 chief of the. Bureau of Waters When it is fin- 
of only about vere oe ished the plant will be capable of treating 
ee oe ee | 36,000,090 gallons of water a day. 

-| It will do so by sending ozone bubbling 
through water in*huge tanks to attack ani- 
mal or vegetable impurities so that they can 
‘be more completely eliminated during subse- 
quent passage through the big filter beds at 
Belmont. Mr. Taylor says the new process 
also, will make the present methods of: high 

1 f chlorination unnecessary. : 
; ee Back of this project and others in prep- 
aration is-a $10,000,000 program for i improve- 
ment of the city’s water system, in ‘which 
[ | _ taste and odor control are importa. ; factors. 
Eventually, it’s probable, Philadelphia 
mu.t seek pure water sources at a distance 
from the city, but such a large-scale plan may 

\ take years to develop. The p : of this com- 

_ munity Should net be ex rwpit a a og 


labor shortages, and f 


the ote a on petra an e: 


Fd oe ‘ 


i 


comes to civic improye=| 

jelphians ‘are mostly'of’ 
water supply ought’ 
rst, 


a teak. 


mh jor city projects run a 
‘the minds of the rank | 


mate ‘service? furnish ex- 
avis in subway? improve 
supply? provide off-street 
“facilities in downtown? any 


Eighty-one per cent picked the 
ater supply. 
Here was the rating of the others: 
ntown parking, seven per cent; | 
tend transit. Service, six per cent; | 
| express service in subway, 
“yemoye Chinese 
ent; others, one per 
ee per cent. The |’ 
precate 5 a few 


we 


est ~ 


hs a ‘major pro-| 
way in improving), 
and this, coupled with. 
ing t clean up 

d above 


It Was then shown that while it |: 


Director of Public Works Thomas - 
'|Buckley yesterday . described the 


plated in its ‘history. Siok 
In a statement supplementing the 
46-page brochure prepared at his — 
_ |request, Mayor Samuel said that ‘a’ 
total of $119,050,000 is available 4 
the works program as authorized +. 
Assurance was given by both of-~ 
ficials tat a huge backlog of pro- 
jected improvements, delayed by the 
war, will ‘be be expedited as speedily 
as possible. - 
The 1947 Works ‘sthedule is, ac- 


eral: asons—“‘its great volume, 


| cost 


number of the projects already 
authorided are of major importance — 
and: e in scope and, therefore; 

t required for completion 
into next year. Also, un- 
“contracts carried . over 
have been placed at the 
e list of new. work now 


Buckley Batra: explained that 
the. current-year program is’ “not 


fied to Meet the demands of sud- 


; ities as they develop,-and all ele- ° 


ments of the construction industry. - 


will have opportunity to pmeewae ; 
init.” $ 
« Stating that the city bas provided | 
the authority, the plans, ‘Ae funds, i 


and possesses the incentive, Buck- © - 4 


ley added: “The play now passes to 


the. construction industry, and we Aa 
The final seore/ Y 


are‘in their hands. 

‘will depend upon the availability. 0 

i eoteriais and the labor situation,’ 
"he report is an innovation in # 

lit presents a factual, detailed ree 

of the status of.a 

iyworks proj 


municipality’s program of citywide aie 
'j|improvement projects as unques= ©." 
tionably the greatest ever cohtem= ~~ 


cording to Buckley, notable for sev- - 


and geographical ae: 


rigid but elastic; it' can be ampli- : 


den emergencies or of other néces- | - 


Up-| street. 


sults: a gash niet 200 feet long | 
Broad st,; a bad scare for two bus- | 
; psy-turvy sidewalks; water, water 
’ here. It all happened at Snyder av. —News Page. 1 


molded Buses 
Area Floored, 
,lied Up ai_onyde 


;| A ‘water main under Broad st. 
)}south of Snyder ay. 
roar at 7.10 A. M. today, 
up a 25-foot geyser. © 

A hundred or more N. 
workers lined’ up at th 
corner waiting for Route 
were drenched by the tumb 
ter before they had tim 
what had happened. 

Passengers on t 
ed double-deck busé 
became panicky as the 
up beside them and 
pushed up under the: 

“Get us out!” the pi 
gan screaming at the 
put on speed and dro} 
danger zone with 
ing beneath them, 


Water Pours Into | ‘ 


up curbing and. 
sides and opened. 
“hy 200 feet lon 


Philadelphia Bish 
east side. 


Sidewalks Thrown u 


The sidew: were: 
place in front o the 
in front of Dr. David P: 
tist, and Dr. W. J. B 
Si sician, at Nos, 2114 
spectively, on the west 


While the street was 
buses and automobiles were 
ed through 13th and 15th s 

a brief delay, trolley routes 


PENN SYLVANIA 


eae ER ee 


N —y 
sutenrownn 
f 


BRENTON \ 


* STROUDSBURGS | 


EASTON 
PHILLIPSBURG 


\ 


POINT ea 
\ PLEASANT 


The chart above shows in ¢ 


' bend project would bring hundreds o 
of pure watersdaily to this city from th ippe 
of the Delaware River. Two huge reservoirs and an 81+. 
,,.mile- ‘long Pressure tunnel are features of the project.. 


cere. 
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come? a 


Oe AE 


"NESHAMINY 


NEW JERSEY 


LAMBERTVILLE 


TRENTON 


eaches 


woe 


<-| 


puppy for Philadelphia. 


' present water system, 


Plans Urged * 
To. lmprove 
Taste, Odor 


A three-point program, with: 
emphasis on plans to improve 


immediately the taste and odor 


of the city’s: present drinking. 


water, was‘recommended yester-. 


day in the. Water Commission’s oi 
final report.on a future water 


In submitt: 
Samuel, the 


the report to nisl 4 
mission urged that. 


| steps one and two, rehabilitation of — 
| the present ‘system, be. completed 
| first and if it is then necessary to 
obtain water from an upland source — 
| that the Walipec Bend, a point in 


the be tified ver oer: ee eae 
Pa., be uti : , 
COMMISSION'S PRO ISALS. : 


The commission proposed: 

Immediate overhauling of, the — 
filtration and distribution systems 
and installation of additional 4 
cheeical - treatment-to eliminate ~ 
taste and odors. Part of this work _ 
is already under way. : 

A long- -range program of im-. 
provement and additions to the 
including | 
the taking of a larger proportion 
of the water supply from the Del- 
aware River and increased storage 
facilities. 


_ ‘BEST SOURCE OF WATER’ 


* | new equipr 


i 


Utilization of Wallpack Bend as 3 


' “the best source of water” in the _ 


eyent the city decides to go to an” i 
_ Upland source for its future sup- 
| ply.” The estimated cost of this ‘ 
| project is $284,588,000. 

In accepting the frepoit, the 
Mayor asserted the survey “will be'a 
‘chart:for many years to come’ re- 
gardless of whether the city receives 
its water from an upland source or 
whether it shall continue to flow 
| through our mains from the present 
/gources after they have been ses 
proved.” 


{| FIRST: STEP. IN PROGRAM 


The first step of the program, in- | 
volving the expendituréjof about © 
$12,000,000, contemplates the instal- | 
lation of chemical treatment equip= 


ment as quickly as possible: The re- 


_|port explained that this must be 


done regardless of what source of . 
/ Supply was finally chosen. 

Mayor Samuel, in his acceptance 
speech, said this phase of the work 
was welljunder way, adding that 
contracts totaling several millions of 
dollars have.been’ awarded to install 
ent ata rious pumping 


stations; 


BIDS ARE PENED! 

He also’ pointed out that bids were | 
opened a few days ago for. installing . 
ozonation. equipment at Belmont 
filter plant, explaining that: ozona- 
tion i8 one of the major methods 
used to eliminate obnoxious odors 


/and tastesin water. 


The second step, a long-range pro- 


| gram, would bring the present water 


works to the peak of efficiency to” 
‘supply Philadelphians with © pure, © ; 
palatable water, in the opines the > 
comunission. ; J 
q 


| $62,568,000 EXPENDITURE 


_ This part of the program would — 
require the expenditure of $62,568,- 


ae 
oe 

Silt in the Schuylkill River will no longer be a serious prob-,_,.- 
‘1 the moment the process of reclamation is made commercially “, 
p. fitable. There is plenty of energy stored away in this Wasté 
product from the anthracite coal belt. Under forced draught.” 
it will burn. And the energy thus generated could be put to SoMa fe 


useful purpose. : ae 
* * * s 


‘ 


* 


; ae 
‘There is nothing especially new in the contention of John 
" Phillips Badenhausen, a Wyncote engineer, that the banks of 
b the Schuylkill are lined with tons of potential energy in the 
form of silt. _There could, however, 
be something new in the system of 
» reconversion which Mr. Badenhausen 
‘has devised. It would seem unwise, - 
# .therefore, to shrug it off or belittle 
| if as “experimental” as did Elbert 
J. Taylor, chief of the city’s water 
bureau. : ‘ 
Nevertheless, there is in the pros- 
pective use of the silt as fuel a factor 
tending to justify reluctance to in- 
stall costly equipment in the hope the 
“black gold” at the municipal door- 
step would produce results warrant- 
ing the outlay. The coal companies, 
ever on the alert to turn an honest 
penny, would trap the silt in the 
upland waters long before it had a’ 
chance to clog the river here in the 
heart of the city. Then, the silt prob- 
lem, as far as Philadelphia is con- 
cerned, would be solved. « “A Greensburg.man was 
: : John S. Wise, Jr., for some years fined $1 for riding a horse * 
: ey : before his retirement as president of while intoxicated. Loaded 


EVEN POWER DREDGES MAKE LITTLE IMPRESSION ON MOUNTAING OF SILT LINING THE Si Company, experimented ‘vith’ the i" white mule. 


Company, experimented with the 
. . 4 . * . . ry ne ah . + fi aS s Z . ; j of 
Thousands of tons of mine waste still befoul the’. burn the silt, which he indicated was more‘than 50 pets, below Columbia aye. | coal-laden silt. He had no difficulty at all in solving the com 
cent, coal, as a cheap source of pawer. City officials. towering banks of f° = 


els ‘ bustion problem, but the question of cost temained. For all we 
banks of the Schuylkill, despite efforts of shovels know he may still be experimenting in an effort to bring the 


Uncle Dominick Says— 


wend dredges to restore the natural beauty of the: . doubt the proposal’s value. “At left, above, a power At right, above, aw. how: ing ) the col- cost down to a-point that would tempt industry. 
stream. One expert has suggested thad thevetty could dredge bites into high-piled silt on. West River Drive —_ lected silt resembles coa y ; ite bE The. Wise’s  systocns Wie Tevignh ‘inde cunatiine 


powdered coal dust just as oil is used in furnaces. It was fed 
to the combustion chamber under high pressure and burned with 
_a fierce white heat, 


‘State shoard Gets 


* y* 2. 


If Mr. Badenhausen or 1 


City Urged a ee 
The U.S. Army District Engineer’ 
ffice said that tests conducted im 


‘ Mr. Wise or some other engineer 
_ Manages to devise a method which will combine thorough com- 


fay, 1944, indicated that the Schuyls 


To Burn Silt 


From River 


Thousahds of fons of min 
waste pouting down the Schuyl-| 
kill could be burned in the city’s! 
power plants, providing. a cheap 
and handy fuel; John Phillips 
f Badenhausen, an official of J. P: 
Badenhausen, Inc., Wyncote, as- 
serted yesterday. 
| : Instead of spending $100gper day | 
or a drérge to remove silt Trom the 
‘| Schuyikill,~Badenhausen asserted, | 
the city could burn it at the Queen |: 
4 Lane pumping station at an esti- 
mated saving of $288,000 a year. 
CALLED ‘GOLD MINE’ L 
a He said that nearly 10,000,000 tons 
of silt, capable of producing 8000 to 
| 9000 British Thermal Units of heat 
per pound, now were deposited. in 
‘he river, He called this deposit a 
“gold mine at Philadelphia’s door.” 

Badenhausen asserted that his | 

‘yncote’firm now was constructing 

tee units capable of burning the! 

t's coal content, which he esti- 

wed at more than 50 percent. 


ill silt contained about. 53 perce’ 


anthracite coal, Philadelifhia’s formal appli 


<ey§ 
# 


|| Water supply was 1/-ceived Hes! 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 


2004.019.0021B 


se'tion for permifsion to tap the Del- 


aware Rivert at Wallpack Bend, in Pike county, for a future new 


erday at the Water and Power Re- | 


-= sources Board in Harrisburg | 


| Mayor Bernard Samuel. with 
| Councilmanic approval, »wened 


the necessary papers on; fonday » 


and forwarded them to the State 
board. y 


} . Although Council has. instructed ! 


ithe Department of Public Works: to 
Proceed with plans to improve this 


jcity’s present sources of water,-thus | 
postponing indefinitely any cencrete | 
action on the Walipack Bend project. | 
,| the Mayor’s action was important in | 


| that it was the first step in obtaining 
‘egal rights to the upper-Delaware 
"ead source. 


FAVORED BY COMMISSION 


sources. 
tima’ 


gas 


$ 


| é/ 


} 


4 


WallpackWaterPlan "City's Water Pure? 
A ae Yes, Says Bureau, \ 
‘Fish Thrive In It! 


This being the season for the 
Schuylkill to become som: 
what odoriferous, it is timely to 
consider the question of fish in 
the city’s reservoirs, 

The mere fact that there are 
fish in the reservoirs, says the 


City Water Bureau, proves that ° 


our water is pure. 

Fish also are cavorting inside 
the city’s water mains but they 
never—well, hardly ever get 
into the households because the 
faucets intercept them. . Tad- 
poles, however, occasionally 
manage to wriggle through. 

How do fish get into the res- 
ervoirs? Well, fish roe ‘is 
pumped in with the river water. 
The purification chemicals, 
mostly alum ‘arid lime, don’t 
harm the roewor the resulting 
fish. oe 

Among the-vyarieties of fish 
now enjoying reservoir life are 
carp, pickerel and perch, but 
no trout. ; 

Sportsmen who go after the 
fish at such places as the 33d st. 
and Columbia av. reservoir are 
violating the law. The Water 
Bureau says they might kick 
dirt into the water. 


y 


I 
1 
1 


_ bustion with low-cost reclamation the Schuylkill will once again 
become the lovely stream of years AZO, 
eer ae aoe : * *. : 


Mr. Wise, as a matter of fact, can recall the Schuylkill when 
it was the boat racing center of the Republic. Back there in 
the ’90’s he was the coxswain of a famous Penn crew. It was not 

~ necessary, in those days, to have a dredge in constant service to - 

keep the river channel open. And it was possible to skim over. 

the clear water without fear of being trapped on a-silt bar. : 
* * * 


' In those days the river was a recreational center. In their. 
, Spare hours of a summer’s day thousands of Philadelphians used. 


~ the Schuylkill for boating, swimming and fishing. The river was’ 


e famed for the quality of its catfish, Maybe you remember the 


song in praise of the Wabash River in Indiana. A parody included. 
the couplet: ; % 
“I'd rather be a catfish in the Schuylkill, 
Than a goldfish ‘in the Wabash far away.” 
* * * 


y ; : a: 
n They still get catfish in the Schuylkill, but it’s our informa- ° 
- tion’ they’re caught for their high fuel content rather than for 
2, food. Used either way, of course, you get energy. 
3 * LJ ca 
ft An inveterate Schuylkill fisherman told ‘us the other day. a 
1 five-pound catfish will have as much as a pound and a half 
eer 6) § high-grade. sili: in its system. . He said that when anthracite 
r Was hard to, get during war-time he kept his house warm by 
, catching catfish in the river, 
* * > 
Under ordinary conditions this would be a costly and a time- 
wasting method of heating a home. That’s always been the 
. Teason advanced for failure to take advantage. of the fuel con- 
; tent of the stream—too costly. They say it’s cheaper to buy the 
finely ground grades direct from the coal companies. 
i * * % 


On the Susquehanna at Harrisburg coal “fishing” is a sizable 
industry. Scores: of boats with steam-propelled conveyor lines 
Scrape the bottom of the stream, or cut away deposits of coal silt 
along the banks and sell it to Harrisburg industries. 

. * * * é 


, It’s the same kind of silt we hs -€ here in Philadelphia: In 
zg ae ou however, we’d rather keep piling the stuff along the 


etin 
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‘OWN DETECTIVE FORCE TO CHECK WASTE 


: eer uld. be completed by the end 
Of The Bulletin Staff of, this year. as she 

ma , e éen Lane plant, in service 
|| The Queen Lane’pumping station, | ince 1994, ‘pumps eae from the 
‘| for half a century a landmark on the |Schuylkill for treatment. at Queen! 
'|East River Drive below Ridge av.,|Lane Filters, Queen lane and Fox’ 
‘jat Gustine Lake, is about to experi- 


st., and has a rated capacity of 160) 
‘|ehce a major facelifting. million gallons a day. Mechanical! 
‘|’ Under plans already approved by|breakdowns, however, have been 
the Fairmount Park Commission|frequent, officials said. 
and the Art Jury, the station’s yel-| When the existing four steam 
low exterior will be coated with red|pumps are replaced with electrical- 
brick and limestone and the tower-|ly-driven ones, engineers say they 
ing, 150-foot smokestack will be|expect a daily capacity of more than 
razed, Water Bureau officials an-|200 million gallons. These engi- 
nounced yesterday. neers have forecast savings of as 
_ This work, the officials explafaed,|much as $84,000 yearly through the 
is part of a more than $3,000,000|abandonment of the coal-powered 
program for the modernization. of|equipment at the station. 
the Queen Lane and Lardner’s Point| In addition to the stack, Taylor 
pumping stations. Replacement of|Said, a sprawling boiler house on 
the present steam-pumps with mod-|the east side of the plant will be! 
ern electrical equipment .has been|demolished, as well as a hedge which 
recommended by both the Mayor’s|Screened..this.part of the station| 
Water Commission and the City|from the park drive. The hedge had| 
Planning Commission, been planted at the urging of beau-| 
eee z i ty-conscious motorists who com-, 
W le Is Under Way plained that piles of ashes conflict-| 
Elbert J. Taylor, chief of the Bu-|ed with the surrounding park. 
‘|reau ‘of Water, reported that work} Water Bureau officials said that 
was already well under way at both|they are confident, however, that 
sites and estimated’ that the proj-! 
. } 


JING, 


vee : ee _PHILADELPHIA,, “SUNDAY MORI 


WATER BUREAU HAs 


fest S32 he IAT ep Ne ane hy 


Jno such camouftei8¢ Vill be Hefed | 

when the renovatioii is completed. 
Taylor said that the new design | 
for the byilding “ape in harmony |! 

with the surroun park area and 
that the huge, arched windows will, li 

r be replaced with a more functional 
type. The present coal storage piles |\ 
along Ridge av., he added, will be}! 
removed and the area landscaped. |1 
Phe Lardner’s Point. station, at 
ithe Delaware River and Devereaux |< 
st., Wissinoming, was erected in). 
1904 and supplies most of the city | 


.|east of the Schuylkill. It distributes 
‘| water already treated at the Torres- |: 
dale Filters, and has: had frequent |) 
troubles with mechanical failures). 
and breakdowns. 


"45 Steam Pumps te Go 


Trouble-shooter Kunder listens to the wild waves. With an 
aquaphone, he can tell whether water pressure is all ‘it 
should be, also whether water meter is Baio mee 


‘Kunder on the trail of a water main leak. He’s in 
Had the Bureau of Water’s leakage and waste sur- 
. Instrument:he’s using is called a geophone 


William G. Warrington employs an M-scope to plot the 
course of an unrecorded water pipe. Its operation is similar 
to that of a mine detector used. during the war 


JULY 16, 1947 


: a ee 
Water Meter Ownership 
a now appears that when Philadel- 

phir began metering water it 
made a major blunder in -requiring 
property-owners ‘to. install meters 
wh’ 1 would forever after be their 
ve own. 

One consequence has heen a wide 
variety in the types of meters in use, 
with grave complications in procur- 
ing and stocking parts for repair, 

Just now thousands of meters are 

ut of service because the purchase 

‘ parts has been: in a legal snarl. 
"hat snarl might be the same if the 
city owned the meters; but then a 
broken meter would not necessarily 
mean, as it now does, that a service 
\.ould be without a meter. 

When a gas or electric meter goes 
bad in Philadelphia, it is simply re- 
placed by another meter. But when a 
water meter is removed for repair, 
that meter and no other must be re- 


The person who pays for utility 
pays for the meter in one way or an- 
other, even when the utility owns the 


meter, Too much emphasis seems to 


have been placed on the ‘property 


‘turned. Often there are long delays. - 


Lie ke we 


owner’s right to:be served by the : 


meter he bought and by no other. 


Since about half the city’s water , 


services are still unmetered, there is 
still*time for a change of policy on 


; eerer. seroee nes 


By a Bulletin Staff Correspondent 


Harrisburg, May 3.—Philadelphia 
jcan rid itself of flies and‘ mosqui- 
toes by going to a little trouble and 
expense, state officials said today. 

The answer to, the problem, they 
declared, is wholesale -use of: the 
harmless-to-humans but high pow- 
ered insecticides developed during 
World War II. 

Within a few years, scores of com- 
munities will spray DDT ‘in. early 
summer and be free of the pests for 


“|Guyton, director of the Bureau of 
Plant Industry in the Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture, predic- 
jted. 


“Examples Cited 


effectiveness of light applications of 
the bug-killer—as low as one pound 
{per acre. : 
l In -fact,’ he said Pennsylvania 
farmers have had the jump on their 
y {city cousins for more than a. year. 
They have been spraying their cat- 
‘| tle, barns, barnyards and homes 
e|with DDT ever since it-was released 
¢|/for public use in 1945. 
A practical demonstration of the 
jvalue of DDT applied to a ‘relatively 
eilarge area was conducted last.sum- 
mer in Philadelphia. » 

When The Evening Bulletin staged 


tion in Fairmount Park in 1945, the 
crowds at the evening firework and 


cr ee ree 


Vere Can be Mosquito Free 
‘at Small Cost or Trouble 


State Director of Plant Industry Tells How New War & 
Insecticides Will Get Rid of Pests in a Hurry Pini 


the entire season,. Dr. Thomas, Li)” 


“|play was to be held, and also in the 


He cited-several éxamples of the 


its first big Fourth of July celebra- |. 


+ 
aquatic displays were pestered by 
droves of mosquities. 

Last Fourth of July the Evening; 
Bulletin invited the. State Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to demonstrate 
some of its activities. It responded |’ 
with an offer to rid the celebration |; 
areas of flies and mosquitoes, using 
DDT. 


A giant blower capable of develop- |; 
ing a ‘wind stream of 200. miles. an}; 
hour was. mounted on a truck in|, 
charge of a crew of:trained men. 4 
The blower operated in the early 
evening of July.3.and early morning 
of July 4 on both sides of the Schuyl- 
kill River, where the fireworks dis- 


vicinity of Memorial Hall. 
Only 2 Saw a Mosquito . ” > 

During the fireworks show, a rep- 
resentative’ of the department ques-|: 
tioned one hundred persons on the}: 
west bank of the river. ‘He found}, 
only two who had seen, felt or heard}, 
a mosquito. There were no flies or}: 
mosquitoes in the area’ for weeks 
afterwards. 

Dr. Guyton: also told of results last 
summer in Luzerne County air- 
plane spraying — operations. The 
boroughs of Dupont, Avoca, Duryea ; 
and Moosic were free of flies, mos- 
quitoes and other insect pests for 
the remainder of the summer. 

The résult was accomplished with 
a single application of DDT, spread 
one pound to the acre. | 


+, Here, Taylor said, 15 steam pumps 
i will give way to only six electrical- | 
§ |ly-powered ones. The capacity of | 
b ithe plant, however, will remain at 
b |About 210 million gallons a day. 
pe * This: reduction in the amount of} 
A equipment will permit the razing of | 
B | more than hglf of the present build- 

fing as well @s the removal of four) 
D ge rnentecks 


fal 

In connection with these improve- 
Naients, Taylor said, a small pumping 
[e(btation at the Tor resdale Filters 
se ak ‘be expanded to handle up to 200 
million gallons daily. This entire 
project, he said, already is pinder 
contract and will probably ye com- 
pleted within another yeare of | 


vel Serer = ————— 
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BEFORE AND AFTER—Ed Witkowski, assistant bac- 


teriologist at the Belmont laboratory, looks at a sample of 
Philadelphia drinking water before treatment. Treated 
water is on table 


By HARRY HARRIS 


HILADELPHIA drinking 
water has been the target for 
gibes by wits, real and alleged, 


- for a long time. 


Bob Hope, during a recent visit 
here, declared that this is the only 
city where the kitchens have three 
water taps—‘“Hot,” “Cold” and 
“No Fishing’—and where a drink 
of water requires a whisky chaser. 

His colleague; Jerry Colonna, he 


claimed, was recently arrested be- 


cause he had Philadelphia drinking 
water on his breath. 

SSnide remarks about “chlorine 
cocktails’ and “Schuylkill punch” 
have become as much a part of 
the repertoire of transient critics 
as references to the Main Line or 
Billy Penn, 

But four Philadelphians, whose 
jobs include the drinking of Phila- 
delphia water, grin tolerantly 
when they come across such 
lampoons, continue to swallow the 
water daily as part of their work 
and then go home and voluntarily 
drink from one to three quarts 
more. f 

eo © @ 

THESE FOUR hardy gentlemen, 
employes of the Bureau of Water, 
conduct daily taste and smell tests 
jn the bureau’s Belmont Labora- 
tory, at Belmont av. and Ford road. 

They sniff and swallow samples 
of water from as many as 27 dif- 
ferent points in the city—includ- 
ing water plants, filter stations, 
fire houses and police stations— 
and record any daily variations. 

“T’ve been doing this work every 
morning for the past 18 months,” 
says Wilson Crawford, 5935 N. 
Leithgow st., Olney, “and I’m com- 
pletely sold on our water for taste 
and safety. I wouldn’t drink 
spring water, but I drink about 12 
glasses of tap water every day. 
I like it.” 

“T’ve tasted water all around the 
world,” chimes in James Stinson, 
5 S. 38th st., who has been assign- 
ed to the testing work for the past 
six months. “During two-and-a- 
half years in the Merchant Marine 
I visited Russia, England, South 
America, Cuba and many distant 
states, including Texas, and as far 
as I’m concerned Philadelphia 
water is as good as any and better 
than most.” ! 

‘These sentiments are echoed by 
the other two tasters—Thomas F. 
Kinslow, 5225 Schuyler st., who 
has been gulping down water at 
the laboratory for approximately 


"90 years, and James A. Moran, 1652 


‘Pownton st., a two-year man. 

“Whe latter’s not much of a water- 
drinker (‘only about a quart a 
day’) but Kinslow averages from 
10 to 12 glasses daily. 

“I drink nothing but Philadel- 
phia water,” he says, and adds: 
“It's very good.” 


e ee 
SAMPLES of Philadelphia 


drinking water are brought to the 


laboratory every morning in label- 


Smelly Shaving Goo 
Taboo for City's 
Water Tasters 


HE four official tasters 
and smellers of Philadel-~ 
phia’s water have to or- 

der their lives according to the 

requirements of their job. 

“We have to take some spec- 
fal precautions,” explains Wil- 
son Crawford. “For instance, 
we can’t use smelly shaving 
lotions or hair tonics before 
coming to, work. If we did, 
we'd never be able to detect an 
aroma in the water.” 

What if a perfumed woman, 
visiting the laboratory, were to 
wander into’ the two rooms 
where the tests are conducted? 
“Well,” says Crawford, “that 
would probably rule out odor 
tests for hours afterwards. 

“Furthermore,” he adds, “we 
have to do all our tasting before 
lunch, because recent eating 
makes it difficult to determine 
taste in water. 

“Certain foods, like oranges, 
make it especially tough, and 
we try to skip those at break- 
fast.” 


Thirteen points are 
checked daily—all the city’s water 
plants and the four sources of the 
city’s supply—from the Delaware, 


ed_ bottles. 


at Torresdale, and from the 
Schuylkill at Queen Lane, Belmont 
and Roxborough. 

In addition, 14 special samples 
are brought in at least three times 
a week, from scattered spots 
throughout the city and its sub- 
urbs. 

The testers conduct the odor 


‘check first. 


This consists of smelling a flask 
of the water, determining and re- 
cording the type of aroma, if any. 

Twenty-two adjectives are used 
to classify different types of odors 
which occur in water. Among 
them are: fishy, pigpen, cucumber, 
swéetish, disagreeable, medicinal, 
violets and geranium. 

Each sample is then given a 
“threshold test,” that is, it is di- 
luted with measured quantities of | 
entirely odorless, tasteless water, | 
until the odor is entirely gone. A 
threshold number is” assigned to) 
the sample, so that Water Bureau 
personnel may properly treat the 
water from which the sample was 
taken. 

“Several of us check the same 
santples for from three to five 
houts each morning,” says Craw- 
ford, “Our estimate of the type of 
odor frequently varies. One man’s 
geranium is anothet man’s. aro- 
matic. But several noses are bet~- 
ter than one.” ; 


ee @ 
TASTING FOLLOWS. A num- 


“Philad 


is to Taste and Smell 


Re? Yes 


EAU DE PHILADELPHIA—Sniffing a sample of the 


city’s drinking water here is Thomas F. Kinslow, an in- 
dustrial waste inspector, who has been helping perform 


ber, from one to five,‘Is assigned to 
each sample. The higher the num- 
ber, the more marked the taste. 

“Five,” says Stinson, “would be 
downright horrible, but Philadel- 
phia water before treatment is 
rarely even in the four category. 
However, what seems like a three 
to us might seem like a five to, the 
average citizen. | 

“We swallow only one mouthful 
from each bottle,” says Crawford, 
“because if you, can’t distinguish 
the very first time, there’s no use 
going back.” 


The number: assigned to each 


sample is used in subsequent treat- 
ment of the water. 


eo. e @ 
HUMAN SNIFFERS and tasters 


this task for the past 20 years 


phia’s Drinkine 


pita As in gk 4 : 


ee i 


OTHER JOBS, TOO—When not holding water samples to lips or noses, the water-testing orew performs other 
tory duties. Here two of them, James A. Moran (center) and James Stinson (right) check drinking water’s hyd 


ion content, under supervision of Walter C. Ringer 


have been used to test Philadel- 
phia water since about 1920, ac~ 
cording to Sam Crawford, 1920 
Dallas road, senior bacteriologist 
of the Belmont laboratory. A 
Water Bureau employe for 34 
years, he served as one of ‘the 
tasters for almost 20 years. 

“They’re essential,” he says, 
‘Despite all the progress made in 
water sanitation, there is still no 
known chemical method for de- 
tecting minute quantities of taste- 
and-odor producing substances in 
water. 

“We laugh at the wisgeracks— 
but we all drink plenty of water-— 


at work and at home. We know 
it’s safe. And we know that any 
Jarge city using surface supply 
water must have taste and odor 
problems.” ‘ H 

Moreover, adds Walter C. Rin- 
ger, 4517 Conshohocken. av., sani- 
tary engineer who supervises 
treatment of water for the West 
Philadelphia area, all the gags | 


, about “chlorine cocktails” are in 


error. 

“You never taste chlorine in the 
water,” he says. “That chlorinous 
taste is due to the combination of 
chlorine with something else in the 
water. And the taste-odor process 
is designed to eliminate that ‘some- 
thing else.’ 

“The taste of Philadelphia water. 


Water 


BOTTOMS UP!—Wilson Crawford, another ind 

waste inspector, likes ‘Schuylkill punch’ so well that h 

drinks a dozen glass daily—and not as part of his testing 
job either, but at home or at the office 


has been. improving stead 
adds, “especially since we 
using the activated earbon 
ment last April.” AV ih 
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Pie, 


“7 $15,000 a year. 
»*\On the appeal of the independent | 


? 


» © than 1,000 large industrial and com- | 
"| mercial meters. One large plant, it! 


“i sof meters all over the city.” 


Lee 


* for a final decision from the courts 


‘the makers of the meters. 


_ Broken Meter 
“Ruling Sought 


Water Bureau Faces 


. Chaotic Conditions f 


By JOHN G. McCULLOUGH 
Of The Bulletin Staff 


‘The city will make another move} 4 


‘to unsnarl a legal tangle which has 
deft it unable to. repair 36,000 broken 
“water meters. 


At the insistence of water and tax| 


Officials, it was learned yesterday, 
city attorneys are preparing to push 


“on the city’s right to purchase only 
those repair parts manufactured by 


A ‘successful challenge to that 
-‘eurb more than two years ago by an 
independent parts dealer brought a 
’ court order banning any restriction 
in the city’s. specifications. The 
“same order also prohibited the pay- 
ment of purchases made on that 
‘basis. 
Meanwhile, the water bureau’s 
- meter‘repair shop at 29th and Cam- 
bria sts., has been swamped with a 
gradually 


be paid for materials delivered, have 
ignored the city’s requests for bids. 


- Owners Urged to Buy Parts 


In some instances, it was learned, 
» water bureau officials have sug- 
gested that ‘property owners! 
themselves purchase neéded repair 
parts from the manufacturers and 
arrange for their shipment to the 
city shop. This method, officials ad- 
mitted, has caused considerable con- 
fusion and has’ resulted in many 
complaints, _ 

Since the majority of homes in| 
.the city are billed for water used on 
the basis of meter readings, tax 
office officials pointed ott, the con-| 
tinued break-down of more than 15 
per cent of these devices has caused 
“almost chaos” in the preparation 
Of bills. 

The almost doniplete lack of re- 


increasing backlog of} 
broken meters. Repair parts manu-| 
~ facturers, fearing they would not be 


Break in Year 


400 Mains Here 


Some Have Been in 
Service Since 1819 


pair parts, while it principally af- 
fects the home type of meters, is! 
_ also blocking the repair of more | 


was disclosed recently had to pay} 
» back water costs of $600,000 when 
its meter was finally repaired and) 
reinstalled. 


. Meter Repairs Blocked 


» “This situation,” one official said. 
“is disgusting to us since it makes 
* for extremely poor relations be-| 
"tween the consumer and: the water | 
bureau, especially at a time when| 
- we are working for the installation 


| 
{ 


Director of Supplies and: ‘Pur- 
chases Charles H. Gragelow) first | 
inaugurated the procedure of’ pur- 
_ chasing only those parts which were 
‘made by the meter manufacturers. | 
This system, he said, would prevent | 
the stocking of inferior or non-fit-| 
ting parts and save an estimated 


dealer, however, the court held that 
_ the city had ro right to restrict the 


* bidding to parts made, qanu- 
facturer or any group. ac 
turers. Such action, the’ ‘court 


' warned, might be met ‘by Federal 
‘anti-trust proceedings. 


jures in theoffice of Elbert J. Taylor, 


Philadelphia averages 400 water} 
jmain breaks a year, and while it; 
|dogs not have*the worst record. per 
jmile in this respect. in comparison | 
;with other cities, it is in the higher | 
bracket. | 
One reason is the age of the city, | 
which has some water mains that 
have been in service since 1819. Fig- 


chief of the Bureau of Water, show 
401 breaks during 1946, and 317 low-| 
pressure and 3 high-pressure breaks | 
so far this year. There were 531 
breaks of low pressure mains giving | 
domestic service in 1945, with 13) 
breaks in the high-pressure fire- 
fighting system. 

“The chief cause of breaks,” Tay-| 
lor said yesterday, “is the: tremen- 
dous increases in the. weight of 
street loads. The consequent jars 
and heavy settlement, with result- 
ing breaks, are mostly caused by; 
heavy trucks, 

Trolley cars are a fk eomnting| 
cause, because the water pipes in 
most instances were laid before the 
cars went into service, and often | 
lie beneath the tracks, especially at 
street intersections. 
“Water pipe is designed to stand) 
a pressure of 400 pounds, although 
we'do not go that high. No pipes 


This decision, in May, 1944, also 
enjoined the ‘City Controller from 
permitting ‘payment for contracts) 
predicated on such restrictions and 


warned that he would risk contempt|’ 
» de- 


dings in disobeying uf 


‘clamoring for some acti 
the bottleneck. ame 

Although Judge Gerald F. Flood|. 
did issue,a further opinion it caused 
a wide differeice of interpretation 
between two. tranches of’ the city 
government asto its meaning. 


Philadelphia Water Department 


.|but we are giving tore careful 


burst from internal pressure. There 
is however, settlement at the joints, 
then come traffic jars, a limit is 
reached and the pipe breaks. 
“Of course, raising of pressure 

Ay time. for the break. ‘This 


1912, 

i m the filtration plants ‘were in-| 
stalled, about 1,000 feet in all. W 
“In all the new pipes we are layal 
ing, we take into! account increased] 
shocks, such as given by a 20-ton) 
truck traveling at high speed. We 
are not only putting i in heavier pipe, 


supervision, especially of the work 
of the public utilities, when they 
lay conduits. 

“We have had five breaks this 
year where utilities laid masonry 
beside mains. We now insist that 
a composition expansion joint ma- 
iterial be placed around the water 
pipe.” { 
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THE SUNDAY BULLETIN, 


METERS, METERS EVERYWHERE AND NOT A DROP OF WATER 


Stockpile of city water meters in disrepair mounts at Water Bureau’s repair shop at 29th and Cambria,sts. 


"ise o Urged 


| firMlpiocdneats 


If Philadelphians want a better city, they probably are going 


,to have to pay higher sewer and 


‘water assessments, 


That was the prospect presented by the City Planning Commis. 
sion yesterday in its annual report to Mayor Samuel. 


The report suggested expenditures 
‘of $322,792,789 for public improve- 
ments during the next six years, 
‘It also disclosed that the commis- 
sion is about to certify nine areas of 
the city for redevelopment into 
more desirable business and resi- 
‘dential districts, i 


‘May Attract, from Suburbs 


} 
| When such redevelopment occurs 
'—and it is expected to be accom- 
plished. largely through private 
capital—the ‘outflow of Philadel-|. 
phia’s population intc the suburbs 
may. be reversed, because the city 
will be a better place. in which to 
live, work and play. 

Mayor Samuel 
transmit the commission’s report to 
Council at its next session. The sug- 


gestion for higher taxes did not}. 


jcome as a surprise to him. Edward 
| Hopkinson, \Jr., commission chair- 
/man, is known to have conferred 
‘with the Mayor: in van ioe on the 
| report. 

In addition £4: advising ‘the. ts. 
creased assessments, the report 
suggested that water. meters be 
installed in all homes. .At present, 
only about half of the city’s dwell- 
ings are metered. Thus tnere is a 
revenue loophole; also, hundreds 
of thousands of gallons of water are 
| wasted because, without. a meter, 
|there is less incentive to be eco- 
nomical. 


Expects Palatable Water 


Hopkinson’s report expresses a be- 
lief that an adequate supply of odor+|; 
less and palatable water “should be 
a reality within a few years.” 

He admits that this may sound like 

the repetition of an old promise, but 
he offers data to show that some- 
thing actually is being done. New 
pumping stations are being built at 
Torresdale and Fox Chase, and oth- 
jer stations are being rehabilitated. 
Ozonation equipment is going into 
the Belmont treatment station, Fil- 
ters and reservoirs are being ré- 
habilitated and new mains are be- 
‘ing laid down. 

This work—$32,407,000 is ear- 
marked for the water supply during 
the next six years—is partly in the 
nature of an experiment to see if 
the water can be improved without 
acquiring a new source. One pos- 
sible new source would be the Dela- 
ware. river at Wallpack Bend, near 
Bushkill, Pa. The commission thinks 
this site should be pre-empted, just 
in case the experiments should fail.) 


Vs ate 2 Schedule ne | 
For purposes of planning ‘and fi-| 


nancing, the commission operates’ 
ona six-year schedule. Bach yepe 


|) mission would allocate 


is expected to} 


How Planning Board 
Wants City to Spend 


How the City Planning Com- 
the 
-$322,793,000 which is suggests 
spending during 1948-1953: i 


Sewerage ....... . . .$95,485.000 
Water improvements 32,407.000 
City-State high- 4 

“ways .2....,.... 38,744,000 


City arterial high- 


ways and bridges . 9,322,000 
City highway restor- ; : 
ation ..........++ 26,600,000" | 
Airports ......000++ 28,315,000 
Meansit 2.) 72. sg 6 sh) O10 T,000 > | 
Traffic control ...,. 3,208,000. | 
Recreation ........ « 13,688,000 | 
Hospitals, health cen- 
Oy CATS s ovens. ae 15,545,000. | 
Port improvements . 3,044,000% 
Police, fire, electrical & 
Ses DUreAUS ey) | _ 7,582,000 
Refuse disposal .... 4,904,000 
Charitable, correc- 
tional, penal insti- 4 
TATIONS 3 hey inh 10,382,000 
. Libraries, museums * 
and others ....... 1,170,000 


—— 
this schedule is revised. The $322,- 
792,789 expenditure recommended 
for '1948- 53 is $20,393,000 above that 
proposed for 1947-52. 


Besides the waterworks projects 
in. the 1948-53 schedule, principal 
objectives concern sewers and sew- 
age treatment, highways, airports, 
recreation facilities, hospitals and 
welfare ‘institutions. 

“Dirt already is flying, contracts! 
are being let, plans are being) 
drawn,” says the report. During) 
1948, an estimated $72,677,609 will! 
have to be spent to keep the projects, 
on schedule. 

Because of rising cost, the com-| 
mission is scheduling only, projects 


which is considers to be urgent. | 
SS 
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Main Break Hits, 
Southwest Area 


MAL Bm the 7 


- Wat er Cut in Two Hospitals 
yh. Thousands of Homes 


Thousands of homes, two. -hospitals. and scores of industrial’ 
plants in most of Southwest Philadelphia were virtually without 


water last night as a result of a 4 


ave. south of 56th st. 


At St, Vincent’s Hospital, 70th st. and Woodland ave., 400 infant 


8- inch main break on Warrington 


patients faced a heatless night when low pressure caused the fail- 
ure of the heating system, but were finally Kept warm by hastily 


gathered electric heaters. 


The break occurred at 8:30 A. M. yesterday and Elbert. Taylor, 
chief of the Water Bureau, said it would take until this morning 


to repair the damage. 


‘The water pressure in Mercy Hospital was down to a trickle 


Ahem emaweee nee 


Elbert Taylor, chief of the Water | 
Bureau, immediately after the break 
occurred at 8:30 A. M., dispatched 
all available repairmen ‘to the loca- 
tion of the break. They were. ex- 
pected to have the damiage repaired 
by this morning, Taylor said. 

He added that the break reduced 
the pressure “lower than anticipated 
demand.” 

“You see, we haven’t had a break 
‘in that section for quite a number of 
years,” he said. “We thought that 
the 16 and 30-inch feeder lines would 
be able to take care of the situation, 
but with the industries using water 
in their boilers it became too ej 
of a drain to supply the homes. Pe 


PRESSURE REDUCED j 

He said that he was informed that 
many plants shut their boilers down 
in the afternoon. The pressure, he 
contined, was reduced to about 15 
pounds in one section, which is not 
enough to carty it'to the upper floors, 
of homes. The normal pressure, he 
declared is 100 pounds. 

The main where the break occur- | 
red is one of two large feeder lines | 
supplying West. Philadelphia, Tay- | 
lor said. The other line, a 40-incher 
running under 52d st., also was put 
into emergency ‘service, ¢ 


SPOUTS LIKE A GEYSER 


The water fromthe break spouted 
like a geyser from the pavement ad- 
he b line in front of the 

Emma Sinclair at 1516 
id Mrs. C. W. Adams, at 


ich gushed from the| 
rmous quantities raised 
k in front of the two 


e sidewalk and rushed over! 


! | retaining wall in front of! 


the lawns 


; of Mrs. Sinclair’s and Mrs. 


’ homes, and geo yway 

part of ‘their lawns. 
Tons of water also casa ed dow! 
an incline on 56th st. for two block; 
to Florence ave., where some section! 
were covered from curb to curb be! 
cause of backed-up sewers. No home 
were reported flooded in the areas | 


t eight inches, It over- | 


\in' the basement throughout the 


day and orderlies carried water| 
to the upper floors of the three- 
story building in buckets. The 
nurses’ home was without water 
entirely the superintendent said. 


BOILERS ENDANGERED 


The engineer at the hospital said | 
shat if the water pressure got any | 
ower the boilers in the hospital 
would have to be turned off. Large 
inductee Plants in the area, includ- 
ing the hug al Electric Co. 
{ Awood ave., 


um 1e-situation. : 


he area gsi Fe es ‘affect. 
ae of 82d st. and Eastwick ave., 
ere water was not to be had even) 
on fireplugs. Officers of Engine 
and Truck 26, ‘at 82d st. and Tini- 
H ave., said, however, that they 
‘Were prepared to fight small fires/ 
‘that might break out. 

Apparatus of both companies is 
seaupped with auxiliary “booster 
‘tanks containing hundred of gallons 
of water, as is that of Engine 68, at 
50th st. and rei oN aye. ¢ 
Also affected he water scar- 


rs 


city was the poli¢e s on at 65th st. 
and Wooland ave. 
Late in the afte oon eat. 50 


housewives, armed with buckets and 
pots, lined up in front. ofa fireplug at 
67th st. and Paschall ave..and filled 
their containers, assisted by police. 
Similar scenes took place throughout 
the affected section. i 


CARRY WATER TO FIRE 


Last night firemen from 50th st. 
| and Baltimore ave carried water in 
| a 100-gallon booster tank with a, 

| pumper to put out a fire in an auto-. 
‘mobile at Cobbs Creek Parkway and 
Hoffman ct 


Power Company. 
Seeks Rights on . 
Upper Delaware. 


Samuel Invites State 
to Join in Protest to 
Federal Commission 


‘By JAMES ©.BLELOCH’ .~ ; 


ae Of The Bulletin Staff 
“Philadelphia has made two new 
mieves toward pegging down its 
claim on the Wallpack Bend area of 
the Upper: Delaware as a future 
source of the city’s water. ' 
A formal protest from Mayor | 
Samxel to the Federal Power Cr. | 
mission: seeks to. block @ proposal | 
of the Electric Power Co, of New. 
Jersey, Inc., for electric power de«| 
velopment and the sale of ‘water 
to. communities. : 
It attacks the proposal as ionop- 
olistic, usurping rights established 
elsewhere, contrary.<o law, and one 
that’ would more than quadruple 
ie cost of water production. to the 
eity, 
In a letter to Governor James 
. Duff, the Mayor asked that At- 
torney General T. McKeen Chidsey 
mnsider the~advisahility .of filing’ 
‘State protest with ive IPC against 
the power company’s %-pplication. 
_ A copy.of the city’s’ protest, cite 
ing 12 reasons in support of its ac- 
tion, was sent to the Governor for 
study by. the Attorney General, 
Legal papers and accompanying let- 
ters, prepared by City . Solicitor 
Frank F, Truscott, were signed by 
ae Mayor late Friday, it was lear \- 
ed, ) 
Big Program at Stake 


At stake is a $284,588,000 dévelop- 
ment program recommended by the 
former’ Philadelphia Water Com- 
mission and. which is wholly depen= 
dent on the Wallpack 1d area, 

Further, the city reo, ly applied 
to the Water and PowerResources 
Board of the Pennsylvahia Departs 
ment of Forests and Waters for the 
right to pre-empt waters of the Up- . 
per Delaware in the Pocono Moun-. 
tains. : is ESRB Re ie 

The power company has made ap-* 
plication for a license for a water ~ 
power project on the Delaware Riv~- 
er in Sussex and Warren Counties, © 
N. J.3;. Pike, Monrge and Northamps | 
ton Counties, Pa., and Orange Couns 

yo Nie : 

The city protests for the follow- 

1g reasons: 

1, The proposed project will nullis | 

x. tae city’s plans to erect a water. 
Npounding dam. i a 

2. The applicant has assured that 
ay such license granted to-it would 
‘ve it the ownership of water for 
‘ater supply purposes, and has of- 
ared to sell it to Philadelphia at 
135 per 1,000,000 gallons, when in 
act the city can produce the same . 
(uantity of water for $32, 


City’s Right'Miirea tened eee ee 
3. The company has no authority: 


to apply to FPC for water supply’ 
rights for and: on behalf of Phila- 
del d any such aplication is. 
a Msurpetion of the’ city’s legal 
rights. It also usurps the right fo 


ithe U. S, Supreme Court totegulate 
‘the appropriation of water from 
the Délaware River drainage basin, 
and comparable rights of New Jer- 
sey, New York and Pensylvania 
to. appropriate water. ‘ 

‘4, The application is éontrary. to 
laws of all.the States involved, and 
;would operate to give a monopoly 
fon the water supply of the entire 
‘Delaware River Basin to a private 
‘corporations 
| 5. Congress has not authorized 
jgranting of a license to permit a 
iprivate corporation to appropriate 
water for water supply purposes. 
Irreparable Injury Feared 


| 6.It would be against public pol- 
icy to endanger the water supply of 
‘millions of persons by allowing a 
‘private company to acquire the 
‘ownership of waters in a power dam 
for the purpose of selling the same 
as a water supply, and it would con- 
stitute taking of property of the 
Iseveral States: 

7. The building of the dam and 
the allocation of its impounded 
waters will result in irreparable in- 
jury to the rights of the several 
States and of their citizens.and will 
operate to destroy the-interests of 
property owners in the entire val- 
lley of the Delaware River, for the 
ultimate profit of a small grou> of 
individuals, 

8. There is grave doubt of the fi-« 
inancial resources of the applicant 
\being sufficient to carry out the 
‘construction work, and the grant- 
ing of the license would constitute 
merely a bargaining point to inters 
fere with and delay the ptoper de- 
velopment of the said water supply 
sources by cities and States. ; 


Against Public Policy 


9. The granting of the. license 
would. operate to convert . publi¢ 
|property to. private use, contrary to 
public policy and to the absolutely 
necessary requirements of the pub- 
lic in an agequate water supply. 

10. Construction’. of the dam 
would seriously impede the naviga- 
bility of the Delaware River. 

11. Granting ef, the certiticaté 
woulc violate the vights guaranteed 
to the States and their citizens un- 
der the Constitucion, 
|. 12. The grant would be unwise, 
improper’ and unlawful for many 
other reasons which the city re 
quests the right to offer at any 

jhearing ‘on the application, 


and sewer © 
| water and 


‘ing the je 


INQUIRER 


By WILLIAM F. FEIST JUNE , 1946 
Legislation increasing water rents for both commercial and 


household users is being prepared by the City Solicitor’s office and 
will be introduced in City Council within a few weeks, Director of 


Public Works Thomas Buckley ; 


disclosed yesterday. 

Buckley refused to estimate the in- 
creased costs, but other sources said 
_rentals probably would rise 50 per- 
cent. i : 
CALLS BOOSTS IMPERATIVE 


It was indicated the boosts would 
be sufficient to raise about $5,000,000 
annually. Last year’s water rent re- 

ceipts totaled $7,681,419. _ 

| Buckley declared that increased 
| water rents were imperative if the 
city’s water improvement program 
was to continue. Without the addi- 


tional revenue, he said, the Vast pro- | 


gram would have to stop. 

_ He said that-only $250,000 re- 
‘mained of the original $18,000,000 
, voted by the electorate in 1940 to im- 
| prove the municipal water system. 
| Since then the program has been 
| greatly extended, with the result 
ia partially owing to high prices, 


Continued on Page 17, Column 3 


City Water Rents 
May Rise 50%, ~ 
By WILLIAM F. FEIST 


Continued From First Page 


the completed project probably will 
cost an additional $42,000,000. 

“We have about reached the end 
of available funds for the water im- 
provement program,” Buckley added. 
“We must find new money to con- 
‘tinue the project or it will have to 
stop.” 

Elbert J. Taylor, chief of the Water 

Bureau, said the original program 
was expanded to include taste and 
odor control through chemical pro- 
cesses, including ozonation. This 
phase of the work is not. only ex- 
pensive, but involves a great deal of 
experimentation. 

Much of the program, Taylor ex- 
plained, was halted during the war 
and the scarcity of materials in the 
postwar period added to the delay. 


NEW FILTER PLANTS 

He said the water program pro- 
vided for new filter plants with 
double filtration beds at all munici- 
pal pumping stations, but due to the 
war and scarcity of essential ma- 
terials, the bureau had tc be content 
with: rehabilitation of the existing 
filtration plants, Ultimately all will 
be replaced. ~ 

Installation of electrical and 
pumping equipment is about 75 per- 
cent completed, he added, but this 
portion of the program also 4 
stoppage without additional funds. 
| The plan to expand the original 
‘water improvement program was 
proposed by Mayor Samuel’s Water 
Commission as an alternative to 
looking elsewhere for another source 
of water. hee 

It was the commission’s opinion 
that good drinking water was pos- 
| sible from present sources if the 


| suggested improvements were made. 
treet: ere = | 


nt 


Water Bureau 


Will be Probed | 
Gurretin~ 78s dF 
‘15’ Will Hire Expert | 


9 Make Analysis : 


The Water Bureau came Under 
Committee of Fifteen scrutiny to- 
day. cae eae 
A decision to look into ail opera- 
tions of the city agency was an- 
j nounced by Colonel Robert K. Saw- 
jyer, the committee’s staff director. | 
| | He said an expert. will be hired 
soon to make an “operational analy: 
sis” of the Bureau, presumably to| 
give the committee material bear- | 
ing on the flat 20 per cent water 
rate increase proposed by the City 
Planning Commission. 

The committee conceded the need 
for increased revenue, but contend- 
ed that a flat hike would aggravate 
inequities in the rate structure. 

‘Sawyer told reporters that he 
|planned conferences in the next few 
days with Elbert J. Taylor, chief of 
the Water Bureau, and Charles H. 
Howland, chief of the Division of 
|Projects of the Planning Commis- 
sion, on the proposed rate change. 

He added that he personally felt 
--and the “15” agreed — that any 
rate rise would have to be based 
on complete overhaul of the existing 
structure, which has not been al- 
tered since 1916. ‘, 

Sawyer said that large water al 


ers are being subsidized by smal 
‘home owners who are paying for 


(| Sawyer’saia tnat there was “ime! 
minent danger” of Bureau expenses) 
exceeding revenue. In such a cased 
the city’s water plant no longer 
would be self-supporting. Water 
|Works bonds would: become part, of 
ithe city’s -general debt, which is’ 
close to the legal limit. Se, 
__ Sawyer said that water revenue 
this year is expected to reach about) 
,$7,300,000, and that expenses prob- 
ably would fall within_ $90 ‘000 of 
nis figure. Sat PS 


Ca led Urgent . 


~} © ; 
(© By WILLIAM F. FEIST 

A sharp increase in existing water 
rates is necessary to forestall a col= 
lapse 14 the city’s water improve- 
ment program, The Inquirer learned 
yesterday. f 

With less than $2,000,000 remain- 
ing Of an original $18,000,000 appro- 
priation to rehabilitate the munici- 
pality’s water system, city. officiais* 
have reluctantly concluded that the 
rates must be boosted if the: long- 
range water improvement program 
is te continue. sin 


DISAGREE WITH ‘15° 

They disagree with the Committee 
of Fifteen’s contention that a re- 
duction in the minimum amount of 
water. allowed consumers for a flat 
rate of $8 annually would furnish 
enough révenue to carry on the 
work. 
While this would help, these same, 
' officiais insist that construction costs 
‘have risen so sharply that a jump, 
of 25 to 50°percent in éxisting water; 
rents is essential to carry on the im-: 
‘provement ‘program, | oe ie | 
60 MILLION MINIMUM 

Both Director of ° Public’ Works 
Thomas Buckley and Elbert J. Tay-. 
lor, Chief of the Water Bureau, esti- | 
mate. that a minimum of $60,000,000, | 
including funds already allocated for 
the program, is needed’ to rehabili- 
tate the water system and give Phila- 
déelphia a palatable and odorless 

er from the present source, 
This expenditure would have to be 


made, they pointed out, regardless 
of whether the city ultimately goes 
‘to an upland source or uses the Dela- | 
| ware River exclusively for the mu- 
| nicipality’s water needs. 
' ‘Work already under way in con- 
nection with the program includes: 
Installation of electrical pumping 
equipment at Lardner’s Point. 
New filter units at Torresdale 
Pumping Station. 
Re-inforcement of large mains 
and extension and improvement of 
small mains, principally in connec- 
tion in areas where new housing de~ 
velopments are under way. ‘ 
Filtration improvements, includ- 
‘ing modern chlorinators, chemical 
feeding equipment and cleaning of 
sedimentation reservoirs at all filter | 
har 


plants. : 
'4 MILLION IT 28 a: 
| ‘Taylor said the replacement of 
| private water lines, largely in sec- 
‘tions which are now being built up, 
with modern cast iron mains will 
cost $4,000,000 alone. 

addition to these, he said there 
are about 100 miles of cast iron pipe 
installed prior to 1847 which are so 
badly corroded or plugged with de- 
posit that a minimum of $20,000,600 
will have to be spent to clean or re- 
line them with concrete. In some, 
cases, he said, the corrosion is so bad | 
they will have to be replaced. 


SERIOUS DRAWBACK 

He said that one serious drawback 
in past years was that revenue from, 
water rents went into the city’s gen- 
eral treasury, with the result the 

“money was spent for things other 
\than water improvements. — 

Taylor said that policy should be 
reversed, pointing out that all such 
reventie should -be ear-marked ex- 
clusively for the water improvement 
program, This is essential if the pro- 
gram is to be carried out without 
periodic increases in water rates. 

The alternative to a boost in the 
rates would be to:borrow funds to do 
the work, but inasmuch as the water 
system has been declared self-sup- 
porting by the courts it is possible 
that this additional  obligation— 
while not a lien against the city’s 
borrowing power—would result in a 
‘situation where income from water 
‘rents would not be. 
sdate the city’s 
ater-system. 


Council Leaders 


Move fo Increase 
Water Rents 20%. 


Bv2L.e0tIN W/t8/43 
Garman Calls Caucus 


On Proposal Despite 
Fear of Public Outcry 


By JOHN C. CALPIN 
Of The Bulletin Staff 

Despite fears that “the taxpayers 
won’t stand for it,” leaders of City 
‘Council moved today to increase 
‘water, rentals by 20 per cent or 
more. 
| The plan, which has beén dis- 
|cussed quietly for two months, came 
out into the open when Frederic D. 
Garman, president of Council, called) 
a caucus on water rates today in his| 
office. : | 

Invited were the members of | 
Council, Edward Hopkinson, Jr.,| 
chairman of the City Planning Com-) 
mission; Director of Public Works, 
Thomas Buckley; Elbert J. Taylor,’ 
head of the Water Bureau; William | 
F, Meade, chairman of the Republi- | 
can City Committee; Sheriff Austin} 
Meehan; City Solicitor Frank F.| 
Truscott and Assistant. City Solici-| 
tor Herman Schwartz. | 

Garman and others intimately ac- 
|quainted with the city’s finances! 
fear, it is said, that if Water Bureau | 
income fails to come up to estimates | 
ase year the city budget will be up- 
|set. 


‘Borrowing Capacity 


In addition, too little water in- 
come could result in curtailment of 
the city’s borrowing power. 

The water works, as long as it is 
iself-supporting, can borrow money 
outside ofthe city debt limit, now 
close to exhaustion. If the water 
works were to lose money, any bor- 
rowihg for improvements would 
{have to be done within the debt 
‘Limit, « ~ 
| The water works rehabilitation) 
program, undertaken with a view to! 
getting the taste and odor out of 
city water, has used up almost $18,- 
000,000 in loan funds. Thus failure 
of the water revenues to equal esti-| 
pmates would endanger any expan-| 
sion of the rehabilitation program. | 

The 20 per cent increase tenta-| 
tively proposed would be in flat) 
rentals, which are fixed by the num- 
ber-and kind of outlets in use, In 
the metered service, a reduction of 
the amount allowed for a certain 
charge would be made. At present, 
the typical householder on metered | 
service gets 60,000 gallons a year for | 
jabout $8... stu : 


| 
ae Pct. Considered 7p 5 
Twenty per cent is by no rheahs a 
firm figure for an increase, how- 
ever, There has even been discussion 
of a 50 per cent increase. - 
~ Whatever the decision of the cau- 
cus, the Council leadef’s fear that 
some of the members will fight any) 
proposed increase. One member has 
remarked that he would oppose any 
increase in an election year. | 
Others have expressed the. fear 
that the tated \ 
city tax theft scandal, would adopt 
the attitude of: “Clean house before | 
you raise taxes or meter-charges.”| 
Current sales of city water 
brought in $6,796,708 last year. This, 
with delinquency collections and 
Continued on Page 2, Column 7 \ 
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yers, in view of the! G2 


| yourselves.” : 


~ Water Rent ”~' 


Continued trom the First Page 
other income, made the bureau’s| 
total income $7,697, 619. Delinquen- 
cies were $719,851 for the pear | 
For 1930-46, inclusive, delinquencies | 
aggregated $2,417,417, ‘ 


$7,624,510 Income 


The income of the Bureau for this 
year, based on a three-year average, 
has been estimated for budget pur-| 
poses at $7,624,510. A 20 per eae | 
increase, it is thought, would bring | 
in an additional $1,500,000. - 

An increase in water rentals ap-. 
parently would also automatically 
increase sewer rentals, on which the 
city’s five-year, $42,000,000 sewage. 
construction pro; is based. -. 
|. The sewer rental ordinance, up- | 
theld by the State Supreme Court in! 
(1945, provided that 60 per cent of| 
\the water rents would be levied as a 
sewer rate during the first year. The | 
sewer rents then increase by ten 
per cent yearly until they equal the 
water rentals. | 

Council, therefore, in raising 
water rents, would either have to 
raise sewer charges in the same pro-. 
portion or enact a new sewer rental, 
ordinance to change the relation-| 
‘ship of the two charges. 7%) | 

rey | 


Gov. Duff Jeers 
At Phila. Water . 


P. BURGH, May 5 (AP). 
Gov. James H, Duff today asked 
the 500,000-member State Federa- 
tion of Labor to help ‘him in his 
[stream clearance and reforestation 
program. 

Speaking extemporaneously at the 
AFL’s annual state convention, Duff 
declared: “We have to show every 
citizen the value of such a program. 
With your help, I’ll guarantee you it 
will be carried forth as long ‘as I’m 
in Harrisburg. It won’t be a blue- 
(print, but something you can see.” 


‘CRITICIZES PHILA, WATER 


, Duff was bitterly critical of the 
water supply in many sections of the 
State, especially in Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia, where river water is 
used, Speaking of the Pittsburgh 
water supply, he remarked: “It is 
as bad as you could make it if you 
tried your worst.’ 

The Governor said. the stream 
‘clearance and reforestation program 
he advocates—which also includes 
development of recreational areas— 
is being opposed in some circles “be-~ 
cause it will cost them a little 
money,” That, he said, is one reason 
‘why he wants the help of the AFL 
and other organizations. — - 


PLEA FOR PLAYGROUNDS -* | 
Commenting on the need for more 


‘recretional areas, he said: “Instead 


of thinking of bigger and better re- 
form. schools, let us think of bigger 
‘and better recreational facilities to 
keep the kids out of those schools.” 

The Governor was praised by 
James McDevitt, State AFL presi- 
dent, who said: “Our relations with 
the Governor have been excellent. I 
recall how, at the last sessiog of the 
Legislature, he said he wou'd not 
sign any punitive labor legislaxion.’” 

Duff, who was cheered frequentis, 
‘replied that he believed the ART, is 
“one of the greatest stabilizing in- 
fluences fn the country,” tezay, He 
1 “T yeesize that ~/hen yous 
have great pwwer &. pusinesr ‘you 
/must have power te unions tz srotect 
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In Loan 


6-Year Plan Requires 

| Total of $323,000,000, 
Research Buregy, Noies 
Phi hae a will have to borrow 
at least $153,000,000 if it hopes to 
complete its scheduled six-year pro- 
gram of public improVements, the 


Bureau of Municipal Research re- 
ported yesterday. 


ded 


a 


\ 
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For City orks v 


In an analysis of the municipal - 


|loan situation, the bureau pointed 
out that projects expected to cost 
at least $323,000,000 have been 
planned for the period. Available 
funds, including those authorized in 


the recent primary election, total _ 


less than $170,000,000, 

This available total, the Bureau 
said, consists of $140,992,000 in loans 
already authorized, as well as an 
expected borrowing capacity of 
about $3,470,000 which City Coun- 
cil itself could use without the ap- 

{proval of the voters. In addition, 
there is still some borrowing capac- 
ity for the city itself, within the 
debt limit set by the City Charter. 

In last Tuesday’s voting, approval 
was given to the borrowing of $38,- 
775,000 in néw loans, and the voters 
also assented to another proposal 
which opened the way for this City 
Council borrowing power, 


The Bureau ‘of Municipal Re- 


‘|search estimated that about $81,- 


000,000 of the money the city must 
borrow will be expended on water 
and sewerage projects. This amount, 
since it is largely carried by pay- 
ments of water and sewer rents, is 
considered self-supporting, and 
would not be a charge against bor- 
rowing capacity. 

It was indicated, however, in the 
bureau’s report that increased wa- 
ter charges may be necessary to 


keep this fund in the self-support- ° 


ing class. Recently, several city 
agencies have urged increased wa- 
ter rents, pointing out that the 
city’s water system is barely man- 
aging to stay in operation as a self- 
sustaining unit at present rates. 
In_its analysis, too, the bureau 
emphasized that it was limiting its 
estimates to the presently calculated 
cost of the improvement program 
and warned that expenses might 
increase considerably. The bureau 
also pointed out that actual im- 
provement needs during the six- 


year period will considerably exceed _ 


the amount scheduled. 

“It is not at all surprising, there- 
fore, that the ‘projects recommend. 
ed and scheduled by the City Plan- 
ning Commission for the six-year 


period from 1948 to 1953 total $323- 


+000,000,” the report said. 
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Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 
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Water ‘Rent at BOOK | or Eee” we. 
The future both of Philadelphia’s wate 
supply and of its general improvement pro- 
gram are tied directly to the amount of water 
rent income, and both futures look rather dis- 
mal with income at its present level. 
Water debt is now outside the general 
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Decrepit Meter Sys 


Philadelphia’s decrepit water meter system, which*allows the 
consumer to own the meter that tells him what he ow: and even 
to tamper with i it, if he has larcenous talents—were denounced yes- 

_ terday by Elbert J. Taylor, mild- 


“BAD ‘NEWS FROM 
7 CITY HALL , PET, 
WATER RENT MAY 
GO UP 20 Z. THIS 
MEANS THAT ON MY 
MODEST SALARY ’‘1 
CAN ONLY AFFORD 
WATER FOR YOU 
ona THE ener 


“THAT WOULD 


Water Rent Rise) 
Asked by Samuel 


(INQUIRE ¢/) 16 [kB . | 
Acting on the recommendation of 
the City Planning Commission, May- 


improvement programs. 

The suggestion was immediately 
attacked by Frederick J. Bohrer, 
president of the Philadelphia Real 
Estate Board, as an added burden| 
on the home owner “under today’s 
inflationary cost of living.” 


SERIOUS THOUGHT URGED 
“Serious thought regarding in-| 


dent of City Council, “should be pre- 
ceded by a careful, analytical study 
by professional, competent persons 
who would report to Mayor Samuel 
or to City Council.” 

He said such a study should em- 
brace all phases of the subject, in- 
cluding a determination of the 
equity of present rates. 

The Plannipg Commission, in a 
letter to the Mayer, explained that 
the original $18,000,000 loan for 
watér system improvements nad been 
expended and that a deficiency of 
$373,000 would have to‘be met by the 


Ci 
“ 


noe 


ill run into expenditures 
approximating $35,000,000 over the 
next five or six years, including the | 
1948 deficiericy, it is recommended 
that there be made self-supporting | 
at this time, say, $20,000,000 addi- 
tional water debt.” 


CALLED SELF-SUPPORTING 


The water system has been de- 
clared self-sipporting by the courts 
and so that it may remain so, Hop- 
kinson pointed out, it will be neces-} 
sary to increase the sewer and water 
rents 20 percent to finance the in-; 
creased cast of the water debt, | 

Commenting on the proposed sewer 
rent increase, Hopkinson declared: 


posed southeast and southwest sew- 
age treatment plants. d 


RATES INSUFFICIENT 

“Sewer revenue at present rates 
will not be sufficient to make self- | 
supporting this additional debt and | 
pay operating expenses at the higher | 
| costs now preyailing.” 

Hopkinson proposed that the new 
debt be financed through the issu- 
ance from time to time of 46-year | 
serial bonds; that a separate budget 
system be set up for the water sys- 
tem as is done for sewers and that 
city-wide compulsory water meter-/ 

,ing be.adopted as rapidly as possible. 

The Mayor’s recommendation was 

referred to Council’s Finance Com- | 
mittee for action. 
. Samuel also asked Council to ap- 
propriate $75,000 to continue: opera- 
tion of child care centers under 
supervision of the Board of PS: 
tion, 


mannered chief of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works’ Bureau of 
Water. 

Most of the city’s 236,000 meters. 
are over 15 years old, and register far, 
below the actual consumption of 
water, Taylor said. They are repaired 
only when an owner decides he is 
overcharged, or a meter reader thinks | 
there is an undercharge. | 


TAYLOR GIVES SOLUTION 


Even then, it takes weeks to have | 
the offending machine repaired, be- | 


Taylor presented his own solution 


Taxes W. Frank Marshall, whose 


loffice h@ accused of laxness that 


had cost the city millions of dollars 
in lost water taxes since 1942. Until 
the meter reading division was trans- | 
ferred to the Bureau of Water two 
months ago, it had been under Mar- | 
shall’s supervision. | 
|. In his. own defense, Marshall, | 
whose resignation was demanded by) 


a problem for years before he — 
office in 1943. - 

City Controller Frank J» Pecks 
who joined Taylor in his complaint 
about water rents, had told thi ne Com- 
mittee of Fifteen that the lag in city 
collections went far beyond meter 
difficulties—that thousands of water 
consumers “jammed” the metets or 
detached them,'and that in many 
cases meter readers did not show 
up to read meters for months or even 
years. | 


4 
TAYLOR LISTS PROGRAM 
| Taylor outlined yesterday this 


charge $16 as an “installation fee” 
and retain ownership of the 
meters, instead of letting consum- 
ers buy them as private property. 
That change would cost. the city 
practically nothing. 

Charge $1 or $1.50 a year as a 


maintenance charge” to keep me-— 
ters in repair. Since repair work 

is now done by the bureau's meter 

repair shop, anyhow, this would 

represent considerable clear profit,’ 
| Require all water users to install » 
meters, Only 236,000 consumers of 

the city’s known 470,000 are now 
metered. 


‘15’ TO HEAR PROGRAM 


This program will be presented to 
the Committee of Fifteen next week, 
it was indicated. 


‘into ill repute where public utilities 


‘revenue, theoretically to he ex- 
pended for improved water. 

“Universal metering is a necessary | 
concomitant of any program for 
placing the collection of water rents 
on a sound basis,” Taylor asserted. 
|“While it would reduce waste and 
{theft of water by many persons, it} 
‘would actually saye money for many, 
| others.” 


| AVERAGE: BILL IS $12 


He pointed out that the average 
bill for the 234,000 unmetered users 
in Philadelphia was about $12 a 
year, but that waste or deliberate 
theft of water was so widespread 
under this loose setup that careful 
people help pay the exorbitant bills 
of those who regard the water as 
| practically free. 

Huge quantities of water are -.di- 
‘verted to watering yards and gar- 
dens in the summer, and many 
‘homes that formerly were occupied 
‘py one family now have been econ, 
verted ‘to five-or-six-family apart= 


debt limit, because the rents cover the oper- 
ating and debt costs, But right now the in- 
come isn’t much more than carrying the debt, 
so that if there is to be any more debt, there 
must be more income, — ; 
Either that, or the whole water debt will 
cease to be self-supporting and become a 
charge against the general borrowing ca- 
pacity, It is not impossible that even with- 


water rents, and the public officials who are 
discussing an increase doubtless know that 
their theme will not be popular. Yet the pub- © 
lic may relish even less the consequences of 
keeping the present rates, The alternatives 
are disagreeable, but are sternly decreed | oy 


“Water Rates Structure 


If City Council decides that water and 
sewer rents must be raised, it will be smart 


«ato make this the occasion not simply for 


a rate increase, but for a scientific rate re- 


vision: 


The easy way, of course, would be to 
jump all the rates by a given percentage. 
That method simply freezes into the new 


Council rarely seems able to see anything but 
a the income side of the picture. An increase of 
(gross income will increase net.income, which 
3 isthe only figure that really means anything; 


Q put net income can also be increased by a 


reduction of operating costs. 

Operating costs can be reduced, and net 
income increased, by a rate structure that 
gives. consumers an incentive to keep down 
the amount of water that has to be purified 
and pumped.: 

Metering of unmetered services is dne 
way to conserve; but there are conservation * 
possibilities even with the metered consum- 


out feeling 2ven a tingling of the pocketbook | 

_ nerve. 
A consumer of electric current who had 
to pay for twiée as much current as he need- 
ed would probably hcwl pretty a4 


Whether he howled or not, nobody cou'd | 
argue that such an arrangement gave any 
encouragement to keep consumption at a 


SA 


minimum. 


i 
creased water rents,” he wrote in a) the Committee of Fifteen on Thurs- ' the State Constitution, gS abhilbee Vig fen geee sy ae 
letter to Frederic D. Garman, presi- | day, said defective meters had been ae | —~ peen almost exhausted because its 


Rent Rise 


' 
City Council leaders brought out 
into the open yesterday a program 
to increase Water rents by at least 
20 percent in an effort to keep the 
system self-supporting and provide 
needed funds to carry out their long- ; 
range improvement plans. 
| The plan was discussed at a caucus 
in the City Hall offices of Frederic 
D. Garman, president of Council. 
| Other participants included Edward 
Hopkinson, Jr., chairman of the City 


. : “ = ther water borrowing, rising operat- Platining Commission; Director. of CRISIS LOOMS ON 
or Bernard, Samuel yesterday pro cause there is still a shortage of re | out further 0. Arg g, 3 Z Op . Public Works Thomas Buckley, and CHER eieadae or Ouchi THE HORIZON.1 AM 
|posed to City Council an immedi- | Placement parts. | ing costs would make the income insufficient | eibert J. Taylor, ¢ chief of the Water ING MV BURNING THIRST!” | FORCED INTO YOUR 
| Water and sewer tents in order to ff, |t0 the problem yesterday as a sequel tolgarry operating and gent costs... pend acsae 
‘nance the municipal water and sewer |t0 his controversy with Receiver of Philadelphians will not relish a rise in 


‘BATTLE EXPECTED 


, ‘Che proposed increases, quietly 
jdiscussed for about two months, | 
might be for more than 20 percent, | 
and leaders admitted there had been 
discussion of a 50 percent boost. Con- 
versely, there has been objection to 
any increase and it was believed 
some members of Council would 

fight a rise in rates. 


} receipts have not been up to expecta- 
tions. Sales of city water last year | 
brought in $6,796,708. With delin-| 
quency collections and‘other income, 
the total received by the bureau 
|reached $7,697,619. The income for 
; this year, based on a three-year) 
javerage, has been estimated for | 
budget purposes at $7,624,510. 


ESTIMATED AT $1,500,000 


“A 20 percent increase, it is fig- 
ured, would bring in an additional 
$1,500,000 in revenue. 

As long as it is self-supporting, the 


| ‘The original loan of $18,000,000 for 
improvements was approved by the 


| voters in 1940 and ft has about 
been expended r to finish | 
the program, it ti ed that the) 


water bureau will require an addi- 
‘ional $35,000,000. : 
Due to the tieup of sewer rentals, 
ith water rates, it is believed that? 
‘y Increase in the water rentals; 
uld necessarily mean a boost in. 
‘er rates unless Council would 
ct a new sewer rental ordinance 
shange the relationship of the 
charges. -f- 


i; 
pémioctats Score ayer 


| anything about 
'tions in the Wai 
are costing the 


| 


| “The salient ani: Aigitificent fact 
| about the recent disclosures of huge 
thefts, cheating and inefficiency in 
Philadelphia’s municipal govern- 
ment,” the statements continued, “is 

complete lack of indignation | 
shown by the Mayor and his puzzl- 
ing failure to provide any leader- 
ship to the people in bringing about 
a correction of the appalling condi- | 
tions.” 4 9 / | 
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~ BE SWEET OF 


“LSHALL Go OUT INTo | AN ECONOMIC 


ity s" 


we Ea : 

ee matter of eee manicienl house- 
keeping, Philadelphia’s water ‘system should 
be self-sustaining. 

If the available income is not sufficient to 


And if the only means of increasing it lies 
in a boost in the water rates, as proposed by 
City Council and indorsed by the Committee 
of Fifteen, then that means should be adopted. 

But the water rates should not be jumped 
unless it is proved conclusively that there is 
no other method at: hand for obtaining the 
extra amount of weter plant revenue that is 
needed. 

We do not hallve such proof has yet been 
offered at City Hall. 

We do not believe that every means of.col- 
lecting the money due the city from water 
rents at the rates now in foree has been ex- 


whole water rate structure is faulty, archaic 


orous revision of this structure. 

There has been ample evidence for years 
that the existing system of collecting water 
rents is sloppy and inefficient. Many water 
consumers are not paying their bills. It may 
be that an enormous number are never even 
billed, : 

One of the charges brought agdinst, Re- 
ceiver of Taxes W. Frank Marshall was that 


‘he failed to take action against persons who 


misused water meters, “thus defrauding the 
city out of large sums of money.” 

Perhaps the outstanding defect in the 
water system is the city’s failure to install 
meters at all outlets, Meterage is only about 
50 percent complete and there has been a log 
jam on | meter repair. 


apy 


# Collect All That 


"ave! THERE B 
1s MUCH BADZ| 


Jens . 
In the anheceee of eg ere is a constant 
wasteful drain upon the city’s water re .ource 


without. recompense. The first obvious step 


cent rise in water rates is not to be calmly 
accepted. - 

The move is reminiscent of Council’s at- 
tempt last fall to increase the city wage tax 
rates in order to balance this year’s budget. 
The Inquirer at that time called for a halt in 
the tax rise plan until a committee appointed. 


by the Mayor and Council could examine ways — 


and means of avoiding it. 

As a result the Committee of Fifteen was 
named and conducted an intensive survey 
that ended with the conclusion that the sug- 
gested wage tax boost was unnecessary.Coun- 
cil thereupon retained the old rates and the. 


“At present levels of cost approxi-' a hausted. —, taxpayers escaped a substantial increase in 
mately $30,000,000 additional (in Taylor conceded that the proposed ers. The reasonable needs of a large propor For Asking \ | It has been shown, for instance, that the their tax burden 
addition to the $42,000,000 already | Yearly Miservice charge” has “fallen tion of metered consumers are less than the Mayor Sa: éd in. ‘ : 


It may be that the same thing can happen 


authorized) will be required to ex- ; | a aetorstat itt 

pand and improve sewage collection = an ga dae og tel >A quantity of water they are charged for cratic ae jomm for | and badly administered. In supporting the in the water rent situation, provided the city 

east png. ic., pointe. oe ire ah Agee A bal edad whether they use it or not. So there is a proposing 4 ise in proposed eet Committee of Fifteen authorities cooperate in seeking to avert an 
ito upward of $500,000 a year in city spread in which they can be wasteful with- city, water ; ee has inserted the qualifying demand for a vig- increase at this time. ‘ 


A reorganization of the-system of water 
rent collection is unquestionably demanded, 
to obtain for the city all the money from this 
source that is owed it. Revision of the rate 
structure upon more equitable and business- 
like lines is needed, and, above all, meters 
should be universally installed. 

Before directing a water rate boost of 20 


percent, Council should have a study made S 


of these and other arene pea 2 bend 


ease 
method of anid it, i maximum water 
rent collection, has been employed. | 


“This deficiene ; thiee-SpRebPoerant which, -he sald, -water works on borpew wagner et | | é i in placing the water bureau on a businesslike 
made available anc Bye Baie chy Obie the red on * charges all the existing faults of the rate Ped E Siac otto Ais 2 a meet the ordinary operating expenses and ~ basis is universal meterage; yet this has been 
eee i Gis eee Sa, an iw ‘pete ueture. ‘for improvements would have to be | the charges on the loans floated for water persistently neglected. 

| ai es followin | meters, Meters mow cost about  ~ Jn considering water-works finances City [done soe the ore limit if the plant improvements, the only sensible course —__In view of the city’s loss of water income 
Ho} Klan, I. | $16, he said. The city should PALED WOLES Wel 40 Gree is to increase the income. due to the above factors, an arbitrary 20 per- - 


_ater 


/PR CH + 


Rent Incre. se’ 
Of 20 Pct. Is Urged by 


7-2 


ao soporte approving a program 


fe) ioereaee awhter rents by 


at least 20 percent in an effort to make the water system self-sus- 
‘taining was approved yesterday by the Committee of Fifteen. 

At the same time, the committee agreed to postpone action on 
‘compulsory retirement for the Bureaus of Police and Fire and on 
a report regarding the Police and Firemen’s Pension Funds until 


its next scheduled meeting. 
KING LONG RECESS } 
Me “was learned’ that the next reg- 
‘ular tperting will not take place until 
: ee - However, the com- 
ered Col. ‘Robert K. 


‘an Seeioaitn try session if it is 

deemed necessary. 

The action on the water rents pro- | 
‘posal was taken after the resolution | 
was presented by Arthur W. Binns, | 
{committés chairman. The matter is 
‘mow being considered by City Coun- 
cil, but it was also disclosed that the 
‘City Planning Commission had sug- 
gested at least a part of the proposal. 

_ Unanimous approval of the resolu- 
‘tion was voted. 


FULL REVISION URGED 

The approval was voted with a 
‘provision that the recommendations 
‘of the planning body regarding 
“proper revision” of the entire: water 
irate structure “be sincerely and nit : 
‘orously prosecuted to a conclusion.” 
' The resolution read: 
“While we recognize that the vast | 
|improvement in our water and sew- | 
age system requires the expenditure | 
of many millions of dollars and 
therefore makes it necessary to in- 
crease at this time the income from 
‘water, we, aS a committee, believe 
that-there is much room for improve- 
ment in the’general efficiency of the | 


ao aes 


a 
Water Department with opportuni- 

ties to better the collection of water 

rents. : 
f “Our committee ‘will therefore con- 

‘tinue its efforts to that end. 

- “In order that there be no delay 

‘or interruption of the capital im- 

i pre ovement program of the water sys- 

te we approve the proposed 20- | 
percent increase in water rents, pro- | 
vided the recommendations of the | 
City Planning Commission with ref- 

erence to.a proper revision of the en- | 
tire water rate structure be sincere- 


ly and vigorously prosecuted to a - 


conclusion. 

- “We have instructed our staff to 
cooperate with the proper officials 
in the Water Bureau and the staff | 
of the City ceed Commission to | 
this end.” 


INDUSTRIALISTS ORGANIZE 


As the action was taken, a group 
of industrial users of ..ter formed 
a committee to investigate the situ- 
ation in regard to its effect on them. 
They announced opposition to any 
‘increases until a thorough study 
shows the need for such a boost. 

. Lindsay H. Mason, vice president 
of the Philadelphia fextile Manu- | 
| facurers’ Association, was named | 
| chairman, and Cantry Davis, of the | 
peeunary Board of Trade, was chosen | 
| secretary. . 


| POLICE PENSION FUND 


| A short discussion preceded the 
‘agreement to postpone action on the 
‘Police and Firemen’s Funds ques- 
{tion. It concerned a report submitted 
to the committee by Colonel Sawyer. 

In reaching the postponement de~ 
cision, the committee agreed to sum- 
{mon Police Sgt. Frank E. Riggs and 
‘Patro an George A. Haddon to the 
‘next meeting. They devote full time 
‘to pension work. 


"RETIREMENT: ‘PROPOSAL 


es retirement — proposal delay 
! x a eee had re- 
idation for ard 


ALE! 


“king. Roane City 
I. Tiemann, report- 
een ‘able to collect 
-in unpaid taxes 
““nvestigators went 
‘ages and laxity | 
‘income tax and 
disclosed. | 


Ren ts 


SO - 4 = 
Measure Requires 


Meters for All 


Provisions requiring the even- 
tual metering of all Philadelphia 
properties that use city water 
were embodied in an ordinance 
introduced in City Council yes- 
terday to raise water rents by an 
‘estimated 10 to 25 percent. 

The plan to increase water rents, 
worked out by Nathan A. Jacobs, a 
water supply expert, had been 
recommended the day before by the 
Committee of Fifteen, which en- 
gaged Jacobs as a consultant. The 
new plan, as outlined in the ordi- 
nance, was referred to the Finance 
Committee for,a public hearing. 


WOULD REQUIRE METERS | 


Other provisions of the ordinance | 
| would require meters for all new! 
water connections made after the 
date of the bill and, in addition, 
would require the metering of all 
existing unmetered industrial or | 
commercial connections within 30) 
days. All other existing unmetered | 
connections—those in dwellings, | 
presumably—would have to he! 
metered under the-proposed ordi- | 
nance within six months of notifica- 
tion by the Department of Public 
Works. 

Regarding the metering of con- 
nections to properties in the “all 
other” classification, the ordinance 
would provide that if the work was 
not done within a reasonable time, 
‘the city would do it at the owner’s 
expense. It was.clear that the rate 
differential, as well as the other 
proposed changes in the system, 
would work toward the prompt 
elimination of all unmetered con- 
nections. 

RATES WOULD DOUBLE 


| - Another proposed ordinance re- 
| ferred, to the Finance Committee 
| would ‘increase the ¢ost—to the 
property owner—of all water and 
sewer pipes laid by the city. Because 
the current costs were ed years 
ago, the city is now losing money 
| every time it installs either kind of 
| pipe, it was said. ° 
Proposed new rates would be dou- 
ble the present charge of $2 per run- 
ning foot for water pipe laid outside 
the curb line and $2.75 per running 
foot for pipe laid inside the curb 
line. The charge of $4 per running 
foot for sewer pipe sbi et boosted 
to $8, 
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eady i in 30 fo 60 Day’ ys 


‘ 20 Percent 


Py) TOR EL. - VAR ET TC, DEL: 
ewer and ater Econo 1CS 

In the effort to make Philadelphia’ sf. 

or and sewer debt self-supporting, City 

‘ouncil, concentrating on a single item in 

he formula, the gross income, might decide 
1at a 20 per cent rise in income is neces- 
ry, and raise present water rents by 20 per 
nt, 

That would be a rough and ready ap- 
yach but hardly a fair one for consumers. 
ice the problem is to get enough from wa- 

rents to pay debt and operating costs of 

: waterworks and sewerage system, it is 
‘ious that the boost in rents can be smaller 

he operating costs are reduced. Hence no 
rease in rents without consideration of 

‘er operating costs is justified, 

Perhaps investigation would reveal that 
‘sonnel and administrative costs could be 

. However that may be, experts have 
an telling the city for many years that 
arating costs can be cut by reducing water 
iste. “Too much water is pumped, purified, 
d delivered to consumers only to run down 
ains and put unnecessary burdens on the 
wers. : 

Universal metering is one way to cut 
‘aste. Another is to establish a schedule of 

ieter charges that will discourage waste. 

When the possibilities of cutting operat: 
ng costs have been explored, it will be easier 

0 decide how much the gross income needs to 
oe increased, and how the rates should be re- 


vised fr~ .ach clasr ~* consumer. Council has 


wnt" wart ae 4 Grow te hava the naceg- 


nee ee etna tran lh ey 


Eranest Named * 


For, Water Study _. 


The Va y jan Jac- 
obs, member of a paaees firm 
of engineering consultants, to pre- 
pare a new water rate structure for 
Philadelphia was approved yester- 
day afternoon by the Committee of 
Fifteen, 


Following an executive session of 
‘the committee, Robert K. Sawyer, 
executive director of the agency, said 
Jacobs had been asked ,to prepare 
a set of rate schedules which would 
return, to the city about $9,000,000 
annually, a sum considered suffi- 
|cient. to maintain the present wa- 
ter system, liquidate its present debt, 
and continue it as a self-supporting 
| project. The present rates, which 
the new structure would supplant, 
are considered to be inequitable in 
many respects. 

Jacobs has acted as consultant, to 
the Water Bureau in several capaci- 
ties in the past. His fees for the new 
appointment will be met from the 
$50,000 appropriated to the Commit- 
tee of Fifteen by City Council to 
carry on its v work, Sg 4 | 


Over-All 
Rise Sought 


A. new wiles ia structure, 
providing for an over-all - in- 
crease to the City of ] iladelphia 
of 20 percent in water revenue, 
| will be “whipped into shape” in 
from 30 to 60 days and will be 
presented to City Council for 
enactment into an. ordinance. 
| That was announced yesterday by 
| Robert K. Sawyer, executive director 
of the Committee of Fifteen, which 
suggested the increase as a measure 
for putting the city-owned water 

| Works on as ~sustaining basis, and 
‘thus releasing credits to increase the 
\city’s borrowing capacity, 


,MINIMUM RENT $8 


Sawyer said that the over-all in- 
, crease of 20 percent in revenues from 
the use of water will not necessarily 
mean an increased fee to all water 
users, but, on the contrary, may 
mean to some domestic users a small= 
jer fee than is now paid. 

The present minimum water rent 
|is $8 a year, based on a presumed 
| use of 8000 cubic feet, or 60,000 gal- 
‘lons, by. the householder. 

| Some 215,000 users pay this mint- 
/mum fee without the use of water 
' meters to gauge the actual amount 
‘of water they. use. 


AVERAGE CONSUMPTION 


Sawyer said that the average do- 
mestic user of water consumes about 
4000 cubic feet, or 30,000 gallons, a 
year. He voiced 2 nope that iitse, 
under the proposed rate, increased 
by 20 percent, would be charged only 
for the water used. 

;. This, however, he pointed out, 
‘would require compulsory metering 
| throughout the city, and the instal- 
lation of 215,000 meters in homes, a 
project which would take at least 
| five years to complete.. One of the 
| delays in accomplishing such a pro- 
| gram, he pointed out, is a current 


| scarcity of the type of water meters 
required. 


WHO OWNS METERS? 


Another problem to be worked 

out, he said, is that of: Who owns 
ithe water meters? 

| At the present time the meters 
| that exist are owned by the owner 
‘of the dwelling or factory using the 
water they measure, 

“The problem is,” he said, “one of 
whether the city should take owner- 
ship of the meters—the present ones 

as well as the delense A 215,000 
which. will have to be. instal 
der compulsory meter’ 4 

He said that before an ordin 
is presented to City Council 
action, all the problems of water rat, 
increase would be taken under cor 
sideration by the Committee of Fit 
teen, the City Pl: . 
Charles A. Howland, chi : of 4 
commission’s division of projects, 
and Elbert J. Taylor, chief e the 
Water Bureau, rover t 


so 


> 


Wa ter Rent 
QUIR ER 9-30-44 


Rate Boost 


An inerease in water ae Ye 
ing from 10 to 25 percent was ° 
ommended yesterday by the © 
mittee of Fifteen on the basis . 
report by Nathan B. Jacobs, » 
sulting water engineer for both 
committee and the Departmer 
Public Works. Se 

Such an increase, it was 
mated, would add $1,400,000 tc 
city’s annual revenue and bring 
aggregate water receipts up to a 
of about $9,300,000 a year. 
figure was considered sufficien 
maintain the water system and ] 
it as a self-supporting project. 


SLIDING SCALE URGED 

The proposed increases will pr 
ably be introduced in City Cow 
today in the form of an ordinan 
but the proposal already faces c 
jections on the part ofthe Chamk 
o: Commerce.. A letter from Clemei 
V. Conole, general manager of tk 
chamber, to Councilman Clarenc 
K. Crossan, chairman of City Coun 
cil’s finance committee, pointe 
out that such an increase ‘“‘migl 
easily develop to the disadvantag 
of Philadelphia.” 

On behalf’ of the Chamber 


Continued’ ‘on Pagev4;-Column 6 


Commerce, Conole warned that a 
flat increase of 25 percent in the 
rates paid by commercial and in- 
dustrial users of water “would work 
adversely in our efforts to maintain 
existing industry and encourage new: 
plants to come to this city.” Instead 


of a flat increase, Conole said, the 
chamber was recommending a slid- 
ing scale for large water, wWocrs. 

Under the Jacobs plan, which will 
be threshed out at a public hearing 
to be held by Council’s finance com- 
mittee, the small metered houses and 
business establishments would have 
their water rates increased about 10 
percent. Large users of water would 
face an increase of 16 percent, while 
unmetered water users would have 
to pay 25 percent more. 

It was understood that advocate: 
of the plan hoped that unmetere: 
users of water would thereby b 
| forced to install meters, which tr 
city puts in and maintains at tk 
‘property .owner’s expense. 


| WOULD HALVE MINIMUM 
There are an estimated 250, 


junmetered users of water in Phi’ 
delphia. For metered homes a 
_ business establishments, the rate 

‘crease would be accomplished 

|cutting the minimum water allc 
| ance by 50 percent while at the sa 
| time maintaining the minimum : 
| At present, the average mete 
dwelling is allowed 8000 cubic ! 
of water for $8. Under the Ja 
plan, the same home » ould 

charged $8 for 4000 cubic fec', v 
the. cost of additional water rai 
from 40 to 45 cents per 1000 ci 
feet. 

Thus, a householder who u 
only 4000 cubic feet would pay 
increase whatever, whereas a pr 
erty owner who actually used 
8000-foot minium allowance wo 
pay $1.80 more. 


,ESTIMATED INCREASES LIST 


It was estimated that the incre 
in revenue would be obtained as, 
lows: about $184,000 from the si: 
meter renters, about $510,000 fr 
the big water users and about $7 
000 from water users who have 
meters, 

-The Chamber of Commerce leti 
recommended a Sliding scale for lar 
water users-“‘so as to avoid addir 
to anyveatsons for moving from tt 
.city, 2” for not, locating within it 

Tiimpits.” 

“We are convinced,” Conole in 
formed Crossan, “that this is by’ no 
means an ‘idle threat. Records def- 
ely prove that Philadelphia wil! 
maintain each of its ad: 
| create more— . 


Of 25% in W 


ater Rat S 


Pe 6". ih 


S: eee to ed a opine rise, of 25 wsitlas in Philadel- 
thie water rates will be introduced in City Council next Thursday, 
it was indicated yesterday by the Committee of Fifteen, at the the 


close of a hearing in City Hall 
where several organizations of- 
fered their views on PrpAcHe 
rates. 

Some change in the rate of increase 
may be effected if the Committee of 
Fifteen hears cvnflicting testimony ; 
at its next scheduled meeting 0D | 
Wednesday, but there was little) 
doubt yesterday that the committee | 
would fight for a general rise of some 
sort. ; 

The purpose of the increase, which 
was Supported yesterday by large in- 
dustrial organizations and the Phila- 


‘delphia Chamber. of Commerce, is 
to help liquidate the $30,000,000 in- 
debtedness of the City Water Bureau | 
‘ within the next. five years. At)! 
present, the city is-losingy money on' 
its water expenditures. 
Representatives of the Chamber 
$1 Commerce agreed ‘in the closing 
session of the committee’s hearings 
that the recommendation of Nathan 
Jacobs, the engineer who has acted 
as consultant to the committee, for 
& 25 percent increase, should be put 


into effect, with the proviso of a 
sliding scale for smaller consumers. 
Earlier, the Committee of ‘Com- 


mercial-Industrial Water Users, a 
newly created group representing 15 
textile manufacturers, laundries, 


‘Continued on Page 3, Column 8 


brewers, theaters, hotels, milk dis- 
tributors, tanners and such users of 
huge quantities of water, had put in 
their claim to lower. rates. They 
said the burden of water should be: 
partly shifted to smaller consumers, 
who cause-more — “— water 
bureau,: - 

. Referring® to Jacob's iin: report 
on “inequities” in charges, they pro- 
posed that all domestic consumers. 
| be charged a minimum of $10 a 
| year, as against the present $8. There 
‘are 500,000 domestic consumers. 

All water in excess of 4000 cubic 
feet should be cnarged at the rate 
of 50 cents a thousand cubic feet, 
it was proposed. 

In justification of its proposal, 
the organization pointed out that 
Jacobs had proposed a rise of rates 
for smaller consumers and an in- 
crease which “is neither equitable 
nor fair” for larger consumers. 

“The City of Philadelphia .must 
do something to encourage and not 
penalize businesses already in Phil- 
adelphia and to induce others to 
come,” said the committee, “There 
is no particular reason for many 
companies to remain in Philadelphia 


when a small percentage of goods 
| of services produced is delivered to 
' Philadelphia users, whereas a muck 
greater percentage is mee else- 
where.” ‘ 


Engineer Will Draw Up, 


sa Po ae ae ee 


ris. Knowles Co., pitiiburgh. a 
firm of engineers, has been named 
by: the Committee of Fifteen to 
draw up a proposed new water 
rate schedule here. ie 
Jacobs, who has been a consulting 
gineer for the Department of! 
blic Works, was ordered yester- 
yy to work out a schedule that 
‘ald bring in an annual. revenue 
ee Present return is be- 
ayen $7,000,000 and $7,500,000. 
fz ity Council’s finance committee 
“a hold a public hearing next 
rsday on.an ordinance to raise 
‘yer rates a flat 2 per cent. This 
wld be a stop-gap measure, 
pedir i5, Sta 


“Bas Boos 
In Water Rate © 
Sagan 0 be id 

_ But Criticises Bureau 


aie proposal to raise city water 
le ietes 20 per cent drew qualified ap- 
ia from the Committee of Fif- 
een and a move by several indus- 
tries that may lead to outright op- 

* position. 

'. The committee yesterday passed 

Yesolution approving the increase 

t indirectly criticising the Water 

3ureau. 

_ Representatives of firms that use 
large quantities of water. met to 
form what they called a Committee 

ES BOE’ Industrial Water Users, and 

f mamed Lindsay H. Mason, vice 

| president of the Philadelphia Tex- 

_tile Manufacturers Association, as 

chairman, 

Concern Expressed 

’ is group,” aid Mgsen, “Se very 

meerned about the pro- 

Is to increase water and sewer 

and is opposed to any in- 

es until and unless a thorough 
tigation shows conclusively 

\eed for such increases.” 

he action of the Committee of 

nm is not an official one but 

be brought to the attention of 
ty Council. 
she resolution read: 

we recognize that the vast 

ement in our water and sew- 

em requires the expenditure 

Millions of dollars, and 

makes it necessary to in- 

erease at this time the income from 

w » We as a committee believe 

tha ere is much room for im- 

pro ‘ement In the general efficiency 

water department. 

inue Efforts 

pointed out that there 

pportunities for the bet-. 

| of water rents. 

mittee will therefore 

efforts toward that’ 


“oper offi- 
er" the 


— 


tional revenue. This measure be-, 


comes effective the first of next 
year. 

Another ordinance, passed early 
this month, further revises the 
water rate ‘structure by reducing 
quantities of water permitted un- 
der minimum charges by 50 per 
cent. As the result of a program 
developed in 1946, the city is work- 
ing toward the improvement of the 
water works system at an esti- 
mated ‘Overall cost of $62,568,000. 

‘The Committee of Fifteen, in 
one of two reports submitttd to it 


gereh, heard “recommendations 
'for’ a general re, nm 2tion on. 
the Fire Marshal jth a 
tion of the Departnient -6f Public 
Safety. . 

Also presented to the Committee’ 
Was a series of recommendations 
calling for a rewriting of the exist- 
ing zoning law and several major 
changes in the ue Board-of Ad- 

justment. Se ae 


d 


by the Bureau of Municipal Re-| 


PEL ts A 
Realty Group | 


Spe ~ nT e 
Large Users” 


Fight Move — 


Over the opposition of one 
Councilman and a group. of or- 
ganizations and individuals, City 
Council’s Finance Committee 
yesterday approved an ordinance 
authorifing a 20 percent increase 
in existing water rates, effective 
Jan. 1. ‘ 5K 

Assistant City Solicitor Herman} 
N Schwartz told the committee he) 
doubted the 20 percent “across the} 
board” increase would ever become 
effective, because a new water rate| 
structure, now being prepared, in 
all probability would be adopted by 
Council before the end of the year. 


EXPLAINS NEW RATE 


He explained the new rate sched- 
| ule would, of course,-increase rates 
| Sufficiently to continue the water 
‘system as a self-supporting project, 
but would remove inequities in ex- 
isting rates, which have not been 
changed since 1916. at 

Answering opponents of the 
crease, who contended the 20 per- 
cent increase was not necessary if a 
new rate structure was to b 
adopted, Schwartz said the stop- 
\gap legislation was needed to insure 
continuance of the water improve- 
ment program and the water system 
as a self-supporting project. 


| INCREASE LIMITED 


The ordinance, as approved, ex- 
cluded the proposed inerease on 
sewer rents for the time being 
limits the 20 percent water - 
boost during the calendar year 
1949, if it should become ne 

City Council, at its regular gs 
later in the day, approved a resOlu= 
tion directing Director of Public 
Works Thomas Buckley to cooperate 
with the Committee of Fifteen in 
| preparation of a new rate structure 
and submit it to Council by Sept. 30. 

The Committee of Fifteen’s water 
expert, Nathan Jacobs, is now pre- 
paring a new rate schedule, with/in- 
structions to report back to the com- 
mittee by Sept, 1, 

LOAN ACTION REFERRED = 

At the same session, an ordinance, 
introduced at the request of Mayor 
Bernard Samuel, authorizing a $1,- 
000,000 loan to continue the water 
improvement program was referre 
to the Finance Committee for action. 

The. original $18,000,000 allocated 
for water improvements is nearly 
exhausted and the additional $1,000,- 
000 is needed to avoid a stoppage of 
the program, . Bi 

Opponents of the 20 percent in- 
crease asserted the Finance Com- 
mittee’s action in voting the j= 
gap legislation before enactment of 
the new rate structure was “putting 
(the cart before the horse.” 


'\MAXMAN OPPOSES PLAN. _ 
| Councilman George Maxman, who 
opposed the bill, criticized introduc= 
ition of the ordinance as “emergency” 
‘legislation, adding officials of the 
| Department of Public Works “should 
‘have had full knowledge of the 


| Situation before this.” 
~He said funds were needed « 
for laying new water pipe and sa: 
| he asked that the $2 per foot assessed 
against abutting property owners 
for laying water pipes be increased 


becicdiene i the city a7 of 


ns talling the mains. 


aia ta rg “BY 
If this were done, he insisted, 
there would be no need for emer- 
‘gency legislation. He disputed Coun- . 
cilman George D. Mansfield’s com- 
ment that any increase ir. the water 
Wagsere 


: er, : 

Taylor Asserts 

Agena ten PARE 
And Thefts by Home | 


Owners and Industry 
| Elbert J. Taylor. chiet of the Bu- | 


|reau of Water, yesterday fixed at. 
$200,000 the city’s annual loss from 
faulty water meters and cheating 
on the part of private and indus- 
trial property owners. 

Taylor made this statement as 
investigators forthe special (June) 
grand jury were running down 
leads that indicated numerous cases 
of chiseling on water rents. 

The bureau chief. said his men 
had uncovered enough information 
to turn it over to the special grand. 
jury. Evidence linking a Water 
Bureau inspector with a conspiracy 
to cheat the city out of payments 
due from a large manufacturing | 
plant is also being prepared for 
presentation to the grand jury. 

“In a recent re-inspection of 
meters in both homes and industrial 
plants,” said Taylor, “we have 
found that some meters apparehtly 
have been tampered with.” 


Hundreds are Broken 


Asked how many, he said he was 
sure of “six or so,” but that there 
were hundreds of broken meters 
where it was impossible to tell im- : 
mediately whether they were 
broken accidentally or not. 

He pointed out that the city has 
only 21 district meter readers and 
about 75 inspectors who have to) 
devote their attention to such mat- | 
ters as fire hydrants, and other | 
equipment. Only ten of these men 
devote their time to inspection of | 
homes and factories, he said, 

The. principal trouble has been 
ee of inspection he said. 

e€ city. has no syste = 
riodic check. ee e 4 e 

In addition, the chief admitte~ 
that “there has been a laxness ¢ 


| the supervision of meters, but near- 
ly all of it has been caused by our 
inability to get new parts.” ; 
Laxity in Inspection ek 
It appeared that the Philadel- 
phia aproach to inspecting meters 
has been largely one of going 
around when called in to repair 
one, or making a call if there was 
evidence the meter was out of or- 
| der and not recording properly. 
| Now Taylor is having a survey 
made to see how frequently inspec- 
tions should be made. When the 
survey is completed he will ask 
| Council to make provision for more 
|.adequate policing, he said, 
| Some effort already has been 
| made to prevent cheating. In some 
Naistesibes unbreakable glass has 
been put in the face of the instru-' 
ments. In others a lead base has 
| been installed so that tampering 
, will show up in the soft metal. 


_ 2 19CKP 
. ‘By WILLIAM F. FEIST 

Legisiation authorizing increases’ 
in both water and sewer rentals 
based on new rate structures new) 
being considered by city officials in 
‘collaboration with the Committee | 
of Fifteen will be-introduced in City | 
Council within'a few weeks. 

The amended water and sewer- 
rate structures not only will correct 
inequities in existing rentals, but 
providé the additional revenue re- 
quired to maintain the sewer and 
water systems as_ self-supporting 
projects. 


COURT ACTION TO BE SOUGHT 


Meanwhile, Council has approved | 
a temporary 20 percent “across the; 
board” water-rent ‘increase, effec- | 
‘tive next Jan. 1, The stop-gap leg- 
islation was enacted to enable the 
‘city to borrow funds during the bal- 
ance of this year to forestall a stop- | 
page of the current water improve- | 
ment program an insure the self- 
sufficiency of the water system. 

It is considered unlikely the 
“across the board” increase will ever | 
become effective, because enactment | 
of the new sewer and water-rate 
structures 1s believed certain before | 
the end of the current year. | 

Following enactment of perma-| 
‘nent water and sewer-rate legisla-, 
|tion, the City Solicitor’s office will | 

{ask the courts to recertify both sys- | 
tems as self-supporting projects. | 

It will be pointed out that revenue 
'from increased rates will be suffi- 
;cient to maintain and liquidate the. 
‘indebtedness of both the water and 
Sewer systems, 


JACOBS SUBMIT REPORT 


_ Nathan B. Jacobs, water consult- 
‘ing engineer to both Director of 
‘Public Works Thomas Buckley and 
the Committee of Fifteen, already 
|has submitted a preliminary report 
|on @ proposed new.water-rate struc- 
ture. He is expected to present final 
;recommendations on water rents at 
fe Committee of Fifteen meeting Fri- 
| Gay. 

The preliminary report contained 
| two proposals, one setting forth rates 
based on water revenue of approxi- 
mately $9,000,000 annually, and a 
second geared to income of about 
$10,000,000. : 

| Under the first proposal, water 
{consumers in unmetered properties 
| would pay a straight 20 percent in-| 
ferease in water rents. It would af-'| 
; fect about 232,000 consumers, whose | 
water rents would jump from $12.15 | 
to $14.60 annually. 


f LARGE USERS AFFECTED 


| The metered group under the! 
/same Proposal would receive only | 
half of the water allowed under the | 
| $8 minimum. But due to the fact 
|that very few of these consumers, 
‘Particularly householders, use more | 
than 50 percent of the present min- | 
imum amount’ of water, actually | 
there would be no increase in their 
Yates. . ‘ 
__ The charge for water in excess of 
the minimum amount would, how- 
ever, be increased from 40 cents to 
50 cents per each 1000 cubic feet of 
‘water. Jacobs estimated this would 
mean about 25 percent increase in 
Water rates of large users, 
| The second proposal, insuring in- 
come of $10,000,000 annually, would 
jump rates for unmetered properties 
25 percent, with proportionate 
o0sts for metered consumers, | 


se 


Revised Water 


re ark 
Real Estate Men Want 


i 7 \ 
System Urged * 
| Economies in Bureau 

| ~ as 

A city water System operated 
| with the same efficiency as other 
public utilities is urged by the Phila- 
delphia Real Estate-Board in a dis- 
/eussion of proposed new water 
rates. 

The real estate group, one of sev~ 
| eval organizations to appear before 
| the Committee of Fifteen during a 

publie hearing on the proposal, also 
| called yesterday for economies in 
| the operation of the city bureau. 


| _ At the hearing in City Hall, John 
|J. Stapleton, chairman of the 
j bodegs committee on legislation 
‘and civic affairs, told the Committee 
| of Fifteen that his group approved 
| the basic theory of reducing the 
/ quantity of water covered by the 

minimum rates and uniform cost 
. for excess water usage for all types 
/ of consumers, 


$10 Minimum Proposed 


“At the same time,” he added, 
| “we wish to point out that the adop- 
tion of any plan which calls for reg- 
! ular meter reading and the installa- 
tion of. more meters requires con+ 
‘siderable improvement in the pres- 
ent methods in force. It is obvious 
| that the service of meter reading, 
‘repair, billing and collection must 
‘be as efficient as is now practiced 
i by the other public utilities.” 
| . The Chamber of Commerce, in ad- 
| dition to urging complete metering, 
| Suggested that some arrangement 
|might be worked out to have the 
water devices read by inspectors for 


| chamber also recommended that a 
| revision be made in the rates for un« 
‘metered users. 


In their testimony, the Commit- 


Philadelphia Water Department 


one of the other utilities The . 


| Proposed Boost te 
| Aired Thursday _ 


~<8 J G = Af. ao 

The proposal to raise the present 
water rates 20 per cent across the 
board until a new rate schedule is 
worked out, will be given a public 
airing Thursday. 3 

City Council’s Finance Committee 
has invited Householders and_busi- 
riessmen to attend the meééting, at 
0 A. M, in Council’s chambers, to 
fearn the reason for the mise. 
“The increase has two Bitlis; to 
keep the water system self support- 
ing and to permit contipuance of 
its rehabilitation by the floating 
of more bonds. The request for the 
rate rise was forwarded to Council 
by the Mayor, on advice of the City 
Planning Commission. 


| System Self Supporting - 
| At present, the water system is 
| self supporting and therefore, un- 
like most other city activities, is not 
a charge against the debt limit fixed 
by statute, for improvements. But 
under the present trend the day is 
approaching when the _ water 
system will cost more than it takes 
| in. Then, the debt limit will be pass- 
ed and no. further improvements 
will be possible. . 
| Tf granted, the rise will enable 
the City Solicitor’s office to go be~ 
| fore the Common Pleas Court to 
| prove the system is self supporting 
|and that the water debt should 
continue to be “excluded” from the 
general debt. With court consent, 
_the additional loans, at present 
jestimated at $20,000,000, can be 
floated next year and in 1950. 
Officials admit thaat some in- 
equities would result from the 20, 
per cent rise. These could be cor-) 
rected in the permanent rate struc- 
|ture now in preparation. Nathan 
| Jacobs, a consulting engineer, has 
been retained tentatively by the 
Committee of Fifteen to start the 
work. Other engineers will be add- 
ed to the study. 


Sewer Increase Likely 
If the water rise is granted, then 
a proportionate rise will come 
about in the sewer rents, too, since 
they are geared, on a rising scale, 
to water use. ' 
Today, the margin between in- 
come and outgo in the water 
system is about $100,000, which in 
a market of rising costs could be 
wiped out in a matter of weeks. 
On the basis of receipts for 1947 
(1948 receipts so far indicate the 
base will be about the same) the 
20 per cent rise will net the city an 
additional $1,370,000, bringing the 
average yearly income to $9,000,- 
000, This, proponents of the in- , 
crease say, would not only keep the 
system financially sound, but allow 
for the floating of the additional 
$20,000,000, with the resultin: 
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Tes Term Urged 


On Water Boost 
INQUIRER Sof G-HF | 
City Council’s proposal to increase | 

water rentals by 20 percent will prove 

acceptable to commercial and indus- | 
trial firms here only on a temporary | 
basis, a spokesman for the Philadel- | 
phia Chamber of Commerce declared | 
yesterday. TES 
J. Harry LaBrum, chairman of 
the Chamber’s water-pollution com- 
mittee, said in a prepared statement 
that if a “temporary clause” is in- 
serted in the water rental ordinance 
now pending before Council, busi- 
ness generally would give its ap- 
proval. : 


SMALL CONSUMERS BENEFIT 

While he did not say so, LaBrum’s 
statement appeared to be prompted, 

by disclosures made last week that 

;the proposed ordinance, as now 
/ drawn, would impose the heaviest 
burden. of increase on the larger 
firms in the city, while many smaller 
consumers would escape any boost 
in rentals. ~ 

The Chamber’s position toward an! 
\inerease was reported yesterday to 
have been accepted by City Hall of- 
‘ficials, and approval of the néw 
water rates by City. Council—on a 
purely temporary basis—appeared 
‘certain, . 

As for changing the base for com- 
puting water rentals, a move which 
also is proposed in the pending bill, 
the Chamber feels ‘that this should 
be deferred temporarily, LaBrum 
said. He will present the Chamber’s 
views at a public hearing in City 
Hall on Thursday, Aug. 19, prepara- 
tory to’ presenting the ordinance to 
| the full City Council for action Aug. 
+26. , 


| YEAR’S TRIAL URGED 


| “Without some relief of the 
‘present situation,” LaBrum said, 
“the financial. condition of the 
Water Bureau might be seriously 
jeopardized.” — He will suggest, he 
said, that the rent increase become 
effective Jan. 1, 1949, and that the 
ordinance authorizing it shall ex- 
| pire Dec. 31, 1949. ind 
' Meanwhile, in the one-year period, 
Director of Public Works Thomas 
Buckley would submit to City Coun- 
cil a draft of a “new and fairer 
vordinance.” This ordinance prob- 
ably would provide for a sliding scale 
of increases instead of an across- 
|the-board increase, as ay in, 
the pending ordinance. _ 


| New Tune: ( oing to Take 
|The Kill Out of Schuylkill 


By Ollie Crawford | 


| 
< VERBROOK and some sections of West and Southwest Phila- 
.delphia are to get a new and pure water supply by Christmas. 
This is putting Santa on the water wagon. eee 
_ Residents will be hanging up their hose, instead of their stock- 
ings. i de sate 
The new water is hailed as odorless and tasteless. How do you 
know the stuff is there? It’s going to be hard to explain to the 
children. When Junior cries for a drink at night, he wants to hear 
it rattle. Grandpa wants something he can sink his teeth into. 


This means the end of the “Schuylkill Cocktail.” That was the 
drink they sold only one of to a Zombie. ; : , 
: Schuylkill is an old Dutch word, meaning “Creek with a Reek.” 
_it’s the world’s only dusty river. Indians who lived there were led 
by. “Chief Running Away From Water.” It was a branch of the 
Blackfoot tribe. But some people liked it. Pure sediment. 
Wee old water was good to the last drop. But that last drop. 


¥ a iS) aes * e 
: 


__ Overbrook used to be the only place where people drank water 
with a whisky sn pir the faucets turned up their noses and 
when people watered the lawn; the grass put up umbrellas. 

It was kind of a liquor smog. 

_ When you asked for a drink of water, they said: “How many 
lumps, please?” One circus visitor asked: “How does this water 
come? Through an elephant’s trunk?” ce tes 

‘Schuylkill’s water once stumped the experts on “20 questions.” 
They pupa even guess whether it was animal, vegetable or. | 

‘ mineral. ; 2. : 


Che Rip] Af ain = 4 
Two Aided the city decided that at 


least for the present it would not go to the © 
mountains for its water, but would see what 
could be accomplished by additional treat-— 
ment of water from the existing Delaware 
and Schuylkill sourees. Ee y 


This water, as delivered to consumers, 
was known to be safe, but it often carried ob- 
jectionable tastes and odors. — ae 

Now a million-dollar ‘ozone’ plant, be- 
lieved to be the largest in the world,-is on the — 
point of going into operation on the water 
filtered at the Belmont station. If predic- 
tions of the engineers are borne out, the 
Overbrook section will soon have water easy 
to take under all conditions at all times of 
the year. 

Later, other sections will benefit from 
the new process, which had been tested for 
two year's on a small scale before it was au- 
thorized on a large scale, Sa 

There will doubtless continue to be peo- 
ple who will object to water that has had to 
be doctored for safety, taste and odors. They 
would prefer water that has never been im- 
pure. 

But there is probably no water anywhere 
that has not at some time gone through the 
purifying processes of nature and the engi- 
neers. The two processes are of course es- 
sentially the same, except that the engineer: 
can usually do the job faster. 

The city may have to go to distant sources 
some day for more water. There is ground 
for hope that problems of quality can be 
solved in less expensive ways. — aif 


Of OF City Water.” y 
System Urged ; 


Bing bin Uda #9 
ie Report to 15’ Suggests 
Lease or Turning It 


_., Over to-an Authority 


~ ‘The city should give up operat- | 
ing Philadelphia’ s water system, an 
exhaustive engineering report to 
a Committee gf Fifteen said to- 


eh should turn the system over to 
‘a private, enterprise under lease, 


an arrangement: like that under | 
which the city-owned gas works is | 


now operated by the Philadelphia 
Gas Works Co., the report contin- 
ued. ° 
Or, failing that, ‘the “water sys- 
tem should be placed under the au- 
thority type of management, an ex- 
- ample of which is the Delaware 
River Bridge’s administration by 


the Delaware River Joint Commis- 

sion. 

The report listed a long series 
of suggested water system improve- 
ments, concluding: 

’ “Many of the recommendations 
could also be carried out under the 
present (city) operation, but ex- 

‘ perience indicates that this is not. 
likely.” 

The report is the findings of a, 


Continued on Page 18, Col. 2 
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‘survey tade for the “Fifteen” by. 


Charlies Haydock, a consultant en~ 


gineer. He started work on it last 
|August. His report was presented 
to the committee today in the pres- 
ence of Elbert J. Taylor, Water Bu- 
reau chief, and other city officials. 

Haydock said the most practical 
of the two alternatives to city 
operation “would be to lease the 
water works, so as to combine the 
advantages of privat operation 
and public operation, as has been 
so successful with the sd gas 
| works.” 
Turnpike Cited 

Conveyence of the water system 
|to an authority, he said, could be 
'done under the Pennsylvania Mu- 
,nicipality Act. In addition to oper- 
‘ation of the bridge by an authority 
he cited the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
;|Commission and the Port of New 
| York Authority ‘as other successful 
| administrations of this type. 
| Either method, Haydock noted, 
would “completely separate the 
proprietary water works function 
from the city governmental fumc- 
tions and materially change the 
| form of administration of the water 
works system.” | 
| Under the lease or authority op- 
eration, all functions, from pump- 
ing and purification to the collec- 
tion of bills, could be centralized in 
one agency. ‘At present the Water 
Bureau itself has no control of col- 
lections and only recently was 
granted supervision over the meter 
inspectors. ~ 

Haydock delved into the histo- 
rical background of the city to 


Dubious Water Proposal ¥y 


Philadelphians will want to look long ff 
shard at any proposal to turn the city water- 


“authority.” 


vantages. 
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works over to private operation or a public 


. 


The suggestion is based on the view that 
certain unsatisfactory aspects of city oper- 
ation cannot otherwise be cured. That may 
be a groundless assumption. Nor should it 
be overlooked that the alternatives pro- 
posed would have their own special disad- 


_This recommendation is akin to many 
others that have recently been heard. There 
has been a rash of proposals that problems 
of city government be solved by taking them 


‘off the desks of the city officials who are 

elected afd appointed to deal with them. 
More emphasis might well be placed on 

toning up the city management and admin- 


istration. 


A lot of current thinking leads 


toward public officials paid for doing noth- 
ing and public business several steps fur- 
ther removed from public control. 

For operation of the water system by a 
private. corporation, the city, or more accu- 
rately, the water consumers, would have to 
pay a substantial management fee in addi- 
tion to all salaries and other expenses. Per- 


ely pay. 


“haps one remedy. for present ills would be 
the City to pay salaries more nearly com- 
‘able with what a private ag 


e Control of ¢ Ci 


#9 F nal was one of the first in 
the country to have a complete 
system of water supply. .He cited, 
too, .the numerous commissions 
which. have been formed to inves- 
tigate possible new water sources. 


Four Failings Cited 


-In general, he found four prin- 
cipal failings in the present opera- 
tion. 

1. Insufficient maintenance made 
acute by wartime shortages of Ia- 
bor and materials. This condition, 
he reported, was noted as early as 
1920, and has been accentuated 
since then by providing insufficient 
funds and in using the water works 
as a revenue producer for the rest 
of the municipal government dur- 
ing depression years. 

2. Intermingling of water reve- 

nues with those of other city agen- 
cies. This, Haydock found, made it 
difficult: to operate the water sys- 
tem on “@ business basis by reason 
Of divided’responsibilities and lack 
of a proper accounting system.” 
. 8., Inadequate personnel, some 
unqualified and others physically 
unable to properly perform their 
duties. In'this connection, Haydock 
noted that 30 per cent of the 1,031 
employes are 60 years of age and. 
over, and called for a revision of 
the bureau’s employment policy. 

4. The large number of un- 
metered homes and other con- 
sumers and the inadequate meter 
program. Fully. one-half of the 
475,000 users, he said, are without 
the devices, which he described as 
the cash registers of the system. 


Recommendations Made 


To offset these conditions, the 
report urged expenditures of suf- 
i ficient funds to maintain and -op- 
| erate the system; separation of the 
j bureau from the rest: of the city 
‘government; complete control of 
all meters and their installation 
and control, and an employment 
policy to bring about a “balanced 
age group.” 

It was to carry through on these 
; recommendations that Haydock 
urged the leasing or authority man- 
agement of the system. Through- 
out his report he reminded the 
Committee of Fifteen that the 
Water Bureau is a “big business” 
with $7,500,000 revenues annually. 

Upon recommendation of the 
Committee of Fifteen, City Council 
authorized a 20 per cent ingrease 
in water rents to bring int an esti+ 
mated $5,000,000 annually in addi- 
tional revenue. This measure be- 
comes effective the first of next 
year. 
| Another Ordinance, ‘passed early 
{this month, further revises the 
‘water rate structure by reducing 
quantities of water permitted un- 

x minimum charges by 50 per 
. As the result of a program 
‘loped in 1946, the ¢ity is work- 
ard the improvement of the 
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ty “Water System. U 


water works system at an esti- 
mated overall cost’ of $62,568,000, — 
Another Report Heard 

The Committee of Fifteen, in 
one of two reports submitttd to it 


by the Bureau of Municipal Re- 
search, heard recommeéndations 


for a general reorganization of }. 
the Fire Marshal’s office, a sec- |. 


tion of the Department of Public 
Safety. The Special Grand: Jury 
has reported that it found indica- 
tions of graft in its probe of this 
office but gave no specific informa- 
tion. 

This report’ was based on a sur- 
vey made by Worden and Ris- 
berg, management consultants, and 
pointed out that the city at present 
has no actual fire code to guide its 
officers. The result has been, it 
stated, constant. confusion between 
the Fire Marshal's office and the 
building inspectors. 

Forty firemen now assigned to 
the office, it suggested, should be 
returned to active duty with fire 
companies and replaced by a lesser 
number of civilians. All personnel, 
in addition, should be required to 
have a fire prevention engineering 
background 


Plan Would Divide Duties 
It recommended that the licens- 


ing and inspeetion of domestic oil | 


burners be transferred to the De- 
partment of, Public Health, as well 
as routine inspections of buildings 
for fire hazards. Each fire com- 
pany would then make inspections 
in their own area, as well as in- 
vestigate complaints of possible fire 
hazards. 


Of City Ws Water Supp 


The United States Puiilic. 
Health Service, it was learned 
today, has withheld its formal 
‘approval of Philadelphia’s water 
supply since the beginning of 
October, 

City officia " ~ however, has- 
tened to exp that it isn’t as 
bad as it might seem. 

The Government, said Elbert 
J. Taylor, chief of the Water 
Bureau, has held off until Phila- 
delphia supplies ’ them with a list 
of the planned improvements to 
the system and details of the 
financing. They are concerned, 
he said, about the pumping and | 
filtering capacity and not with 
the quality of the water itself. 

“The water is well above their 
standards,” Taylor continued, 
“and we have their verbal ap- 
proval until we furnish.them with 
the details they have asked.” 


be “filled in with the next highway | 
repaving.” 

The. 400-foot stretch of subway 
beneath Arch st. was constructed 
30 years ago. It was abandoned 
when the city dropped plans for a 
proposed central-city delivery loop. 


As the result of these changes, 
the report declared, the Fire Mar-}: 


shal’s office would confine itself*to 
uncovering evidence of fires of sus- 
picious origin, ‘while the police 
force would be called on to track 
down the person guilty. This, it 
was pointed out, would give the 
office more time ei fire preven- 
tion work. 

Also presented to the Committee 
was a series of recommendations 
calling for a rewriting of the exist- 
ing zoning law and several major 
changes in the Zoning Board of Ad- 
justment. These suggestions, too, 
came in a report drafted for the 
“Fifteen” by Worden and Risberg. 

It asked that a five-man board be 
set up to direct the rewriting of 
the zoning laws and maps to Cor- 
rect what it termed “widespread 
deficiencies.” It would be made 
up of a member each from the 
City Planning Commission, Zoning 
Board of Adjustment and the Zon- 
ing Division, and two members 
taken from the “general public.” | 


Would Change Zoning Board 


Existing regulations, the report 
stated, are™not part of an overall 
plan for the development of the 
city and permit, “spotty” commer- 
cial and industrial sites. They also 
make no requirements for suffi- 
cient off-street parking or for off- 


street loading and unloading zones. | 


The Zoning Board of Adjust ent, 
it suggested, should be ide up 
principally of private citizens. At 
present four of the five members 
are city officials. 

The weekly hearing of the gxoup 
pee be held in a cou 

royide greater space, and the 

, themselves should be more 
advertised, it said. A rec 
‘tion was also made that the group 
be given a $9,000 grant by City 
Council for inspection of properties 
involved in their actions. 
| Laurence Costello, director of 
the Department of City Transit, ap- 
peared before the Committee at its 
proceedings .today to dispute rec- 
‘ommendations that his department 
‘should be merged with Public 
Works. His unit, he painted out, is 
in-the midst of a ,000,000 pro- 
gram which would be-entirely “for- 
eign” to any other department. 
- He also told the Committee that 
the only possible use of the unused 
Locust Street Subway would he to 
equip it for its original purpose. 
sae Arch st. tube, he said, should 


Buckley Asserts. 
Taste of Mater 


Says W's Noticeable, 
Will Be Nearly Perfect 
In Four More Years 


How does your city water taste? 
Any better lately? — _ 

Thomas Buckley, city director of 
public works, said yesterday that 
the improvement. is noticeable in 
most neighborhoods. 

In another four years, he: said, 
the water should be well-nigh per- 
fect. 

' The ‘Chamber of.Commerce, eye- 
ing the proposed increase in water 
rents of 17 to 25 per cent, said in ef- | 
fect that It had better be. . 2 

“If Philadelphia industry and 
Philadelphia residents must pay 
more for their water,” Clement V. 
Conole, general: manager of the | 
Chamber, said, “they are entitled to 
better quality.” 

The Chamber’s position is; bal 
said, that the city should be given 
a chance to show that its water- 
works improvement program will 
eliminate disagreeable’ tastes and 
odors. . 

Alternate Intake 

If that fails, says the Chamber, 

then the city should go somewhere 


“beside the lower Schuylkill and 


Delaware Rivers for its supply. "Whe 

Chamber’s choice would be an in-' 

take on the Delaware near Trenton. 
To this, Buckley replied that bet- 


. ter water is the object of higher 


water rates. The new rates, if 
adopted by. Council (whose public 
utility committee now has the or- 
dinance), would, enable the city to 
borrow $30,000, 000 more for water 
works, he said. 

An $18,000, 000 loan authorized in 
34940 is near y exhausted, Buckley 
said. So is the city’s general debt 
fimit. Higher rates will enable loans 
to be made a it Water puTeen 
revenues, outside the debt limit. 

The 17-25 per cent plan was ere 
pared by the ttee of Fifteen 
to replace the ht 20 per cent 
increase enact go into effect 
the first of the y 

Results trom the expenditures of 
some of the $18,000,000 are begin- 
ning to show at the re tap, 
Buckley said. 


Finds Improvement 

’ “T think you’ll find that in most 
neighborhoods there is an improve- 
ment,” he said. “That improvement 
4s going ws _ Every few months, 
you can ost say we have fixed a 
new standard of quality.” 

The results, he explained, have 
-been slow in appearing because of 
three factors: (1) wartime shut- 
down on construction and postwar 
scarcities in materials; (2) sky- 
rocketing construction costs, and 
(3). the necessity of extending 
water facilities into newly-devel- 
oped residential” areas, on an unex- 
pected scale. 

It would take $38,000,000 or $40,- 
000,000. today to accomplish what 
$18,000,000 would have accomplish~ 
ed in 1940, Buckley estimated.» In 
addition, residential expansion has 
taken about _ cent of the oe 


“nalloan. - *, 
Nevertheless, ‘Buckley hat, 

the waterworks improvenn un-| 

dertaken under. the loan 


are three-fourths soe, ea 
which does not mean that three- 
pitas of the facilities are in oper- 
ation. | 


ase of Water Saeke Ure ed 


Lease of the city-ownéd w, 
system: for operation by private | 
enterprise was recommended’ for | 
greater operating efficiency in an | 
engineering report to the Commit- | 
tee of Fifteen yesterday. 1 

The city should cease operation | 
of the system and turn it over to 
private operation under a system, 
similar to the plan under which the 
Philadelphia Gas Works Co. runs | 
the city-owned gas works, the re- 
port continued. 

An alternate suggestion of ‘the 
exhaustive study was that the sys- 
tem be placed under an authority 
type of management such as the 
operation of the Delaware | River 
Bridge by the Delaware River Joint 
Commission. 2 


The report listed a long series 
of suggested water’system improve- 
ments, concluding: 

“Many of the recommendations | 
could also be carried out under the | 
present (city) operation, but al 
likey. 

The report is the fitidings. of , 
survey made for the “Fifteen” by 
Charles Haydock, a consultant en- 
gineer. ‘He started work on it last 
August.. His report was presented 
to the committee yesterday in the 
presence of Elbert J. Taylor, Water 
Bureau chief, and other city ptt 
» icials. 


Haydock said the m6st, practical | 
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opération “would be to lease the 
water works, so as to combine the 
advantages of private operation: 
and public operation, as has been 
so successful with ‘the city gas) 
works.” 


Turnpike Cited 


Conveyence of the Water system | 
to an authority, he said, could be’ 
done under the Pennsylvania Mu-! 
nicipality Act. In addition to oper- , 
ation of the bridge by an authority | 
he cited the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission and the Port of New| 
York Authority as other successful | 
administrations of this type. 

Either method, Haydock noted, | 
would © “completely Separate the. 
proprietary ater works function | 
from the city “governmental func- 
tions and materially change the. 
form of adminiktration of the water | 
works system.” 

Under the lease or authority op- 
eration, all functions, from pump- 
ing and purification to the collec- 

_ tion of bills, could be centralized in 
one 2 ency. At present the Water 

II itself. has ne = r1trol of col- 
-ntly was) 

ecthe meter! 


% 


Se is ey te 
Four Failings: Citea cas 


In general, Haydock found four 
principal failings in the present 
operation. 

1. Insufficient maintenance made 
acute by wartime shortages of la- 
bor and materials, This condition, 
he reported, was noted as early’as 
1920, and has been accentuated 
since then by providing insufficient 
funds and in using the water works 
as a revenue producer for the rest’ 
of the municipal ee es dur- 
fag depression vears, 

2. Intermingling of water reve- 


nuéeS with those Of other dity agen= 
cies. This, Haydock found, made it 
difficult to operate the water sys- 
tem on “a business basis by reason 
of divided responsibilities and lack 
of a proper accounting system.” 

8. Inadequate personnel, some 
unqualified and others physically 
unable to: properly perform their 
duties. In this connection, Haydock 
noted that 30 per, cent of the 1,031 
| employes are 60. years’ of age and 
,over, and called for a revision of 
ithe bureau’s employment policy. 
| »4.5 The, large. ni "mber of un- 
metered: ‘hones, aren) egther con- 
sumers and the inadecaate meter 
program.’ Fully one-half of the 
475,000 1sers, he said, are without 
the devices, which he d2 sscribed as 
the cash registers of the system, © 


pate: Operation 


| Recommendations Made 


| To offset these conditions, the 
report urged expenditures of suf- 
ficient funds to maintain and op- 
erate the system; separation of the 
bureau from rest of the city 
government; complete control of 


all meters and their installation : 


one control endian e 


policy to ye 


age group. a 


ma Bloyment 


in Water rents to bringin an esti- 
| mated $5,000,000 stanudilly in _addi- 


Private Coto 


: 
\ N 


Of Water Uraed 


InReport fo to 


Law see CR H-2- 


ie control of Vinee iid 


water system, through leasing it i to. a 


private enterprise or placing it 1 un- 
der an authority type of manage- 
ment;.was proposed yesterday in a 
report to the Committee of Fifteen. 

At the same time, the committee 
received a number of other reports, 
including one» regarding future 
sources of city revenue in which the 
‘Suggestion was made that assess- 
‘ments-be based on a minimum of -70 
‘percent of the sale value_of proper- 
ties. 


/ENGINEBR MAKES Paper 

Charles Haydock, : 

| gineer, made the W: : 
i report: It contained the results of 
three months of extensive Tesearch. 
He pointed out that many of the 
recommendations ed in it 
could be carried out under the pres- 
ent operation “but experience indi- 
cates that this is not likely.” - 

The lease arrangement could be 
similar to the city- -owned works, 
now operated by the ‘Pilecion 
Gas Works Co. “An alith ity could 
be similar to the adm inis 
the Delaware River Bri 
Delaware River Joint ¢ CO 
was pointed out. 

Under either, all 


Water Bureau, from ¢ ne and 
purification to the wolfe | of bills, 
;could be carried out: by ¢ ‘agency. 
| Both ‘methods, it was add » autos 
Continued on Page 2, Column 6 


And Sewage Programs 
at 


New Torresdale Filter Plant Main Building 
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Interior of New' Belmont Ozonation Building 


Modernization of Lardner’s Point Station 
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( Plan of ‘Northeast Sewaee Treatment Works 
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Plan of Southeast Sewage Treatment Works 
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matically would separ ey 
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0 0,000 in neifrevenués, he add- 
= 8). Si aes 


f ip 
prietary water works nting continued. gbod times 
; ia rig ould mean a, likely); in the 
the governmental ene ee | from the wage t & Drake | 
city. Le BOE d the assessment fest On and | 
Haydock’s report included a study ized that the curreft trend | 


it keeping pace with inflation. 
‘Applying the suggested 70 percent | 
rate. to assessments would provide 
additional income of $7,000,000 an- 
nually, he said. This would mean a 
hoost of 14 percent in the tax yield 
from real estate and a 6 percent rise 
in over-all city revenue. _ 

Even if the suggestion was carried 
out, according to Drake, real estate 
would still contribute considerably 
less than half of the city’s income.. 
The plan would improve the city’s 
borrowing capacity and also aid the 
school district. - 


COUNCIL GETS REPORTS 


» Copies of the report were sent to 
the Board of Revision of Taxes and 
to City Council. 

Two reports were submitted by 
the Bureau of Municipal Research. 
They called for a general reorganiza- 
tion of the arshal’s office 
and for rewriti e existing zoning 
law and change: he Zoning Board 
of Adjustment. 5 

One report ri mended enact- 
ment of a fire prévention code, an 
Ordinance transferring the inspec- 
of newly installed domestic oil 

ers to the Bureau of Building 


of the history of the system.. He out- 
lined four principal failings under 
the present setup. aes 

These. included. insufficient main- 
tenance made acute by wartime labor 
and material shortagés; interming)- 
ing, of water revenués with those 
from other city income sources; in- 
adequate personnel and an inade- 
quate meter program. 

Suggestions to offset these factors’ 
urged the spending of sufficient 


funds to fully maintain | nd oper= 
ate the system, sation of the 
bureau from the rest e city govs 
ernment, establishment of an em- 
ployment policy to provide for a “‘bal- 
anced age group” setup and com- 
plete control of all meters, 

Haydock reminded-members of the 
committee that the water system is 
“big business” with $7,500,000 rev- 
enues each year, He said outside 
operation of it would haye the ad- 
vantage of being Sn jk inde- 
pendent of the general or Bh 
constitutional debt limit of the city} 
as well as being, pelt subban! e 

In presenting the repo Kk 
explained that the ci 


‘| would not compare very: bly| Housing and Sanitation. 
‘| with privately-owned. systems if a ‘ 


comparison was now made, He made 


‘The zoning la d maps should 
or ae ee a tte be revised’ by a fivesmian board, the 
chairman. _ ... |Second report suggested: Such ac- 

The revenue report was made by|'©M would correct, , the report 
Leonard A. Drake, an econ _on| Called “widespread deficiencies. 
loan to the committee from;the| The Zoning Board @f Adjustment, 
Chamber of Commerce, He warmed) the report urged, should consist 
that the city faced real finaneial| Principally of private citizens, Four 


of the five present members are city 
officials, Sea Fae 
Laurence Costello, Director of City 
Transit, also appeared ‘before the 
committee: .. He. disputed previous 
recommendations that. his depart- 
ment be merged with the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and pointed 
out that hig unit isin the midst of 
a  $38,000000 program entirely 
“foreign” to any other department. 
PS 


a eX 


problems by 1950 and that a deficit 
was likely next year. 

But, in regard to the latter, he 
pointed out, that non-recurring sur- 
plus and merging balances would 
provide about $3,500,000°to offset the 
excess of cash outgo over’ income. 

In 1950, Drake explained, no such 
monies will be: on d. Therefore, 
it is probable that the city will be 
in need of between $5,000,000 and 


ee 


WFIL Forum Speakers'Sai 


Philadelphi:. is now “reaping the ———~—— 
reward of 20 or 30 years of neglect?’ | 
of its water supply plant with water 
of- bad taste and odor, city experts 
declared yesterday. 

The question “What Progress Are 
We Making Toward Improving Phil- 
adelphia’s Water Supply?” was dis- 
cussed: yesterday on the ssi Song 
Hearing Program over Station | 
IMPROVEMENT URGED | DELAY IS ASSAILED 

Speakers it.cluded Robert K.Saw-| Taylor said 
‘yer, director of the Bureau of Mu-| was being done on taste and odor 
|nicipal Research; Charles Haydock,| control but “much experimentation 
| consulting engineer and author of a| was necessary.” 
|report on the water supply for the; Sawyer countered that many of 
| Committee of 15, and Elbert Taylor,| these were provén methods and 
| chief of the Bureau of Water of /the there had been too much delay. He 
/Department of Public Works. “ jadded that the money granted for 

All agreed that the solution was/| the water supply project in 1946 had 


| now. 
jequipment to care for the occasional 


jhad last winter. This problem must 


not an upland source but improve-/ been used “to make up rather than, 
increase facilities and the city is now © 


ment of the present plant here. They 
;also agreed that the principal prob-/| reaping the reward of 20 or 30 years 
llem was the matter of taste and/of neglect.” FP? 
odor and corrosion, or “red water.” ear 
| They suggested a separate water de-, 
| partment to prevent further “drain- 
ing off” of water revenue for other 
city expenditures. ; 
Sawyer reported that purity and, 
reliability of supply were no longer 
serious problems. However, he and 
Taylor disagreed on the amount of 
progress made on taste and odor 
control. ; 
“When the present programas 


Neglect Caused Poor. Water, a 
| launched in 1946,” SaWyer said, “it X 


4 
% 
Rs 2 


|}didn’t cover taste and odor control % 
|and it- is not sufficiently cared for 
We shuld have adequate 
}“dumpings’ in the river such as we 


i be Solved hastily s® we can focus 
| attention on modernizing our plant.” 


“considerable work” 
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Mayor Urges 
Independent | 
Water Board 


A te BI al des) 
Would Have It Manage 


And Develop City’s 
$100,000,000 System | 


Mayor. Samuel proposed, yester- 
day that the City solve its water 
problems by turning the water Sy S- { 
tem over to an independent body 
of experts. 

He will recommend to the state 
legislature, he said, the establish-° 
‘ment of a Philadelphia Water Au- 
thority which would assume full re- 
sponsibility for the management, | 
control and development of the , 
City’s $100,000,000 water works. | 

The City, the mayor’s announce- | 
ment indicated, would not perma-| 
nently transfer to the new authority | 
the ownership of the system, but 
only the headaches that go with | 
it. The authority, under the Sam- 
uel plan, would run the water 
works, correct ‘all existing evils, | 
develop new sources of supply as! 
needed and pay the City an annual 
(rental to protect its investment) 
‘in the existing plant. : 
| “Supplying water to the 500, 
‘homes of the people of Philadelp hia 
‘and to our many manufacturing, in- 
dustrial and mercantile establish- | 
ments,” Samuel said, “is a tremen- | 

ous Undert~king requiring t : 
plication c :odern business pi 
phieee see aes Bg 


Philadelphia Water Department 
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ment of a Philadelphia 
thority to take over con- 


cipal water system will be ae a 
mended to the current session of the; 
State Legislature, Mayor Bernard) 
Samuel announced yesterday. 

In announcing “the far-reaching 
proposal, Samuel explained that, 
under the plan the city would not. 
los¢ ownership of the water system, 
but that the authority would have 
the responsibility of seeing to it that 
an adequate supply of pure water is 
made available to the residents of 
Philadelphia, 


CHANGE UP TO PEOPLE ‘ 
Nor does the plan necessarily mean, 
the Mayor added, that the city will 
abandon the present source of water 
in favor’ of an upland source. Be- 
fore any change is made, ‘the said,) 
the people of Philadelphia will be 
given an opportunity to express their 
preference. een 
“Supplying water to the 500,000 
homes of the people of Philadelphia | 
and to our many manufacturing, in- 
dustrial and mercantile establish- 
ments is a tremendous undertaking 
requiring the application of modern 
business practice,” the Mayor as- 
serted. Se ; 
HEARINGS TO BE HELD 
“It is a big business enterprise and 
can be administered best, by man- 
agement specializing in the opera- 
tion of this vital.and all-i ant 
pulic utility.” ace 
Public hearings will be held on the 
plan after the legislation is intro- 
duced in the Legislature and in the 
event of approval both by the ‘As- 
sembly and the Governor, a supple- 
mentary ordinance will be introduced 
y Council, where the peo; ot 
eir 


the vi 


~ problems 


x p | 
It involves diff ple of | 
ye and financing, barium 
to these problems being met, it can 
be done ay tae city directly or by 
the city through the agency of an 
authority, © a 

“Tt would seem preferable to havé 


ore able 
aft and to 

vork, 7, 3 
4 of selected &mbers, 
assisted by a qualified technical 
staff,” he continued, “will give 
reasonable assurance of management 
that will compare with the best qual- 
ities of private ownership, but at the 
same time will protect the public 
|in that the improved property will 
| be held for its benefit and that title 
to the system, as improved, will ulti- 
mately revert to the city. 

“Tf it is determined to proceed with 
the: project and to perform the work | 
i an authority, transferring | 
the present facilities to that author. 
|e sou agreement with the author- 

U 


“An authority 


& provide for annual rental 
tothe. city sufficient to pay the 
es einen: ne 


charges on the existing water debt 
so that, it can be maintained as ex- 
cluded debt.” < <a 

The Mayor explained the city’s in- 
vestment in the water system exceeds 
$100,000,000 including the expendi- 
ture of $18,000,000 since 1940. The 
disbursement of another $20,000,000 
within the next four years is planned. 

All of the existing water debt 1s 
now excluded as a lien against the 
‘city’s. borrowing power and the.courts 
soon will be asked to exclude the 
contemplated expenditure of the ad- 
ditional $20,000,000 from the debt 
calculation. 

Turning to the possibility of an up- 
land source of water, the Mayor as- 
serted: “f 

“In the event an upland source of 
| supply would be recommended by the 


authority, such a project, I am con- 

| vinced, would ipolhacheds ne possibite} 
ities favorable to the city of Phila- 

delphia. 2h 


REVENUE POSSIBILITIES 


“After the development. of the 
‘project, it would be possible, I be- 
| lieve, for the authority to sell water 
to communities abutting or within 
reasonable distance of the route of 


to the city the quantity and quality 
of water required by it; the transmis-' 
sion of this water to the city and its 
distribution to the users by utiliza- 
tion of the existing facilities, as im- 
proved and modernized. 

“For the purpose of extending, re- 
habilitating and improving the water 
system of Philadelphia, contracts for 
work costing $4,250,000 were awarded 
during 1948 by the Department of 
Public Works. These will provide for 
the completion of the new Torres-| 
dale pumping station, the ozonation | 
plant at Belmont filters and many) 
distribution mains. eh 

“As far as the rehabilitation of the 
local source of supply is concerned,” | 
concluded the Mayor, ‘‘our plans in- 
clude additional projects for existing | 
pumping stations and filtration 
plants toward further improvement 
of quantity and quality of water. 
Provision is made for extension of the 
distribution system to keep pace with 
new building and for booster pump- 
ing stations to supply outlying areas.” 

He repeated that his sole interest 
in the water problem is to furnish an 
adequate supply of pure water for 
every Philadelphian. Pe 


supply to our city, as well as procur- |. 


ing additional revenue from the sale 
‘of power along the same route.” 

The Mayor reviewed the recom- 
mendations of many water commis-' 
sions over the years. He specifically’ 
mentioned the Philadelphia Water 
Commission appointed by him in 
Meee a, two-fold assi nt to 
s e question of an improved 
‘water supply and a possible new 
| Source of supply. 


| COMMENTS ON REPORT 


Commenting on the commission’s 
final report, he said: : 
“The commission considered two 
propositions: one, an upland source 
of supply and, d, improvement 
of present sources. . 

“Regardless of any decision in the’ 
future to procure our water supply’ 
from upland sources, it was impera-; 
| tive to make certain improvements} 
|in existing facilities within the city. 
| “These improvements have been 
under way since Federal restrictions 
‘on necessary and vital materials were 
lifted in 1946 and are continuing. 
These improvements would have 
been in order even if the city decided 
to go up-State for its water supply in 
1946. | 
PLANS FOR FUTURE | 


“The $18,000,00! spent in the 1940-' 
48 period. and $20,000,000 pro- 
posed to be- spent in the 1949-52' 
period have for their purpose the ex-) 
tension ‘and improvement of the’ 
| facilities and the improvement of the 
| quality of water, ‘ 
“Although the quality has been! 
| improved to some extent, it has not | 
| reached the desired standard and, in 
‘addition, there are periods during 
| which the quality of the water in} 
‘taste and odor becomes obj@ction- 
| able, due to contamination of the. 
| water sources.” é 
He pointed out completion of the 
sewage disposal plants and elimina- 
tions of mine and industrial wastes 
‘from the Schuylkill and the Dela- 
ware River will improve the quality 
of the water. = | 
| “The future demands of the Phila- | 
| delphia, area, however, may not be 
adequately met from that portion of 
the present sources to which it may 
be entitled under the principle of al- | 
location now in effect,” continued 
Samuel. ; 
“The solution of fhese problems 
may lie in the establishment of an 
up-State source which will assure 


away. 


nistered best by’ 
| management ‘specialiing in the | 
operation of this vital and all im-/ 
portant public utility.” 
| 15’ Suggested It 


| The Committee of Fifteen, in the 
{course of its researches last yeat, 
‘Feeched the conclusion that the 
water system -was too tremendous 
an enterprise for the City to handle 
and recommended that the job be 
turned over, under. lease, to pri- 
vate enterprise, : | 

Failing that, committee, experts 
suggested, the job should be given 
to an authority modeled on the 
Delaware River Joint Commission. ! 

Samuel’s. decision to foster the | 
authority plan is the result not of | 
the Fifteen recommendation, he 
said, but of many months of his own | 
study of the problem. 

Creation of the authority would | 
not necessarily mean that the City | 
would abandon present water’ 
sources and turn to development of 
an upland supply, at least not right 
In fact, Samuel indicated, 
nothing at all would happen right 
away. 

“Following the introduction, of 
legislation at Harrisburg provid- | 
ing for establishment of an author- | 
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Improvements Started 
— In1946 NotCompleted, 
© Researchers Charge | 


By JOHN G. McCULLOUGH 
Of The Bulletin Staff 

The nauseous taste and odor of 
Philadelphia water was blamed yes- 
terday on the City’s bungling of its | 
water system improvement pro-| 
gram, e | 

The Bureau of Municipal Re- 


_ ‘search, in its weekly bulletin on 


municipal affairs, pointed out that 
the gam, authorized in 1946, 
was to be completed in 15 months. 
though more than $10,000,000 
immediately was made available, 
the agency declared, the work is 
still far from finished. 5 
“Recent experience with bad-. 
tasting and evil-smelling water,” 
the bureau said, “has overtaxed the 
patience of Philadelphians. They 
expect and should have good water 
every day. Technical explanations 
of the cause are not enough, par- 
ticularly when the cure is at hand.” 
The City undertook to carry out 
the improvement program to avoid, 
if possible, the need for undertak- 


" {ng the highly expensive work of}. |. 


bringing water from the Poconos. 
‘Hue and Cry Rising’ : 

“Tt is little wonder,” the bureau 
said, “that the hue and cry for am 
upland source of water is rising 
again, People care little that they! 
could have equally high-quality 
water from the present sources for) 
2 fre ‘of the cost, if they aren’t 


““Tt was the taste and odor prob- | 
lem that brought the City close to| 
a decision in 1946 to spend $315,000,- } 
000 for an upland water supply.” 

The bureau stated flatly that 
Philadelphians would not have been 
“plagued” with the phenol and tar 
tastes during the Jast three weeks 
if the taste and odor program had 
been completed as scheduled. .The 
program was worked out by City) 
Council and a special water com; 

-mission after months of public hears, 
ings and field investigat*~ ~s, i 


3 


} 


| 


: 


if 


~ been the “mainstay of treatment 


“he said, “public hearings would 
é Continued on Page 2, Col, 2 | 
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~ It included the $1,000,¢ oz 
treatment plant still under 
struction at the Belmont . 
Plant, chlorine ammonia treat 


at. all of the City’s filter stations. 
Up to the present time, chlorine has 


methods. 


It was planned to observe the re-_ 
sults of the two methods in use at 


, Belmont and Queen Lane and then 


to extend the better procedure to 
the other filtration plants. 


30 Months and No Action 


“Thirty months have gone by and 
the ozone plant is still not in opera- 
tion,” the bureau pointed out. ! 
“Moreover, the chief of the Water | 
Bureau is now talking about at 
least.a year’s experience with ozone 
before extending its use.” | 

Elbert J. Taylor, chief of_ the | 
Water Bureau, last week disclosed 
that he would insist on the long 
trial period for the ozone process. 
The Bureau of Municipal Research, 
however, said this was counter to 
the results of many months of tests 
which “clearly show that the bad 
taste producers can be eliminated 
by ozonization.” 4 

As an example of what it called 
the City’s “bungling” the bureau 
listed the steps taken for construc- 
tion of the Belmont ozonization| 
plant. It said they indicated “why 
the city was caught unprepared to 
handle a major taste and oder prob- 
Jem 30 months after it launched a 
program for taste and odor con- 
trol.” 

At the time the whole installation 
‘Was supposed to be completed, the 
bureau reported, bids were just be-‘ 
ing taken for the contact chambers, | 


* a majpr part of the job. Transform- 


érs, known to be in short supply, ; 
were ordered nine months after the: 
Job was authorized, it stated, but 
the ozone equipment, on the other 
hand, was available and waiting to | 
| 

q 


* be installed for over a year. 4 


k Continued from First Page 
‘be held at which all interested par- 
| ties could be heard. 4 
“In the event of favorable action 

by the Legislature and approval by 
the governor, supplementary legis- 
(lation would be introduced in the 
| Philadelphia City Council where 
j again public hearings would be held 
| to procure the views of our taxpay- 
ers on the subject. 
| “Tf an upland source of supply 
should be recommended by the au- 
thority, such a project, I am con- 
vinced, would include many possi- 
bilities favorable to the City.” , 

_ One such possibility, he said, lay 
in the fact that if the City had 
plenty of good water the authority 
could procure additional revenue by 
selling some of it to other communi- 
ties. 

Samuel reviewed some of the 
| water problems which he hopes 
c 


t 
t 
f 
s 


| may some day be turned o 


| the new authority. Looking 

| on his own handling of those prob- 
lems, he commented that “regard- 
less of any decision in the future 
to procure water from upland 
sources, it was imperative to make 

| certain improvements in existing 

‘ facilities,” 


Results Not Encouraging 


The City spent $18,000,000 on 
those improvements between 1940 
and 1948, Samuel noted, and plans 
to spend $20,000,000 more in the 
next four years, but so far the re- 
sults have not been encouraging, 

“Although the quality of water 
has been improved to some extent, 
it has not reached the desired stand- 
ard, and, in addition, there are pe- 
riods during which. the quality of 
water in taste And odor becomes ob- 
jectionable, due to contamination 
of the water sources.” 

What is needed, he said, is maxi- 
mum _ purification of existing 
sources and the development of new 
ones, possibly from an upland. 
source, so that the City in the fu- 
ture may be assured not only of 
pure water but plenty of it. 

“The project,” he said, “is a mon- 
umental one. 

|. “It would seem preferable to 
| have the work done by an author- 
| ity, rather than the City. An au- 


r 


'_ sult of priblic 
“The Special meeting 
nounced after. council's 


_ committee. conferred this morn- 
| ing with” Elbert J. Taylor, chief 
- of the Water Bureau; Thomas F. 
_ Buckley, Director -of Public Works, 

and Herman: Schwartz, “Assistant 


| City Solicitor: 
The three were 


ere eee by C 


SEEK PLAN . S 


The meeting Tuesday is to es- 


Philadelphia Water Department 


opose Philac 
| thority, which would concentrate 
on the one activity and would not 
be subject to the many limitations 
now imposed on the municipality, 
would be more able to secure the 


technical staff and to proceed with 
the work. 


Title Will Revert 


with the project and to perform the 
work through an authority, trans- 
ferring the present facilities to that 
authority; the agreement with the 
authority must provide for annual 


bd charges on the existing water 
excluded debt. 


charges that the 


I iladelp ia \ 


“An authority of selected mem-: 


bers, assisted by a qualified tech- 
nical staff, will give reasonable as- 
surance of management that will 
compare with the best qualities of 
private ownership, but at the same 


ime will protect the public in that 
he improved property will be held 
or its benefit and that title to the 
ystem, as improved, will ultimate- 


ly revert to the City. 


“If it is determined to proceed 


ental to the City sufficient to pay 


ebt so that it can be maintained as 


“For the purpose of entending) 
ehabilitating and improving the 
water system of Philadelphia, con- 
tracts for work costing $4,250,000 
were awarded during 1948 by the 
Department of Public Works. These 
will provide for the completion of 
the new Torresdale pumping sta- 
tion, ‘the ozonation plant at Bel- 
mont filters end many distribution 
mains, 

“As far as the rehabilitation of 
the local source of supply is con- 
cerned, our plans include additional 
projects for existing pumping sta- 
tions and filtration plants toward 
further improvement of quantity 
and quality of water. Provision is 
made for the extension of the dis- 
tribution system to keep pace with 
new building and for booster 
pumping stations to supply outly- 
ing areas. 2 

“There is now outstanding debt 
in the amount of $36,290,000, the 
proceeds of which are invested in 
the water system. There is au-| 
thorized and awaiting issue a re-| 
cent loan of $1,000,000 for invest- 
ment in the system. It is proposed 
to authorize an additional $19,000,- 
000, the proceeds to be used during 


. es be st a cee 

usof City Council and Water and-Tax Bureau of- X 
been called for next Tuesday at 10 A. M. as the re- ") 
water billing system is “unfair.”. 


“a ; ae] 
tablish-a plan to meter es yal 
z| 


Was an- 


finan ; i 
ss city and stabilize billing. 


Director Taylor told. 


the number 
‘pair. : non 
| At present, sa 


of meters x 


which the city ordered a 


Historical Collection 


2004.019.0026B 


mittee today oneof. the chief rea- 
sons for unfair billing complaints 
was the number: of unreported 
plumbing fixtures. He also blamed 
the lack of proper metering and 


which have not been installed. 


the next three years in the further 
improvement and extension of the | 
system, >t | 


a s 
2,620 Miles of Mains ee 


“The system includes 2,620 miles | 
of mains, an administration build- 
ing and shop, a garage building and 
certain raw water pumping sta- 
tions, filtered water pumping sta- 
tions,. filtration plants, storage 
reservoirs and other. appurtenant 
facilities. : 

“It serves approximately 488,000 
customers and pumps more than 
130,000,000,000 gallons of water 
annually, About half of these cus-| 
tomers receive water at metered 
rates and the other half at schedule 
or fixture rates,  . | 

“The outstanding indebtedness is 
now excluded from the city debt in | 
the calculation of its borrowing | 
power and it is proposed to have | 
the court exclude the $1,000,000 re- | 
cently authorized and the $19,000, - 
000 proposed to be authorized from 
the debt calculation,” the ‘mayor 
said. : 

Assistant City Solicitor Herman 
Schwartz will go into court this: 
week to seek the necessary court 
order on the debt exclusion, 
rise in water charges which 
on January 1, will bring in 
tional $1,400,000, which is 
nt at present to keep the 
waterworks self-supporting. The 
rise amounts to 16 per cent on me- 
ter and 25 per cent on fixture rates, 
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‘Jo Open Tuesday 
o ; a 
3 go OY 

The new °$300,000 Fox Chase 

booster pumping station, which is 


. expected to furnish a better, water 
* supply to the entire Fox Chase area 
«., 2nd northeast section of the city, 


& 33 
be 
~, city officials will participate in the| 
©, formal opening of the station. In- 


, cluded will be Director of Public 
& Works “Thomas Buckley, Elbert J. 
\, Taylor, 


will be put into operation Tuesday | 
morning. ese | 
Mayor Bernard Samuel and other 


chief of the Water Bureau | 
and Councilmen Clarence K. Cros- 
san, George D. Mansfield, Cornelius 
8. Deegan, ‘Sri and David Jamieson. 
FOUR PUMPS IN PLANT 

* “The booster station,” said the 
Mayor, “is designed to provide ade- 
quate service to the Fox Chase area, 
but in order to level-off the pump- 
ages during peak demands and pro- 


{ 


appurtenances necessary for oper. - | 
tion. Two of the pumps have’ a 
capacity of four million gallons daily 
and the other two a capacity of two 
million gallons per day. 
8 MILLION GALLONS A DAY | 
‘ “These - pumps,” continiied the | 
Mayor, “are started and stopped ac- 
cording to the demands in the Fox 
Chase area. If necessary, a total of 
8,000,000 gallons per day can be 

“pumped to supply the demands.” 

_ ‘The water reaches the booster sta- 

_ tion pumps through a 20-inch cast 


_ iron pipe in Lardner st., connecting 


t 


wee 


* 


with a 30-inch anda 48-inch main 
in Rising Sun ave. The water is dis- 
charged through a 20-inch and a 10- 
inch main in Rising Sun ave. 

The distribution area affected is 
bounded by City Line, Pennypack 
Créek, Penway st. and Godfrey ave. 


a 


ee 


By Attendant 
PIGOTS ran dry in homes near 
‘Temple Stadium around sup- 

per-time yesterday, and apparently 
thelast person to know about it was 
an attendant in the Water Bureau’s 
ine booster station. 

Householders plagued City Hall 

and the Water Bureau with anxious 
inquiries. Dishes piled up unwashed, 
youngsters with dirty faces were 
spared the usual soap-and-water 
. ; ne ordeal. Hundreds 
aid Taylor, there; ; * 

are 46,000 méters being repaired 
and thousands of new meters, 


Were excited. 
eet 
5 . 
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Water Is Brande 


The 1946 program launched with so much fanfare-to give Phila- 
delphia palatable water has collapsed, the Citizens’ Council on City 


Planning said yesterday in a blist 


Bureau of Water. 

The report: carefully traced the 
history of the deterioration of the 
city’s water in the last 40 years and 

| the failure of all moves to map and 
“execute long range programs since 
the first such attempt in 1920. 

‘The 1946 plan has.gone. the same 
way, with only one-sixth of! the 
money which citizens believed would 
go toward giving them tasteless and 


colorless water, actually being spent; 


on new treatment facilities, the re- 
port said. Instead, most of the 
money went to lay new mains and: 
fix old ones, 


LACK OF PLANS CHARGED 

And no detailed plans have been | 
made to spend the $12,000,000 on 
which voters will be asked to pass 
in November, with the “obvious | 
danger” that this money also will 


dribble away in patch-and-fix Jobs | 
on the whole city water-system, the | 
report declared. i 

Nonetueless, in its final 17 recom-_ 
mendations, the Citizens’ Council: 
recommended that, city watcr should 
neither be farmed out to a private 
, company nor put under a separate 
| authority but should be continuea 
las @ municipal operation. But it| 
urged a completely revised Bureau 
of Water and perhaps even a new 


city Department of Public Utilities | 
alministering the huge — business | 
ope.ation vhich water supply repre- 
sents. 3 | 


RED FEATHER AGENCY | 

The Citizens’ Couneil which. 
| drafted this repurt is a Red Feather. 
agency comprised of representatives 
of 125 civic organizations. and 
headed by E. Walter Hudson, a 
hotelman. Vice presidents are Har- 
old W. Brightman, president of Lit 
| Brothers; Walter P, Miller, Jr., 
) chairman of the Committee of 
Seventy, and Benjamin Ww. Frazier, 
Germantown manager for the Phila- 
delphia Gas Works Co. ‘ 

The report was sprinkled with 


Sa EE 
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» Sotten any budget credit for its job 


* Ions, 


ering survey of the work of the 
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observations showing that 30. per- 
cent of the Water, Bureau's 1000 
employes are more than 60 years 
old, that in one month the Water 
Bureau had on file citizens’ com- 
plaints of 46.00 defective water 
meters, while 14,630 meters were in 
its shops awaiting repair—and still 
only half the city’s 470,000 water- 
users had meters at all. 


ANTIQUATED BILLING 


In addition to too many being too 
old, tie employes of the Water 
Bureau work under a complex “job 
classification” system of 109 separate 
job titles, and are hampered by a 
bad administrative set-up, an anti- 
quated billing procedure and tight- 
fisted City Counci: control, the re- 
port said. 

Present officials of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and the 
Water Bureau “can take pride” in 
improvements “completed in the 
face of formidable obstacles,” the 
Teport said. 

“But the fact temains that Phila- 
delphia’s water supply is still not 
satisfactory,” it added. “Approved 
plans have been disregarded, urgent- 
ly needed improvemetns have been 
pressed with insufficient vigor, sug- 
gesting that both past and present 
management of the system is in 
some measure responsible for. the 
continued eixstence of a water prob- 
Jem in Philadelphia.” : 


‘MILKED OF PROFITS’ 


“In justice to the Water Bureau, |- 


the report, adds, citizens should be 
aware that for years the water sys- 
tem was “miilked” of an annual 
“profit” of two to three million dol- 
lars on the sale of water—money 
which was diverted to other pur- 
poses by City Council while the 
Water system was allowed to decay. 
And the Water Bureau has never 


of, maintgining 20,910 fire hydrants 
and two Metworks of high pressure 
fire mains, the report said. 

The scale of the problem con- 
fronting thé city was emphasized by 
the data prepared by the Citizens’ | 
Council on the city water System as 
it stands today after 30 years’ neg- 


lect, ~~. 


SUPPLIES 470,000 CUSTOMERS 

“It’s a big business, supplying 
almost 470,000 customers with a 
daily average of 350 million gallons 
of water. During summer months 
this average is exceeded, On the 
day of peak demand last year the 
output was almost 470 million gal- 
or 117 percent ‘of rated 
Capacity.~ ~ ; , 

“The plant, which includes five 
raw water pumping stations, five 
filter. plants, eight filtered water 
pumping stations, two filtered water 


MONEY IS DIVERTED _ ee, 

The 1946 program’ timetable has. 
been ignored, atid money remain- 
ing from the unachieved 1940 pro-_ 


ry 


Stam has been diverted toward re- | 


pairs and . 
new housing, the survey said. 


Enough “studies” have been made. 


of Philadelphia water, -it observed, 
and as its first recommendation de- 
clared; OPE re 
“1,—A comprehensive — water- 
works improvement: program: cover- 


ing at, least the next 10 years should | 


be promptly developed on the basis 
of existing surveys and proposals.” 


| OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 


Citizens’ Council then made 
16 more specific recommendations: 


“ 2.—The program should be di-. 


rected toward improvement of the 
quantity and quality water which 
can be provided from present 
sources of supply. 

“ 3.—The program should include 
projects to permit drawing all of 
Philadelphia’s water from the Dela- 
ware River at the Torresdale intake 
and to permit abandonment of the 


Schuylkill as a’ regular source of 


supply. 


ay 

~“ 4.-The program should have as 
its immediate objective the complete | 
installation, within the next two), 
years, of all necessary equipment to |, 


remove objectionable tastes and 


odors in the water and to reduce its i 


mineral content. 


“ 5.—The program should incor- |’ 
porate a schedule for systematic | 


maintenance of the distribution 
system, 


“ 6.—Meteri should be extended 
to all water services during the 
next five. years, 4 

1 —ASs 
possible future inadequacy of the 


existing Delaware River source, of |, 
Supply, Philadelphia should safe- |, 


guard its claims to the Wallpack 
Bend reservoir site. 


“ 8.—All waterworks r evenue 


Should be reserved for the operation, | 


laying of new. mains for| 


» 


a precaution against, 


t 
| 


t 
| 


maintenance and improvement of | 


the water supply System. 


“9.—Delinquencies in payment 


of water bills should be reduced by 
enforcement of existing regulations. 

“10.—Both currei.t and delinquent 
water charges should be rendered 
on a single bill, 


“I1.—The Water Bureau’s ac- | 


counting methods should be revised 
and improved, : 

“12.—Repair of 
should be speeded 2 

“13.—Leakage surveys w= the 
water supply system should be con” 
tinued... : 

“14.—The number of job classi- 
fications in the Bureau of Water 
should be reduced. - 

“15.—The Overbalance of older 
employes in the Bureau of Water 
Should be eliminated, and a com- 
pulsory plan instituted for the pen- 
sioned retirement of City employes. 

“16.—The water supply system 
should be operated as an, independ- 
ent municipal utility with a segre- 
gated budget, ate 

“17,—Consideration should be 
given to the advisability of estab- 
lishing a new Department of lic 
Utilities,” : oa 
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A Ne ; Mater Planes 
e wnt o teattend odor hace, 


water get particularly bad the customary 

procedure is for the consumers to set up a 

_loud roar of protest. This leads to the ap- 
pointment of a commission of experts to 
study the situation. These commissions— 

; S80 numerous in the past that most persons 

have lost count of their number—then make 
expensive and prolonged studies and recom- 
mendations. Then their reports are filed for 
future reference, © 

Now we have something different. The 
Mayor advocates the creation of a Philadel- 
phia Water Authority to’take over the = 
trolvand deyelopment of our water system. 
ete hs a A and should: be 
handled by specialists. 

| This may be the right answer. It could 

~mean more than another study: and the fil- 

ing of more reports. An Authority is a de- 
vice to permit a governmental unit to ex- 

_tend its credit beyond the limits normally 

provided for by basic law. In this case it 

could be armed with other powers ordinarily 
denied to the City, Especially if another 

‘move is in the making to promote an_up- 

-land-svurce water plan. 

In order to pass intelligent judgment on 
any upland-source project the water con- 
sumers would have to be told: 

1. Approximately (that is, within a few 
millions of dollars) what such an undertak- 
ing would.cost. z 

2. What it would mean to each water- 


STATE 


“eR 


user in dollars-and-cents service charges and. 


' interest and amortization. S 

3. Whether water obtained from the 
' proposed source would be drinkable without 
_ treatment, and, if not, what treatment 
_ would be required, at what cost, and with 


ose, these questions is not to as- 
Whey cannot be satisfactorily an- 
the answers will be indispensa- 
decision as to how we shall 
ater supply—whether by in- 
the purification of present sources 
to others. 
with the proposition 


a 


“A petition protes 
dents in the via 


Pee 


A Aes £..Ae RH SES Joh G 
ity Dissipated Fund - 
For Water, Group. Says: 


Bg Le ae d- 
os, The: waterworks improvement program has failed to a 

vance»:P! phia. toward. the goal of more and better water, 
the Citizens Council,on City Planning reported yesterday. oo 

_ Money allocated Pa te , on 
jment and expansion of treatn gators said, continued managemen’ 
| facilities has been pated ae the w 


ater system by the City ite. 
‘meal for maintenance and rehabili- self woul: 


ise ld be preferable to manage« 
tation, the council, which, represents | joent by either a private c company 
‘about 100 civic organizations, re- 


or by a water authority. 
ported, ; 


igi Recommended 

early $9,000,000 original- | Program = 
ty allocated for the program, it Was| ‘The report recommended the fol« 
said, less than one-third was spent | lowing steps: ‘ 
for treatment facilities. Peers of . Lmitbgea ee 

| i equ 
Pollution Seen on. Rise _» | gram rowar bearer ing the quality 
Control of taste and color in the | 2% quantity of wa P 


, r ‘4 
city water has becorhe increasing- gg aa i citodstind -at ans 
lly difficult, pollution in the Schuyl- Piece beat Sane oF nati 
and Delaware has risen and|C0U'kll) as a source PPIs 

fees bai modernization and| Complete installation within ite 
improvement of the water supply | years of equipment to Segoe a 
i system has been seriously neglected, ee Riper se Pg ne 
‘the re d. SSS 
Pag hie ged noting that the| Extension of metering to include 
1946 program “has not been gub- | all water services. See 
stantially followed” and that its| Use of all water reveriues for the 
timetables have not been met, | water system itself, . 
warned that the $20,000,000 the City|' Reduction of water rent delin= 
plans to spend on water improve-| quencies by improved billing and 
ments in the next three years May | accounting and through speedy re- 
be similarly spent for purposes | pair of defective meters, 
‘other than those laid d i The council urged consideration 
94 iets for the ereation of a new departe 
tl ment. of public utilities, which 
‘| would operate the water system ag 
‘a separate enterprise with & segres 


i budget, 
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- Stephen. Janco, who sides at 
2620. Reed*st., with his wife, Agnes, 
and four 
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: These Grok 


the meeting which Council has called for 
‘Taesday to act upon taxpayer complaints of 
eeanle water rates is urgently needed. 


Movers 


AS disclosed by The Inquirer, some house- 


urs 


\ their real estate taxes. 


holders have been compelled to pay water 
and sewer taxes totaling almost as much as 


. Water Bureau officials have admitted that 
the present rate schedule for unmetered con- 
nections is “the most inequitable possible.” 
Failure to install meters is, of course, the 

_ bedrock reason for the owner of the unme- 


é other factors. 


Suess 


tered properties paying more, but there are 


aa tecee City V Water! 


many consumers but*it would save use 
able water now wasted. 


It has been the fashion at City Hall to 


blame the individual householders for not in- 
stalling meters, but there is more to it than 
that. The Water Bureau is so slow in process- 
ing applications. for installations that these 
have piled up, causing long delays. In addition 
many property owners have found it difficult 
to obtain plumbers who would handle the 
work at a fair price. It is said that some | 
plumbers have jumped the price from $35 to 
$75. The Chief of the Water Bureau has said 


it would take five years to supply the entire 


One is the recent listing by the Water 


_ Bureau, after a survey, of many fixtures that 
“were previously unlisted and thus not sub- 


-sjected to a tax. Because inspection had not. 
been made for many years, the number of 


int such fixtures was much greater than had 
been anticipated, and the boost in rates was * 


“Seoriespondingly large. 


What Council could do is to revise the. chi 
for unmetered connections so as to provide 
more equitable charges pending the installa- 


tion of meters. 


Universal meterage js the final sbieative in. 
the matter. It would not only save taxes for 


wer’ bates, qu by 7” resi= 
funting Park ave. was ie 
accompanied by a ] df 
signed by Mrs. Sarah Ward, 9 
Yelland st., which stated ¢ 
$12 sewer rent for four- 
houses on Yelland and Ru 
sts. “is too much.” 

She'said the protesters would un- 
derstand the increase if the sewers 


were new, but these “sewers have 
been here for years.” 


BILLS ‘FANTASTIC’ 


At the same time, James A. Fin-~ 
negan, chairman of thi Democratic 
City Committee, informed Council 
he had received a largé number of 
complaints from small home owners 
whose water supply is unmetered, 
charging that some of the: combined, 
Sewer and water bill@appear “to be 
fantastic.” 

In the 1900 block of §. Salford st.y 
Finnegan said, owners of five- -room. 
_and bath houses received water and 
sewer bills of $40.50, while in the 
1800 block of S. Cecil, st., the bills 
ranged from $29 to | $47.28. 


URGES COUNCIL an 


“T don’t see how City Council’ can 
justify a policy of socking the small 
home owner uses unmetered 
water,” continu 1 Finnegan, “while 
at the ‘same mitting many 
large water users to: defraud the city 
and in some to. pay nothing 
at all as per the testimony of Mr. 
(Elbert J.) Taylor.” Taylor is chief 
of the Water R 

“He urg ‘Council te conduct its 


own investigation of.the Water Bu- 
,reau now that’ t pecial Grand 
‘Jury has been nded. He also 


asked Council to amend the sewer 


and water rents of unme red prop- 
‘erties to bring them in line with 


the rates charged i 
ee 


ered prop- 
erties, , - 


city. with meters: 


That appears unreasonably long, and Coun- 


cil should seekgto expedite the installations 
and at the same time promote arrangements 
for a.standard installation price. 


Meanwhile the Water Bureau announce- 


ment that persons applying for meters prior 
to. November 30 will be placed on the meter 
rate January 1, whether or not installation 
is completed, is helpful. 


Many water consumers have suffered fxom - 


suddenly boosted costs, and the city should 
do everything possible to help them’ by facili- 
tating the transfer to lower meter rates, 


Metered Wa Water Bills » 
Bring More fer Bile : 


Against Hi her, Rates 


‘Although a 


= 648 /b9 a 


nly a sample” of bills showing water rates for | 


metered properties has been mailed, City Hall is already engulfed | 
in clamorous ‘protests from householders against the boost dn) 
charges, which became effective last Jan. 1. 

The protests from property owners who have equipped their| 
houses with meters came as a new and further harassment for 


clerks already under a bombard- 
ment of an average of 300 com 
plaints a day. from owners of un-— 
metered houses. 

COUNCIL MEETS TUESDAY | 

These unmetered houses have been 
‘hit with an increase in. water and 
sewer rates as much as three and 
four times the old charges. Revela- 
tion by The Inquirer of the house- 
holders’ burden thus created has 
forced City Council to schedule a 
‘caucus for 10 A. M. next Tuesday to 
reconsider the whole problem of 
water rates. Bae 

It was Raymond W. Schmucker, 
chief clerk of the Water Assessment 
,and Sewer Rent Division of the De- 
partment of the Receivér of Taxes, 
who said yesterday that “although 
we have sent ott only a sample of 
the kind of bills that we are making 
up, complaints from metered, prop- | 
erties already have started to come 
ine? 

City Council, last December, 
enacted an ordinance slashing the 
amount of metered water allowed 
under the minimum charge of $8. ~ 

Elbert J. Taylor, chief of the Bu- 
reau of Water, said meter readers | 
have, covered about 50 percent of the , | 
metered dwellings, checking water | 
consumption. Judging from results. 
thus far, Taylor said, at least 60 per-— 
cent of the 241,736 metered homes in’ 
the city have consumed se os | 
the minimum. a 

Taylor said the ERE So in the 
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amounts of the bills will range 
to 22% percent above that paid la: 
year. The new rate charges con- 
sumers 45 cents for each 1000 cubic 
feet above the minimum. 
MORE PROTESTS COMING 

City Hall officials predicted that 
as the number of bills sent out to 
‘metered tenants increased, the pro- 
‘tests against the new water-sewer 
charges would “jump fourfold.” 

Schmucker said his staff had sent 
only 1800 bills to “some consumers 
in the 35th Ward in the Northeast. 
“And already we are getting com- 
plaints.” 

Schmucker said his office has ap- 
‘proximately 30,000 more bills ready 
to be mailed. “Most of these are in 
the same 35th Ward, so for a while 
we will be getting all our complaints. 
from that section of the city.” 
MINIMUM SLASHED 

Prior to Jan. 1, consumers were 
allowed: 60,000 gallons annually for 
their $8 minimum bill. With the 
‘change, this was slashed to 40,000. 
| It was pointed ‘out that since the! 

present sewer charge is 80 percent of 
the water bill, the ordinance like- 
| wise boosted the sewer rents. 
This slash in the minimum was 
‘enacted to replace: an earlier ‘25 
‘| percent, across-the-board” increase 
‘| that met with such a wave of public 
| disapproval that it was discarded, 


| NO CHANGES IN SIGHT 
| Despite this unfavorable reaction | 


City Hall apparently does not con- | 
‘template any immediate change. 
Assistant City Solicitor Herman 
| Schwartz said “it would be impossi- 
-ble to reduce the current water and} 
sewer rates without jeopardizing the | 
city’s water improvement program. 
‘and the city’s borrowing power. | 
“‘When,the new water rates went 
‘into effect,” Schwartz added, “the 
city went into court and obtained | 
permission to exclude $20,000,000 in | 
‘new water debt from the city’s bor- 
rowing power. The city anticipates | | 
spending this additional $20, 000,000 | 
within the next thre or four years.” | 
|. Schwartz added that the new | | 
rates ‘‘will produce only sufficient 
revenue to maintain the present sys- 
| tem and allow the city to amortize. 
; both the old and new water sept.” 
oe READERS BUSY } 
_ Taylor said his staff of meter read- 
ers, working the city by wards, would 
take months more to complete their 
job. Some ‘of the ters, he said, 
| will not be r -until the’ fall, 
‘Schmucker’s job o of billing those ex- 
ceeding the minimum will not be 
ees aches until near the. end of the 
year. 
As new “complaints continued to 
arrive from householders in unmet- 
ered properties, Taylor said re-in- 
‘spection of prsty <a of properties 
‘throughout the tity disclosed that 
‘in many dwellings additional outlets 
had been added to the water systems 
without official notification to the, 
Water Bureau. 9 i) 


BASIC FLAT CHARGE ‘ 


The basic flat ‘charge for un-| 
metered dwellings is $12.50, regard-| 
less of the amount.of water used. 
‘This includes the 25 percent increase 
which was discarded for metered 
‘properties. The number of faucets 
and other outlets figure in ‘the total | 
amount of the bills. 
| Taylor said that during the past 

year 16 inspectors made re-inspec- 
‘tions of 51,732 properties. 
| “The reason for some of the in-! 
creases, so strongly protested now, . 
‘is the fact that theseinspectors un- 
| covered new plumbing fixtures in 
| these dwellings that had never been 
|taxed in preeiae vases Taylor 
jadd ed, 
| URGED TO GET METERS: 

Taylor believes that the solution 
for these unmetered ‘users is to have 
their properties metered. ‘They, 
would get the benefits of a lower: 
rate and within four or five. years 
these savings. would pay for the 
‘initial cost of installation.” 

_ Taylor also advocates that the city 

|add $2.50 yearly for meter service. 

At present the city services meters 

‘but. the average cost to the house- 
i holder when one goes wrong is $8. 


vrs 


Council Nebo? 
Meeting to Debate 


Whole ‘Hot’ Issue 


A way out for Philadelphians 
confronted by enormous in- 
creases in unmetered water bills 
was disclosed yesterday by Elbert 
J.- Taylor, chief of the Water 
Bureau. 
He also hinted that a city-wide 
; reduction in the rate was possible. 
Any householder who applies for! 
|@ water meter by Nov. 30 will go ‘oe 
| the metered rate (minimum charge} 
| $8 annually) on Jan. 1 whether or 
not a meters installed by that time, 
Taylor told a stormy meeting cf! 
City Council's Finance Committee. 
His hint that a rate reduction was 
possible drew a. bitter rebuke from 
Councilman Clarence K. Crossan, 
chairman. of the committee, but so 
many Councilmen said their con- 
stituents were up in arms at the 
water boosts revealed by The In- 
quirer that a full-dress caucus on 


the whole issue by the entire Coun- 
cil was fixed for Tuesday at 10 A. M. 


YIELD TO PRESSURE 


Water charges were not on the 
agenda of the~committee session 
in Room 496 at City Hall but the 
repercussions from The Inquirer’s 
disclosure: that gross inequities exist 
and some householders are; paying 
water-sewer bills as large as 55 
|percent of their real estate taxes 
apparently forced hurried consider- 
lation of the problem. 

Both Thomas Buckley, Director of 
Public Works, and Taylor were call- 
ed, to the session and the cross- 
examination was vigorous. 

Taylor again admitted that “the, 
present unmetered rate schedule is| 
about the most unreasonable} that 
could be devised,” and also admitted 
}that 46,000 water meters have piled | 
up awaiting repairs at his bureau at 
29th and Cambria, sts, 

Crossan opened the® session by. 
asking if the bills now being sent out. 
are correctly made under the in- 
creases voted by Council. Taylor 
said the increases, doubling and 
tripling water charges, were correct- 
ly calculated and thus far “the per-, 
centage of were been small.” 

“Ts it true t water meters are 
“generally. available?” Crossan asked. | 

Taylor hedged: “There’s no indi-' 


cation that meters are not available. 
Applications now overload the Re- 
ceiver of Taxes office so that permits 
do not go on as-quick as we Would | 
like,” 


raised the 
to $75 and in sc 


'that one, and Assistant City Solici- | 
tor Herman Schwartz said that “al- 
‘though the rates themselves aren't 

“excessive, there’s no uniform pricing 


‘system, and the increases are in 
many cases due to discovery of 
water-using fixtures not previously 
reported—after ail, there is a mini- | 
mum of $8 for 4000) cubic feet of 
water a yéar,” 


‘THERE'S, NO SUCH THING’ 


“But if you Have no meter, there’s 
no such thing as an $8 rate,’ Coun- 
cilman George Maxman snapped. 

“We were told,” he said, “that the 
rates we voted would produce an 
approximate increase of 25 percent. 
We were told nothing about tates | 
being doubled, tripled, and in some 
cases quadrupled. These rates are 
unfair and away out of line, In the! 
light of what, has happened, the 
| case for the new rates was not pre- 
| sented to us in a proper way.” — 
Maxman - said “unserupulous: 
|plumbers are muleting’ our people! 
and there must be some way to pro-’ 
tect them.” 
| “Tt know of identical houses,” he 
said, “and in one of them the rate 
for water this year went from $21.60 
| to $72 but in the other house the 
|rate raise was only from $8 up to 


{| $21.7 Gb 


| ‘MOST UNREASONABLE’ | 


“The unmetered rate schedule is| 
|about the most unreasonable that) 
can be devised,” Taylor said in an- 
swer. “But the metered’ schedule is 
very fair.” 

It was at this point that Taylor 
said “it’s entirely up to City Council 
if the present rates are arhended,” 

This seemed to upset Crossan, who 
said: “Any reduction in rates would 
sbriously Upset_or our financial Picture,” 


ee aie with interest your 
anda of Mr. Finnegan’s com- 


Philadelphia sewer and water 
rents, and was amused by the 
so-called “ horrible ~ examples’ 
presented, as well as by his use 
of the usual political trick of 
failing to suggest any practical 
alternative. 

I too, feel that the situation is 
foul and I do have a sugges- 
tion. 

For the record, to keep the 
‘proper perspective, Deown an 


unmetered property in West 
Philadelphia on which the cop 
a 
nee _ 


load is placed ol 
unless, the numb 
served is increas: 

* No one who pag. us: 
year has any valid C01 


Ato 


hes Protésted - 


The high r 
{not due to 1 1 


ff 
st of water meters is 
greed of plumbers 
‘but to the inefficieney of city bu- 
reaus that control meter instal- 
lations, / master Plumbers eeeerted 
today. = : 

The chee ‘was made by a aeie-| 
gation of ae bers:who demand-' 
ed, and got, a hearing from Council’ 
President Frederic D, Garman just 
before Council went into caucus to 
review Philadelphia's entire water 
rent policy. —- 

The caucus was agreedi on. last) 
weekiafteria mounting wave of tax-. 
payers’. protests against inequitable 
rate increases, pe entrant for un- 
metered: water, ~ Political leaders 
said that unless - ‘something is done, 
there may be reprisals at the at. | 
in the mune this fall. 


Their ire Rate dircoies, primarily 


agains Councilman Louis Menna,’ 
who asserted last week that house-. 
‘holde#$ have been delayed in in- 


stalling meters because plumbers 
have “jumped the price’ of meter 
installations ity $35 to $75 and 
more. ‘ 

‘The Philadelphia Master Plumb- 


Continued on Page 3, Col. 7 


Thin ah ks We Pa ay jJ To B cceead Joy Mater 
ined rents Kae Fh 75, 80. that 
I do have a stake in this: mat: 
plaints about the inequities of ter. 
Why not divorce the sewer 
charge from the water rent en- 
tirely? Make a 
of ten or fifteen dollars»a yea 
for each active connection, and 
a graduated char’ increas- 
ing diameters? Und 
people will’ be peyities for util- 
ity. Two adults, for example, 
place an equal strain upon sew- 
er facilities, whether 
side in a small or large. 
Added water connections do at 
necessarily mean that a greater 


cig 


ht charge 
ysra year 


lis plan, 


Bitte mn sa of he 
rank a rare i Mer- 
chads Plumbers. Association and af- 
filiate groups labeled the charge as | 
false and demanded an apology. | 
Menna was not present. | 
“Maybe Menna has been. doing | 
business with bootleg plumbers, but | 
not with reputable plumbers,” said | 
E. Herman Moser, a director of the | 


Complaints Listed 

The plumbers told Garman: 

That the average price for in-| 
stalling a meter, unless special | 
street or cellar digging is involved, 


| 
| Merchant Plumbers Association. | 
| 


lis still $35, and not $75 or more, } 


That plumbers seeking permits | 


{for meter installations sometimes | 


| are compelled to spend days, or | 
even weeks in getting them and in 


| the process are shunted from one: 
‘office to another in City. Hall An- | 
| | nex. i 
That when a meter is turned over. 
| to the: City for repairs, no receipt 
for it is issued; the City keeps such 
meters for months and years, some- 
times for as long as five years. 
“That meters awaitinf repair are 
“piled up like coal, in heaps 30 feet 
‘high, ” at the city repair shops, 29th, 
and Cambria sts. < 


\Inconvenience Charged 
That the obstacles the city places | 
n the path of a plumber seeking a 
meter installation pefmit involve 
expensive inconvenience and lots of 
time for the plumber, | 
“A meter costs $18.90 net. But | 
if a plumber must waste days get-| 
ting a permit, it isn’t fair to charge 
the public for that, is it?” asked 
one plumber, “You have two clerks! 
doing the work that 25 are needed | 
to: do.79ee 
i. “How tan: you fix a price for | 
imeter installations with conditions | 
as they are?” asked another. “What | 
is a fair price? ‘How can you arrive | 
‘at one under .such an inefficient | 
‘permit system?” 
| Spokesmen for the plurgber, be- 
sides Moser, * °r2 Saul Steele, Jr., 


John D, Cray nd Frank 5B 
izek, as 
| Garman , d that they 


to sit with a 
en and water 
‘ whole mat- 
greed. 


name a con 
committee of ¢ 
“*icials to “dis: 


“whe plum}, 


nfair Water Charges . 
Pati Yauge Charges er hat sewer 


charges for certain homes without meters, 
it may be that the owners are beneficiaries 


rather than victims. 


The owner of a metered property pays in 
proportion to the amount of water taken 
from the water system and discharged into 
the sewer system, He has an incentive to 
be careful in the use of water, and this usu- 


‘If that was the total bi 

a sum is = little for t! 
| ali 

In addition to a. flat. 

connection charge, I a 

cate the metering of ky 
. ties, with a monthly 1’ yy 

which would permit 

600 gallons, six gallons”: 

cent, Readings and billing. 

be made quarterly, with servi to” 

discontinued if bill is not paices 

within the next 90 days. 
"Drastic, perhaps, but it is 
. time that the City’s water was 
paying its way, so than im- 
provements can be made, and 
the quality of water made more 
‘palatable. 

My conclusion, after perusing 


some i ia | a branch 
office of Re i's office, 
is that the majority @ [ 

ty owners pay ‘too 
much, for these vital ‘services. 
H. L. Matsinger 


Camden, N. J. 


t ia 
i a 


-rather than 


ally puts him on guard against waste. This, 
in turn, tends to reduce city operating costs 
for water supply and sewage disposal. 

The flat-rate properties pay by a for- 


mula that. means nothing in terms of water 


drawn, and gives no incentive to conserve. 
Occupants of such property unquestionably 
draw more water than if they were on 
meters. It is no more than fair that they 
pay more than the metered consumérs. 

Many unmetered properties cheat through 
use of fixtures unlawfully installed, for 
which the city makes no charge because 
it doesn’t know about them. 

The remedy for any unfairness that 
may exist. lies in metering all properties 
in encouraging unmetered 
properties to continue without meters by 
reducing their rates. 

These days a property without a water 


~ meter is as absurd. as one without : a gas or 


electric meter. 


a 


25 Pet. Ceiling 
Ordered on 
Rate Rises 


Illustrated on Page 36 
By. WILLIAM F, FEIST 


A sweeping rollback in water 
rentals for unmetered properties 
and imposition of a 25 percent 
ceiling on increases in current 
water bills over the 1948 level 
were ordered by a caucus of City 
Council members yesterday, in 
response to widespread protests 
against rates that have soared 
as high as 300’ percent above 
normal. , 

As a result of Council’s action, 
65,000 bills for excess water charges 
on unmetered properties, already 
prepared and ready for mailing, 
were held up indefinitely by the al 
reau of Water. 


25,000 TO GET REFUNDS | 

About 25,000 water users in une 
metered properties will receive 
“prompt” refunds on their current 
water and sewer hills following the 
Council order, Elbert J. Taylor, 
chiet of the Water Bureau, said the 
refunds will go into the mail immee 


diately after final enabling legisla- 
tion is passed by Council about 
June 30, 

Yesterday's Council order, which 
followed disclosure by The Inquirer 
of enormous water rent increases, 
also extends the time limit, for pay- 
ment of 1949 water and sewer bills 
from June 30 to Aug. 31, so that no 
penalties will apply on bills paid be- 
fore that date. 


INFORMAL APPROVAL 


Informal approval of the neces 
sary legislation to make these 
changes possible was. voted at a 
three-hour caucus of Council mem-' 
bers. The legislation itself will bs 
introduced in that body tomorrow. 

In addition to the changes al- 
ready listed, it will require ‘the Di- 
rector of Public Werks, to make a 
survey of existing water rates and 
report back ta Council with recom- 
mendations for necessary changés, 
and to submit a program of progres- 
sive metering so that adl properties 
may be metered in ‘he shortest 
possible time, 


CALLED BY MEADE — a 


The Councilmanie caucus, called 
by William F. Meade, chairman of 
the Republican City Committee, to 
adjust inequalities in water charges, 
was a direct outgrowth of disclo- 
sures ‘by. The Inquirer that the. com- 
bination water and sewer charges 
on many small properties was nearly 
as much as the reai estate taxes on 
those same properties. 

Meade, who with Sheriff Austin 
Meehan and other city leaders ate 
tended the meeting, explained that 


SEE 


uncil Slashes Bills i 
For Unmetered 
29,000 to Get 


hile 


2m Lf G 


the water charges on unmetered | 
properties were so out of line with i 
those charged in metered properties | 
that some remedial gee ate miscl| 
be adopted by Council. : I 
NEW FIXTURES REPORTED | 
Taylor, ‘who also attended the| 
meeting, estimated that about 25,- | 
000 water users in unmetered prop- |: 
erties would receive refunds on their | 


current water and sewer bills. | 


He said about 51,000 properties ; 
were re-inspected last year for un- 
reported water fixtures and about 
half of them showed newly installed 
fixtures. On that basis, he said, 
about half of the water users will be 
entitled to refunds. 

The refunds will be mailed direct- 
ly to the water users .by the City 
Treasurer following enactment of 
the proposed legislation, which can || 
be passed finally by Gouncil as early |) 
as June, 30, 


BORROWING POWER 

Assistant City Solicitor Herman N. 
Schwartz, who is preparing the leg- 
islation for introduction in. Council, 
said it was likely, however, the 
ordinance would be passed finally on 
July 7. 

City officials, at. the same time, 
expressed confidence that the roll- 
back of rates would not affect the} 
city’s: borrowing power or seriously | 

| impair the city’s current income. } 

They pointed out that this year’s 
water revenue and the self-suf- 
ficiency of the water system, both as 
to maintenance and amortization of 
the water debt, were based on an | 
overall increase of 25 percent in the 
water rates, ) tg 
REPORT ON REVENUE cee 

Meanwhile, Receiver of Taxes. W 
Frank Marshall announced that 
water receipts for the current year 
total $3,720,412. The estimated 
yield for the year is about $9,000,000. 
However, more than half of the cur- 

rent bills have not ‘been paid. 

The caucus of Council requested 
by Meade was attended by Meehan, 
Director of Public Works Thomas 
Buckley, Frederic D. Garman, pres- 
ident of Council, Assistant City | 
Solicitor Schwartz, City Controller | 
Frank J. Tiemann, Marshall, Coun- 
‘cil members sand technical staffs 
from the Receiver of Taxes’ office 
and the Bureau of Water. 

Earlier in the day about 25 mem- 
bers of the Master, Plumbers Asso- | 
ciation called on Garman, to protest 
statements of city officials that 
plumbers had stepped up the charges 
‘for installation of water. meters from 
$35 to $75. | 
SUGGESTIONS MADE 

They also made recommendations 
{to increase the number of installa- 
tions. Acting on that. suggestion,’ 
Garman appointed a. committee of 
icity officials to meet “with. repre- 

penn taives of the plumbers. to elim- 
‘inate red tape tn-the issuance of per- 
mits for meter installations. 

E. Herman Moser, a plumbing,and 
| heating..contractor, and one of the 
-association’s spokesmen, told. Gar- 
‘nan that plumbers are forced. to 
- Visit as many as. five different. bu- 

reaus. and spend as much as a day 
| to a week to obtain the necessary 
/meter installation permits. 


} 


1 


ate 


vate a 


‘Refunds 


| 4-YEAR LAG ON REPAIRS 
} 


He said. unrepaired meters are 


| piled mountain-high at the city’s 


| there from four to five years. 


| 


| plumbers were charging as high-as 


| 


| forced to take legal action. 


' up. There are a few who overcharge, 


| 2-P. -M. next Tuesday, in Room 400, 


| meter repair shopgat 29th and Cam- 
‘bria sts. and that he personally 
(knew of meters which had been 


He.said he and his associates par- 
ticularly resented charges made by 
Councilman Louis Menna_ that 


$75 and asked that Menna make a} 
public apology for his statement. 
“What can the ‘public think of | 
us,” he declared; ‘““when even city 
officials call us crooks and thieves.” 
He intimated that unless Menna 
apologized the association might be 


Menna. denied that he had made 
a blanket charge against’ plumbers, 
but said he knew. some . plumbers 
who were charging as much as $75. 

“T don’t say .all plumbers charge 
as high as $75,’’ he declared, I know 
most plumbers are on the up and 


however. My. own brother is a mas- | 
ter plumber.” — - 

At the conclusion of the plumbers’ \ 
visit, Garman named Buckley, Tay- 
lor, Schwartz and Councilman Clar- 
ence K. Crossan, chairman, of the | 
Finance Committee, to meet with 
representatives: of the plumbers at 


oer 


City Hall, te map a pro ‘am. fof re- 
ducing\ the time element in obtain- 
| ing permits and promote a greater 
degree of cooperation in the. in- | 
stallation of water meters. fe | 


Se & ( 
> James A. Finnegan, Denjocratic 
leity. Chairman, yesterday demanded 
| that City Council place a 25 percent 
‘eiling on the increase of water- | 


er rents charged tenants of | 
ered properties. | 


innegan, in a letter to Frederic | 
x Batman, president of City Coun- 
‘ cil; ‘declared that ‘consumers’ in 
| metered properties should share the 
same benefiits ordered for users in 
metered properties. Council, ina 
caucus on Tuesday, limited the in- 
‘crease for unmetered properties to 
20 percent. 
| Finnegan saic | while the decision 
of council “was ‘commendable, it 
does not go fag enough. In the first 
place, there is no mention of any re- , 
striction on the amount of the in-| 
crease which at be paid by meter- 
ed water users.’ 

“T /inge,”s Finnegan continued, 
“that'the 25 percent limitation be 
‘applied to all increases in water and 
sewer rent bills, whether the water 
supply is metered or ‘unmetered.”. | 

Finnegan chided City Council for 
j ignoring “my request for a thorough 

investigation of the Water Bureau, | 
rand particularly of the wide-scale 
chiseling and cheating of the city by 
large Commercial users, the existence 
of which was admitted by Elbert J. 
Taylor, head of the Water Bureau.” 


(| &:4py WILLIAM F. FEIST. 


* ‘Worried by the flood of protests 
over excessive increases in un- 
metered water bills, City Council 
planned to meet in executive session 


Tuesday to devise some way of ap- 
peasing irate taxpayers. 


Fear was expressed generally, and 
particularly by Republican commit- 


teemen, that unless some relief is 
given, the voters may express their 
resentment by voting against the 


administration. and the party at the | 


coming election. 


Council took cognizance of the} 


storm of protests at a meeting of its 
Finance Committee last Thursday 
following disclosures in The Inquirer 
that the combination water-.and 
sewer charges for some properties 
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City to Consider Water Protests ¥ 


sstanemuctaasadecaeaes sacle ERT ee ps ore 


such a step would “seriously upset | 
our financial picture.” 

Much the same advice was given 
by Assistant City Solicitor Herman 
Schwartz, who said. the increased 
water rates were intended only to 
produce sufficient revenue to main- 
tain the municipal water system and 
continue to make it self-supporting. 

Schwartz pointed out that while 
some unmetered property owners 
were paying considerably more than 
the 25 percent maximum increase 
authorized under the new water rent 
.| schedule, the excess payments were 
due to unreported d water fixtures in 
these properties, ; 


BASIS OF COURT PLEA 


The Assistant City Solicitor also 
explained the new rates were the 


almost equal the city real estate 


taxes on these. same homes, 
CAN CUT WATER RATES 


Elbert J. Taylor, chief of the Water 
Bureau, told the committee that 
Council has the power to reduce the 
water rates, but Councilman Clar- 
ence K, Crossan warned him that 


Pee 


um Deny: 
ting Prices 


VELA? 

Spokesnfen "tor ed city’s ae 
“plumbers yesterday “denied allega-. 
tions by city officials that one reason 
(for the lag in thé installation of 
‘water Meters in city homes is that, 
plumbers have “jump their 
prices” for installation work. 

In a letter to Director of Public 
Works Thomas Buckl I, Irving! 
Tubis, counsel for the ‘West Phila- 
delphia Master Plumbers Associa- 
tion, declared Buckley’s remarks) 
about a price jump, made before: 
City Council's Finance Committee 
on Thursday, “do not correctly state 
the facts.” : 


JOINED IN PROTEST 
Tubis was joined in his protest by 


! John D. Crawford, secretary of. the 
‘Retail Merchant Plumbers Associa-. 
| tion. 


“I feel that the plumbers of this 


| city are entitled. to an opportunity 


to correct the impressions that have 
been unfairly created,” Tubis told 
Buckley. “The plumbers of this city 
have a very vital interest in the 
health and welfare of our citizens.” 
His letter asked that a hearing be’ 
set in the near future, ‘‘at which. 
time our association as well as others 
can present their views and attempt 
to correct the defamatory impres- 
sions that have been instilled in the 
minds of many people.” * 


| ASK RECHECK ‘ON RENTALS 


At the same time, representatives 
of the Philadelphia Real Estate 
| Board usrged upon City Council 
President Frederic D. Garman a 
“re-examination” of the subject of 
city water rentals. 

“The bills that havé been ren- 
dered for unmetered water, cer- 
tainly, appear- to ‘be conclusive 
| evidence of the inequity of the rent- 
als that are being imposed,” said 
John J. Stapleton, general chair- 
man of the legislative and civic 
affairs committee of the Board, in 
a letter to Garman. ; 

“We are quite sure that City 
Council, which is not inclined at 
any time to be unreasonable and 
inequitable relative to the burden 
of the home owners, will upon care- 
ful examination of this situation 
agree that the present rentals for 
unmetered water are inequitable and 
unreasonable, _ 


CITES REPAIR SITUATION 


“It has been publicly stated and 
likewise admitted,” Stapleton added, 
“that about 50,000 water meters are 
in charge of the Bureau of Water 
for repair. The repair of these 
meters and the reinstallation of them 
is a factor in this situation which, 
in our opinion, is really worthy of 
'serions consideration and action. 


emer — 


Jattention as possible,” 


basis of the city’s petition to the 
courts to exclude new water debt as 
@ lien against the city’s borrowing 
power. The city expects to spend 
$20,000,000 in the next few years to 
continue the water improvement 
program. 

Therefore, any move to’ reduce 
existing water rates would not only 
‘throw the eurrent municipal budget 
out of line, but put the city’s borrow- 
ing capacity in. jeopardy, it Was | 
explained, 
| Taylor offered a ray of hope for 
| the overburdened taxpayers with the 
announcement that owners of un- 
metered properties would be put on 
the metered rate schedule beginning 
(next January provided they made 


ie ere I ee 


“Tt has also been publicly stated 
that in many instances the water and 
sewer bills, as they have been ren- 
dered, represent as high as 55 per- 
cent of the city taxes that home 
owners must pay upon their proper- 
ties. We feel sure that City Council, 
conscious of the Inserest of the home 
owner, will give this matter as prompt 


4.7 


Water Rate Revision” 

The readjustment in water rates on and nme- 
tered properties agreed to by City Council” 
will relieve a situation, exposed by The In- 
quirer, which has worked injustice upon thou- 


sands of taxpayers. 


It will roll back rates to a maximum of 25 
percent over the 1948 level and will mean re- 
funds to thousands of taxpayers whose water. 
charges had suddenly been increased up, to 


300 percent. above normal. 


The Councilmanic action follows this news- 
paper’s disclosures that many property own- 
ers found their water and sewer rates ap- 
proaching the amount paid in real estate 


taxes. 


The rollback will bs acs but it is fo: 


The solution, is. Still 1 
every taxp ad h, 
pay a fair cha nt 


would be. avoided,- 


Only about one-half of the city’s 430,000 
red. at the present time, The 
ly encourages the in- 


Water Bureau offici 


WATER, WATER, EVERYWHERE: Walter Phillips, who - 
to the Demos as his best’ hope 


gave up on 


} 


1e "wa ter used and costly 
wastage of,,water, espetially in hot Weather, 


the GOP & switched 


application to have -water meter 
installed before Nov. 30, 1949. 


METER RATES CALLED FAIR , 
He said this provision was inserted, 


in the ordinance boosting water rates 


as an incentive to property owners 
to install meters. He admitted the 
unmetered rate schedule “is about 
the most unreasonable that can be 
devised.” At the same time, he in- 
Sees the metered rates were very 
air. 


‘The city’s failure, until recently, | 
to make an intensive survey of un-_ 


reported water fixtures has cost the 
municipality hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in revewue. A half-hearted 
attempt to locate these fixtures had 
previously been made, but it was not 
uiftil the Committee of Fifteen in- 
sisted on a thorough probe that it 
was undertaken seriously. 

Taylor said the survey has covered 
-all but 10 of the city’s 52 wards and 
that thousands of unreported fix- 
tures had been discovered, Crossan 
told his colleagues that in one small 
ward alone approximately 40,000 
extra fixtures had been discovered 
on which the property owners were 
paying nothing. 


Pion. of 1 


Water Aut hority 


ene Authority to ba 
whole municipal water: 
system. 
.. Powers assigned 11 ears ago to’ 
the Philadelphia Authority but never 
used would be revo 
Mayor's plan, which wast prted to} 
| Council's Law Committee.” 
City Council also formally received. | 
yesterday the ameliorative measures 
decided upon at a caucus on Tues- 
day. * 
25 PERCENT CEILING 


These fixed a ceiling of 25 percent | 
over 1948 unmetered rates on any 
increase on any specific bill this year, 
authorized refunds for the 25,000 
who have paid the inflated bills, de- 
manded a new water-fixture survey 
for rate-making purposes, and ex- 
tended the time limit on payment of 
1949 water-and-sewer hills from 
June 30 to Aug. 31. \ 

These decisions were taken at a 
Council caucus called by William F. 
Meade, Republican City Chairman, 
after The Inquirer exposed the ex- 
‘cessive charges incorporated in the! 
new water bills. 


“under the| | 


| 

| 

f 

TWO POINTS STRESSED af | 


‘The Mayor’s letter of transmittal, | 
with a draft of an ordinance creating 


a Water and Sewer Authority, did 


| Continued on Page 2, Column 8 
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eters but as a a practical matter 
it-enmeshes the whole subject in a vast 
amount of red tape. Plumbers say they are 
shunted from one bureau to another’and de- 


layed for many days in seeking installation 


permits. 


Meters sent to the Water Bureau 
for repairs are piled up like coal ina bin await- 
ing their turn. It has been estimated at City 
Hall that it would take five years under the. 


best conditions to complete city-wide meter- 


age, 


There should be some way to expedite it. 
Council, besides reducing rates, has asked the 
Director of Public Works to submit a pro- 


gram of progressive metering so that all out-: 


‘lets may be metered in the shortest possible 
s.’ time. It has also ordered a survey of the water. 
rate structure, , With re recommendations for bg 
sible « ‘changes. 
The whole water rent structure here hes 
‘been a hodge-podge. for many years. A city 


* 


half-metered, half-unmetered has inevitably. 


resulted in rate inequities that can be reme- 
died only by the metering of all, with reasona-' 
ble rates charged fort for the service given. 99 


ae iladelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 


for cleaning up City Hall, is‘on the warpath against the pro- 


Erosed Wate Water 


any trouble 


deal’—in other: words, 2 


& Sewer Authority. Says he: 
“The planis nothing more than a potential ‘boodle 
‘steal.’ It takes the water system 
out of civil service—and lets the politically-appointed Au- 
.\. thority members hire & fire at will. 
3 “The Authority gets a free hand with the projected 
$100,000,000 water & sewer improvement plan, Without 
they could scrap it or boost it up to $300,000, 
000 oy more. They could make any deals they want—in- 
eluding the Lehigh Coal & Navigation jand-selling offer - F 


already. rejected by the city .. As 


His guess at the real 


reason behind the Authority idea: to — 


tree the GOP from a headache & attempt - ope the Demos ~ 


\ ‘om making water @ campaign issue, 


a ® 


C00 & 


Water Authority. 
Urged by Mayor 


(oo 
va: 


Continued From First’ Page 


not discuss the merits’ of the pro- 
posal but stressed two things. 

One of these was City Council’s 
right to name all- ee members of 
the board of the ni “uthority. 

The other: was that e authority - 
would be empowered » only to take 
over, cperate, improve and extend 
water and sewage facilities but 
could not ‘embark on any other pro- 
ject without specific City Council 
authorization. 

The Chamber of. Commerce: in- 
| dorsement was announced in a letter 
| from: Victor F. Sheronas, chairman 
of the Chamber’s Civic’, Affairs 
| Council, to Frederic D. Garman, 
| president of City Ccuncil, ; : 


| ‘OUT OF POLITICS’ 


| “A Water and Sewer Authority, ms 
| Sheronas wrote, “would permit effi- 
cient operation of these utilities by 
| taking them out of politics and al+ 
lowing them to be operated by busi- 
nessmen.” 

Sheronas wrote that present plans . 
envision a 40-million-dollar sewer 
and sewage disposal program and a 
15 - million-dollar water improve- 
ments program. ‘These’ should be 
oe by an authority, he 
sai 


LACK OF METERS CITED 


He pointed out that ‘Jess than 
half of some 500,000 homes in this 
city have been metered” and said 
that “in many © instances” meters 
once installed have been removed: 
| for repairs “and never*réturned.” 

“This has resulted in the present 
disparity of rates which’ has caused 
a public uproar,” he said, citing {ae 
stances in which coniparable houses 
| have paid $8 yearly for water, if me- 
tered, and $40 yearly, if not me- 
tered. 

“This can and will be eliminated — 
under an authority operation,” 
Sheronas said, “for the authori 
can take immediate steps to instafl’ 
meters in all houses and factorieg 
without in any way. endangering the - 
borrowing capacity of the city.” 

The ordinance suggested by the’ 
Mayor would create a board of five 


members sitting for ter: ngi 
| from one to five year; - - : si 


REFUNDS AUTHORIZED © 

One of its immediate ities is 
the: public \ uror‘over inflated water 
charges, | cil passed resolutions: 
which. extended | the period in which 
‘no penalties 3 > charged on 1949 
ills, to Aug. 81, and 
Director of Public 

: ae 


é cad oy : 
water fixture su 
Ordinances were iced to fix 


a 25 percent ceiling on increases ‘on 
unmetered properties, and authoriz- 
ing refunds on bills already paid. 
These ordinances were considered by 
the Finance Committee during a re= 
cess and then passed on first reading. 


” 


2004.019.0028A 


City Officials t to 


Cut M ete er Pe Per rmit Re 
G2 ee es 
. A committee of city of 1 ¢ d 


Gnaster plumbers, will be set up to 
simplify the» procedure of issuing 
+ plumbing — installation — permits, 
| especially for water meters. 

The proposal to create.the com-' 
miitee was. made and approved 
yesterday at a meeting of city offi- 
‘{eials and 20. master . plumbers, 
representing five organizations. 

The plumbers, who complained, 
‘heatedly of red tape and long de- 
‘lays in issuing permits, arranged ; 
{ithe meeting with Frederic D. Gar-} 
(i; man, president of City Council. It | 

was*held as the result of a claim | 

by Councilman Louis Menna that | 
plumbers have been hiking their: 
‘charges for water meter installa- , 
}) tions. 
Present, at the invitation of Gar- 
Man, were Elbert J. Taylor, chief 
of the water bureau; Herbert M. 
| Packer, chief of the bureau of hous- 
‘ing and sanitation: Thomas Buck- 
ley, director of public works; Buck- 
ley’s deputy director, Louis Schnei- 
der, and Councilmen Phineas T. 
Green, Clarence K. Crossan and 
Garman. 

It was agreed that up to. five 
master plumbers will serve with 


CofC Calls a Water 


Ny 


a Water and Sewer >Authority, 
Ralph Kelly, president, said today,: 
because of the current need of “a 
\business administration by sincere, 
| non-partisan businessmen,”. 

The ‘successful experience of the 
[Soe with operation ofthe gas sys- 
tem by the Philadelphia Gas Works 
Co. was called by: Kelly “a practi- 
cal example of what can be expect- 
ed from a Water and Sewer Au- 
thority.” 

Joint control over water and 
‘sewers, | universal water. metering 
and a businesslike accounting and | 
billing procedure are some of; the | 
advantages of an authority, Kelly 
said. In Pennsylvania, he added, 73 
municipal authorities handle water 
and sewer facilities. 407 a 


City dena mentséar 1g : 
and otherwise facilitate the issuaneé of necessary permits for the 


Aid Plumbers — 


it Red Tape jy 
Pe ?..., officials on the new 


recommittee. An effort will be made 
to work out a permit system doing 
away with the present method, 
which requires plumbers to visit as 
many as six city offices in their 
as for permits, Meee 107 


6. OF ¢. PUSHES 


WATER BOARD 


day pushed its eins | 
for a city water and sewer au- 
thority by publishing results of a 
survey indicating that. one-third 
of all cities in the U. S. with more 
than 5000 population, have such 
an authority. : 

Opposition to the move for oe 
tablishing a water authority has 
come. chiefly. from the -Greater 
Philadelphia Movement, an or- 
ganization. of. businessmen and 
bankers, chartered this week. 

.Others opposed. to the authority | 
include the Citizens’ Council on 
City Planning, ich directed a, 
letter today =t ie ric D. Gar-, 
man, odes Of City Council,! 
saying the authority “was no in- 
fallible assuranée of sound busi- 
ness management lof service.’ 

The letters “signed: by- Walter 
Fesnak, chairman of the Citizens’ 
Council committee on Public Im- 
provement declared: the “establish= 
ment of an authority would be an 
infringement on the task of the 
proposed , Charter Commission.” 

It is the contention of GPM and 
the Citizens’ Council that the de- 
cision for an authority. be pest to 
the commission. 


eee 
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City to Cut Red Tape, hm 


fe hytheieniea! creature that has been 
around so long he’s almost a pet is the “Old 


" Water Snake.” It is the name given to pro- 


posals to spend city cash by the hundreds of 
millions to bring water down from the dis- 
tant mountains. 


Under some of the plans tens of millions 
would go to the owners of upstate land, re- 
puted to: i < ag to sell if they get their 


tics of a 0 CE ater Snake is its ability to 
appear in just about every disguise imagin-' 
able. Its versatility in this respect is so re- 
nowned that merely to mention a plan for 
better water is to raise the question in many 
minds whether that reptile is in again. 

Is the Mayor’s proposal of a Water and 
Sewer Authority the Old Water Snake, once. 


‘more trying to pull a fast one? It could be, 


and the safest course is to study the pro- 
posal very. carefully} before trying to give 
the answer. e 


Once cheated; W Water Authors might 


| find itself going to upland sources for water, 


oters on such a i but the An. 
thority would not be answerable to the vot- 
ers. If -City Council proposed to’ spend the 


‘scores of millions necessary to go upstate for 


water, the voters might turn down the loans. 
But an Authority doesn’t’ submit loans to the 
voters, . ey 

The’ ‘Authority is one of the inbat amaz- 
ing deviees for evading popular control ever 


to be held legal under a democratic form of 


me 
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URGES REMEDY EE | 

The city is losing hundreds of’ 
thousands of dollars annually,' 
| Crawford declared, through im-: 
| proper meter reading. He urged that 
| this condition be remedied at once’ 
| by providing competent personnel to 
| read meters, Finally, he recommend- 
ed that plumbing fixtures sold direct 
to the customer be reported to the 
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Water Meter Ownership” 


‘ Philadelphia got off on the wrong foot 
wh 


en it began to allow. property. owners. to 
own their own water meters, 1 
quences did not become embarrassi 


Water 
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By AUDREY HINSEY 
(DAILY NEWS. Staff Member) 


An ordinance to establish a 
water and sewer authority for the 


operation, improvement: and ex-| 


tension of the city water facilities 
was introduced today to City 
Council and ‘referred to the Pub- 
lic Works Committee for approval. 
Prepared by Frank F.. Truscott, 
city solicitor;‘the ordinance called 
|for establishing a five-man board 
to be selected by City Council. 
The board members: would be ap- 
pointed for terms of one to five 
| years. 
‘| To pave. the way for the water 
authority, a companion ordinance 
‘|was introduced killing the 15 res- 
Slutions adopted ‘by: the. Philadel- 
phia Municipal Authority in-1938. 
In effect, this ordinance, does 
away with the municipal authority, 
which has «been - dormant sinee 


11940. No new board members have’ 


been appointed to fill vacancies 
in the board since it was first 
established and virtually all of 
its resolutions have been ‘carried 


installation of water, heating and plumbing‘ installations, City 


iced 


out by various ordinances passed 


by. council under city im, ye 


ment programs. 
ntroduc- 


C. OF C. PROPOSED 

Coincident with the 
tion of: the ordirance to create 
a water authority, the Chamber 
of Commerce at a meeting of its 
board of. directors unanimously 
passed a resolution calling for the 
establishment of a = author- 
ity. 

The Chamber said the authority 
would permit efficient operation of 
the water utilities by “taking them 
out of the hands of politicians 
and allowing them to be operated 
by businessmen. - This method’ of 
operation would not only relieve 
the ‘city of great portion of its 
debt burden, but assures needed 
improvement ~ “and replacement 
Without the necessity of borrow- 
ing against the city’s credit. ‘ 

The city ordinance introduced 
to council ‘today provided that the 
appointment of the authority be 
effective as of January 1, 1950. 
Both. the proposed city ordirance 
|and the proposal of the Chamber 
of Commerce are for an authority 
limited to five years. 


ority 


_{ He. further 


Council spokesmen assured 
oe “plumbers yester- 


_ assurances were given at a 
imeeting of Council members. anc 
‘representatives of the Philadelphia 
‘Master Plumbers Association, helc 
\in Room 400 City Hall. The confer- 
;enee followed complaints by offi. 
\cers of the association. against re 
jmarks made last. week by Council 
‘man Louis Menna, who claimed tha 
‘plumbers were overcharging for th 
installation of water meters. 
[PROPOSES APPOINTMENT 
| Daniel D. Crawford, president « 
the Retail Merchant Plumbers As 
| sociation, one of five groups makin 
‘up the Master Plumbers Associatio? 
jrequested as-part of a program fe. 
the simplification of procedure “ii 
granting permits that Council Pres- 
‘ident Frederic D. Garman be autho 
lized to appoint up to, five me. | 
/plambers to conter with representa - 
| tives of the Department of Public 
i Works, the Bureau “of. Water, the 
Division of Housing and Sanitation, 
and the Receiver of Taxes office, on 
methods of eliminating red tape. 

Crawford also. protested that 
|plumbers are being ‘made tax col- 
‘lector8 for the city.” He cited the 
‘fact that before 
_ present, may get a permit for the in- 
| stallation of water fixtures, he must 


| cbtain verification of the fact. that. 
| the property owner is not delinquent) 


| in taxes. 

recommended that 
' Council provide adequate personnel 
in the meter repair shop of the 
Water Bureau, to cut down on the 
| 46,000 a2water meters now awaiting 
ep th the shop, . 


a plumber, at. 


city, as a means of checking-bootileg | 
installations, assuring ‘additional | 
revenue to the city, and eliminating | 
health hazards, met 
| Councilman Clarence K. Crossan, | 
| who attended the session with Gar-| 
| man, said he agreed with B, Herman | 
Moser, a director of the Retail Mer- , 
chant Plumbers Association, about | 
the complicated procedure now in- | 


| volved in getting permits at City | 


Hall, and told the group a bill which 
would have consolidated the various | 


permit-issuing agencies was intro- | 
duced in the last session,of the Legis- | 


latuxe, but died in committee. 
Elbert J. Taylor, 


the steps already taken to. simplify 
and facilitate the issuance of per- 
mits. In the future, he prémised, the 
city would not hold up permits for 
water meters because of rental de- 
linquencies. df 7) 


Philadelphia Water 


Department 


Historical Collection 
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chief of the’ 
Water Bureau, told the plumbers of | 


~\ a long time; but now they are h re, and the 
city faces the difficult task ‘of retracing 

“® steps that never should have been taken. 
q One result of private ownership of 
meters is that when a méter has to be re- 


that identical meter instead of installing 
another. 

Because it is impossible to keep up with 
the repair job, thousands of metered prop- 
erties go without meters for long periods. 

Another complication is that when the 
purchase of meters is left to the property 
Sf owners progress ard ‘universal metering 
is slow. Yet when proposals are-made to 
have the city buy and install meters on the 
services as yet unmetered, comprising about 
half the total number of services, the ques- 
tion is raised whether this would be fair 
to those who have bought their own meters. 

If it tackled the problem seriously, City 
Hall could doubtless work out a reasonably 
satisfactory answer, even though it had to 
pay something for privately-owned meters. 
The solution is not easy, but delay is not 
going to make it any easier. 

The Philadelphia Gas Works. Company 
and the Philadelphia Electric Company 
would consider private ownership of meters 
the height of folly. : 1G 


athe 


moved for repairs, the city must put back 
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Public cooperation in preventi 
of water is essential during spells of severe » 
heat and lofig-drawn out drought.such as that. 
which has afflicted the Philadelphia area dur- 
ing recent weeks—along with most of the 
Atlantic Seaboard. 

Those in charge of water supply, whether 
in the city proper or in the suburban commu- 
nities, can do everything possible to conserve 
water so that everyone receives an adequate 
share, but selfish wastage by a few consumers 
can upset their efforts. 

In weather like this the demand for water 


_ naturally shoots up suddenly to abnormal pro- 
portions. There’ is greater daily consumption 
‘ for drinking and for bathing purposes, and 


in many cases, especially in the suburbs, for 
irrigating lawns, flower beds and vegetable 


. gardens dried out because of lack of rain. 
_ Inaddition more water is used in the many. 
‘public and private pools to which overheated 


citizens of the city and vicinity flock to obtain 


‘some relief. 


The Water plants in Philadelphia and 


.. thority. 
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a good listener, Politeness required him to 
give a. Hearing. to. the authors of the Water 
and Sewer Authority. proposition. But it was 
time for him to grow indignant-when he was 
asked to sarrender his powers as head of 
the $100,000,000 municipal corporation and 
suggest the creation of a super-government 


to do part of the job he is paid for. 


If Philadelphia is unable to hire the best 


“brains available in the country to manage 


its water supply and its sewer system, the 
remedy does not lie in abdication to'an Au- 
It lies in Councilmanie action to 
pay: experts whatever their services are 
-worth in the open market. 


Resort to the creation of a Water and 
Sewer Authority would not alone be humil- 
iating to the man who proposes it—it would 
be an insult to the intelligence of Philadel-. 
phia voters and taxpayers. It is equivalent 
to saying to them: ‘Look here—you ought 
to have had gumption enough to elect a Chief 
Executive who can execute. But since you 
put me on this spot, I’m going to go out and 
find somebody who can function.” 

The Bulletin thinks better of the Mayor 
than he thinks of himself. He has all the 
necessary power an Authority would have, 
and he can get more to fit special require- 
ments upon consultation with Council. In 
this instance he seems merely to have taken 
' bad advice. 

When this City sets about the deatfing 
of a new Charter it won’t want to find any 
artificially erected obstacles in the way, or 
any part of the functions of City manage-— 
ment .and genuine Home Rule spirited away | 
and lodged in unreachable hands. The peo- 
ple of this community now have charge of 
their own. waternsupply and sewer operatic 
and if they don’t like the ac a 
can vote it out. 

But a Water-and Sewer Authority youl 
be out of reach of the voters. 

Everybody who has a vote in Philadel- 
phia would do well to think that one over. 


Not. Ww asfe Water! 

arV1 BME Frcarby communities are 

geared for the seasonal jump in consumption 

and are usually, from the standpoint of capa- 
city, able to take care of it. 

But the measures and precautions they 


‘may take can be unbalanced by Sudden ex- 


cessive use of water for long periods without 
a letup, possibly by protracted lawn or gar- 
den watering. 

The result may be a lowering of pressure — 
that will mean the reduction in water supply 
available to some houses at the very 
time they need it most. 

It becomes a tS I ‘duty to M- 


serve water, especially. luring heat wav: a 
dry spells, by using it 4 essentials onl 5) 
person permitting his law i 


on full force all day long is “hogging 
supply and unfairly preventing others t:vm» 
getting their share. 
So that everyone may have enough of this 
precious commodity in hot weather be sure to 
see to it that in your household water is not 
wasted, , HE & 


i 


rise 
or 


On 


an early date.” 


Mayor of the day-to-day prob- 
lems of this vast ‘utility opera- 
tion,” Kelly wrote, “and still keep 


of over-all responsibility. 
“It will give us an improved water 


more security against disaster, all 
with no risk to any city property, 
credit or revenues.” 


POINTS TO ADVANTAGES 


the city and its residents are com- 
mitted to public rather than private 
control of the system. And he point- 
ed. to the advantages that setting up 
of authorities have brought to other 
governments. 

Investigations’ by the chamber 
have disclosed various reasons why 
a publicly controlled, privately fi- 
nanced and independently operated 
authority represents ‘‘the best pos- | 
sible way of operating these services | 
which are se vital to the health and 
well-being of every one of us.” 


ONLY SURE METHOD 
“First of all the authority repre- 
Sents the best and, to my knowl- 


| edge, the only way in which we can 
; be sure that now and in the coming 


years needed repairs, replacements|' 


and improvements will not be held 
up because funds*cannot be made 
available promptly,” Kelly empha- 
sized. 

“Repairs and replacements now, 
urgently needed will cost in excess 
of $64,000,000. An authority can 
raise the necessary funds quickly 
and in far less time than a city. 

“The advantages of an authority 
in this respect are equally clear from 
the standpoint of long-term re- 
quirements. An authority can con- 
trol the time and issuance of its 
| bonds in much the same manner as 
does private enterprise. 


| INCENTIVE FOR ECONOMY 


“It can take advantage of fa- 
| vorable money market conditions 
| and refund when circumstances are 
favorable. It will not suffer the se-. 
vere handicaps concomitant with 
annual legislative budgets. 
“Moreover, since its bonds are pay- 
able only out of water and sewer rev- 
enues, there ,will be every incentive 
to economi¢ operation, Ends will 
have to be met. There will be no 
deficit financing. 
| “Finally, all water and sewer rey- 
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Ralph Kelly Says Authority 
~ Means Economy, Efficiency 


Ralph Kelly, president of the Chamber of Commerce, yesterday 
urged City Council: to pass promptly a pending ordinance which 
would establish a Water and Sewer Authority. : ‘ 

In a lengthy letter to Council President Frederic D. Garman, 
the chamber official called for the holding of a public hearing “at 
The ordinance was introduced and referred to 
Council’s Committee on Public Works several weeks ago. 

Kelly stressed that he is certain an authority would give the 
city and its people “all the advantages of a businesslike adminis- . 
tration and still retain public control.’ # 

“It will-relieve Council and the;————_- 


vested in them a large measure}. 


and sewer system, better water and! 


Kelly, in his letter, asserted that) 


Plan 


Researchers Honor 


ReportonAuthority 


The recent report by the Bureau 
of Municipal Research, “The 
Authority in Pennsylvania: Pro and 
Con,” has been selected by the 
Governmental Research Association 
as the “most noteworthy piece of 
\research” prepared by a member of 
|the association this year, according 
{to Frank C. Roberts, Jr., bureau 
president. |. 

The report, prepared by Mrs. 
Tina V. Weintraub and James D. 
Patterson, staff members of the 
bureau, was released last spring and 
formed the basis of the bureau’s 
stand on the proposed Philadelphia 
Water and Sewer Authority. At 


thet time the bureau urged a more* 


thorough exploration of the proposal 
before it was carried out. /O / 


“y 

Unseemly Haste 4); ea 

Just as the Charter Commission teebout: 
to study the city government and draw a 
new fundamental law for regulating, and 
everybody hopes, improving it, City Council 
and the Mayor are urged to shove a large 
segment of the government beyond the 
reach of the Charter Commission and the 
public which will later pass upon the Com- 


mission’s recommendations. 


It is a rather amazing fact that City 
Council and the Mayor have the legal right, 
without approval of the voters, to hand the 
city’s water and sewer facilities over to a 
Water and Sewer Authority, where it would 
be beyond any effective control by the pub- 


lic for at least 50 years. 


There is no emergency in the affairs of 


54,000 Water 


LIKE 


Being Installed in 


By WILLIAM F, FEIST 


New and re-conditioned water 
meters are being installed in Phila- 
delphia homes at the rate of 50,000 
annually, with prospects this figure 
will be increased substantially by the 
end of the year, Elbert J. Taylor, 
chief of the Water Bureau, an- 
nounced yesterday. 

He said that during the last year, 
25,000 homes were metered for the 
first. time, about 7000 of them being 
;new dwellings. This: leaves fewer 
| than 200,000 homes to be metered in 
| the city-wide metering campaign. 
| METERS REPAIRED 
| In the same period, Taylor said, | 
{25,000 reconditioned meters were 
installed in homes which previously 
had been on meter schedule. As a 
result of the speed-up, the number 
of defective meters awaiting repairs 
has been reduced, although the num- 
ber of such machines. is still—and 
| will remain+—quite large. 

“At present,” said Taylor, “we 
have about 8000 meters undergoing 
repairs at the Meter Division shops. 
This, of course, does not represent 
by any means the number of defec- 
tive meters, — 

“Complaints on defective meters 
each year run about 10 percent of 


Meters a Yea 


r 


Homes ! \ 


that about 21,000 meters are in need’ 
of repairs constantly.” i 


500 FIXED IN DAY ee 
On this basis, Taylor explh%ned, 
the city reduced the overall num- 


ber of defective meters by about 4000 
duririg the last year. He said slightiy 
more than 500 meters were repaired 
each working day, but that he hoped 
to boost this figure to 600 daily be- 
fore the end of the year. 

“Our chief difficulty in the past 
has been scarcity of parts,” said the 
Water Bureau chief. “Parts are now 
obtainable in sufficient quantities to 
meet all demands. We hope to in- 
crease our daily output of repaired 
meters’ with 10 new plumbers ,au-’ 
thorized by City Council.” : 

Meanwhile, applications for new 
installations are continuing to come 
in. An ordinance of City Cound), 
provided that householders applying 
for meters prior to last Nov. 1 woulc 
automatically go on metered wate) 
service this year. 


REQUESTS CONTINUE 
“That. provision,” he said, “re 
sulted in a flood of applications. W 
are still working on those applica 
tions, although new requests fc 


Py oS & 


the total installations, which means 


meters have been reaching us in cor 
| siderable numbers.” 

He said’ that in spite of the lar: 
number of new homes being erecte 
here, the total number of dwellin; 
now without meters was under 200 
000 for the first time in many year 


Low Water Cost. 


Almost nin 


re Bay 


reau. of Mun 


is now $8, for 


ter can be taken. 
the same charge, and four others make high- 
er charges. But 4,000 cubic feet is a rath- 
er low consumption, and the figures for 
higher quantities probably mean more. 
Nine of the 14 cities charge more than 
Philadelphia for 6,000 cubie feet, 10 charge 


more for 8,00 


| enues will of necessity be applied 

only for water and sewer expenses, 
| capital additions, or débt service and 
retirement.” 


REPAIRS ARE NEEDED 
Regarding the present system, 
Kelly said that it needed repairs, 
preventive maintenance, replace- 
ments and extensions.’ And, he add- 
ed, the unmetered half of the city’s 
| water system has to be metered, 


| Action is needed promptly, he rei-} 


terated, saying that whoever is to 
be. responsible will have! to raise 
money, plan the work, procure. ma-' 
terials, allocate equipment and per- 
sonnel and continue the rqutine op- 
erations meanwhile. tes 

“Tt is an amazing suggestion, com- 
ing from responsible people, that the. 
answer to this concedédly ‘pressing 
‘and serious problem’. caused’ by de- 


lay is more 


\¢ cham- 


ery res= 


delay,” Kelly Bids | 3 
that impe | phie ( 
tery | (on this subject, 


the water management that would justify 
such hasty action, even if there were no 
Charter Commission on the scene. In sewer 
management there not only is no emer- 
gency; there isn’t even any criticism. 

So the impatience of those who press 
Council and the Mayor for immediate ac- 
tion is hard to understand. Almost it looks 
as though the desire was to snatch water 
and sewer management from the Charter 
Commission and the public before the Com- 
ne has any opportunity to rae thay called “fixture 

Creation of a Water and Sewer Author- 
ity now, by action of Council, would be an 
affront to the Charter Commission and to 
the owners of the water and sewer facil- 
itie ‘the Philadelphia public. s0.4 


eo | 


the water rate 
Most of the 


inch size, and 


‘other cities, th 


trouble with d 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 
2004.019.0029A +. / 


Benne tin 
Pep SnafF 
e-tenths of Philadelphia’s con=' 


sumers who take their water through meters 
have five-eighths inch meters. Do they pay 
a high or a low price for what they get? | 
According to a tabulation for the largest 
14 cities of the country, compiled by the Bu- 


icipal Research, the Phila- 


delphia cost of this type of service is defi- 
nitely on the low side. 


The’ minimum charge for such service 


which 4,000 cubie feet of wa- 
Three other cities make 


0 cubic feet, and 12 charge 


more for 15,000 cubic feet. 

Because sewer charges are based on wa- 
ter charges, many Philadelphians not on 
meters are now becoming acutely aware of 


S. 
unmetered consumers, if they 


install meters, would get the five-eighths 


the figurés of the Bureau in- 


dicate that, compared with what is paid in 


ey would be getting a bargain. 


Most of them would get a bargain compared 
with what they are now paying on the so 


rates.” 


Not only are the charges low, but the wa- 
ter is Safe, there has lately been much less 


isagreeable tastes and odors, 


and much more improvement is in store//#7 
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Tread on Toes’ 


.@ WW GIS? 
pa nae cw ‘Starts its 
_ Job with Many 

he Ideas Proposed 163 
The city’s new Charter Commis- 


& 


' and a score of suggestions, 


sion was given a formal send-off, 
: last 

night as it started its job of draft- 
ing a new basic rule for Philadel- 


phia. 


"The recommendations came from 


representatives of several civic 
_ groups at a dinner staged in honor 
of the commission by the Greater 


i Philadelphia Movement. More than 


600 persons, especially chosen from 
every field of activity, attended the 
affair at the Bellevue-Stratford. 

' Among those on hand were Mayor 
Samuel and nearly every city offi- 


~ cial, political leaders and represen- 


» tatives of business, industry, labor 
_-and community groups. Of the 15- 


ie 


_ members commission only Judge 


_ Herbert E. Millen, who is ill, was 
missing. 

C. Jared Ingersoll, a co-chairman 
of the GPM, presided at the dinner 


- and told the audience that the com- 


¥ 
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He the authors of the 1919 charter now 
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E 


mew charter. 


- mission will Have to “tread on 
_ some toes” to produce an effective 
He said, too, that 
once the charter is drafted it is up 
to the people to see that it is put 
into effect. 


White Urges City Manager 


‘The suggestions heard by: the 
guests ranged from one for the 


en adoption of the city-manager plan 
ee 


- of government here to the proposed 


- elimination of the City Transit and 


City Architect’s Departments. 
Also recommended was the revamp- 
ing of the municipal personnel sys- 
Stem. through establishment of a 


|} strong, centralized authority. 


' ‘Thomas Raeburn: White, one of 


in effect, urged the Charter Com- 
~mission to consider the city-mana- 
ger plan. The present “strong 
mayor” type, he pointed out was 


“had less than one million popula- 


E tion and its annual expenditures 


were only a little more than $11,- 


: “Under the present system,” 
“White said, “it is impossible for a 
mayor to give a purely business ad- 
a ministration. He is bound to recog- 
nize his political associates who as- 


sisted in electing him. 


- “In other words, the administra- 
- tion is necessarily a political ad- 


- ministration and for that reason 

mistakes are made such as have 
been plainly disclosed in recent 
months in Philadelphia.” 


Smaller Council Asked 


Pal ont e 4 >é 
A reduction in the scope of the 
Department of Public Works was 
discussed’ by Henry C. Beerits, 
president of the Citizens Council on 
City Planning. He also recommend- 
ed a tightening-up of present char- 
ter provisions concerning the use of 
capital funds for maintenance work 
of temporary improvements. ~ 
He suggested that a new Depart- 
ment of Public Utilities take over 
the water and sewage systems as 
well as transit and lighting func- 
tions. Another of his proposals 


was for concentration of all rec-: 


reational facilities in a‘separate de- 
partment. ‘ 
Speaking on financial manage- 
ment, Alexander Biddle, of the 
Pennsylvania Economy League, 
suggested that the charter group 
consider the creation of a new De- 
partment of Finance, The new law, 
he added, might also require that) 
key officials with accounting Te- | 
sponsibilities be-certified public ac-‘ 
countants. 


Two Fields of Thought 


Dr. J. C. Phillips, associate pro- 
fessor of political science at the 
University of Pennsylvania, attrib- 
uted “the present spirited drive” for 
a new charter to“two diametrically 
opposed political philosophies,” 

One, he said, is the “spoils system” 
adherence of the typical party or- 
ganization. The ofher, embraced 
by “good government” associations, 
is characterized by faith in the mer- 
it system and free participation by 
the people in government, he added. 

The constant battle between these 
two fields of thought, he told the 
dinner audience, together with the 
numerous investigations and ex- 
posures within certain departments 
in Philadelphia, has been a vital 
factor in bringing the movement 
for a hgme-rule charter to its pres- 
ent form. 

Yesterday afternoon, at its first 
formal meeting, the Charter Com- 
mission announced it would ask 
City Council for $76,250 to finance 
its operation through next year. 
William A. Schnader, a member of 
the commission, said the charter 
drafting will probably continue, 
through 1950, 

In that case, he said, a new char-, 
ter would not be submitted to the 
electorate until 1951, 

The group appointed Paul A. Wol- 
kin, an attorney, of 5337 Wynnefield: 
av., as legislative draftsman at 
$6,000 a year for part-time services. 
A. former State Department offi- 
cial, Wolkin is an honor graduate, 
of the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School. 102 
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City to Construct 
New Water Plant 


Plans for installation of a $2,400,- 


In connection with the city-mana-; 
' ger proposal, White also recom-) 
ae ded the election of councilmen-' 
-large, instead of by districts, and) 
suggested that guarantees be placed’ 
~ in the new charter to provide mi- 
~ nority representation. He also. 
asked for a smaller council, sug-, 
gesting 15 as the maximum mem-; 
/ Receiver of Taxes’ W. Frank; 
“Marshall, he said, “put his finger 
» on the real trouble’ when he re- 
' cently answered critics of his ad-| 
"ministration by saying the diffi- 
: culties in his office were “due to 
E ‘the fact that he could not select 


x 
a 


his subordinates on the basis of 


| these but was obliged to accept 
an 


recommendation of politicians.” 
Frank C. Roberts, president of 
the’ ureau of Municipal Research, | 
uw’ Sted a reorganization of the, 
service system with a com-| 
“mis 10n composed of members nom- | 
ated by the presidents of the city’s 
adg colleges. This. would aid, 
e “he sa.d, in “divorcing the selection 
of a civil service commission from 
3 ordinary political@eonsiderations.” 


000 water treatment plant on Fox 
st. opposite the Queen Lane ave. 
filter. plant, were announced — by 
Mayor Bernard Samuel yesterday. 

Construction of the plant will 
begin immediately, it was announced 
as the mayor signed-a contract, with 
| Progressive Builders, Inc. The con- 
tract provides for construction ot 
;chemical equipment in connection 
‘with the existing plant on Fox st., 
/and a six-story administration build- 
hing. : 

Contracts for construction of a 
‘chemical building and for equip- 
‘ment will be awarded before com- 
‘pletion of the present contract, 
_PLANS FOR BUILDING 


| The proposed chemical building 
will house chemical handling equip- 
jment, storage bins and modern 
‘chemical feeders to be used in con- 
nection with the Queen Lane filters. 
Tunnels under Fox st. will connect 
jthe existing plant. There will be 
‘Concrete basins and mixing equip- 
ment which will settle and remove 
filth fromthe water to be distrib- 
uted from. the plant. 

_, The project is one of the most 
important in the water filtration 
plan. The preliminary. treatment 
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City to Construct 
New Water Plant 
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Continued From First Page 


plant will receive Schuylkill River 
water, from which heavier particles 
have been settled out in a pre- 
sedimentation basin, prepare it for 
sand filters and deliver it in a more 
Satisfactory state of purification 
than was possible under former 
methods. 

The chemical building will allow 
the use of alum or other chemicals 
for the application of odor and taste- 
removing treatment to city water. 


This type of treatment also steri- 
lizes the water against disease 
germs. Modern equipment for air 


handling of all solid chemicals and 
records of flows and treatments are 
to be included in the plant, design of 
which was approved under the city’s 
water works improvement program, 
‘begun in 1940, 

The area served by the Queen’ 
Lane project lies west of Broad st. 
and south of Hunting Park ave. 

nere also is service to. the. north 
ahd east, and much of the. water 
mixes with the Roxborough ‘and 
Oak Lane (Torresdale) supply. 

The plant will have a normal rated 
capacity of 120 million: gallons every 
24 hours. Its overload capacity, 


however, will be 25 percent above 
this amount. 


| ‘Water Plant 


' Treatment Works <_- 
To Cost $2,400,000 “Ss 


Gonstruction of a preliminary 
treatment plant at the Queen Lane 
filter station, delayed since 1942, 
pw finally get under way, Mayor | 

Samuel announced yesterday. 

The City has signed a contract 
with Progressive Builders, Inc., for 
construction of the plant and’ for 
the erection’ of two stories of an 
administration building at the site} 
Queen Jane and Fox st. The ex- 
penditure is $2,400,000, 

Approximately $700,000 more 
| will be needed to complete the ad- 

ministration building, which will be 
six stories high and house chemicals 
and feeding equipment. Contracts 
cS this work will be awarded in 


the near future. ; 

The new-treatment plant should 
give Philadelphians in that section | 
of the City improved drinking 
water. ; ths 

The plant will receive’Schuylkill 
River water and will thoroughly 
prepare it for entrance to filters, 
, the mayor said. “Increased plant 
j output and more _ satisfactorily 
treated water will be the result,” 
he stated, 

“The plant will have a normal 
rate capacity of 120,000,000 galions 
a day but will be capable of an over- 
‘load of 25 per cent above this 
amount. When completed, this will 
bea thoroughly modern plant and 
will be one of the largest in the, 
eastern. United States,” Samuel | 
said. H 
| The contract provides for the 
construction of tunnels connecting 
; under Fox st. to the present plant, 
| concrete basins with mixing equip- 
/ment for chemicals and equipment 


} 


{for removal of settled sludge. 


| . Bids for construction of the treat- 
/Ment plant were received in 1942 
but were delayed because of the 
war. 16.2 


_ Council by: the mayor. 


12 Million Asked 
For City Water 


A be bea € Ww SO 
Bucs Asks cil 


For Funds from Loan 


A request by Director of Public 
Works Thomas Buckley for appro- 
priation of $12,000,000 of loan funds, 
previously set aside for improve- 
ment of the water system, was for- 
warded today to City Council by 
Mayor Samuel, ‘ ‘ 

Appropriation of the funds would 
enable the department to go ahead 
with its large-scale capital improve- 
ment program of the water system, 
Buckley said: The funds are to be 
used for all phases, from planning 
to construction. 

Buckley also asked authorization 
to enter into contracts to extend 
the main Castor av. sewer from the 
end of the avenue at Delaware av, 
to the bulkhead line of the Dela- 
ware River, ; 

Permission to lay water pipes in 
Monument av. from Ford road to 
City av., and along City av. to a 
point 1,300 feet eastward, also was 
asked by Buckley. 4 

Residential development in that | 
area makes the water pipes neces- | 
sary, Buckley said, | 

The departntent has exhausted | 
funds for improvement of Essing- | 
ton av. from the: Delaware County | 
line at Bow Creek to Island av., | 
Buckley said. The project’ forms | 
a part of the Industrial Highway. 
Buckley asked authorization to 
transfer other loan funds to the 
work. 

A. request by Earle. N, Barber, 
chairman of the Redevelopment Au- 
thority, for passage af several Teso- 
lutions making. application for pre- 
liminary and final. advances of 


_funds from the federal Housing and, 


Home Agency, was’ faiwar ed to’ 


| € said the 

resolutions are “necessdiy steps for 

the city’s participation in the fed- 
Sa 


_ eral program.” 
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Special Agency for Water Needed 


Fifth of Six Articles 
“By Frederic G. Hyde 


SlicENTLY, because of New York 
Y€ City’s desperate water shortage, 
imentators and cartoonists here 
Gie hada chance to quip that 
N.jadelphia water, while awful 
lv to taste, was at least plentiful. 
Nieirs was a rueful sort of humor at 


ist. 
n For the fact remains that this city 
daces a water-supply problem quite 
‘as stupendous, in proportion, as New 
York’s. Philadelphia now draws the 
bulk of its supply—approximately 
357,000,000 gallons daily, according 
to the Bureau of Municipal Re- 
search—from the Schuylkill and the 
Delaware, and has to chlorinate and | 
filter it to remove the impurities | 
dumped into both sources by up- 
stream communities. 5 

As New York goes ahead with its 
program of tapping the Delaware’s 
/wpper reaches to supplement its 
‘water supply, Philadelphia in turn 
will be forced to look to the Po- 
| conos for a new source. Eventually 
this is going to mean an outlay of 
millions for mew reservoirs and 
| aqueducts. 
|». And, despite extensive but large- 
lly unpublicized replacements, the | 
city has an enormous job ahead of! 
it in installing a new system of 
water mains. Some of those now in 
| use date back almost to the found- 
ing fathers, as main breaks and lo- | 
calized water shortages too fre- 
quently testify. 

** * # 

S A job of this magnitude to be 
| & left in the hands of a city agency 
which, although it boasts one of the 
best engineers in the country and a 
| competent staff, is still subordinate | 
‘in status? That is another of the 

questions the City Charter Commis- 
‘sion, now drafting a new basic law 
for Philadelphia, probably will be. 
_called upon to decide. 

' At present the Water Bureau, 
‘under Elbert J. Taylor as chief, is a 
| division of the Department of Pub- 
lic Works, whose director is Thom- | 
as Buckley. In addition, the depart- 
| ment comprises the Bureau of High- 
| ways and Street Cleaning, Lighting 
|and Gas, City Property, Mechanical 
‘Equipment, Engineering, Surveys | 
‘and Zoning, Aeronautics and the 
Boards of Highway Supervisors and 
Surveyors. Thus, exclusive of the 
Water Bureau, Director Buckley 
has his hands full: : 

Obviously the agency that handles 
the city’s water supply in the future, 
| by whatever title it is known, will 

need a free hand, and that means 
independent status, as a department 
in its own right. 

| The National Municipal League, 
‘in its “Model City Charter,” does 
| not go into detail on this point, ex- 
| cept to provide in an appendix that 
“the city shall, Have power to own 
and operate any public utility, to 
construct and install all facilities 
that are reasonably needed, and to 
Jease or purchase any existing util- 
ity properties used and useful in 
public service.” 

Philadelphia. already has such | 
power; the question is how and by 
what agency it shall be employed. 


-_ * *€ | 


HE Charter Commission, if it de- 
cides against setting up a De- 
partment of Water under either a! 
city manager or a strong mayor and 
council, conceivably could solve the 
problem by recommending that the 
city go back to the State Legisla-~ 
ture for power to establish a Phila- 
delphia Water Authority. | 
An authority, as opposed to @ city | 
department, would have the ability 
to issue its own bonds for the con- 
struction of a new water-supply 
‘system. This might be a decisive 
advantage, since by so doing, the 
‘city could avoid a further drain on 
its own borrowing capacity. H 
But from the viewpoint of estab- | 
lishing a competent city charter, 
free of loopholes and leaving’as few | 
loose ends as possible,.a water au- 


thority could..be considered a dis- | 
| tinct. draw’ . In the Board of 
Education, the city already has one 
Sh ” autonomous agency 

ty planters de mob 
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2 r for: more. : *s 
As mentioned previously, all ques-. 
tions of setting up. new depart- 
‘ments, shifting. bureaus from one 
‘department to another, and other- 
| wise tinkering. with the organiza- 
| tional structure of the city govern- 
|ment. become aéademic if the City 
Charter Commission recommends a 
‘city manager setup. = — 
In such a case the manager would 
form his own organization. Under a 
| strong mayor, governing with coun- 
| cil, the commission might go so far 
as to specify the number of depart- | 
ments and the jurisdiction of each, 
* * * 


ANY other cities, for example, 
| have separate police and fire 
departments. These are now com- 
bined in Philadelphia under the 


make the department the biggest | 
single unit in the city, in point of | 
personnel, but the department has 
only a few other functions, which 
might be transferred to other agen- 
cies if fire and police became depart- 
ments in their own right. 

| This might seem a purely techni- 
cal question, except for one factor: 
the Philadelphia Automobile Club 


city’s constantly increasing traffic | 


congestion. Here is a problem that 
literally threatens Philadelphia’s 
very life as a community. : 

Department stores here already 
are being forced to establish 
branches in the subtirbs as the only 
means of retaining the trade of out- 
of-town shoppers who refuse to be- 
come entangled in the hopeless snarl 
of mid-city traffic. 

The trend, if continued, may even- 
tually leave the heart of the city 
(the so-called “high value” area 
which pays a heavy portion of the 
real estate taxes) little more than 
a shell. Halting it is a, 
enough for any city departme 


iT TP TO now, this dis 


ministrators who would conduct the 
city’s daily affairs under the new 
charter, and may have seemed to 
neglect the ones who constitute the 
people’s voice in government: the 
members of City Council. The lat- 
| ter, too, appear to be in for a shuf- 
fling at the hands of the Charter 
Commission. 

The basic questions concerning 
Council boil down to two: First, does 
| that body as it is now elected pro- 
vide adequate and fair represe 
tion for the great body of t 
ers generally? and second, % 
Council have as great an inf 
| as it now wields in the administra- 
tion of public affairs, as opposed to 
pure policy-making? 

To take the second question first, 
because it requires less space, a City 
Council which meddles to any ex- 
tent in administration violates a 
cardinal principle of American gov- 
ernmental theory: that of checks 


Department of Public Safety. They| | and balances. 


Council is supposed to be the legis- 
lative branch of the government, 
| confining itself to policy and law-~ 
|making and leaving the execution, 
or administration, of its policies to 
the executive branch, the mayor 
and his department heads, while 
the-courts, the third branch, settle 
any disputes between them and see 


that neither the legislative nor’ 


(AAA) is backing a proposal for @ executive functions are abused. 


Department of Safety and Trans- 
portation, which presumably would 
take over and enlarge the functions 
of the present Bureau of Traffic En- 
gineering. Such a department 
\would have its work cut out for it 


| 


in attempting to reduce Philadel- | 
| phia’s still tragically heavy toll of | | parts of what Treasurer Richardson 


deaths and injuries resulting from 
traffic accidents. 


| Still another chore for the same | 


department, if it were created, 
-would be to fird a solution for the 


*- + * 


NDER. 2 political setup which 
until last Nov. 8 closely approxi- 
mated a one-party system, the lines 
‘of demarcation between the three 
had grown exceedingly dim. With a 
|few shining exceptions, all were 


Dilworth used to call “the City Hall 

gang.” : 
Whether the Charter Commission 

|can produce a lasting and effective 


seem easier—but 
can’t counton it. |. em, 

Installation of a city manager 
form of government would be one 
way of rest effective separation 
of functions. A simon-pure profes- 
sional manager, to protect his job 
and his reputation, would see to it 
that council did not encroach on 
his domain as administrator. 

If such a plan were adopted, the 
commission might also provide for a 
much smaller council than the pres- 
ent one of 22 members. This is 


standard practice in other major | 


city-manager cities, such as Cincin- 


“6 nati, which has nine councilmen; ’ 


Kansas City, Mo., nine, and Roches- 
ter, N. Y., nine. 

A smaller council gives its indivi- 
dual members more work to do in 
committee, less time for politick- 
ing—and, since the prestige of the 
job is in inverse ratio to the num- 
ber of council members, it is ar- 
gued, better candidates will seek 
election. 

* * = 

F INSTEAD of a city manager the 
commission were to retain the 
present system of a mayor and 
council, but give greater powers to 
the mayor as a means of centraliz- 
ing responsibility, it would still be 
possible to reduce the size of coun- 
cil, with the effects set forth above. 

Council then would become more 
of an advisory group—though this is 
something that cannot be carried 
too far, lest the people find they 
have handed over their powers to a 
potential dictator. 

Quite aside from the place of 
council in the government, and the 
part it is to play, is Question No. 1, 
asked earlier. How well it repre-- 
sents the people is a matter that in- 
volves the basis on which it is se- 
lected, and whether any provision 
is made to assure the minority of 
some voice, regardless of how badly 
it has been outvoted. These topics’ 
will be taken up tomorrow in the’ 
final article of this series. f 


Concluded Tomorrow 
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x ing costs down and income up. 
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City Council is under ever .,cfeasing 
pressure to: keep water and sew  operat- ' 
‘he whole | 


public improvement program depends upon | 
keeping these facilities on a self-sustaining - 
basis. Sie 
Universal metering would help keep op-_ 
erating costs down, and would make it far 


easier for Councif to face consumers on the 


“question of fairness of its charges. On the 


n | 


. 


issue of fairness the heat on Council has— 
grown so intense that the Director of Pub- 
lic. Works has been asked to make a sur- 
vey of the charges for unmetered service 
and recommend a program for complete 
metering of all properties. te 
The Director will encounter some knotty 
problems, but they can all be solved. Pur- 
chase of meters by the City in quantity, 


“and systematic installation by city forces 


or persons working under city supervision, 
would probably make the. work cheaper. 
Metering every unmetered. service is a. 
fairly long operation, at best... The City 
Planning Commission has. been suggesting 
that $1,000,000 a year be spent.on it for six 
years. Its plan is to assess the property 
owners for the cost, a method which they 


_ might welcome if it brings relief from high 
_ water and sewer rents, Such.a process car- 
_ ries just a step further the assessment of 
frontage charges for laying water and 


sewer pipes. 
City ownership of the new meters is to 

the essence, and that raises the question of 

acquiring title to the privately owned me- 


ters now in place. Perhaps the city could 


buy them. With depreciation. written off, 
many of them can’t be worth much any 
more. e LO# 


Dor ¢ Waste: 
Against W: 


Philadelp fans . 


UN EARTHING TREE-TRUNK WATER MAINS. 
Frank De Felippes (left), foréman of a construction cre w, and Al 
water inspector, looking over the tree trunks w water m 
for more than 200 years. They were dug up y 
on the Vine st. improvement program. Tyman 
connection between the logs. The wood seems unharmed by 


we 


- 


hich served as water mains und 
esterday near 10th st. as work progressed® 
holds one of cast.iron pipes that served as a 


N VINE STREET 
Tyman, a city 
ine st. 


the long service, 
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The growth of cities has created new 
water supply problems in the country at~ 
largé.* Industrial use of water has enor- 


=) 


_ — 
Water Supply 726 


ee 


Worth heed ng is Judge Grover C, Ladner’s 
warning that Philadelphia should be wary of 
New York’s plans to help solve its water 


shortage problems by diverting more ‘millions 
of gallons daily from the upper Delaware 
River and its tributaries. = = | 

The veteran water conservationist says 
that such a project would “rob the people of 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey of their rights 
to the water of their own watershed.” It is 
his belief that New York should undertake 
a stream clearance program in the Hudson 
River similar to that now being conducted by 


Philadelphia in the lower Delaware and the 


Schuylkill, to ease its water difficulties. 

A tri-State water pact, allocating to New 
York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey the 
amounts to which each is fairly entitled, is 
needed for the Delaware watershed. .A pre- 
liminary report on this subject by the Inter- 
State Commission on the Delaware River 
Basin suggests a three-State compact for an 
integrated water project in the upper Dela- 
ware to supply the metropolitan areas of New 
York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. It calls 
for reservoirs which, according to J udge 
Ladner, would be used initially to provide a 
billion gallons a day for New York. ; : 

_A full report by the Commission is:due in 
August. Before it is approved, and the go- 
ahead signal given for new large-scale dipping 
into the Delaware by New York, assurance 


‘must be given that the rights of the Phila- 
‘delphia area in the distribution of Delaware - 


water are fully protected for the future. 
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with Dry Fridays and Save-Water Thu. __ 
days, They haven’t been able to alibi a need-_ 
ed shave by boasting that a fuzzy face 
proved civic patriotism. They haven’t had 
to stint on baths and dish-washing. = 
The well-advertised plight of New York-. 
ers has been due to.an unusually prolonged 
period of drought. The shortage brought 
to public attention a long list of wasteful 
practices which aggravated it. The drip- 
drip of countless leaky faucets wastes mil-) 
lions of gallons in every big city. Philadel- 
phians are as wasteful as other Americans’ 
in the use of water. 6 
New York’s plight, however, may have 
made many grumblers at the quality. of 
Philadelphia’s water realize the city’s great. 
good fortune in having such enormous 
potable resources in the two rivers that 
flow by its doors. No one questions ‘that 
the system needs improvement, the begin- 
ning and indispensable foundation of which 
would be the cutting off of waste 
New York’s troubles generated a nation-. 
wide seare because they raised the fear of 
serious depletion of the country’s water 
resources, There was apprehension of an 
ominous general lowering of the water 
table in the, underground sources. But the 
national situation, according to Secretary 
of the Interior Oscar Chapman, is. reassur- 
ing. We shall never run out of water in the 
foreseeable future, if adequate protection 
measures are taken, say departmental ex-. 
perts. 


— 


mously increased the drafts made on under- 
ground water supplies. That is why the 
Federal Government is takiig water con- 
servation seriously. All its efforts are 
co-ordinated. Flood control, an official re-- 
port says, is actually a program for the use 

of flood waters, and for the conservation of 
*the water resources of the nation. When 
storage is used as a flood control measure 
an effort is made to put the stored waters 
to immediate beneficial use. 


There are those who see in the oceans 
of the globe inexhaustible supplies of po- 
table water. Distillation experiments in 
World War II were notably successful: in 
yielding drinkable water. ne cae 
_. But nothing that may come in the fu- 
ture decreases the necessity of conserving 

present supplies, especially by avoiding 
waste, Pe ee 10 $f: 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 
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, urban Water Co., as 


Huge Perkiomen Dam M 
Urged as Water Source 


Creation of 750-Acre Lake 


Plans for a large dam in the Upper Perkiomen Valley, which: A 
would create a 750-acre lake, have been filed with the Water and: + 
Power Resources Board in Harrisburg by the Philadelphia Sub- 
pokesman for the company announced yes= 


cent of water resources from: which to draw for distribution for 
consumers throughout the Main Line area. 


The company proposal was submitted as a conservation meas~- 


ee | 
Ous oi 
es Illustrated on Page 12 


; ire. i Hurling tons, of debris into the air, | Eoxaake : Gerofsky telephoned the Electri-| hag rampaged through that section. Ey Pde ki: 0@. “fe Ae K/fo 
es NM yY USAFE &- 3 / “ /. 50 'a 48-inch high-speed water main | bree cal Bureau. Within a few minutes|One crew closed a series of valves,| | Guess Seeks hid 
; | burst in Devereaux st. just west of | WATER BLOCKS BOULEVARD | «+ jeast 20 more calls came into City| working westward from Frankford) | ©. ‘Meode 
Su by rba nN Com an p FOpOoSses the Roosevelt blvd. at 4:20 A. M,| | Roosevelt blvd., main traffic ar-/| Hall. : ____ | ave., about a mile seat of the break. -~ To Make Early Plans 
D x 2) . : hou. {tery between this city and New| Red car- patrolmen’ Frederick while a second crew worked from! a 


yesterday, spilling hundreds of thou- 
sands of gallons of water over a wide 


jarea, 
.The break was in a five-mile-long 
feeder line running from the Lard- 
ner’s Point Pumping Station along | 
the Delaware River in Tacony, to} 
ithe Oak Lane Reservoir, at 5th st. | 
and Chelten ave. ’ | 


; water, according to Rene A. Leaf, 
district superintendent for the Bu- 
|reau of Water. The supply to the 


Continued From xirst Page > 


}fc.t deep in a grass terrace that 
divides Deveraux st. into dual traf- 
| fic lanes. The water, geysering 12 
|feet into the air at the outset, ran 
for two hours and 10 minutes before 
two emergency crews supervised by 
Leaf cut the pressure by closing a 
series of valves on each side of the 


bris cascaded down the Devereaux 
st. grade, carrying tons of rock and 
dirt. At the peak of the trouble, the 
| water reached a four-foot depth on 
the boulevard for two squares in 
jboth north and south directions. 
;Only a single traffic lane at the 
;extreme eastern side of the boule- 


rae was blocked as water @nd de- 


| traffic was diverted into Bustleton 
;ave., north of the trouble ares. Park 
| Guards, dispatched from the Hunt- 
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heard a torrent of water. He thought 
it was a cloudburst, looked out the 
window and saw water geysering 
from the highway terrace in front 
of the home of Lovis Smith, at 1546 
Devereaux st. 


PHONES ELECTRICAL BUREAU 


Arndt and Daniel Abt, of the Rising 
Sun ave. and Benner st. station, 
first policemen on the scene, said 
the water was towering 12 feet into 
the air from a five-foot hole in the 
terrace when they arrived. 

The water in Devereaux st. was| 
then five feet deep, cascading toward 
Roosevelt blvd., swirling at a ter-! 
A sedan parked in front | 


ried along by the flood until it. ram- 
med into another car, 


TRAFFIC DETOURED 


Up Boulevard 


“sharp popping” sound, then hejed the area to-sée if gas 


he ae es 


Z, 


mains had 
been damaged. { 

Storm sewers were not capable of) 
handling the overflow and streets! 
were still awash hours after the 
break occurred. ras . I 

Two crews, working under Leaf, | 
finally cut the pressure but not, 
before thousands of tons of water | 


et ae id 


{ 


Loretto ave., just westward of the 
trouble spot. f 

Leaf explained that this is a di-. 
rect high speed pressure line to the 
Oak Lane Reservoir so therefore no! 
properties were affected. The 
paralelling 30-inch line is the water! 
source for that area, he said. 


chemicals such as phenol cause 
Philadelphia water to. taste badly 
|at times. Carbolic ‘acid belongs: to 


Authority Aske 
To Handle Water 
For Three States 


Pending Legislation 


~ “Creation of a Delaware River 


Water Commission, as the first step 
“in a long-range plan to solve the 
water problems of metropolitan 
New York, New Jersey and Phila- 


A ay 


iphia, “today was asked of the 


| terday. OP ae vard was open to traffic. ~ | rifie pace. I ‘ nors of three states, 
_ The dam, according to the plan, would store some 4,000,000,000 | NONE WITHOUT WATER Northbound traffic was shunted} of the home of po J. McCar- on es ae a iy ws wala “i 
| gallons of water and would give the company an additional 35 per- | No properties were left. without | to this single lane while southbound thy, at 1564 Devereaux’ st., was car- R GRAHAM explained that _ : : 


_ »metropolitan centers could be sup- 
plied with 1,500,000,000 gallons of 


ter daily, sufficient to meet fore- 


| ths phenol group. Ozone oxidizes it, ~ seeable needs for the next 50 to 100 
that is, it destroys the odor by years. : 
|ehanging the chemical compound of The initial phase of the project, 
phenol, joining it. with oxygen. to serve New York and northern 
“Although the use of oxygen in New Jersey, would cost an esti- 
water has heen known/for a long “ated $500,000,000 to $600,000,000. 
time I believe Philadelphia is the |. ‘The Philadelphia end of the proj- 
first city to put it into large scale ect would come later. No cost esti- 
usage,” said Dr. Graham, whose of- ‘mate for that was announced. 
fice in the Academy is a branch of _ othe recommendation was submit- 
the U. S. Geological Survey. “Re- ted to Governors Dewey of New 
Search workers have done marvel- ork, Driscoll of New Jersey and; 
ously in the developement of ozone.” Duff of Pennsylvania by the Inter- 
‘Dr. Graham said an underground State Commission on the. Delaware 
source of supply for drinking water River Basin, whose office is here. 
was not a favorable prospect in the Incodel has advisory powers only, 


'ing Park. barracks, found a half 
dozen vehicles. stranded along the 
Boulevard as the water rose. high 
enough to stall their motors. Bus 
lines using the Boulevard were re- 
routed around the flood, 


| CELLARS FLOODED 


The water flooded the cellars of 
five homes on the southern side of 
Devereaux st. and undermined 300 
feet of concrete highway leading 
from the point of the break to Roose- 
velit blvd. The damage under the 
lawns of the homes facing the break 
is extensive, according to prelimin- 


ure and pointed out that the ; 
dam would store flood waters 
|which would be released in even 
flow along the Perkiomen Creek. 

The overflow would run down the 
Perkiomen to a point near Oakes, | 
Pa., where it would be pumped across 
country to the Pickering Run plant 
of the water company on the Schuyl- 
kill, between Phoenixville and Val- 
ley Forge. From that point it would 
be distributed to consumers in the 


reservoir was maintained through a | 
| 30-inch main which also runs under 
Devereaux st., about 20 feet south of 
the 48-inch line. 

The pressure ripped a cavity 15 | 
feet long, six feet wide and about 20 


The flood boiled over the southern 
pavement onto the lawns of dwell- 
ings at the eastern end of the block. 
Cellars were flooded at the Smith 
and Gerofsky homes as well as those 
of Mrs. Pauline Gua-nere, at 1576; 
Arthur Bloch, at 1574, and Michael 
Poluchuck, at 1572,> 

As the bouleyard became impassa- 
ble, Park Guards, under the com- 
mand of Sgt. Edward’ Paul, shunted ; 
traffic around the area. Ai its worst, | 
the flood covered the boulevard from 
Lardner. st. on the south, to McKin- 


Water Company 
- 


Seeks fo Dam 1 
“srcoamatt-- ThePerkiomen 


Coniiaued on Page 14, Column 3 


lak@- some 16 miles in circumference, : ary tests. ley st. on the north. Some of the | Philadel hia, but the new commission would 

would cover wooded areas and farm- y-4 hes beet iM GIF So , Leaf said .the break occurred sailed cars were at the scene until | stitute re ie tae radi “ me have power “to plan, finance, con- | 

A jland and would necessitate the - ; Plan Would reate |where the line crosses a filled-in 7 A.M. Among them was a towing He said the supply of ground water struct. and operate an integrated | 
Aye routing of some secondary Se “4 ; railroad cut. ‘The made ground, Leaf | truck that was hauling a sedan that | is vital to the industrialists in this water project.” 
PUMPING the area, the cg a ae ON 750-Acre Lake in said, washed out beneath the pipe, | had figured in a collision. 3 area. Extensive research is being Wants Temporary Authority 


would extend at one point into the 
borough of Pennsburg. 

_ The watershed created by the dam 
would extend into Upper Milford) 
township in Lehigh county and: 


causing it to sag, then break. Leaf 
said the line broke at the same point 
about a year ago but damage then 
was not so extensive., 

Morton Gerofsky, 19, a clerk at 


‘| STATION 


VALLEY,FORGE PARK 


conducted by the Geological Survey 
to determine the quantity and quali- 
' ofthe undergro 


HOUSEHOLDERS WARNED 


At the outset of the flood, Leaf’s 
men and poliee officers went through 
the block warning householders to 


It was proposed that pending 
creation of the new authority by 
law, Incodel be “empowered to act 
as a temporary Delaware River 


5 Montgomery County 


+6 
The Philadelphia Suburban 
Water Co. today asked state ap- 


Proposed Perkiomen Creek 


water project. Dotted line indi- 
cates where water would be 
| pumped from creek to pumping 


stations. 


said, the now ha 

for its needs, but of infer qual- 
ity. Philadelphia is now engaged in 
a.water improvement program and 
consequently may not: desire to 
participate at once in the new proj- 
ect, it was said. 

“However, the time will come: 
when'Philadelphia should be served 
by such ‘a project, and the project 
has been designed to meet this 
situation,” Incodel said. When 
Philadelphia wants to join in the 
project, 500,000,000 gallons a day 
will be available for it, the report 
Stated. ; 


Long Tunnel Envisioned 


The first stage of the project, 
to give New York and northern 
Jersey an extra 450,000,000 gallons 
@ day and to maintain a 4,000 cubie 
feet a second:.flow past Trenton, 
‘would entail construction of new 
storage reservoirs at. Cannonsyille, 
Barryville, Godeffroy and Summit- | 
ville, New York, and the construc; | 
tion of a tunnel connecting thig | 
chain of reservoirs with the water | 
mains of New York and New Jer- 
sey. 

When Philadelphia wants more 
‘water from the Delaware, a 1212 
000,000,000 gallon storage reservoi 
would be built on the main char: 
nel of the Delaware at Wallpac!. 
Bend, above Stroudsburg. From 
this reservoir, water would come, 
to Philadelphia either through 3 
tunnel connecting with the the 
Queen lane filter plant, or through 


drainage would include parts of 
Washington and Hereford townships, 
in Berks county, and Douglass, Up- 
per Hanover and New Hanover town- 


ship in Montgomery county. 


‘MADE 18-MONTH SURVEY _ 


Streams feeding the Perkiomen 
north of Green Lane would fill the | 
lake, particularly during the rainy 
and flood water seasons. The com- 
pany proposal was made after an} 
18-month survey. 

‘The area covered by the lake would | 
be above Green Lane near Montgom- 
ery County Park. 

Montgomery County Commissioner 
Foster C. Hillegas, who represents 
the constituents in the Pennsburg 
area, said “nobody has formed an 
opinion on the proposed dam.as yet. 
We want to know more about it be- 
fore passing our judgment.” - : 
INVOLVES KNIGHT FARM 


Judge Harold C. Knight, president 
judge of the Montgomery County 
Court, who lives on a 200 acre farm | 
in the Pennsburg vicinity, said the 
proposed dam would inundate 150 
acres of his land as well as his home. 

“While I would not take $500,000 
for my home, and it is not worth 
such a sum, I would not oppose any 
such public project and I will not 
join in any protest,” Judge Knight 
| said. £26 


_€vacuate their properties, 


proval of a plan to build a big dam 
in the Upper Perkiomen ‘Valley. 

The project, as outlined by the 
company to the Water and Power 
Resources. Board in Harrisburg, 
would result in the creation of a 
lake covering 750 acres above Green 
Lane near Montgomery County 
Park. ; i 

The overflow from the dam, 
whcih would block up the Perkio- 
men.Creek, would run down the 
valley to a point near Oaks. From 
there it would be' pumped cross- 
country to the company’s Pickering 
Creek plant on the Schuylkill River, 
between Phoenixville and Valley 
Forge, and then distributed to con- 
sumers throughout the Main Line, 

The proposéd lake would cover 
farmland and wooded areas. A 
Spokesman said the company owns 
a large section of the land and 
some farmers would be forced to 


the 30th st. Postoffice, said the break 
occurred shortly after he arrived at 
his home, 1542 Devereaux st., from 


check their heating plants, some of 
which burn illuminating gas. Later 
in the day emergency crews of the by: 


* 


work. Gerofsky said there was a 


e most serious 


Philadelphia Gas Works Co. check- 


world today 


Also. some secondary roads 
would have to be rerouted, the 
company said. 

To the. north, the watershed 
would extend into Upper Milford 
‘Township in Lehigh County. In ad- 
dition, the drainage area would in- 
clude parts of Washington and 


Hereford Townships, in Berks | 
County, Douglass, New. Han- 
over and. er Hanover Town- 
ships, in*Montgomery County. 

The lake would be filled by the 
waters from many small streams 
which flow into the Perkiomen at 
points north of Green Lane. 

The company’s application comes 
after a, survey of more than 18 
months, the company said. 


‘Ladner Assails I neodel Plan 


To Supply Water For New York 
3 ALP we fin SSS SO ; 


Judge Grover C. Ladner, of Or- 
phans’ Court, is today definitely op- 
posed to a project to divert 400,- 
000,000 gallons of water a day from 
the Delaware River to help solve 
New York City’s water shortage. 

The $540,000,000 plan is part of 
a program of reservoir and aque- 
duct construction recommended by 
engineers of Incodel, the Interstate 
Commission on the Delaware River 
Basin. It is designed to solve wa- 
ter problems of both New York City 
and the Philadelphia metropolitan 
area. 

Addressing a dinner meeting of 
the Water Resources and Pollution 
Committee of the Greater Phila- 


delphia-South Jersey Council at the | 


Ritz-Carlton Hotel last night, Judge 
Ladner said he could see no reason 
why Philadelphians should surren- 
der their rights to_the waters of 
‘the Delaware. ‘ 


Urges Hudson Project 
“New York City should under- 
take a stream clearance program 
on the Hudson similar to the one 
Philadelphia is now conducting on 
the Schuylkill,” the judge declared; 
“This would provide an adequate 
answer to New * ork City’s water 
‘shortage probleim,” Se 
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Francis A. Pitkin, chairman of | 
Incodel and executive chairman of | 
the state planning board, criticised 
Ladner at last night’s meeting for 
his “ill considered” statement on 
the project. . 

“Either Pennsylvania, New York 
and New Jersey enter a co-opera- 
tive compact to solve this problem,” 
Pitkin asserted, “or we are inviting 
the federal government to step in 
With its own solution.” : 

Ladner warned that such a com- 
pact would force a “superstate” on 
|the waters of the Delaware ‘River 
Basin, ; 


Cites 1931 Court Decision 


“A tri-state compact,” he- said, 
| “would repeal all the safeguards in 
|a 1931 Supreme Court decision 
| which specified the conditions un- 
der which New York City could di- 
vert 440,000,000 gallons per day 
from the upper Delaware tribu- 
taries,” : 

Ladner interpreted the 1931 de- 
| cision as giving the Supreme Court. 
power to increase or decrease al- 
lotments of water to New York in 
accordance with conditions, ’- 
_ “Under a compact,” he continued, 
“New York could be’ over optimis- 


estimating her needs and 


basis of ali | iS 

water” said Hlader. “With 
can have al- 
h.” ay 


omorrow 407 


a Guard Our Water Supply — 
“2. Worth heeding is Judge Grover C. Ladner’s. 
_ warning that Philadelphia should be wary of 
‘New York’s plans to help solve its water 
‘9 shortage problems by diverting more millions | 
¥ of gallons daily from the upper Delaware 
o) River and its tributaries. _ snes 
&_ The veteran water conservationist says 
» that such a project would “rob the people of. 
. Pennsylvania and New Jersey of their rights 
> to the water of their own watershed.” It is” 
\* his belief that New York should undertake 
‘\\a stream clearance program in the Hudson 
River similar to that now being conducted by. 
- Philadelphia in the lower Delaware and the 
Schuylkill, to ease its water difficulties. 
A tri-State water pact, allocating to New” 
York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey the 
amounts to which each is fairly entitled, is. 
_ heeded for the Delaware watershed. A pre- 
liminary report on this subject by the Inter- 
State Commission on the Delaware River 
- Basin suggests a three-State compact for an 
. integrated water project in the upper Dela- 
ware to supply the metropolitan areas of New. 
York, Pennsylvania and. New Jersey. It calls 


Commission” so. that plans for con- 
Struction and financing can be 
Started. ° 

The nub of the long range pro- 
gram is construction of a series of 
reservoirs that would maintain an 
even flow in the Delaware, even 
during a drought. This, the Inco- 
del report said, will have marked 
advantages for Philadelphia, even 
though the city does not immedi- 
ately draw increased supplies from 
the Delaware. 
. “Special benefits. from the proj- 
ect will accrue to the heavily in- 
dustrialized sections of Pennsyl- 
Vania and New Jersey ‘between. 
Philadelphia and Wilmington,” the 


~ Incodel report said. - 


“new 


“This area is particularly vulner- 
able to the devastating effects of 
the ~ encroachment of brackish 
water from the oceans in’ seasons 
of deficient rainfall. The proposed 


_ program provides for the release of 


large quantities of impounded 
water to prevent such occurrences, 
Its operation will go a long way 
in eliminating the current damage 
to manufacturers due ‘to salinity. 
These are estimated to amount to. 
as much as $1,000,000 a year on. 
the average.” : | 
Northern Needs 


New York and northern New 
Jersey, au report said, will need 
water resources io ‘supply 
about 450,000,000 gations a day with- 
ne te is immediate need for in- 


" ereasing the dry Weather flow (of 


the Delaware) at Trenton,” the re- 
‘port noted. It was recommended 
that the flow of the river at that 
point be doubled, bringing it up to 
4,000 cubic feet a Second, or enough 
po supply about 500,000,000 gallons 


a tunnel to the Torresdale filter 
plant, are 


indleate that a sibstnterance,, Lhiladelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 


of hydro-electric power can be de-| 
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for reservoirs which, according to’ Judge 
Ladner, would be used ‘initially to provide a 
billion gallons a day for New York, ees 
A full report by the Commission is due in 

_ August. Before it is approved, and the go- 
ahead signal given for new large-scale dipping 
into the Delaware by New York, assurance 

pha ge pve thi the sernyae: plan must be given that the rights of the Phila- 
oe — delphia area in the distribution of Delaware’ 
water are fully protected for the future. ee 


New Jersey had given her the pow- }; 
er in an original compact to make! 
her own estimates,” Ladner de- 
clared, 

Pitkin replied that no compact 
exists as yet, and that a full ap- 
praisal of the problem would be 
impossible ‘until the results of a 


allotment except by re-negotiating 
}@ new compact.” 
| Says No Compact Exists ‘ 

“T am not naive enough to be- 
‘lieve that New York, which could 
also seriously over-estimate what 
the watershed of the Delaware will 
produce, would consent to a new 
compact after Pennsylvania and 


jthere could be no reduction in her 
i 


veloped” from the Delaware. It 
recommended that cost and r- 
keting studies be made, 7 OS 


eting Will Discuss Tap 


fo) 


ping 


elaware River to Aid N.Y. 


<< & project to divert 350,000,000 
gallons of water a day from the 
Delaware River to help solve New 
York City’s water shortage prob- 
‘lem will be discussed tonight at a 
meeting vf the Water Resources 
and Pollution Committee of the 
Greater Philadelphia-South Jersey 
Council. ‘ 


| The plan is part of a $540,000,600 


| 


program of reservoir and aqueduct 
construction recommended by en- 
gineers of Incodel, the Interstate 
Commission on the Delaware River 
Basin. It is designed to solve the 


water problems of both New York 
City and the Philadelphia metro- 
politan area. 

Judge Grover C. Ladner and 


Charles Haydock will discuss the 
program _at the meeting in the Ritz- 
Carlton Hotel. 
review the legal angles and Hay- 
dock, a water engineer, will cover 
the technical saspects, 
Representatives of New York 
City’s Water Supply Board and 
members of Incodel will attend. 


one-year permit to make prelimi- 


Judge Ladner will] 


J, Harry LaBrum, committee 
chairman, explained. that such 
power would be produced through 
construction of three dams and pow- 


;er plants at sites near Tocks Island, 
.N. J.; Belvidede, N. J., and another |: 
between Easton ,Pa., and Phillips- 


burg, N. J. 


Also to be discussed is the pro- 
posed development of hydro-electric 
power on the Delaware. The Dela- 
ware River Development Corpora- 
tion of New Jersey has asked the | 
Federal Power Commission for a 


TORRESDALE FILTERED WATER PUMPING STATION 


This new station, located a State Road and Ash- 
burner Street, was officially opened on Friday, Novem- 
ber the 4th and in the absence of President Anderson, 
Chairman of the Board Clarence E. Bertolet represented 
the Chamber at the Dedication Exercises. 

The opening of this station marks the completion 
of a project, which was started in 1929 when steel pipe 


distribution lines 72” and 


93” in diameter were laid 


in Kensington to the Torresdale Filter Plant. The con- 
tracts for the equipment were awarded in 1941, but due 
to World War U, the work was deferred, and it was 
not until 1949 that construction started on the pumping 


station. 


The station will contain pumps having a_ total 
capacity of 215 miliion gailons daily. Pumps are cen- 


trifugal type, electric motor driven, served by purchased 


power of 13,200 volts. 


Water for their suction is re- 


ceived from a concrete dual conduit 6 feet by 22 feet 
each. The pumping uniis are of the following capacity: 


4 at 40 Million Gallons 
2 at 20 Million Gallons 
1 at 6 Million Gallons 
3 at 3 Million Gallons 


Daily—1750 H.P.—2300 Volis 
Daily— 900 H.P.—2300 Volts 
Daily— 550 H.P.—2300 Volts 
Daily— 250 H.P.—2300 Volts 


The first six units have a rated head of 200 fit. and 
will be used to pump filtered water into the Kensington 


and Central City areas. 


The other pumps will be used 


to pump filtered water into the northeast section of the 


City. 


The station, a brick structure, with a glazed terra 
cotta interior, is approximately 180 feet long by 120 feet 


wide. 


The pump pit extends about 35 feet below the 


ground, and the superstructure rises about 45 feet above 
the ground. The total cost of the work is approximately 


$1,683,000. 


The station will be operated in conjunction with 
the Lardner’s Point Pumping Station, thereby provid- 


ing additional capacity. 
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The NC# EASTER: 


FPC in Urged to Reject, 


MOC1BOL = Bf 0G F? 


Delaware 


Power 


Project 


The Interstate Commission on the Delaware River Basin (In- 
codel) yesterday asked the Federal Power Commission to reject 
an application for a preliminary permit for the proposed develop-' 


|ment of a hydro-electric power 
project on the Delaware River. 
The application, filed by the Dela- 
ware River Development. Corp., Jer- 
sey City; has requested permission to. 
make survey plans and estimates for 
| the project, to be located on the river 
in Sussex and Warren counties, N. J., 
Monroe, Northampton ‘and Pike 
counties, Pa., and Orange county, 
N. Y. The preliminary permit would 
not authorize construction of any 
James H. Allen, Incodel’s executive 
secretary, pointed out in a letter to 


the FCC that his agency now is 
making a detailed engineering study 
for utilization of the waters of the 
upper Delaware and claimed that 
any studies made by the New Jersey 
corporation would be “wasteful 
duplication of effort and unneces- 
sary.” 

He added that “if any hearings are 
to be held in this matter, we desire 
an opportunity to be heard.” 

The New Jersey corporation has 
proposed construction of three dams 
and power houses at an estimated 
cost of $47,000,000.” AAs 


Be 2 Bee, a Tavate x 
ECENT statements from the Interstate ‘Commission on 
P : the-Delaware River Basin, through its secretary, James 
Allen, have appeared to indicate that body favors the scheme 
| eoncocted by New York City to steal the Delaware River 
, ; water near its source in New York State to 
insure the metropolis of an adequate supply, 
so this year’s experience of a dire shortage 
will not be repeated. 

But such a device must not be permitted 
and Judge Grover C. Ladner, whose deep in- 
terest in the issue has brought the facts to 
the public’s attention, is justified fully in 
waging a fight against this maneuver. His 
reply to Allen, in which he points out that 
the plan is not one that can be formulated 
and put into effect privately, should warn 
the interstate group that its actions are being watched closely. 


Judge Ladner’s suggestion that New York construct a 
dam above Poughkeepsie to build a supply of water from the 
Hudson River, is a logical one. The Hudson is New York’s 
own river and its’ waters do not supply the needs for many 
‘communities in two States, as the Delaware serves both Penn- 
sylvania and New Jersey. There is no sensible point in 
robbing Philadelphia and the other communities in the Dela- 
ware Valley solely for the selfish purpose of providing ade- 
quate supplies for New York City. 


The water problem long has been a difficult one to solve. 
Philadelphia’s full supply from two rivers has provided for 
all its necessities, but if that supply is to be threatened because 
of the self-interest of a city that has been derelict in moderniz- 
ing its own system until drought brought it forcibly to its 
people’s attention, adequate action should be taken. : 


Judge Ladner’s rebuke to the Incodel secretary in reply 

to his criticism of the jurist’s views is well taken, and in the 

- future it might be well for this body, or any public board, to 

take the people into its confidence and obtain an expression 

- of opinions before even mapping a definite program. Phila- 

delphia needs the Delaware’s waters and_ should fight to 
prevent their theft. .. OXF 


Judge Grover 
C. Ladner 


n draft- 


Nee. 8 THE CHART ked i in dra 
nex ing the departmental section which sets up a separate water division. 
ee \ There is no doubt the water problem has grown toa point where 


ne artmental, rather than bureau status. + 
rae . Oe atic te quecion interesting is that the charter draft- 
bes ae ers saw fit to insert a clause which says that setting up a water de- 
fas partment shall not be construed as preventing the City from creating | 
) * a water authority or from contracting with a private operator to run 

§ em. 
we pateat the beginning, the water authority idea was in the minds 
of the charter drafters. It was not until about a month before the 
final draft was published that the “private operator” clause was 


inserted. 
“e Last year, there was general speculation about a water authority. 


similar to the lease of the city-owned gas works to the Philadelphia 


Gas Works Co. : 
S Things just don’t happen without good reason. Perhaps some- 


“) one knows something. ae 
ae a Pre 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 
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* Now, the conjecture turns to private operation more strongly, . 


Taylor Supports 
-Tsi-State Water | 


Butse tiv 3/22 fee 


Says Incodel Plan 3 
Would Benefit City : 


Philadelphia wotld receive bene- 
fit from otherwise wasted flood 
waters under the propsed tri-State 
program for the Delaware River, 
Elbert J. Taylor, chief of the 
Bureau of Water, said today. 

“Water is becoming an import- 
ant commodity from the standpoint 
of conservation,” Taylor declared. 

Under the plan of the Interstate 
Commission on the Delaware River 
Basin, he said, excess flood waters 
that now “run down to the sea and | 
don’t do anyone any good” would be 
‘stored for use during the’ annual 
periods of dry weather low flow. 


Incodel engineers have recom-| 
mended a $540,000,000 program of | 
reservoir and aqueduct construc- 
tion, one feature of which would 
relieve New York City’s critical 
water shortage. The plan has been 
opposed in some quarters as dan- 
gerous to Philadelphia’s water sup- 

ly. ; 
g Taylor dismissed this criticism, 
starting that the agreement be- 
tween Pennsylvania, New York and 
New Jersey would provide for the 
release of water to adequately sup- 
ply all three states. 426 

Taylor described the plan as the 
“development of a stream system in | 
an orderly fashion.” The develop- | 
ment would be undertaken on the 
Delaware tributaries in New York. 


- 


e 


safe source of supply from a health 
standpoint. © : : 
Whether ‘the Hudson River cculd 
ever be made a safe source of sup- 
ply is problematical. Dr. Graham says 
extensive research would have to be 
carried out to determine which dis-| 
charges from industrial plants and, 
Sewage are causing the damage. Such , 
a study is¢made in a laboratory of | 
limnology.’ Limnology is the science | 
of life in streams, lakes and ponds. 


._ * ® 


TAFF members of the Academy, 
under the. direction of. Dr. 

Charles M. B, Cadwallader, presi- 
dent, have been bringing techniques 
to bear on animal and plant life in 
streams and studying the effects of 
industrial and municipal wastes for 
several years. i 

Last year Dr, Ruth Patrick, chief. 
of the limnology department of the | 
Academy, headed an expedition to| 
Texas to study the Guadalupe River | 
where the E, I. du Pont de Nemours 
Co. is now building a nylon salt 
plant. Plants, snails, fishes, ‘clams 
and insects were collected. Such .a 
Study goes fay beyond a mere chemi- 
cal analysis of the water, but estab- 
lishes the normal pattern of plant 
and animal life in the river. ; 

The ‘idea of such a sutvey, Dr. 
| Patrick explained, is not to deter-| 
;mine whether the water is fit for 
| drinking but, whether it may be used 
for industrial purposes, for recrea- 
tion and fishing. Elaborate tests of 
| the Guadalupe fish and plant life 
|are now being conducted in the la- 
‘boratory of the Academy. 

Philadelphians neéd have no fear 
of a water shortage such,as struck 
New York recently, in the opinion 
of Dr. Graham. He’ believes that the 
flow of the Delaware and Schuylkill, 
even under minimum conditions, is 
‘more than adequate to meet the City’s 
requirements at least for the next 
|50 years, “a short time in planning 
|such things.” He has faith in the 
ozone treatment. He says that 
chlorine produces a safe water but 
not always a palatable water, 


BY LADNER 


Suggestions that New York 
City draw future water sup- 
plies from sources other than 
the upper Delaware River 
were renewed by Judge Grover 
C. Ladner today in reply to 
characterization of his views 
as “claptrap.” 

The Philadelphia jurist and 
conservationist cited proposals of 
New York City authorities to dam 
the Hudson 
River below 
Pou g hkeepsie 
as a permanent 
solution to 


their water 
supply . prob- 
“lems. ~ : 
Ladner ’s 
statement fol- 
lowed criticism 
of his. recent 
discussion of 
an interim re- 
port on tri-state water supply 
possibilities released by the Inter- 
state Commission on the Dela- 
ware River Basin. . 

“I note that Incodel’s Secretary 
Allen has referred to the warn- 
ing in my talk before the Water 
Resources and Pollution Commit- 
tee of the Greater Philadelphia- 


Judge Grover 
C. Ladner 


South Jersey’ Council as ‘clap- 
trap’,” Ladner said. 
(SCORES ALLEN 

“Secretary Allen’s complaint 


that I have precipitated public 
discussion on a proposal that had 
not yet been formulated comes 
with rather poor grace and in- 
consistency. : : 

“If the proposal was so indef- 
inite as not to permit discussion, 
I do not understand how he ex- 
pected to sell such a ‘pig in a poke’ 
to the many high state officials 
with whom he recently was clos- 
eted. ... 

“Surely he does not mean that 


he alone is privileged to speak on | 
the subject.” 40 


— = 


Standpipe Asked 
For Somerton - 


| Buckley Wants City - 
‘| To Condemn Site. 


3 
A program for improved water 
supply for Bustleton and Somerton 
was made public today by city offi- 
‘| cials. ng s 
Acting at requgest of Directoriof 
Public Works Thomas Buckley, 


'!to authorize condemnation of about 
11 acres of ground for a standpipe 
and a booster pumping station. 
The site is generally on Tomlin- 
son. road between Bustleton ay. and 
City Line, near the Budd plant in 
Somerton. : ae 
$150,000 Standpipe t 
Elbert J. Taylor, chief .of the 
water bureau, said plans provide for 
construction of a 2,000,000-gallon. 
| steel standpipe 85 feet high and 100 
feet. in diameter. The cost is esti- 
imated at about $150,000... / /4/ 


ne 


\ 
‘a 
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‘|Mayor. Samuel asked City Council - 


nara) 


s Sharing the Delaware. 


Judge Ladner has had the courage to 


say out loud that the Incodel approach. to 


dividing the waters of the Delaware may 


not be the best. j 


: y Incodel, a Commission containing repre- 
sj sentatives of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 


«) New York, is working toward a compact 
{ under which the three States would share 
the Delaware. The effort is born of a de- 


CY kee with which many will sympathize, to 


keep the hand of.the Federal Government. 
out of such affairs as the States can settle 


for themselves. 

Judge Ladner remarks that there is 
something irrevocable about a compact.” A 
State which found “it.had made a bad ‘bar- 
gain, perhaps because the engineering esti- 
matés went wrong, could not revise. the 
agreement without consent of those who 
had made a good bargain, and usually those 
who have made a good bargain sit tight. 

The allocation of Delaware’ water - is 
presently covered bya United States Su- 
preme Court decree which allows New 
York to divert some water, without. conced- 
ing that it has any superior right to it, and 
keeps its hands on.the case so any proper 
changes can be made,” tt a 


If flexibility is desirable, the Court pro-. 
cedure seems to have an advantage. - 44 
‘Here’ is an*important issue that ‘seems 
to have two.sides, though many: have. been 
assuming that it had only one. More intel- 
ligent, discussion will be possible now that 
Judge Ladner has cited the alternatives. — 


: A Wet 70 OF 
Below the Belt ms / 2 2 fee 
The Interstate Commission on ‘ne Dell. 
ware River Basin—Incodel for short—is a 
sublic agency working on an enormously 
important problem, the development, con- 
trol and conservation of the Delaware 
pasin’s resources. J08. 

It is not to be assumed that Incodel is in 
possession of all the wisdom on the sub- 
ject, to the exclusion of everybody else, 
or that it couldn’t make a mistake. 

Judge Ladner, whose devotion to the 
public interest in questions of water sup- 
ply cannot be challenged, and whose 
thoughts are always worthy of considera- 
tion, has ventured to doubt whether a com- 
pact between the ‘interested States is the 
best. way to decide how the Delaware waters 
should be shared. He stated his case in a 
dignified and objective manner before the 
Greater Philadelphia-South Jersey Council. 

Incodel’s reply is to brand the Judge’s re- 
marks as “claptrap,” without stating what 
might be wrong with them unless it is that 
they do not agree with Incodel’s views. 

Incodel thereby seems to lose the first 
round on a foul. It will be in the public in- 
terest if in the second and any succeeding 
rounds Incodel trades punches strictly on 
the issues. Judge Ladner may be right 
or he may be wrong, but it will take more 
than name-calling to convict him of error 
before the bar of public opinion. It is im- 
portant to Pennsylvania to protect as best 
it can its interest in the flow of the Dela- 
ware. This is Incodel’s job. That agency 
might reasonably be expected to deal with 
eriticism as if it were working with in- 
formed critics toward a common objective. 
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WW ahders of Research. 


EHloe for Better. Water. 
~ Lies in Ozone Process _ 


‘Third of Four Articles 
fi By C. William Duncan 
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ZONE, Med for half a century in Europe for water pumncadhy 
e) is the hope of some local experts to rid Schuylkill and eventu- 
‘ally. Delaware. River water of the obnoxious smell and abe 

a) prevalent ‘in Philadelphia at certain times of the year. 


De word “ozone,” to most of us, 
means the air we breathe. 

Webster’ says ozone is a “faintly 
blue, gaseous form of ‘oxygen present 

_ in minute amounts in the atmos- 
phere.” Later in the definition, Web- 
ster adds that ozone. is “used com- 
mercially for stérilizing water.” 

Research has been responsible for 
developing ozone to its present point 
of eificiency. ‘. 

The importance of research in the 
purification of water to be consumed 
by residents of large cities was 

- prought home forcibly recently by 

the acute shortage of it in New York 
City. 
‘ Philadelphia has . the world’s 
Jargest ozone generating ‘plant. for 
water purification at the Belmont 
filtration plant. 

Philadelphia has long been faced 
with the problem of seeking either 
new sources of water in upstate 
Pennsylvania at extremely high cost 
or improving the water from the 
present sources. City officials decided 
on the latter step. 


x * ow 


N COOPERATION with the Wels- 


bach. Corp., the city conducted a 


series of pilot plant tests to deter- 
mine what ozone, a pure but unstable 
. form of oxygen,.could do-to improve 
the taste and odor qualities of Phil- 


a rca oe water. 
two-year’ tests 


proved that the ozone process could 


be used effectively in, producing good 
drinking water ‘at a reasonable cost, 
the major contracts to construct the 


plant was set in operation in March 
of last year. 

Initial research in treating water 
With ozone was conducted in Metz, 
Germany. Dr. Louis Pasteur indorsed 
it as a purification. agent by com- 
menting; “In water we drink 90 per- 
cent of our maladies. By mixing 
ozone with it, microbes are-destroyed 
and the toxins burned.” 

. Elbert J. Taylor, chief of the Water 
Bureau, although admitting that 
ozone has produced good results, is 
cautious about making a complete 
indorsement. He believes additional 
research and study must be carried 
on before he’ll.go “overboard” on 
any one treatment. He points out 
that activated carbon and so-called 
free chlorine residual are other 

* * * 


methods. er 
a yos 


ZONE is doing as good a job 
as any other means,” said 
Taylor, ‘‘We don’t Know whether it 
will do a_better job than any ener 
Means as yet. The costs must be con- | 
sidered. We must determine whether | 
ozone is sufficiently superior to jus- 
tify increased costs of operation.” 
He/said the cost of constructing an 
ozone. plant at Torresdale to treat | 


66 


the’ Delaware River water had not 
yet even been estimated. 

Dr. Jack B. Grah 
. of the Acade 


, Tesearch 
; ly of Natural 
ences of Philadelphia, says New 
York aie finds itself in its present 
plight because the’ available quan- 


is about the same now for’ 8,000,000 


new ozone plant were awarded. - The persons as it was a couple of cen- 


tity of water to supply the sono 
| 


| turies ago. 


Hiring of 2d Shift Urged 


§ Ol ws 


To Fix Water Meters 


Noting that the backlog of unrepaired water meters had jumped 
to 46,000, City Controller Joseph S. Clark, Jr., yesterday proposed 
the employment of 16 additional mechanics to work a second shift 


.at the city’s meter repair shop. 
‘Public Works Thomas’ -Buckley, 
declared the meter repair‘ situation 
still was “unsatisfactory” and that a 
survey conducted by the controller’ ‘Ss 
representatives indicated there was 
considerable room for improvement 
not only in the repair of meters, but 
in the Water Bureau's accounting 
system. 


$40,000 ADDED COST 


lark - 
Clark, in a letter to Director of wanes o ark POY. glee, “econ 


Issuance of receipts for meters 


Hamoved from properties. 


ises so that scheduled rates could 
be charg 
the owners refused. permission to 
temove inoperative: meters. 


| 
* Immediate inspection of prem- | 
‘on ‘properties where | 


Adoption of an ordinance au- 


thorizing the Water Bureau to buy 


and install new meters for proper- 


A coordinated, ‘integrated program for the 

development of the Delaware River Basin 

and for the allocation of water from the river 
ig unquestionably needed. The agreement “i 
principle” reached at the recent eauerenes 
Between representatives of Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, New York and Delaware is wel- 
tome. 88s. 

Under examination at the stipes. held 
in the office of Governor Alfred E. Driscoll 
of New J ersey and attended .by Secretary of 
Forests and Waters Milo F. Draemel as 
spokesman for-Governor John §, Fine, was 
the plan offered by the Interstate Commis- 
sion on the Delaware River Basin. 

The Legislatures of the four States will 
pass on this plan, and its details will be 
brovght out at public hearings. In brief, it 
would set up an interstate commission to han- 
die the financing and operation of a project 
‘intended to meet the water needs of 20,000,- 
000 persons. 

A-four-State agreement would forestall es- 
tablishment of a Federal control agency in 
the Delaware basin. It would also put an 
end to differences caused by New York’s cur- 
rent efforts to take more water from the 
Delaware. It is already tapping the stream 
for 440,000,000 gallons a day under a Supreme 

bo 0, ruling and it is preparing to take 300,- 

600, 000 gallons additional... Allocation by in- 

rstate agreement would prevent unilateral 
iversion of Delaware water and would obvi- 
Ste costly and lengthy litigation. 

» In arriving at any plan, however, it is es- 
‘sential that the interests of Pennsylvania, 
fand particularly Philadelphia, as the largest 
PPennsylvania city affected, shall be safe- 
i guarded.* 
* Proponents of the Incodel plan say that 
it would be to this city’s advantage as it calls 
for a water supply of 550,000,000 gallons a 
day to be piped from the upper Delaware. 
Before the plan is approved, it ‘should be 
made certain that Philadelphia obtains its 
rightful share of water and that its supply 
is not endangered at any future time by prior 
rights given to New York, 
@ Philadelphia mv must not only be assured of 


Lea eon Water Works” BOA | 


Sought by Private Fir id “LOCAL WAT R 


A proposal for leasing and operation of the city water syst 
by private interests is being prepared for offer to the Mayor and 
City Council by a nationally known corporation, it- was learned 


yesterday. : = 


ad 


Protect. Philadelphia's 


JIRER afzeJa7 


Water 


an adequate supply of drinking water but its 
flow of water for industrial purposes must 
be guaranteed. The new steel plants at Mor- 
risville, Pa., and Paulsboro, N. J., must have 
an adequate and satisfactory supply of water 
all the year around. So must the many other 
plants that will undoubtedly be attracted to 
this vicinity by the steel plant developments. 

We do not want.to run the risk of having 
so much water drained off from the upper 
river and its tributaries that the flow at Phil- 
adelphia will be diminished and the flow of 
tidal water with undesirably high saline con- 
tent will be increased. 

The Port of Philadelphia must be protected 
in any plan for up-river diversion of. Dela- 
ware water. We do not want a plan that 
will favor New York and northern New Jer- 
sey to the disadvantage of Philadelphia and 
other downstream communities. 

Although it is not in the Delaware water- 
shed, New York City has already taken vast 
quantities of water from that river, and pro- 
poses to take much more. It has a river of 
its own, the Hudson, at its front door, but 
it refuses to use it as a supply source because 
of its “pollution.” Philadelphia has had the 
problem of pollution in the Delaware for many 
years. It has met it’by filtration and treat- 
ment works and by sewage disposal plants 
and plans for the future call for piping a 
supply from less contaminated sources fur- 
ther upstream. There seems to be no reason 
why New York could not make use of Hudson 
water by going up-river to get it. 

New York’s persistent efforts to increase 
its supply from the Delaware make it neces- 
sary for Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Dela- 
ware to do something about it. They cannot 
afford to sit by while New York diverts all 
the water it can get away with. — j 

A fair interstate distribution paet is -the 
logical answer. The Incodel proposal may be 
the solution. But before any agreement is 
reached, Pennsylvania and Philadelphia 
should obtain expert analysis and opinion 


.on the project, to make sure that our water 


needs—all of them—shall be a and prop- 
erly secured. 
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John H. Ware, Jr.; president of 


| ecutives, it was said. Details af- 


‘would be about $40, 000. 


ties where~the owners refused to 
do so and where the meters were 
beyond repair. *~ 

The. report also recommended 
drastic changes in the bureau’s cost 

“T believe this expenditure would|accounting system and inventory 
more than pay for itself:by the end |valuation records. The latter, the 
of the year,” Clark wrote Buckley. |report stated, is unreliable and in- 
“These steps would enable the meter adequate. 
repair shop to double its present| “Our spot ‘check of inventory,” | 
capacity of approximately 25,000|Clark declgred, “revealed a great 
meters repaired per year and would |many obsolete items carried at ex- 
clean up the backlog of unrepaired |cessive value, which in all likelihood 
meters by the end-of next year. will never be tised. We recommend 

“The present minimum charge for immediate steps to dispose of. this 
meter repairs is $7.50 and the average inventory at the present ag when 
price is approximately $13. A con-|Ptices are high.” é 
servative estimate of the direct profit 
to the city each year from adding an 
extra shift is $100,000. The indirect 
profit. from having 25,000 newly re- 
\paired meters is difficult to estimate, 
‘but is unquestionably substantial. dg 


Referring to the hiring of addi- 
tional workers In the meter repair 
shop, Clark said the total. labor cost 
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‘|put the plan embodies working fea- 


ithe American Water Works Setvice 
Co., Inc., a subsidiary of the Ameri- 
can Water Works Co., said he was 
‘}certain that through modern and ef- 
\|ficient operation his company could 
remove the stigma of “chlorine cock- 
tail” from Philadelphia’s water. 


Details have not been completed} 


posal is submitted. 


tures similar. to the city’s lease o ice Co.; 
the gas works, with rentals going to company. 
the city’s bonded water debt. The) ~ P 
proposal would have to be approved | 

by City Council. 

Declaring. that he had no criti-| 
cism of the present operation of the 
water works and plans for future) 
maintenance, Ware asserted, never-| 
theless, that through expert direc- 
tion and a release of executives from 
political “hamstringing,” the water 
can be improved. 

Under the proposal, most of the! 
city’s 1000 Water Bureau employes, 
now under the Department of Pub- 
lic Works, could be retained under | 
direction of new, non-political ex- 


Inc., being 


fecting employes as to their pensions 
and wages are among many that 
must be ironed out BEFORE a pro- 


The companies of which Ware is 
the chief stockholder, now operate 
150 water companies throughout the 
/East and Middle West. 

Ware said that present plans call 
¢ £08 the American Water Works Serv- 


mation 455, 

Water commissioners last nighi 
turned thumbs down on fluorination 
of the city’s .water supply at this 
time. 

A letter was dispatohed to Dr. Ar- 
thur Gold, chairman of the fluorina- 
tion committee of the Connecticut 
Valley Dental Association, saying thai 
the board feels that “until more con- 
the ye clusive inférmation is available as tc 
¢ the results of these (fluorination) ex: 

: periments, it does not feel that it 
should adopt this type of tr eatment,’ 4 
Decision Was Expected 

The letter ‘also said, however; “The 
board will be glad to consider the 
matter when more evidence is avail- 
jable and there is-an appreciable de- 


ALY THIbORE « 
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Fluorinated. W ater 
Opposed in Jersey 


ae 
VOR 


Report Doubts It Prevents 
Tooth Decay in Children 
NEWARK, N, J.; April:22 (2) — 

‘The New Jersey State Department 
‘of Health was urged today to adopt 
‘a hands-off attitude on adding 


sodium fluorides to water supplies 
to reduce dental decay in children. 


The recommendation to the de- 
partment was made in a report by 
the New. Jersey. section “of the 
American Water Works~ Associa-| 
ition. The report suggested that it 
|might be better to add sodiura 
'fluoride to salt, bread and other 
‘foods or to take it. in tablet form.) 


These possibilities should be in-. 
‘vestigated by the department but 
in the meantime, it should neither 
‘promote nor discourage local au- 
thorities from artificial fluorination 
of water, the association said. 


The report asserted fluorination 

might be harmful. in some. cases 
|An association spokesman: said it 
;could mottle enamel on somé 
children’s teeth and might inter- 
jfere with normal bone develop- 
ment, Zid 


It also said that industries pro- 
|dueing pharmaceuticals and chem-| 
icals contend fluorination would 
definitely hinder some of their| 
processes. 


mand from. 1 the citizens of the city 
of Springfield for the fluorination of 
water to reduce dental caries.” 

Apprised of the contents of the jet- 
ter last night, Dr. Gold said he had 
“no comment” to make until he of- 
ficially received the letter, but in- 
dicated. three things: One, that the 
dentists expected this decision; two, 
that an educational Campaign would 
have to be conducted in Springfield 
so that citizens could properly be in- 
formed on the value of fluorination; 
and three, that Athol and, Falmeuth 
in this state have accepted fluorina- 
tion of the water supply. (The letter 
said flatly fluorine “has not been used 
in any munieipality in Massachu- 
setts.”) 

Water Commission Chairman An- 
thony P. McQuade and Commissioner 
Dudley B. Wallace were present’ at 
the meeting; the mayor, third mem- 
per of the board, was not: present. Mr. 
McQuade said the following letter was 
sent to Mr. Gold: 

Board’s Letter | 

“The sole purposes of a public | 
water supply system is to provide 
its users with a pure and adequate 
supply of water. This board makes 
every effort to supply good water to 
its consumers and to comply with 
the standards of purity for drinking 
water established by © the United 
States Public Health Service. 

“The addition of fluorine to pub- 
lic water. supplies to reduce dental’ 
caries is being carried on as an ex- 
periment in a number. of cities and 
towns in this country, ‘To date it has 
not been used in any municipality in 
Massachusetts. 

“The poard feels that until more 
conclusive information is available as 
to the results of these experiments, it 
does not feel that it should adopt 
this type of treatment. 

“The board will be: glad. to con- 
sider the matte? when more evidence 
is available and there is an*appre- 
ciable demand from the citizens of 
the city of Springfield for the fluorm- 
nation of water to reduce dental 
caries.” : i 


Deegan Opposes 
Water Lease as 
Private ‘Grab’ y 


Buiretin /, ss AS} 
Calls oe Plan 


Bad Business for City 
And Warns of Haste 


Councilman Cornelius S. Deegan, 
Jr., chairman of Council’s Com- 
mittee on Public Works, came out 
today against lease of the city water 
works to private management. 

“A full study of any attempt by | 
private capital to acquire the water | 
works through the creation of an}; 
authority, or by lease to a water 
company, makes inescapable the | 
conclusion that such a transfer 
would be unwise, contrary to any 
valid concept of the best interests 
of Philadelphia and a shametul 
abuse of our legislative responsi- 
bility’ Deegan said 

Deegan said the American Water 
Works Co., which has been putting 
out feelers leading to private lease 
to the company of the city works, 
had acted with “unusual, if not sus- 
picious haste” 
grab the Philadelphia water works” 
following the adoption of the new | 
city charter. 

“The arresting significance of this 
purpose should not escape the in- 
terest of our citizens, but should 
alert them to the latitudes per- 
mitted by the charter” the Council- 
man said. 

*Not in Public Interest’: | 


He -said he had appraised the 
ordinance creating a water author- 
ity for the city and is convinced 
that such an authority would not 

be in the public interest. He said 
the same reasons apply with equal, 
if not greater weight, ‘against the : 
jeasing of the water works to aj 
private company. 

“Government cannot divest itself 
of its inherent and primary respon- 
sibility to such an elementary serv- | 
jce as the distribution of water to | 
our citizens by transferring it to 
vicarious hands, where the motive 
is profit and the monetary returns | 
attractive,” he said. 

“Tf we are to transfer the water | 
works to private hands, we arraign | 
public administration of services 


"generally, and could, with as much 


justification, give to syndicates 
formed for the purpose the opera- 
tion of a broad range of public 
*vust. 


in making a bid “to|. 


Risk Involved 


“Therein les a risk: By such de- 
vices we could encroach dangerous- 


2S 


ly upon the entire realm of elected 
government, and conceivably | 


damage that political and economic 
evenness so essential in our system 
of balanced government. 


“Our situation has no parallel in, 


Pennsylvania. The City and County 


of Philadelphia are co-extensive, | 


unlike those counties of Pennsyl- 
vania that are. made up of many 
small autonomous political sub- 
divisions, each without the means 
individually for conveying. vital 
services, but bound by necessity to 
combine with other communities in 
combine with other like commun- 
ities in the adoption.of such ex- 
pedients as water companies and so 


forth, that are imperative to serve 


the people. 

“Uncompromising need denies 
these communities any choice but to 
delegate their powers, 


‘Fortunate Situation Here’ 


“Here, fortunately, we are one 
geographical and social unit. We 
own the property and have a source 
of supply. The people of Philadel- 
phia want and should have pure 
water, brought to them. efficiently, 
at rates fixed by their directly 
elected representatives, who can be 
held to account for failure. 

“T believe this property can be 
managed and public service dis- 
pensed competently and with profit, 
as was done in the year 1950, when 
the water works returned to the 
city treasury in excess of $900,000 
over all costs. 

“T am unable to see the good busi- 
ness in handing to any combine such 
a valuable plant with the resultant 
Joss of control of the property for 
the long life of that authority or 
under the extended terms of a 
lease.” 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 
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‘Prompt Appraisal 


In a letter to the 


proceed on their own, 


In another letter to the Editor, Judge 
Grover C. Ladner, an authority on stream 
conservation, also recommends that the Inco- 


INCODEL PLAN DEFENDED 40 ZY’ 
To the Editor’ of The Inquirer: 

This Comihission is keenly in- 
terested in the editorial in the Feb. 
20th issue of thé Philadelphia In- 
quirer entitled, “Prot--t Dyiladel- 
phia’s Water Rights.” ; 

‘We ‘agree wholeheartedly with 
your position that Pennsylvania, 
paar Philadelphid;. should 
make sure that all of its water needs 
“shall be amply and properly se- 
cured” before agreeing to participate 
in any progrem for the ecvelopment 
and utilization of the waters of the 
Delaware River Basin, — 


We are firmly convinced that the 


Proposed integrated water project 
which hes’ been formulated by 
Incodel, adequeicly and equitably 
provides for the interests of all four 
States who are the proprietors of 
the Delaware River Basin and their 
political subdivisions. 

The proposed four-State agree-~ 
ment which Incodel is asking the 
Legislatures to approve in order to 
give life to the integrated water 
project has been carefully designed 
to protect and safeguard the in- 
terests of each of the participating 
States. The administrative commis- 
sion which would be created to carry 
the project out would have equal 
representation from each State, with 
appointments to be made by’ the 
Governor. : 

Under the terms of the agreement, 
no allocation of water could be made 
to any of the respective States un- 
less and until the proposed distribu- 
tion was agreed upon by the ma- 
jority of the members of the com- 
mission from each of the participat- 
ing States. 

The proposed project, in Incodel’s 
judgment, is especially beneficial to 
Pennsylvania and Philadelphia, In- 
codel would welcome expert analysis 
and opinion on this score, It would 
point out, however, that it is essen- 
tial that the project be appraised on 
a constructive basis and with dis- 
patch, Otherwise areas in New York: 
and New Jersey will be forced, be- 
cause of the urgency of their prob- 
lems, to meet their needs by other 
alternatives. If this should happen, 
the proposed Incodel project would 
become “inadvisable and Pennsyl- 
vania and Philadelphia would be 
compelled to find the answer to 


their water supply and stream flow 


problems entirely on their own. . 

By all means Pennsylvania and 
Philadelphia should be absolutely 
certain that their interests are pro- 


YONG ¢ 
W antec 


In an editorial earlier this week, The In- 
quirer urged Pennsylvania and Philadelphia 
to obtain expert opinion on the proposed 
Incodel plan for four-State allocation of Del- 
aware River water, to make sure that our 
water needs shall be properly secured. 

Rditor published else- 
where on this' page, James H. Allen, execu- 
tive secretary of the Interstate Commission 
on the Delaware River Basin, agrees that our 
State and city should be “absolutely certain 
that their interests are protected.” 

He states that Incodel would welcome ex- 
pert analysis on that score, but he makes 
the important point that the appraisal should 
be conducted promptly. Otherwise the op- 
portunity to participate in an integrated 
program might be lost, as New York and 
northern New Jersey areas would be forced 
by the urgency of their water problems to | 


gram.” 


ee 


Sb hreans 


By JAMES .& METCALFE 
Light on the Porch 


I like a cozy little home... 
A. neat and pretty lawn... 
But most of all I like at night 
...To see the porch light on 
...1t seems to lend a friendly 
and...A warm, inviting 
touch . As though to 
“whirner please come in’... 
Ang thenk you very much 
..+It- means the house is 
lived in. and... The folks 
may be inside .,. And like as 
not, in love and petice... 
They happily abide... The 
porch light is a beacon light 
-.,.L0 guide the welcome 
. guest... And greet the chil- 
dren of the house .. ..When 
‘theycome home to rest... I 
like its kindly gleam but 
when... I see it in the dawn 
... 1 know it is the careless 
san ++. That someone left 
it on, 


Cn 


we had = go slow and be sa. 


instead of>sorry. 

Worthy of note also is that tt 
Incodel plan would forego the pri 
tection of the U. 8, Supreme Cour. 
decree which presently limits New 
York City’s draft to 440 million 


‘gallons a day, with leave to Penn- 


syivania. and New Jersey to pply 
for a reduction if actual experience 
demonstrates that allocation to be 
too much, ‘Why should we give up 
this protection? us 
_ GROVER C. LADNER 
Philadelphia, Feb. 20 . 


Editor’s Note: A further edi- 
torial on Incodel’s jour-State 
water plan ‘appears on this 
page today. 


tected but this should be done - 


promptly or the opportunity to par- 
ticipate in the integrated program 
may be lost forever. 
JAMES H. ALLEN 
Executive Secretary, Interstate 
Commission on the Delaware 
River: Basin {/O9 
Philadelphia, Feb. 21. 


TROCR a A-ph a 
of Incodel Water Plan vi 
del plan be examined by disinterested ex- 


perts, “and not rushed through this session 
of the Legislature as seems to be the pro- 


Not only should the plan be scrutinized, 
but scrutinized without loss of time. For the 
State and city governments to do nothing 
about the proposal could be as injurious as 
rushing it to approval without examining it. 

‘Distribution of Delaware water by four- 
State agreement is obviously preferable to 
unilateral grabs made by the States individ- | 
ually. What is wanted is four-State allocation 
that is fair to all affected areas. | 

The Incodel proposal.-may be the right 
answer. -It deserves consideration. It should 
neither be shunted aside nor railroaded to 
passage. Both the State Legislature, which 
is to be called upon to ratify it, and the city 
of Philadelphia, a major intexgsted party, 
should move promptly to obtain expert opin- 
ion on the plan, to help them decide whether 
or not it provides the necessary protection, 
and whether or not it should be approved, 
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By JOEPANCOAST => 


|. “Once we bind ourselves ‘to the 

‘compact drafted by Incodel we are 

‘bound forever and cannot change 

without consent*of all the other 

ipacting states,™it was pointed 

hy, Pennsylvania Supreme Court 

“~~ ver C, Ladner in re- 

omen «Plans to divert 990 million 

‘gallons of water daily from the 
Delaware to Hudson watershed. 

_, Judge Lander made clear this 


‘point in answer to contentions made. 


by Incodel in its leaflet: “Facts 
About the Incodel Water Project 


pot Special Interest to The Sports+}parties of interest at times of great- 


“man,” ” 

. “The U.S. Supreme Court. on 
‘April 9, this year, handed down a 
decision that applies,” Judge Lad- 
ner said. “The Court refused to 


permit West Virginia to withdraw/| proved it. I further contend that 
from an Ohio River pact. It was stream flow reports of the Dela- 
Tuled that such a compact. super-! ware, taken from the U. S. Geo- 
sedes all prior water rights that/logical Survey Water Supply Re- 
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Firm Proposes 


fot. 
To Lease City's: 
eae d= “4 
Water System 
ays It Can Improve 
Supply, Treat Sewage, 
Step Up Collections 


By JOHN ©. CAEPIN 
Of The Bulletin Staff | 


The City of Philadelphia will bet 
offered a plan to lease its water: 


and sewer plants to ‘private man-}. 
agement within a few days. 4 

For several months, officials of f 
the American Water Works Service 
Co. have been studying the munic- 
ipal setup and are convinced they , 
have a workable plan to give Phil-| 
adelphia ‘‘good” water within a) 
year. : | 

The plan, its sponsors say, would | 
give the City an income at least! 
equal to—possibly greater than—| 
the present revenue. The com- 
pany’s profit would come from) 
more efficient management. and/ 
better collecti : 


Native Philadelphian 

John Ware, chairthan of the 
board and president of the North- 
eastern Water Works Co. and the| 
American Water Works Co., which 
control a network of water plants 
in 23 states, will be in direct charge 
of the negotiations with the City. 

Back of the plan is the personal 
interest of Ware, a native Phila- 
\delphian. © 
- ‘Ware left Northeast High School 
‘at the age of 14, having installed 
an electric motor for a freight ele- 
vator and made $189 on the job. 

Today, at 63 he heads ‘companies 
with a capitalization of $240,000,000 | 
which own or operate 126 water | 
works and four sewerage plants: 
and manage others owned by 14) 
municipalities. Thirty-five of the 
plants are in Pennsylvania. The re- 
mainder are scattered trom Maine 


Continued on Page 12, Col. 6 
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Continued From First Page 5 
to Alabama and west to Iowa and 

Arkansas, eu: dt} 
Moves Back to City oe 
Several months ago, Ware mov- 
ed much of his office operations to 
Philadelphia, after an absence of 
about 15 years ago. He plans to 
|make Philadelphia his operating 
| headquarters, 
| He and his associates plan to of- 
| fer the City a lease similar to that 
| under which: the Philadelphia Gas 
Works Co. operates the City-owned 
| gas works, . 

“That gas lease is the most in- 
genious Iyhave ever seen to get ex- 
pert management. with an incen- 
; tive in work for the people,” Ware 
said at his home in Oxford. 

“We can do the same. Within a 

year, we feel we can give the City 
of Philadelphia good water, maybe 
lin less than that. Taking on one 
job at a time, in three to five years, 
we think we can get the whole sys- 
tem straightened out, 


| Vote of City Council 


\ “The first problem is to get the 
| people to want better water. Then 
|.we’ll have to sit down with all the 
various factions in this City to dis- 
| cuss the matter. We will talk to 
| the civic agencies and the business 
men and the politicians, 

“City Council must vote for the 
lease before it can become effec- 
tive.” 

The adoption of the new city 
/ charter should facilitate a lease or 
a municipal authority, for a provi- 
sion was written into the the char- 
ter for such an event. 

The charter sets up a separate 
water department, divorced from 
the present Department of Public 
Works. 

Ware feels that a municipal au- 
thority is not the answer here, al- 
though his companies deal with 
several such authorities. A lea 
with the city directly would save 
_money and much intermediate plan- 
| ning and maneuvering. , 
| ‘The operating company would be 
| the Municipal Management, Inc., a 
subsidiary of the Ware system, 


| No Criticism 


Ware refuses to criticise, for the. 
time being, the present water and 
| Sewer management here. He does 
praise Director of Public Works 
Thomas Buckley and Chief of the 
Bureau of Water # J. Taylor. 

. Guardedly, and generally, he says 
that he doés not like the political 
‘tie-ups which affect the operation 
(of any municipal utility, not spe- 
cifically Phiiadelphia’s. He thinks 
such obstacles ¢an be overcome on 
a business basis, _ : 

While Philadelphia does not have 
‘good water, he says, “the water 
(quality has improved, and anyone 


will he guess whether rates would 


meeds overhauling 


TOD eT ae 
ad Delaware Rive: 
vill ai....5rémain the principal 


ite 


Ought to Make Money 
Ware will not discuss, at this time, 
the financing of the operation. Nor 


be decreased or increased. 

“The rate structure, however, 
in some re- 
spects,” he said. “That is something 
that will be worked out later. 

“But there is little doubt that we 
ought to be able to make money for 
the city and still earn a manage- 
ment fee for ourselves. This would} 
be through more efficient methods, 
both of operation and management. 

“No one can truthfully say, poli- 
tics being what it is, that a munic- 
ipal operation can compare as to 
efficiency with business manage- 
ment. That goes for every large city. 

“Private utilities compete every- 
where with publicly-owned utilities 
and make a profit. This is true de- 
spite the fact that privately-owned 
utilities pay high taxes, which the 
municipalities do not, In some cases, 
the taxes run to 41 per cent. 

“When a state or community 
places a tax on a utility, of neces- 
sity, the tax is passed on to the ¢on- 
Sumer and the rates go up, 

“Incidentally, Pennsylvania is one 
of the easiest states on taxing cor- 
porations.” : 


Horse-Trading in Prospect 


In working out an agreement 
with the City, on the basis of pres- 
ent debt and forthcoming bond is- 
sues on planned sewer and water 
improvements, Ware foresees some 
“horse-trading” on the rentals. 

Water experts who made the last 
survey for the City, before the rates 
were raised in 1948, figured that $9,- 
250,000 income from water was nec- 
essary to carry all the bond interest, 
cost of operation and about $17,- 
000,000 of future ‘expansion if the 
water system is to remain self-sup- 
porting. 

If it does not pay its own way, 
‘the entire water bond debt would be 
7 back on the general debt 

t. 

Ware and his associates know 
they must keep within these bounds. 
He will not discuss his proposed 
methods, however, 

A stockholders’ meeting of the 


American Water Works Co. was | 


scheduled today in Wilmington, 
where the financial offices of the 
Ware system are located, 


Drilled Water Wells 


It is plain that Ware would take 
personal charge of the operation 
here, and that, all his resources and 
the technical skill of his assistants! 
would be used. It is a long-time 
dream on his part. G 

Starting with his first job on the |! 
freight elevator, he foresaw the 
possibilities of electricity.. He left 


‘Millville. 7. : 


planned to pays 
“The water liné”s,.. fad 
coming; so* Ware took | s job. 
Borrowing a comipressor  an¢ 
electric motor, and get 
from .a nearby 


eachye< ~ 
He had his first 
Egat Ready-Made 
rom then on, he Dranched out 
into electric and gas utilities, but 
when the “death sentehce” to hold- 
ing companies was: passed in the 
1930’s he divested himself of all of 
them and bought successively, doz- 
ens of water companies, i 

Today his water interests ‘supply 
4 per cent of the population.of the 
United States. = * = oa 

“If we know how to supply 6,- 
000,000 people, there should be no 
difficulty in supplying another 2,- 
000,000 in Philadelphia, with a 
readysmade plant,” Ware Says. 

His whole life is wrapped up in 
water. To him, it is romance and 
a problem 
. ‘Water is not a prosaic thing,” he 
says. “It is the most precious pos- 


water company. 


session we have. te 
“If we are not ‘careful, the United 
States will be another China as to 


water supply...We no. longer have . 


the underground water supply we. 
formerly had. Every well we drill 
has to be taken déeperand deeper.” 


ae 


& toxtne 


current 
trolley line, he 
-agreed to pump them water-at $200 


high school as a sophomore. At 16) 
he was in business for himself and, | 
by stating that he was 23 years old, | 


Tigger phe til ted SS) PET 


‘who says it hasn’t is being unfair. 


‘But it has a long way to go.’ 
He does not foresee the us 


\so-called “upland water.” He thinks 
that with the state’s stream clear- 


ance program and the many 


proyements Philadelphia has made 


in its systems in recent years, 


communities, states, individuals or {ports at Trenton, do not support the 
Reaietes previously acquired.” ‘assumption’ that 990 million gal- 
Stain’ BP; lons of water can be safely divert- 
Pees Pays tion ‘ed from the Delaware to Hudson 
“A pact such as Incodel proposes watersheds.” _- Oe 
under conditions laid down by the} “tncodel infers there is unani- 
;recent.U. S. Supreme Court deci-| mous bead eae i ae the aaappele 
i i itu- | regarding its plans. Ose es- 
ee ata conousttee. in. tied in the U.S. Supreine Gourd 
ation for riparian communities, ge didn't: egree;”: Ladner: pointed 
|dustries and sportsmen of the Dela- | . 


ri i out. ; : 
ete eugie ae Weveryi “They. found the Delaware water= 


Pe shed could not stand a diversion to 
Sitieecoieet en ee Sindled New York City of more than 440 


! PRS trate {million gallons daily and even as 
dependable supply Of water for all to that quantity the court left the 
door open for New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania to apply for a decree re- 


est need.” 

| “That point, I dispute,” Judge 
; Ladner said. “I am not aware an 
limpartial --group of engineers 


studied the Incodel project and ap- | 8teat- 


“Incodel’s 


got several big jobs. 
e of | water wells in New’ Jersey, 


between Millville and 
im- 


that 


Ladner Warns of Binding Features in Incodel Contract Z 


chance of embarking on & project 


the clouds can’t be stored in regu- 
lating basins, 
New York Shortage Cited 

That the estimates of engineers 
can be wrong is borne out by the 
experience of New York City. All 
the dams and reservoirs in their 


vast setup, that were supposed to|€t™en bene: 


hold flood waters for use later, were 
of no avail when a drought struck. 

New York finally turned to their 
own watershed, the Hudson, for an 
emergency supply. Even now they 
are considering the same source 


When he was 18, he was drilling 


on his own, dug one at Cloverda 
ineland,” 
contractor was, building 18 houses! 
nearby, with the expectation that 
‘a water line would be built from ; 


costing millions of dollars? 


“As for the Delaware becoming 


& sportsmen’s paradise, the »most 
practical way is nature’s own—keep 
the river clean,” Ladner concluded, 
“and not only will hunters and fish- 
; but. also our commu- 
nities and ipdustries.” a 

“The need for dams, tunnels and 
other man-made contrivances that 
might forever take away from 
Pennsylvania part of its valuable 
natural resources, should be clearly 


as a permanent water supply. They evident and not hypothetical.” 


should, too, becau: 


jon the Hudson and not the Dela- 


se New York is) 


FS See 


Water 
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ge 
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stressed by these officials, who earlier 
had pointed out that the city’s “in- 
accurate and haphazard” methods 
were clouding the title to many 
homes. 

Philadelphia home-sellers, the y 


counts because of the city’s failure 
to present prompt and accurate 
water bills: 


Under proper supervision, leaders’ 


in the real estate field asserted, the 


city could provide adequate water. 
| meter-reading ‘service at less cost 
than for the present “guesswork” 


system. 
s ._ + * 


Us 


HE modern and efficient meth- 
ods of public utility firms al- 
ready operating in adelphia were 
recommended as a model for the 
water meter service. ~ 
As an example, these officials com- 
pared the workings of a meter reader 
employed by the Philadelphia Gas 
| Works Oo. ‘anda city employe -“sup- 


posedly employed to-do similar | 
work.” ° | 

For the gas company, they pointed 
out, the average reader examined 
about 250 meters daily, of approxi- 
mately 5000 monthly. In allj-the gas 
firm has 530,000 gas meters, that are 
read regularly. - “3 

Only in 10 pertentuaf the. homes 


he covers does the gas meter read er| 


find residents away. In these cases, 
cards are left so residents may make 
‘their own reading and forward the 
findings\by mail, 

Meters missed or on which’ no re- 
‘port is made are placed on a “skip 
list.” Special men are assigned to 
“call-back work” to cover these. 

x * e  # /. ? 
HatPrun information is tTecorded | 
on the account sheet carried by 
each gas company reader. It might 
be noted here that a householder 
frequently leaves a key with a neigh- |. 


| bor for the convenience of the read-| 


|er. Or it might be stated that read- 
| ings in certain houses can be Made 
| only on certain days of the week. 

| According to the informants, 


|; meter readers for the gas firm ‘are i 
| taught the quickest method to cover |: 
routes to which they are assigned |: 
and also the best manner in which i 


to read the meters. \ 


Salaries for these readers start at|: 


$42 weekly and follow a scale that 


| Seeenee @ maximum of $250:80)' 
| monthly. 

* * * H 

Y CONTRAST, these officials |: 


emphasized, the city has about]! 
280,000 water meters that must be|: 
read. A total of 31 men are employed |' 
to do this type work, 4 
Based on the average set by the! 
gas company workers, the infor- i 
mants pointed out, the municipal}: 
readers could handle without diffi- 
culty 465,000 meters four times aj: 
/ year. This computing still would en-|: 
|able the city workers to have a vaca-| 
tion of four weeks annually, it was! 
explained, ~ 

However, under the present sys- 

tem, the official said, the city read- 
«er is unable to provide accurate fig- | 
ures for about half the water meters. | 
* * - ! 


Meter Puzzle 


ty’s Laxity | 
Second of 3 ee oe 4 


By Kos Semonski 


LARMED by the threat to home-owners, title company offi- 
_Cials and real estate brokers warned here yesterday that the 
city should provide efficient water meter-reading service or 


| arrange to turn the' job over to private utility firms under contract. | 
The need for prompt action was — 


[ , | 
said, have been obliged to’ tie up 
more than $250,000 in settlement ac-. 


——— 


A LARMED at the seriousness of 
the water meter reading situa- 
tion, several of the executives of the 
title firms have suggested that the 
city enter into a contract, with the 
gas company or the Philadelphia 
Electric Co. to have the. utility work- 
| ers also read the water meters. 

(ent setup in the Water Bureau, con- 
| tended that the city could save con- 
| siderable amounts of money annual- 

| ly merely by insisting on 

; Pervision. 

| “If the city water meter reader 


| was required to give a full day’s work 


j for his $2438 annual salary, the pres- 


‘ent condition would never exist,” a 
spokesman for one group asserted. _ 
|. He said that numerous municipal 
{employes, who are political ap- 
pointees, turn in “curbstone re- 
|ports,” instead of reading meters. 
He said such reports were ‘‘fictional 
figures” based on the estimate of 
the reader from previous readings. 
These aré misleading, he added, 
sinee the amount of water used can 
vary according to changes in family 
status ‘or the installation of certain 
types of new equipment in homes. 


‘¢/2 > Concluded Tomorrow 
$n 


Philadelphia Water Department 
Historical Collection 
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| Others, concerned over the pres- |: 


proper su- | 


| 


On acd Phan 


New Needs Survey Asked, 
A\ en Charges ‘Smear 


t eect ep - s 


lien, executive secretary of Incodel, and George G. 


James H. 


nef a SF 


Chandler, who argued Pennsylvania’s case when the U.S. Supreme 
Court allocated the water of the Delaware River Basin 20 years ago, 
figuratively crossed swords yesterday over the Commonwealth's 
water needs and the fairness of the Incodel plan in supplying them. 

_ A statement issued by Allen charged that “a handful of men 
are now sniping at the Incodel plan” with “a smear campaign” and 


that Pennsylvania’s own 


counsel admitted inu1931 that New York 


‘could take as much as 600,000,000 gallons a day from the upper 
| Delaware without jeopardizing ‘this Commonwealth’s supply. 


| |CALLS FOR NEW SURVEY 

. Chandler replied that he failed to 
‘understand’ what Allen meant. by 
|“smear.” Chandler called in turn 
\for an up-to-date survey by an in- 
‘dependent engineering group to pro- 
duce facts and figures more current 
than the “‘proofs” used 20 years ago 
when the Supreme Court allocated | 
440,000,000 gallons a day to New| 
York, 

“T feel that the Incodel proposal 
deals only with water conditions of | 
the past and the immediate future,” 
said Chandler. “In the light of’ 
Philadelphia’s anticipated boom, the 
building of, great new steel mills in 
this area, for example, we must 
think of the future.” 


‘UNWARRANTED CLAIM’ 


Allen said: “The criticism all sim- | 
mers down to the unwarranted claim | 
that Pennsylvania should not take 
part in any program, regardless of 
its actual merits, that will give New 
York any water... over and above | 
the 440,000,000 gallons ... author- 
ized by the Supreme Court.” He 
‘added that if anyone came up with 
a better or more eqtitable plan | 
‘than Incodel’s, Incodel * ‘will gladly | 
embrace it.” 
| According to Allen, if the General | 
| Assembly should approve the tri-: 
State agreement, Pennsylvania | 
would have veto power over any | 
‘change in the allocation schedule. in | 
the future, | 


RECALLS 1931 RULING | 


Regardless of the cited veto power, 
Chandler insisted that a situation in 
which the U. S. Supreme Court has} 
jurisdiction is far more flexible. He) 
recalled that the Supreme Court in 
1931 retained jurisdiction and held 
the door open for any future com- 
plaint on the part of Pennsylvania 
concerning this State’s allocation of 
Delaware River water. 

Once the tri-State agreement is 
signed, he pointed out, “then the,& 
preme Court undoubtedly would hold | 
that its jurisdiction had been ousted 
by the compact” and would refuse to 
entertain any further petition from 
Pennsylvania. 


PLAN ‘OBJECTIONABLE’ 


Chandler said the Incodel plan, 
from Pennsylvania’s point of view, 
was “highly objectionable” because 
it deprives this Commonwealth of 
three valuable present and future) 
rights: first, the court’s finding that 
‘New York is entitled to 440,000,000 
\daily gallons; second, the court’s rul- 
ing that New York’s taking of its’ 
allocated share did Not give that’ 
‘State a superiority of ‘right over 
Pennsylyvania, and, third, the | 
‘court’s retention of jurisdiction, | 
| leaving the door open to ioe aki 
vania. 
| This State, said Chandler, has 51, 
percent of the drainage area supply- | 
ing the Delaware, whereas New York 
has about 35 percent. Twenty years 
ago Pennsylvania asked only for 43) 
percent of the water. Now, he said,} 
the Incodel plan would cut tha’ 
share down to about 31 percent. 

“<®y choice,” he said, ‘is with 

‘e Court.” 
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_y Water Billing Service Needs Drastic conta 
subject to fines and penalty, and face a pos- 

sible title flaw when he sells his property. 
Bills for excess water consumed as far 
back as 10 years before have reportedly been 
mailed to-householders. Title companies have 
been forced to pay water bills which did not 
appear on Water Bureau records at the time 
when the title search was made. 


fhe chaotic conditions in the city’s water 
ter. and billing service, described in the 
icles by Kos Semonski appearing in The 
juirer, call for prompt correction. 
Home-owners have been subjected to un- 
® _dir treatment, and title to property has been 
Rfenpardived, because of errors in water bills 
and failure over long periods to have water 


ber ge read. 


It has been prbight out that in hiadeods 

hy of homes in Philadelphia water meters have 

not been checked for years at a time. City 

employes apparently use guesswork figures 
in making out some of the bills. 

Instead of checking meters regularly, as 

-) they are paid to do, certain meter readers, 

it is charged, supply the Water Bureau with 

fictional figures based on their own estimates 


of consumption. 


In many instances second. payments are 
demanded on bills. already paid, and com- 
plaints on this score are frequently met with 
shrugs and no attempt at rectification. And 
the consumer may be listed as delinquent, 


Ca, 
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Incodel Facts’ Questioned 


By JOE PANCOAST 
Incodel’s: efforts to acquaint 
[Sportaaiin with “facts” concerning 

the proposed. diversion. of 990,000,- 
000 gallons of water daily from the 
Delaware to Hudson watersheds for 
the benefit of New York City’s 
water .supply fall short: of the 
lavowed purpose, in the opinion of 
Grover C. Ladner, State Supreme 
Court justice. He said: 

“They advance as facts that a 
much higher fiow in the Delaware 
during summer and fall would re- 
sult from the contemplated diver- 
sion and gives assurance that in- 
dustry would have an adequate 
year-round supply of suitable water 
and that dry weather: encroach- 
ment of salt water in the lower 
river would be abated,” 

“These are assumptions,’ said 
Ladner, “that sufficient rain will 
'fall at the proper time to permit 
| release of water from storage reser~- 
voirs, despite the fact New York 
City would continue to draw its 990,- 
000,000 gallons'and millions more 
would be going. to North Jersey. 
What happens to ‘industry if there 
isn't enough left over? 

' “Further, much of the so-called 
‘salinity will disappear when all the 
planned sewage disposal plants are 
in operation throughout the entire 
Delaware River Valley.” 


i Shad Restoration. 


Incodel also states its plan “will 
provide facilities for protection of 
| the shad restoration program.” 

“Tf Incodel has such plans, they 
should be revealed in full detail for 
study,” Ladner commented. “I, for 


| One, am not aware such plans exist, 


but. Ido have a record of the opin- 


‘|ions of the Atlantic States Marine 


In River Water Diversion 


1. That alterrlate plans be devel- 
oped by Incodel not calling for con- 
struction of main-stem dams aooes 
the Delaware River. 


2. That if construction of these 
main-stem dams is insisted upon, 
they be provided with fishways 
which the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has found to be capable of 
passing shad over dams, In this con- 
nection the USF&WS notes the only 
fishways presently known to be 
used by shad are those at Bonne- 
ville Dam on the Columbia. These 
were constructed by the Corps of 
Engineers of the U. S. Army at a 
cost of some $6,500,000. * 


3. That in addition to fishways 
that will be used by shad, diversion 
channels, built in connection with 
main-stem dams, be,protected with 
fine mesh self-cleaning screens 
which will keep out the young of 
downstream migrating shad. 


Two Blockades in View 


To these points the udeiees 
added: The present successiul shad 
spawning grounds are er Fe to 
that portion of the river above Mil- 
ford, Pa., 180 miles from Philadel- 
phia. Construction of Incodel’s 
Barryville Dam would ‘block shad 
from that area and .the dam at. 
Wallpack Bend would be another. 
main-stem barrier. The sum of the’ 
two would undoubtedly be more 
than the sum of their separate ‘ef- 
fects.” i 

The U.S. Fish oa Wildlife Serv- 
ice has already reported that the 
shad run in the Delaware could be. 
restored, Ladner said, “if pollution; 
were eliminated and no main-stem 
dams prevented the fish from reach- 
ing sutable spawning grounds.” 

“Tf the fishery reached its former 


_| Fisheries Commission on Incodel’s 
‘| project and its effect on shad.” 


The ninth annual report of the 


‘| Atlantic “States Marine. Fisherie: 


Commission contains the followin, 
recommendations made by the U.S. 
| Fish and Wildlife Service: 


peak,” Ladner claimed, “a gross in- 


Repeated 


requests for meter readings have been per- 


sistently ignored, sometimes for years. 
guard against the sudden presentation of 
new bills, home-sellers have found it neces- 
pogh to set up settlement accounts totaling 

ore than $250,000 for an indefinite period. 

If consumers were receiving this kind of 
service from\the electric or gas companies 
in this city or the private water companies 
supplying the suburban areas, there would be 


To 


howls heard from here to Harrisburg. There 


Water Meter Puzzle ag 


City’s Failure to Provide 
Readings Brin 


o 
First of ie Articles 


By Kos Semonski 


ITLE of thousands of home-owners to their properties has been 
threatened and more than $250,000 in home-sellers’ funds tied 
‘ up for an indefinite period because of the city’s failure to pro- 


is no reason why the municipally operated 
water system should be permitted to get 
away with these.insufferable conditions. The 
Mayor and Council should insist upon efti- 
cient. operation. } 


if 


s Chaos. 
is | 


‘vide efficient water meter reading service, leading Philadelphia 


title officials ehayeed here yes- 
terday. 

Real estate. “brokers joined in 
branding the service as “inaccurate 
and haphazard” and called for 
prompt action to end conditions in 
| which water meters’ are left unread 
| for months while city’ employes pro- 
vide “guesswork” figures to be used 
|in making up bills. 

‘Because of these chaotic condi- 
tions, extending over the past 10 
years, title officials said home-sellers 
had been required to leave more 
than a quarter of a million dollars 
in “settlement accounts” to guard 
against the sudden presenting of 
new water bills... 

Other home-owners have had the 
title to their properties clouded by 


Continued on Page 24, Column 6 
| ihe city’s failure to present prompt 
jand accurate water bills. 


KORESENTATIVES of leading | 


ESIDES these disclosures, the 
representatives claimed: 
' Bills for excess. water consumed 
as far back as 10 years ago are still 
eared mailed to householders: 
| Second payments are being de- 
manded by the city on bills already 
paid. 

Title companies are being forced 
to pay water bills which did not ap- 
pear on Water Bureau records at 
the. time when a title search was 
|made. oa 
| Many “delingiient bills” &re so old 
that, title com Ss, acting on legal 
advice, are cer they no longer 
can be held, responsible and that the 
;city must stand the loss, 

Meter readers frequently do not 
bother to’ check meters regularly 
and instead supply the Water Bu- 
reau with “purely fictional” figures 
ese on their estimates of con- 


4 sumption. oe ies | 


“a 
ECORDS of. thousands of ac- 
Coutts in the Water Bureau are 


title companies here, in making | iflaccurate or lack the necessary ne 


‘disclosures regarding the situation, | 


noimied out that the city’s Water | 


Bureau ‘had adequate personnel to 
do the ericient job required. 

They stvessed that it was manda- 
tory for tre city to make quarterly 
readings o, the-meters. But, they 
added, the city seemed unable: to 
(provide even once a year, the sim- 
‘ple and efficent meter reading serv- 
lice given ech. month to users of 
gas and el-ctricity. 
| Accore:: to’ the title companies’ 
spokes b, the frozen funds. in the 
home ~:ellers accounts ‘could be 
promply distributed if, only the 
metersreading requests, made by 
proptty owners preparing to sell 
ip by title companies anxious to 
jemck titles, were met. 

Phese spokesmen also explained 
| iat: Conditions had become so bad 
adat officials of many of the title 

companies visited Receiver of Taxes 
W. Frank Marshall “to ask for re- 
i lief. * They claimed that they. were 


‘promised action, “but none came.” 
* * * 


formation on delinquency: payments 
or water consumption. 


‘A spokesman for one Jarge title 


company said as 4 direct result of, 


the situation, the firm he represents 
is. sériously considering a plan- to 
eliminate insurance against unpaid 
water -bills. 


Another large title company, it 


, was pointed out, must spend a mini-! 


| mum of $10,000 annually to, main- 
| tain the increasing number of frozen 
| Settlement accounts. 


Here, a representative asserted:| 
| that the firm’s repeated requests to, 
| the. city for meter readings have 
been ignored, sometimes for years, 

| Regarding the settlement ac- 
‘counts, the representatives of the 
various firms explained that they are. 
set up. because ‘the title company! 
is without a water meter reading for 
a property on the day a new owner 
\takes possession. 
} * 


s 8 


O PROTECT the “puyer against 

charges for excess water that-may 
| have been consumed by the previous 
jowner; the sum is. withheld and 
placed in the ysettlement account. | 
For the average house it is $25. For | 
commercial and industrial properties 
| larger amounts are held, 


Daily requests for special wateed 
|meter readings are sent by méssen- 
ger to the Water Bureau’ by the title | 
companies, it Was pointed out. If) 
jand when the reading is made, the’ 
| city is paid the adjusted amount and 
|the remainder of the money in the | 
account is returned to the home 
| seller, 
| The title companies representa- | 
tives said some. requests were met 
| within @ reasonable length of time, 
|but that these were “very much in 
| the minority,” | 
Qne title company official esti- | 
|mated that it took three to six 
|months for the minority to be set=' 
tled. The rest. of the accounts have | 
to be kept alive for “maybe a year,’ 
two years, seven years or even long- 
jer,” he added. 

In,some instances, it was said, the 
| Special meter reading report arrives 
‘years later and the seller of the 
‘property no longer can be located. 
The account must be kept open and 
after a lapse of years, the State in- 
stitutes escheat. proceedings. // 2° 
iz Ae 
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| AX ‘OFFICER of the Broad Street 
Trust Co, said that a new pro- 
jgram was under way in which ate 
[tempts were being, made to impres8 
a new property owner with the ime 
portance ‘of oe special meter reade 
ing. 

He said the new owners were being 
| asked to make repeated requests to 
\the Water Bureau for such readings. 

“We haven’t’been able to do any- 
‘thing in the situation,” he stressed. 
“Our patience has been taxed for 
years. {j Z 2 
“We have contacted the Receiver 
of Taxes and asked for relief. We 
were told that 10 men would be as- 
signed to special meter reading 
tasks. This promise -was made 
months ago, but the same practice 
continues: 
“In my years of experience hane- 
dling settlements, I am convinced 
there are hundreds of homes in Phil- 
-adelphia where meters have not been 
read for years at a time: 
pa" "Tomor 


Meter Reading 
By Utility Uraed 


City Controller Joseph S. Clark, 
dr., yesterday declared that the ad- 
ministration of water meter reading 
§n Philadelphia had broken down and 
advocated that the job be turned 
over on a contract basis to a private 
utility. 

His criticism of the meter division 
came as a result of a series of articles 
in The Inquirer, and was made in a 
letter addressed to Frederic D. Gar- 
man, president of City Council; W. 
: Frank Marshall, Receiver of Taxes, 
| and Thomas Buckley, Director of 
the Department of Public Works. 


RAPS ‘INEFFICIENCIES’ 
Inefficiencies of the agency, Clark 
said, were “disgraceful.” 
| “Let us frankly admit that admin- 
| 4stration of meter reading has com- 
pletely broken down ,and that cur- 
rent political conditions make it im- 
possible to install normal efficiency 
in this division ofthe Bureau of 
Water. I suggest that defeat be 
acknowledged and the job turned 
over to a private utility corporation 
on a contract basis,” he charged. 
Clark pointed out that the average 
| employe reads 75 or 80 meters a day, 
while an employe of either the Phila- 
delphia Gas Works or the Philadel- 
_phia Electric Co. makes 250 to 300 
meter readings per day. 
_ “Of course, an able administrator | 
with a free hand could remedy this 
condition in short order,” he stated. 
“Employes would be placed under an 
honest merit system, adequate super=. 
vision would be provided and mini- 
mum standards of performance 
would be required.” ff & 


Since’ the number. of meter in- 
stallations is increasing at the rate 
of nearly 25,000 per year, the city’s 
problem, it was warned, will beep 
even more <abuaars 3 


‘Gea of the blame “for 


- followers. ‘“‘who 
begin their jobs 
‘minds to give the 
citizens ¢ le of their time as 
possible,” real estate brokers said. 
One of the many examples: cited 
pointed glaringly to their charges 
that “meter readers read meters 
only when. they want to.” // ¥ 
In this instance it was necessary 


\for a title firm to obtain quickly a. 


special reading of the meter at the’ 
Kensington Postal Substation BE. | 

‘Many weeks elapsed, and the in-. 
formation was-not forthcoming. In 
desperation the head of the title de=) 
partment telephoned the Water 
Bureau to complain. 

The clerk in the bureau then 
checked the record on the requests 
and returned to the telephone to tell 
the executive that the card stated 
the meter reader visited the prop- 
erty three times, but on each occa- 
sion was unable to get in. 

The postal. station, however, is 
open: daily from 8 A. M: to 5:30 P.M. 
for its Teguise business. : 

* * «* i?) 


WO weeks ago a city employe e vs- | 
ited an Olney home and 


‘}ened to shut off the water Hpi, 


asserting the owner failed to pay his, 
bill for 1943. 

Allan L. Fagerstrom, of 126 Srhate | 
st., the occupant and owner for 35 
years, produced his receipt for that 
year. He also pointed out to the 
water bure4u representative that in 
his case the bill was paid twice,sonce 
by his wife and once by himself, 
when a duplicate bill was mailed to) 
the house some time later. 

Fagerstrom added that when vel 
discovered the double payment. his 
wife went to City Hall Annex and 
after several hours of arguing suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a refund. 

x * pe 


rPEREE days later, fhe proper'cs 
owner continued, he received a 
telephone call from City Hall, de- 
manding that the money be ‘paid | 
immediately. 

“We want those taxes and we 
want them right away,” the caller | 
insisted. 

When Fagerstrom replied that he | 
had a receipt for the payment and 
that he had shown it to a Water 
‘Bureau representative the City Hall 
man declared the receipt was 
“fraudulent and no good.” 

. The Olney home-owner then asked 
the caller to identify himself. But 
this was refused with the warning 
that unless the bill was paid in the 
next few days, it would be listed as 
delinquent and the water turned | 
off. 


gud } 
i 


To vice president of the Wyoming 
Trust Co. said his attention had 
‘been called to a large number of 
similar complaints from residents of 
the 42nd Ward. = 

Many accounts in this district 
have been reopened and bills for past 
years are being only now sent to 
owners who purchased their homes 
recently. The home owners, carry- 
ing title insurance, submit bills to 
the bank’s title department, for pay- 
ment. 

Since many of the bills are older 
than five years, the bank executive 
‘said he doubted that the title de- 
partment could be held responsible. 

Many of. the property owners, 
rather than argue with City Hall 
clerks for hours, have paid the bills, 
even though legally they did not 
have to. 

The banker stressed, however, that 
the records of the bureau were 
checked by expert search clerks be- 
fore the title insurance was issued, 
and no delinquencies were i to 
lexist at the ‘tine. | 

J 


ecuracies in records, 
the system of. ap-- 


after an extensive survey in 1948 


URVEYS and recommendations | 
for the efficient operftion of the | 
Water Bureau have been made al-, 
most regularly over a long period of | 
years. : 
Some of the expert suggestions | 
have been taken and many, have | 


be ored. 

various investigations the 
e have found fault with the 
pe ‘and with the personnel, 


crediting only a few of the employes 
with 


ig conscientious in their ef- 
rt “provide a satisfactory serv- 
i zy real estate broker said. 
* “But the few who do’give a day’s 
work for a day’s pay,” he added, 
can’t overcome the inefficiency of 
e ‘drones’.” » %, 
Ee 8 e « 
HE last expert advice given ei, 
Officials in connection with ti 
bureau's system of accounting came. 


by Charles Haydock, & consulting 
engineer. 

In his final report, Haydock made 
the charge that “the accounts of the 
Water Bureau are not kept.in ac- 
cordance with generally accepted 
methods of water works accounting, | 
so that the operating results cannot 
readily be compared with. OEneS 
water systems.” 

His criticism came only ‘a short 
time after Elbert J. Taylor, chief of 
the Bureau of Water, declared the 
city was losing $200,000 annually 
from faulty water meters and cheat- 
ing on the part of private and in- 
dustrial property owners. 

The loss was attributed by Taylor 
to the infrequency of inspections and 
he admitted the City had no system 
for a periodic check. 

Title company executives, their 
search clerks and many real er 
brokers declared that unless be 
administrators are placed into 
positions in the Bureau of Water, 
Philadelphia would continue to pro- 
vide ah inefficient and inaccurate 

eae reading and billing system. 


The End 
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_ Thousands 
i Los 2 
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PO 


owners declared yesterday. 


Search clerks, charged with the 


responsibility of checking into such 
matters when the title firm is liable, 
explained to their superiors that the 
records on the disposition of these 
- meters failed to indicate what hap- 
pened and sometimes no records 
could be found at all. 

This, in addition to the inefficient 
“suesswork” meter-reading system, 
has forced title companies to keep 
more than a quarter million dollars 
in home-sellers’ funds tied. up in 
thousands of frozen. settlement 
accounts. : 

* * * 

HILE home-owners wait for 

months and often years for a 
special reading, or the return of the 
meter, the title to their properties is 
technically clouded, it was reported, 
unless the bureau’s records are 
accurate, 

The bureau’s operation, however, 
has been charged with being so in- 
efficient and its records so muddled 
that one title company has disclissed 
@ plan under which it would not 
insure the home-buyers against un- 
paid water bills. - 

Other companies have: discussed 
the same matter and reported they 
too may soon take such action un« 
Jess the bureau’s “guesswork” figures 
are replaced promptly with accurate 
ones. ; ; : 

‘ ce 2 <a ° 

At VICE president of the Wyoming 

Trust Co. said*the problem of 

finding “lost” meters isa serious 

one, since his firm insures the water 
meters for the home-buyer. 

“Many persons have found that 
once the meter was removed, it fre- 
quently became “lost,” and no 
amount of searching through rec- 
ords could establish where or how it 
“disappeared.” : 

One of the problems, a city of- 
ficial explained, has been the diffi- 
culty the bureau has had in keeping 
abreast of repair work. ; 

A ‘shortage of parts during the 
war built up, a backlog’-of 40,000 
broken meters. j 

In June last year, John J. Staple- 
ton, general chairman of the legis- 
lative and civic affairs committee of 
the Philadelphia Real Estate Board, 
charged that 50,000 water meters 
were held in the repair shops. 

While figures for this year were 
not available, it generally was con- 
ceded that the number is even 
greater. ~ } 


\ terday that the city and the Civil 


{ 
4 


» “In _.unexpended 


ee 


uges 


st in Repair Shops 
enna 


Hy 


NEW CITY AIRPORT 
WONT BE READY! 
UNTIL MARCH 1 


ize Bi ey Saft, 
Construction Delays May 
Hold Up Opening Till 
April 1 


Construction of the Northeast 
Airport has run into unexpected 
delays and the field probably will 
not be ready for airline service 
until Mareh:1 or even April 1. 

*. Director of Public Works John 
H. Neeson told City Council yes-| 


‘Aeronautics Administration are 
‘having difficulty in obtaining 
equipment necessary to finish the 
‘irport.. 

‘Priority Status Changed 

‘. Materials for the field, originally 
‘given a military priority rating, 
have been changed to a civilian 
Status, Neeson explained, with the 
result that delivery of cast iron 
pipe, sewer pumps, and radio 


equipment is likely to be delayed|: 


two months or longer. 

City—and airline—officials had 
hoped. the new field could be 
opened for service by December} 
23, a year after the Federal Gov- 
ernment closed the Municipal Air- 
port in Southwest Philadelphia 
.pecause of nearby military haz- 
‘ards, 
now to be out of the question, 


-As for the Municipal Airport,|' 


.Neeson said it may not be re- 


Neeson said that appears}, 


‘opened for civilian flying until 


+ 


six months after the war ends.|: 
He was unable to say what the] 
relative roles of the Municipal}: 


Airport and the Northeast field |} 


will be in Philadelphia’s postwar 
_aviation picture. , 


Appropriations Promised 


Neeson appeared before Coun- 
cil yesterday in connection with 
the budget hearings. Council cut 
the payroll appropriation for the 
-closed airport from the $81,950 
proposed to $30,950, based on ac- 
, tual costs of the past year. Coun- 
,cilmen gave assurance, however, 
that they will act~promptly in 
.appropriating necessary person: 
nel and maintenance funds for 
the Northeast Airport when the 
time comes, : 

- A $50,000 item for ground rent 
to the Federal Government on the 
-Munieipal Airport site was elim- 
“inated because $90,000 is available 
r funds toward 
meeting the $38,000 quarterly 


a 


. .payments., 


Paps concn 4 EES 
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“FILTERED WATER 
RETURNS TO OLD 
FILTERS FOR FINAL]; 
CLEANING AND }: 
DISTRIBUTION 


$2,400,000 QUEEN 
NE PRELIMINARY 


#| WATER WILL RUN FROM 
RESERVOIR-TO THE 
NEW PLANT FOR 
SLUDGE REMOVAL 


(QUEEN LANE 
RESERVOIR |b 


se 


WORK PROGRESSING ON NEW TREATMENT PLANT AT QUEEN LANESs 
- Upper photo-diagram shows a general view of the voir and chemically treated before if Is pumped into _ 
Queen Lane pumping station. The present reservoir — the filter beds. Three tunnels (indicated by arrows) 
and the connecting filter beds are at the left. When will draw off the water and return it to either end of 
the projected two-storywpreliminary treatment plant the beds. Below is shown lower basin in the new plant, 


{at right) is completed, water will be drawn from reser- the upper section of which has not been started: 


//S LOWER BASIN OF PLANT UNDER CONSTRUCTION | 
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Queen Lane Plant “ | 


25 Pet. Completed 


i 


Water. 


| 


Work on the preliminary-treatment lant at th 
pumping station, only one of its kind in this area is & ek era 
cent completed, according to G, Edwards Sheldrake 
supervisor for the Bureau of aie, 


bout 25 per- 
filter plant 


hans | 
When. the $2,400,000 plant is com-; 


pleted next year, it will have a nor- 
mal rated capacity of 120,000,000 
gallons of water every 24 hours. It 
will, however, be capable of an over- 


load of 25 percent—or 30,000,000 gal-’ 


lons a day—above that amount. 
BEDS FILL WITH SLUDGE 


| At present, water is drawn from 
;the Queen Lane reservoir directly 
into the adjacent filter beds. That 
process tends to keép the beds filled 
with sludge.and requires almost con- 
tinual cleaning of the filters, it was 
explained. 


When the new plant is completed, 
water will be drawn through 11-foot- 
diameter tunnel into the upper story 
of the two-story treatment plant. It 
then will pass through a baffle into 
the lower basin of the plant, which 
is equipped with straight-line sludge 
collectors. After the sludge has been 

‘removed, the water will pass through 
two eight-foot tunnels into either 
‘end of the present filter beds. 


|. Sheldrake said the use of the pre- 
|liminary-treatment plant “will pro- 
vide almost perfect water to put on 
the filters” and thus give residents 
of a wide area extending generally 
west of Broad st. and north of Hunt- 
ing Park ave. better water than they 
have ever tasted. 


FIRST STEP IN PROGRAM 


| Erection of the new plant is the 
| first step in the modernization of the 
\entire pumping station, according to 
' Sheldrake. 


Other projects include the instal- 
‘lation of electric pumps anda com- 
plete chemicéal storage building. The 
latter structure will be eight stories 
high and will be in frént of the 
treatment plant. It, will contain 
pberacaeye and administration of- 
ices, ; “y 


It was estimated that improve- 
ment. of the filters will cost $33,900 
and the new equipment will cost 
$349,600. 


The Queen Lane projects are part 
of the city’s $37,381,500 program to 
improve its drinking water supply. 
That figure includes $13,948,000 for 
water-treatment facilities and $17,- 
383,500 for the distribution system. 


OZONATION PLANT. BUILT 


Last year an ozonation plant, 
largest in the world, was placed in 
service at a cost of $7283000 to elimi- 
nate tastes and odors from water in 
West Philadelphia. 
| At the Lardner‘s Point pumping 
| station, work costing $503,419 has 
been completed, while improvement 
of the Torresdale pumping station at 
® cost of $1,696,000 is nearing com- 


next two years. . 

chat order is 
'siderable resistance. Communities 
'above Reading have no treatment 


meeting con- 


ate GOP Backs 
fater Authority 
p Supply Phila. 


Fit ee 
By JOSEPH H, MILLER 
‘Creation of a State Water Author- 
try to bring Philadelphia’s drinking 


supply from a Pocono watershed will 
be proposed in the Republican State 
‘platform to be adopted by the party’s 
State committee at a meeting in 
Pittsburgh next Saturday. 

~The ‘decision to recommend the 


au poe 


®eation of the water authority was 


ached “night at a meeting 
Li Philadelphia Republican leaders, 
Gov. James H, I and former 
Judge John ~ e, the party’s 


‘and Governor. 


nominees for Sena 
The meeting was 
Clay. - ; 


CONSOLIDATION SUPPORTED 


Three other proposals to effect 
improvements in Philadelphia were 
agreed upon at the meeting, it was 
Said. 

- They called for: : 
Creation of a Philadelphia Port 
Authority along the lines. of 
-the recent New Jersey proposal 
for the purpose of expanding the 
city’s waterfront. = > 
Support of the city-county con- 
_ solidation . constitutional amend- 
‘ment when it comes before the 
Legislature for a second time next 
JANUAIY s,s ape 
State aid to the Philadelphia 
General Hospital and Philadel- 
E phia Hospital for Contagious Dis- 


mA 


held at the Bar- 


eases for the care of mental and 
tubercular” patients. § 
THER STATES AFFECT! 

“In addition to Duff and Fine, 
those, attending the meéting .in- 
thuded Republican City Chairman 
William J. Morrow, Mrs, Edna R 
Carroll, vice chairman of the Re- 
publican City Committee; Republi- 
tan State Chairman M. Harvey Tay- 
lor, Sheriff Austin: Meehan, County 
Sommissioner Morton Witkin and 
founcilman Louis Schwartz. : 


|, During the meeting the conferees 


Fapemraes on Pake-$, Copmen 1 


po es : Eee =< 
contacted City Solicitor “Frank F. 
Truseott to obtain information con- 
cerning the legal aspects of the Phil- 
adelphia program. : 

The proposed plan to establish a 
water authority calls for cooperation 
between the States of New Jersey and 
New York for the construction of 
dams in the upper Delaware River to 
bring the water supply to Philadel- 
phia and communities along the line. 

Although the water authority plan 
has been agreed upon, details of the 
proposal have not been worked out. 
Before arriving at a detailed pian, 
the conferees will confer with the 
Interstate Commission for the Dela- 


wareRiverBasin (INCODEL). _, 
several years ago, when plans were 
discussed to bring Philadelphia’s 


water supply from the Poconos, it 
was estimated the cost of such a 
‘program would approximate more 
than $200,000,000. 


SE ei one a == 7 #7? | 


OLD GOP CLIQUE RUNS WATER DEPT. - 


Fine Keeps ¢ : 
Between Morr 


FOUR HORSEMAN 
CREATE UNREST 
IN WATER DEPT. 


‘The old GOP clique, known as 


— : af = —? 


FOURHORSEMAN 
CREATE UNREST 
|IN WATER DEPT. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
four men tell him. f }* 


| Last week, it became” kriown 
around City Hall and the An- 
nex, however, that Baxter has 
| Hot been fooled even though he 
has been sitting three floors 
|above “the four horsemen.” 
_It was said that the Commis- 
sioner was “fully aware” of the 
Conditions which had _.. been 
brought to his attention and that 
jae was busy making a private 
investigation. ; 
Baxter even was quoted as | 


Escobedo hires 
Chicago | 


“the four horsemen,” which ran? 
the Reet Bureau in the last 
Republican regime, is still run- 
ning the new Water Department 
set-up in the Democratic admin- 
istration, : | 
| And employes claim that. the | 
: Clique is responsible for the un- } 


| : A Y NEWS Saft | rest and. dissension which_ have | 
| e hiring of wink ee created a major labor-relations | 

Following the hiring of nine out-of~ ° created @ major Jak rrelations 
‘aid in creating a new Civil Service: setup, several of them a | Giarieene, 20°, Mayor, Toren | 
$1000 per month, Frank J. Eseobe sonnel director, has tye age a nes 
Signed an additional $50,000 ec 


; with a Chicago firm, identify “the four horsemen” as: 
#? his department. Elbert J, Taylor, former Chief 

Di Gix Hew: arraheemicnt of the Water Bureau, now Chief 

‘disclosed today with discov- oe : 

f an agreement with Public mat arles Vickerman, former As- 


Administration Service, an Illinois Chi ¢ a g @ far sistant Chief of the Bureau, now 


& SS 
assistant chief of o; erations and 
orp ration, which will bbe paid as EEe iF ; the man in charge of personnel. 


‘ice of some of its staff members, 
although the enterprise is deserib- 
ed in the contract as existing “not 
for pecuniary profit.” 

HIGH SALARIES 


Some of the other experts which 
the city will retain will be paid 
from $40 to $60 per day; another 
group will be compensated at rates 
ranging from $50 to $65. The $80 
tate is higher than the daily com- 
pensation of Mayor Clark. The 
Mayor’s annual salary is $25,000. 


While the arrangement bearing 
the signature of Escobedo as well 
as that of H. F. Pope, executive di- 
rector of Public Administration 
Service, stipulates that this or- 
ganization shall not be paid more 
;than $50,000 for.a job survey and 
;@ Job classification and other work 
it was explained the plan may cost 
‘the city twice that sum. That is 
: because this group is to “assist” in 
the work, while the municipality 
must supply most of the personnel, 
and an estimated additional $50,- 
(000 may be involved in the under- 
| taking. 

Considerable confusion was 
‘ereated when the first copy of the 
‘contract was made public. Under 
the law, all contracts are subject 
to public scrutiny. This agreement 
did not bear the signature of Len- 
nox L. Moak, finance director, al- 
‘though under the new City Char- 
ter he must approve all such un- 
idertakings. One Chicago employe 
‘of the corporation was already at 
work on the job survey: and job 
Classification, despite the fact that 
City Controller Stephen E. Me- 
Loughlin, Jr., had not yet Seen the 
agreement. Under the Charter 


likewise the City Controller must 
CONTINUED GN PAGE FOUR 


at 50g by 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO 
eertify on the contract that the 
necessary funds are available. 


. LEGAL FORM APPROVAL 


The.contract had been approved 
only as to “legal form” as requir- 
ed by law, by City Solicitor Abra- 
ham L. Freedman and one of his 
assistants, Joseph Gaffney, Jr. 

Already, Public Administration 
Service is receiving a separate 
$30,000 for assisting Moak to re- 
organize the municipal finance 
system..A staff of Chicagoans is 
likewise at work in the. Finance 
Department. : 

Unlike other experts previously 
retained by the Personnel Office, 
the new group is not to have food | 
and lodging at the expense of | 
the city. The $50,000 contract | 
stipulates that the rates of Pay | 
fixed are partly in “lieu of sub- | 
sistence.” This was interpreted as 
meaning that because of the high 
-Pay. alloted, there was to be no 
additional compensation for hotel 
bills and meals, 


There are 17 paragraphs vaguely 
outlining what Public Administra- 
tion Service is to do. The follow-' 
ing are samples: : eee 

“Development and/or review of 
preject materials and arrange- ' 
nents for which the Service shares. 
responsibility and intermittent! 
short term participations in Phila-| 
delphia.” | 


“The project as tentatively de-} 


fined subject to such improvisa- 
tion 28 may be necessary and’ 


Escobedo 


practical to provide preliminary 


information ~for the budgetary 
process attending the ealendar. 


and fiscal year 1953.” 

“Assist generally in the integra- 
tion of the new plans and pro- 
cedures with existing systems and 
records.” 

It is, understood the $50,000 
limit does not include telephone 
service. That would be an addi- 
tional cost to the city. Office space 
must likewise be provided by the 
municipality. Cost of travel in and 


around the city by the Chicago}: 


experts must be borne by the: tax- 
payers. 1 ee eS 


auditor in charge of Water Bur- 
eau payrolls, who now holds ‘a 
Similar job. 


clerk of the Water Bureau, who |- 
now holds the same title in the | 
new department. 


on the 8th floor of City Hall 
Annex, while Water Commission- 
er Samuel Baxter, who is in 
command of the department, sits 
on the Jith floor and, it was 
thought, knows nothing of what 
IS going on except what these. 


William R. Webster, former 
Frank Gallagher, former chief | 


These four men rule the roost 


(Continued on Last Page) 
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Monday, May 12, 1952. 


fsaying that he was “sick and 
eed of giving orders Per ihe 
{having them carried ~out> and 
that he was “getting to the bot... 
tom of the whole mess.” 
Among the “conditions” which 
| the department 


|Tesponsible for the unrest’ and ~ 


dissension, are threats to elderly 
per diem clerical workers of as- 
signment to pick and shovel 
‘Work; favoritism to other em: 
“Ployes through civil - service’ 
: Classifications ‘while — jobholders 
/Who took examinations success- 


men,” some of them having been 


«GOP wheelhorses for years. 


The employes Say that only a 


;Major shakeup in the depart- 
‘ment will set things right and 


restore efficiency and they are 
looking with great anticipation 
for the results of Commissioner 


Baxter's investigation. 
S<—— 


Eee 


} 
: 


Zveuws 


Water ls 


‘Bureau of Water. 
The report carefully traced the 


history of the deterioration of the 
city’s water in the last 40 years and 
the failure of all moves to map and 
| execute long range programs since 
_ tHe first such attempt in 1920. 
| The 1946 plan has gone the same 
way, with onls one-sixth of the 
“money which citizens believed would 
‘go toward giving them tasteless and 
‘colorless water, actually being spent 
on new treatment iacilities, the re- | 
| port said. Instead, most of the | 
i'money went to lay new mains and | 
fix old ones. | 


LACK OF PLANS CHARGED | | 
And no detailed plans have been | 
made to spend the $12,000,000 on! 
‘which voters will be asked to pass. 
in November, with the ‘obvious | 
danger” that this money also will | 
| dribble away in patch-and-fix jobs 
on the whole city water system, the 
report declared. 
'  Nonetueless, in it: final 17 recom- 
mendations, the Citizens’ Council 
recommended that, city water should | 
neither be farmed out to a private, | 
company nor put under a separate | j 
_ authority but should be continued | 
‘as a municipal operation. But it | 
urged a completely revised Bureau | 
of Water and perhaps even a new | 
city Department of Public Utilities. 
aiministering the huge business 
ope.ation which water supply repre- | 
sents. 


| RED FEATHER AGENCY 

The Citizens’ Council which 
| drafted this report is a Red Feather | 
| agency comprised of representatives | 
of 125 civic organizations and 
‘| headed by E. Walter Hudson, a | 
| hotelman. Vice presidents are Har- | 
jold W. Brightman, president of Lit | 
Brothers; Walter P. Miller, Jr., | 
chairman of the Committee of , 
| Seventy, and Benjamin W. Prazier, « 
| Germantown manager for the Phila- , 
‘| delphia Gas Works Co. | 


Continued on Page 5, Column 1 


vance Philadelphia. toward the goal of more and better water, 
the Citizens Council on City Planning reported yesterday. 

| Money allocated. for improve- 

|ment and es weap 3 f treatment 
facilities has been pated piece- 
‘meal for maintenance and rehabili- 
_tation, the council, which, represents 
about 100 civic organizations, re- 


gators said, continued ag ey cr 
of the water system by the City it- 
self would be preferable to manage« 
ment by either a private company 
or by a water authority. 


gram toward improvin 

and quantity ot ved ag 

sources, ; 

Eventual abandonment of the 

Schulkill as a source of supply, 
Complete installation within two 

y|¥vears of equipment to remove ob- 

jectionable taste, odor and minéral 

content from city water, 

e| Extension of metering to include 

-| all water services. . 

See a wees pemerceas He £08 : 

,| water system Reged 
Reduction of 


the quality 
Contest of presen 

city water has b 
ly difficul 
kill and 


The report was sprinkled with | 


* lons, 


ported, ded i 
,000,000 original- Program Recommen: : 
at * od for the , it was} The report recommended the fol 
lowing steps: 
Development of a ten-year pro 


1946. City y Plan. to Improve 
Branded Failure 


The 1946 program launched with so much fanfare to give Phila- 
‘delphia palatable water has collapsed, the Citizens’ Council on City 
| Planning said yesterday in a blistering survey of the work of the 


Continued From First Page 


observations showing that 30. per-| 
cent of the Water Bureau's 1000) 


employes are more than 60 years 
old, that in one month. the Water 
Bureau had on file citizens’ 
plaints of 46.00 defective water 
meters, 


only half the city’s 470,000 water- 
users had meters at all, 
ANTIQUATED BILLING 

Tn addition to too many being too | 
old, tne employes of the Water) 
Bureau work under a complex “job 


classification” system of 109 separate | 


job titles, and are hampered by a 
bad administrative set-up, an anti- 
quated billing procedure and tight- 
fisted City Counci’ control, the re- 
port said. 


Present officials of the Depart-| 


ment of Public Works and the 
Water Bureau “‘can take pride” in| 
improvements ‘completed in the! 
face of formidable obstacles,” the 
report said. 

“But the fact temains that Phila- 


delphia’s water supply is still not| 


satisfactory,” it added. “Approved 
plans have been disregarded, urgent- 
ly needed iimprovemetns have been 
pressed with insufficient vigor, sug- 


com- | 


while 14,630 meters were in| 
its shops awaiting repair—and still | 


| 


gesting that both past and present | 


management of the system is in 


Some measure responsible for the} 
continued eixstence of a water prob- | 


Jem in Philadelphia.” 


‘MILKED OF PROFITS’ 


In justice to the Water Bureau, 
the report adds, citizens should be 


aware that for vears the water sys- | 


tem was “milked” 


of an annual) 


pairs and laying of new , mains. for | 


new housing, the survey said. 
Enough “ 


and as its first recommendation de- 
clared; 
“1A 


comprehensive Wwater- 


works improvement program. cover= ; 


ing at, least the next 19 years should 
be promptly developed on the basis 
of existing surveys and proposals.” 


OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 


THe Citizens’ Council then made 
| 16 more specific recommendations: 

** 2,—The program should be di- 
rected toward improvement of the 
quantity and quality water which 
can be provided from _ present 
sources of supply. 

“ 3.—The program should include 
projects to permit drawing all of 
Philadelphia’s water from the Dela- 


ware River at the Torresdale intake | 


and to permit abandonment of the 
| Schuylkill as a regular source of 
| Supply. 

“ 4.—The program should have as 
| its immediate objective the complete | 
installation, within the next two 
years, of all necessary equipment to 
remove objectionable tastes and 


odors in the water and to reduce its | 


mineral content. 


“5.—The program should incor- 


porate a schedule for systematic 
maintenance of the distribution 
system. 

“ 6.—Meteri should be extended 
to all water services during the 
next five. vears. 

“T.-—AS a precaution against 
| possible future inadequacy of the 
existing Delaware River source of 
supply, Philadelphia should safe- 


“profit” of two to three million dol- | 


lars on the sale of water—money 


which was diverted to other pur-| 


poses by City Council while the! 
water system was allowed to decay. 

And the Water Bureau has never 
gotten any budget credit for its job 
of, maintgining 20,910 fire hydrants 
and two ‘networks of high pressure 
fire mains, the report said. 

The scale of the problem con- 
fronting the city was emphasized by 
the data prepared by the Citizens’ 
Council on the city water system as 
a stands today after 30 years’ neg- 
ect. 


SUPPLIES 470,000 CUSTOMERS 

“It’s a big business, supplying 
almost 470,000 customers with a 
daily average of 350 million gallons 
of water. During summer months 
this ‘average is exceeded. On the 
day of peak demand last year the 
output was almost 470 million gal- 
or 117 percent ‘of rated 
capacity. 

“The plant, which includes five 
raw water pumping stations, five 
filter plants, eight. filtered water 
pumping stations, two filtered water 
reservoirs, two high pressure’ fire 
service pumping stations, 


almost) 
2600 miles of main and 20,400 fi 


hydrants, represents a capital in- 
vestment of over $100,000,000." 
MONEY IS DIVERTED 

The 1946 program's timetable hes 
been ignored, and money remain- 
ing from the unachieved 1940 pro- 


gram has been diverted toward re-)| 


guard its claims to the Wallpack 
Bend reservoir site. 


studies” have been made | 


| of Philadelphia water, it observed, | 


| 


“ 8.—All waterworks revenu a | 


should be reserved for the operation, | 
maintenance and improvement of 
the water supply system. 

“ 9.—Delinquencies in payment 
of water bills should be reduced by 
enforcement of existing regulations. 

“10.—Both currei.t and delinquent 
water charges should be rendered 
on a single bill. 

“11.—The Water Bureau's ac- 
counting methods should be revised 
and improved. 

“12.—Repair of defective meters 
should be speeded + 
' “13.—Leakage surveys ‘#f-.th e 
water supply system should be con-" 
tinued. 

“14—The number of job classi - 
fications in the Bureeu of Water 
should be reduced. 

“15.—The overbalance of older 
employes in the Bureau of Water 
should be eliminated, and a com- 
pulsory plan instituted for the pen- 
sioned retirement of City employes. 

*16.—The water supply system 
should be operated as an independ- 
ent municipal utility with a segre- 
gated budget. 

“1T.-Consideration should he 
given to the advisability of aatab- 
lishing » new Department of Public 


Utilities.” 
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